Checklist: Arts Act Grant Scheme 2027 

Is the Arts Act Grant Scheme the right fund for my project?
The Arts Act Grant Scheme supports artists, community groups and arts organisations to deliver arts activities that encourage participation, engagement and cultural development in Fingal.
Before you start your application, take a few minutes to consider the checklist below.

1. Is your project primarily an arts project?
The scheme supports the following artforms:
☐ architecture
☐ circus
☐ dance
☐ film
☐ literature
☐ multidisciplinary arts
☐ music
☐ opera
☐ street spectacle
☐ theatre
☐ visual arts

Ask yourself: What is the artistic activity at the heart of my project?
If the project is primarily sporting, recreational, heritage-based, fundraising or commercial, it will not be eligible.

2. Will people in Fingal meaningfully engage with the arts?
The Arts Act Grant Scheme is not intended primarily to support the creation, development or presentation of an artist’s own work where there is limited or no meaningful community engagement.
Think about:
Who will participate?
What will they actually do?
How will they engage with the artist or artistic activity?
What will they experience?
What might they gain from taking part?
Community engagement can take many forms. What matters is that your application clearly explains the nature of the participation and engagement proposed.

3. Will your project benefit people or communities in Fingal?
Your application should explain the benefits your proposal is intended to create for participants and/or the wider Fingal community.
This might include:
· opportunities to participate in the arts
· opportunities to work with professional artists
· developing creative skills
· experiencing artistic work
· bringing people together through the arts
· increasing access to the arts
· creating opportunities for communities that may experience barriers to participation
· contributing to the cultural life of a particular place or community.

4. Are you eligible to apply?
Applications are welcomed from:
· artists
· community groups
· arts organisations.
Applicants must be aged 18 or over.
Artists and community groups must be resident in or operate within Fingal.
Arts organisations must deliver their proposed activity within the Fingal administrative area and demonstrate specific significance to Fingal.
Community groups must be registered with the Public Participation Network (PPN) where eligible.
5. Which funding band is right for your project?
The scheme has three funding bands.
Band 1 — up to €5,000
Suitable for smaller-scale activity such as:
· community arts projects
· workshops
· local exhibitions
· pilot initiatives
· one-off events.
Band 2 — up to €10,000
Suitable for:
· medium-scale community initiatives
· multi-session performances such pantos or musicals
· artist and community partnerships
· small festivals.
Band 3 — up to €15,000
Suitable for:
· larger community engagement programmes
· multi-partner projects
· county-wide activities or performances
· medium-scale festivals
· sustained socially engaged arts projects.
You do not have to apply for the maximum amount available.
The amount you request should reflect the actual scale and cost of your project. Applying for the maximum amount does not increase the likelihood of success.

6. What can the grant support?
Funding is available for artistic and creative costs directly related to delivering your proposed project, event, or festival.
Eligible costs can include:
· professional artist and creative practitioner fees
· workshop and creative collaboration costs
· artistic materials and supplies
· accessibility costs
· documentation and archiving
· equipment or venue hire directly related to artistic activities, where it is no more than 10% of the awarded grant.
If you are working with an artist, community groups and organisations are encouraged to engage a professional artist. The artist’s CV or biography should be included with the application.

7. What can’t the grant support?
Examples of costs and activities that are not eligible include:
· equipment purchases
· equipment or venue hire costs exceeding 10% of the awarded grant
· insurance
· employee wages and salaries
· general administration
· website hosting
· postage and stationery
· office supplies and phone costs
· rent and utilities
· hospitality, food and drink
· marketing and advertising costs
· capital works
· third-party grants
· commercial ventures
· fundraising events
· projects without a clear artistic objective
· historical, archive or journalistic publications
· projects primarily supporting an artist’s own artistic development, production or touring where meaningful community engagement is not demonstrated.
Please read the full guidelines for the complete list of eligible and ineligible activity and costs.

A quick check
The Arts Act Grant Scheme may be a good fit if you can answer yes to most of these questions:
☐ My project has a clear artistic focus.
☐ People or communities in Fingal will actively engage with the arts.
☐ I can explain who will participate.
☐ I can explain how people will participate or engage.
☐ I can explain the intended benefits of the project.
☐ I have the relevant artistic experience or an appropriate artistic team.
☐ I have a realistic plan and timeline.
☐ I can develop a balanced project budget.
☐ The costs I am seeking funding for are eligible.
☐ My project contributes to the cultural and artistic life of Fingal.

Still not sure?
You can request the Arts Act Application Workbook which will help you work through the key questions and develop your project idea.
You can also attend an Arts Act Application Clinic if you have a specific question about your application.
Additional support to access or complete the application process is also available by contacting ArtsOffice@Fingal.ie 

