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Shopfront Enhancement Scheme 2026 
Guidelines for Applicants
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This document is intended to offer guidance to those applying for a grant under Fingal County Council’s 2026 Shopfront Enhancement Scheme. 

Who can Apply?
Independently owned shops, fronting onto public streets in Town Centre locations (designated as “Major Town Centre” or “Town and District Centre”, “Local Centre” or “Rural Village” in the Fingal County Development Plan 2023 – 2029 ), or the tenants of such shops, are eligible to apply.

What works are covered?
The 2026 scheme covers the painting/re-painting of shopfronts & facades, and/or the replacement of existing signage on eligible premises up to maximum specified amounts. 
Essential preparation works to existing shopfronts (such as the replacement of rotten wood, or repairs to render) are also eligible if they are necessary to facilitate re-painting or the replacement of signage. Reimbursement for such preparation works will fall within the total grant awarded for painting or signage works and will not be eligible for additional funding.
The signage element of the 2026 Shopfront Enhancement Scheme relates to the replacement of existing signage only. The installation of new (first-time) signage on a premises generally requires planning permission and is not included in this scheme. For premises within Protected Structures or Architectural Conservation Areas, operators should consult with Fingal’s Planning Department to confirm whether replacing signage requires planning permission.
Applicants may receive a maximum grant of up to €2,000, or 90% of the total cost of eligible works (whichever is lower), subject to their application being approved. Please see our Expression of Interest form in the link below for more information.
Please note that any materials purchased, or works completed, before the date that an Expression of Interest is approved will not be eligible for reimbursement. 

How to Apply
Applicants must complete an Expression of Interest form online and supply all required documentation by the specified closing date in order to be considered. The Expression of Interest form can be accessed on Fingal County Council’s website (www.fingal.ie), or via this Link . 

Guidance
Retail and commercial frontages are instrumental in shaping the quality of our built environment, providing the points of interest, beauty and animation that define the character of our built environment. Well presented, well maintained and uncluttered shopfronts contribute to a rich and attractive streetscape, creating an appealing sense of place which in turn attracts footfall into an area, increasing commercial activity, vibrancy and opportunity.
The purpose of Fingal’s Shopfront Enhancement Scheme 2026 is to foster an improvement in the overall visual appearance of our towns and villages by supporting shop owners and tenants who wish to carry out works to improve the outward appearance of their premises. Through works such as the repair of damaged shopfronts or of damaged render or brickwork, the removal of redundant wiring & security/electronic fittings, the repainting of facades, and the installation of appropriate, high-quality signage, we can increase the collective appeal and attractiveness of our streets, commercial precincts and public spaces.
Repainting
Re-painting your shopfront or façade is an effective way to improve the appearance of both your premises and the wider street area. In selecting your proposed colour scheme, please consider:
· Colours chosen should respect the overall harmony and palette of the street, and should complement rather than clash with neighbouring premises. Bold primary colours or saturated colours should be avoided. The Council encourages owners and proprietors to select from the range of heritage colour palettes available from most major paint manufacturers when undertaking any shopfront improvements.
· Ground and upper floors of a building should generally be painted the same colour. Complimentary accent colours can be used to pick out shop fronts, details and fascia’s to create a vibrant unified façade.
· Natural stone or brick should generally not be painted.

Signage
Excessive or overbearing signage can serve to clutter a streetscape, detracting from the character of a street or precinct. The Shopfront Enhancement Scheme 2026 supports the removal of inappropriate or excessive signage and its replacement with more sensitive signage, subject to receiving the appropriate consents and in line with the following criteria: 
· Signage should be contained within the fascia panel of the shopfront. Secondary signs / signage wall panels should be avoided.
· The fascia panel should generally only contain the name of the shop and the street number. Descriptions of services or goods offered for sale, phone numbers, email addresses etc. should not be included.
· The proportion of the fascia relative to the shopfront is extremely important. The height of fascia should not exceed 25% of the distance between the bottom of the fascia and the pavement. Fascia panels should be integrated into the shopfront / building façade.
· Letter design should be simple, legible and in proportion to the fascia. Lettering should generally be no more than 40cm high and should not exceed more than 60-70% of the height of the fascia. Oversized lettering or lettering that extends beyond the fascia should be avoided. 
· Signage should be of high-quality design, finish and installation. Avoid damage to decorative details, stonework or brickwork in fixing signage
· Use of traditional hand painted signage is encouraged, particularly in heritage properties / Architectural Conservation Areas.

· Signage should generally not be internally lit / projecting box signage.
· Digital / flashing / scrolling / animated signage should be avoided.
· Signage should not be painted directly onto heritage brickwork / stonework.
· A single fascia should not be used to link 2 adjoining visually distinct buildings.
Preferred materials for signage are:
· Timber with painted lettering
· Hand painted directly onto the fascia / render 
· Moulded plaster raised lettering
· Glass with painted / applied lettering
· Individual cut lettering applied directly to the fascia / signage zone or on simple rail system applied to fascia zone
· Engraved stone panelling
· Metal Panel
Plastic / Perspex / acrylic / PVC / tarpaulin / neon signs should be avoided. 

Signage within ACAs / Heritage Properties
Signage to the exterior of a Protected Structure or in an ACA should be discrete and sensitively designed so as not to negatively impact on the special character of the building / area. 
Existing shopfronts on heritage buildings should be retained and repaired, while signage in new shopfronts should be sympathetically proportioned to traditional signage, and not be overly tall, deep or internally lit. 
The installation of permanent flagpoles, flags and banners on the exterior of Protected Structures or structures within an ACA are not considered acceptable. 

Upper-storey Signage
Signage to upper floors of buildings is generally not supported under this scheme. An exception may be made in cases where the upper floors contain different commercial tenancies / uses than the ground floor. In such instances:
· Signage should be limited at first instance to a panel over / name plate beside the entrance door where the upper floor use(s) have their own separate entrance at ground level
· Lettering may be applied to the inside of upper floor glazing where appropriate. Such lettering should be monochrome, appropriately scaled and limited to the name of the business only. Strong colours and applied films or decals should be avoided.  
· Upper floor signage may only be permitted in very limited circumstances, where neither of the above options are possible, or where it can be demonstrated that such upper floor signage was an integrated / heritage feature of the building.  Such upper floor signage shall be modest when viewed from the street, shall be limited to the name of the business only, shall not be obtrusively lit, and in the case of heritage buildings shall be contained within any upper-level fascia / signage panel provided for the purpose. Such signage should take the form of:
· Lettering painted directly to the fascia / render
· Individual letters mounted to the wall or mounted on a simple rail mounted to the wall
· Painted timber sign within any integrated upper floor fascia
Funds may be provided for the removal of existing inappropriate upper floor signage.

Projecting or Hanging Signs
Projecting or hanging signs were not a traditional feature of Fingal townscapes. They can contribute to a visual clutter which detracts from the character of a building or area and are generally discouraged. 

Corporate Branding & Signage
Corporate branding and signage, including the use internally illuminated signage, bold poster-coloured or corporate livery colour schemes, logos, fonts and product placement, may not be appropriate in all locations. Corporate signage which would detract from the character of a building or streetscape, particularly when applied to a Protected Structure or in an ACA, should be adapted in scale, colour, materials and design. External digital signage for product placement such as on pub fronts or convenience stores are also not appropriate.  
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