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Chief ExecutiveɅs Foreword 
 

 

Last month, Fingal County Council reached a major 

sustainability milestone with confirmation that  the use 

of one million plastic bottles was avoided with EcoFil water 

dispensing stations across the county. The water stations are 

in place in thirty -one locations with three high use locations 

saving over 90,000 plastic bottles each. Fingal is the first local 

authority in Ireland to achieve the milestone and it speaks to 

the commitment of the people of  the county to build upon 

positive sustainability practices and to engage with initiatives 

which provide reusable options and seek to reduce waste. The 

Ecofil Iconic-V water dispensers were developed and 

manufactured in Ireland and since their launch in 2023, they 

have proven to be sturdy, weather resistant and hygienic 

sources of refreshing water for sports teams, walkers/joggers 

and visitors to our parks and public realm spaces. I am pleased 

that our installations have proven so  convenient and popular , 

whether you are out for a walk or supporting your team in a 

local park or even enjoying the beach on a sunny afternoon, 

please take the opportunity to fill up at your  nearest Ecofil 

dispenser listed  

here:   Water Stations in Fingal  

 

The town of Balbriggan is undergoing a significant 

rejuvenation at the moment with works continuing on 

delivering economic, infrastructural and social features of the 

Our Balbriggan Rejuvenation Programme. The redevelopment 

of Quay Street and the Harbour area is due for completion this 

year while the creative hub planned for Dublin Street will 

welcome visitors from the end of next year. Locals and visitors 

to Balbriggan have witnessed the positive changes in the area 

in recent years as improvements take shape and there are 

exciting times ahead. There was further good news for the 

coastal town, and wider North Fingal area, with the approval 

of the planning for the Balbriggan Community Swimming Pool 

at last monthɅs council meeting. The investment of ɚ11m in the 

project will cover the construction of a six-lane 25m pool with 

changing facilities, viewing gallery, meeting spaces, reception 

area, staff offices and welfare spaces. The carefully designed 

and planned proposal  was refined through the public 

consultation process to include a variable pool depth ranging 

from 1.10 metres to 1.80 metres. This will accommodate a 

wider range of users and support activities including learn to 

swim programmes, swimming training and general recreation. 

This highly anticipated facility will  be fully accessible and 

will  hugely compliment the suite of activities and amenities 

available in the area as well as supporting active and social 

lifestyles for service users.   

 

Summer in Fingal means lively local and family friendly 

festivals and exciting concerts featuring your favourite 

international and  home-grown acts! Towns across Fingal 

including Blanchardstown, Skerries, Castleknock 

and Donabate/Portrane will host fun summer festivals with 

live music, arts & crafts, childrenɅs entertainment and delicious 

food offerings. Annual favourites including Flavours of 

Fingal, the Rush Harbour Festival & Fingal Rush Air Display and 

the Fingal 10k race attract thousands of people each year as 

do the highly anticipated Malahide concert series and the 

Swords Town Park concerts. This year, eight top acts take to 

the stage at Malahide Castle with Nick Cave and the Bad Seeds 

commencing proceedings on Wednesday, June 10th. Thousands 

of concert goers will gather to see Kingfishr, Kodaline, Teddy 

Swims, Katy Perry, Michael Bublé, Calvin Harris and Maroon 5. 

I think you will agree, this is a 

hugely exciting and impressively diverse line up and no doubt 

all the acts will put on incredible shows in the stunning 

grounds of Malahide Castle.   

 

From Malahide to Donabate now and the newly imagined 

Flavours of Fingal ɀ the always anticipated county show will 

offer visitors an exciting new experience while retaining the 

focus on family friendly fun, equestrian events, live music and 

entertainment, delicious food and interactive activities. This is 

the 14th year of the show and while paid car parking will be 

available, we are encouraging everyone to use public transport 

to get to Newbridge House on Saturday, July 4th and Sunday, 

July 5th. There are a huge number of events taking place across 

Fingal in the coming months, all of which can be found on the 

following website  

https://www.eventsinfingal.ie/events I hope you can take the 

opportunity to  attend and enjoy some of 

these fantastic events.   

 

Finally, as the AGM of Fingal County Council takes place on 

Friday, June 12th, the term of office of Mayor Tom OɅLeary and 

Deputy Mayor Gráinne Maguire draws to a close. Before the 

chains of office pass to the next Mayor and Deputy Mayor, I 

know you will join me in expressing gratitude to them both  for 

their commitment and dedicati on to their work on behalf of 

their constituents over the last year. No doubt there have been 

many standout moments for the Mayor and Deputy 

Mayor since their election on June 13th, 2025, and I hope this 

last year has been a fulfilling, enjoyable and memorable one.  

Best wishes, 

AnnMarie Farrell y 

Chief Executive  
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SERVICES 
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Customer Services  

CRM 

Communications  

 

People Services  

 

People Services will continue to deliver targeted 

recruitment campaigns throughout 2026 to attract and 

secure high-quality talent in an increasingly competitive 

labour market. In parallel, People Services remains 

committed to strengthening organisational c apability by 

ensuring employeesɅ skills, competencies and 

professional development are continuously enhanced.  

  

Wellbeing Update  

 

People Services continue to offer a comprehensive and 

inclusive Wellbeing Programme for all staff, designed to 

support positive health and engagement throughout the 

organisation.  

 

Our programme includes a wide range of initiatives 

across our four Wellbeing pillars (physical, mental, 

social and financial wellbeing), along with access to a 

dedicated Employee Assistance Scheme for confidential 

guidance and support. 

 

HSU ɀ Health & Safety Unit    

  

The Health & Safety Unit is committed to ensuring that 

safety measures are in place by undertaking a proactive 

blended approach which creates an effective safe and 

healthy working environment.   

 

This includes undertaking risk assessments, safety 

audits and inspections, encouraging hazard reporting 

and taking corrective action. This approach is essential 

for preventing incidents and improving future safety 

practices in Fingal County Council.  
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Customer Services  

 

Customer Care Unit Statistics ɀ May 2026 

 

Total Calls 

CCU 

Total Emails 

CCU 

Total In Person 

Transactions  

8138 996 1064 

 

CRM  

 

Staff continue to work on the Customer Relationship 

Management System (CRM) and issue responses to 

representations from Elected Members (Councillors, TDs 

and Senators) and complaints submitted by the public. 

The total number of representations for May was 693 

broken down by department as follows: 

 
 

Communications  

 

Digital Statistics  

The fingal.ie website had 162,004 visitors during May, up 

5,727 from the previous period. The number of page 

views decreased to 316,845. The average time spent on 

the website decreased to 1m 13s. Two of the most 

popular pages were for Howth Maritime Festival (28,504 

views) and recycling centres (9,153 views). Planning 

applications remains popular, with 22,015 views.     

   

Facebook rose to 47,640 followers (+1%) while the 

number of views increased to 2,083,254 (+35%) from the 

previous month. There were 74,867 (+20%) engagements, 

the number of reactions, clicks, comments, shares and 

saves on our posts. The most popular post was Things to 

know before heading to Howth Maritime & Seafood 

Festival this weekend  (31,176 views).  

Instagram rose by 676 to 19,686 followers. Total views 

went up by 18.8% to 929,169, with a reach of 88,148 

(+74.5%). There were 11,905 (+64.3%) interactions. The 

most read post was Dive Into Howth Maritime Festival 

This Weekend in Dublin (50,043 views).    

   

WhatsApp now has 4,011 followers (+1.15%) with 1,813 

accounts reached during May, while numbers following 

our other corporate channels increase monthly - Threads 

(1,802), TikTok (1,235) and Bluesky (553).     



   

LinkedIn followers are now at 13,750 (+147). Our 

YouTube Channel subscribers rose by 21 to 2,056 in May. 

Total views in May were 6,744.  We now have 879 videos, 

our most popular videos during May were the Affordable 

Housing Scheme - Online Application Tutorial  (21,141 

views) and the introduction to Fingal's Nurturing 

Communities through Nature Bord Bia Bloom Garden 

2026 (300 views). We continue to webcast the monthly 

Council Meeting - May had 739 views.  

  

Press Releases    

  

There were 21 press releases issued during May covering 

topics such as Fingal being the first in Ireland to save 

one million water bottles through public water stations, 

the extension of the Fingal athletics league and Morton 

Games partnership, the Howth Maritime & Seafood 

Festival, funding for the restoration of Portmarnock 

Swimming Pool, the commencement of the next phase 

of Swords Public Realm works, and the commencement 

of ANCAɅs public consultation. 

   

Key coverage during the month of  May included RTE, 

Irish Times and Irish Independent covering the refusal of 

planning permission for MannaɅs drone base 

in Coolmine as well as the La Papessa Pizza planning 

case.  
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There was also extensive national coverage across TV 

and Radio on the public consultation by ANCA, including 

features on RTE Radio 1, Newstalk and SixOne.  

 

FingalɅs Bloom Garden was also featured heavily 

including a special feature on RTEɅs Bloom segment and 

interviews on RTE Radio 1.   

 

Local papers picked up the likes of erosion at the 

proposed location of a swimming platform in 

Balbriggan, the improvement of water quality at Fingal 

beaches, and the presentation of a new minibus by 

Fingal County Council staff to St MichaelɅs House 

Oaklands Service  

 

 
Minibus presented by Fingal County Council staff to St MichaelɅs House 

Oaklands Service.  

  

Media Queries   

  

Media queries during May included the provision of 

lifeguards at beaches in Fingal, arson attacks on council 

homes, the disposal of nitrous oxide canisters, the 

provision of circuses on council owned land, and taking 

in charge of estates.  
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ECONOMIC, COMMUNITY  & CULTURAL 
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TOURISM DEVELOPMENT 

Explore Fingal Food Markets  

Following a successful pilot season in 2025, Fingal 

County Council has launched the 2026 Explore Fingal 

Markets programme, marking the first rollout within the 

wider Explore Fingal brand family.  

 

Laura Duffy, Chair of Fingal Food Circle; The Mayor of Fingal, Cllr Tom 

OɅLeary; Wiseman, owner of SA Braai at Explore Fingal Markets 

Malahide. 
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The programme began with the weekly Saturday Explore 

Fingal Market Malahide on 2nd May, followed by the 

launch of the monthly Explore Fingal Market Swords in 

Swords Castle on 16th May. A pilot market is also 

planned for Millennium Park, Blanchardstown on 1 3th 

June. 

 

Markets will run throughout the summer across 

Malahide, Swords and Blanchardstown, with a strong 

focus on local food producers, Fingal Food Circle 

members and Fingal farmers. All markets are free to 

attend and aim to support local enterprise while 

enhancing the visitor experience across Fingal. 

 

Explore Fingal Brand-Welcoming for visitors of Explore Fingal Markets- 

Swords, 16th May 2026. 

Explore Fingal Brand Rollout : Regional 

Workshops & Community Group Training  

Fingal County Council continued the rollout of the new 

Explore Fingal destination tourism brand through a 

series of regional brand workshops held in Malahide 

and Naul on 20th May, followed by Blanchardstown on 

21st May. The practical workshops were designed to 

support tourism, food and drink businesses in 

understanding the Explore Fingal brand and how it can 

be incorporated into their own marketing activity. 

Businesses were introduced to the brand guidelines, 

provided with access to downloadable assets and shown 

how alignment with the destination brand can support 

promotion, visibility and visitor engagement across the 

county.  



The team also continues to support growing community 

involvement in tourism development through the 

delivery of Community Tourism Group Training held at 

Swords Carnegie Library on 13th May. Groups from  

Blanchardstown, Castleknock, Clonsilla, Swords, Naul, 

Donabate, and Malahide attended & this forms part of 

ongoing efforts to strengthen local engagement and 

community participation within FingalɅs tourism sector. 

 

SEO Declan Power opening the Community Tourism 

Group Training hosted in Carnegie Library swords, 12th 

May 2026. 

EVENTS 

 

Malahide Castle Concerts  

8 Concerts scheduled for Malahide Castle  

 

 
 

Howth Maritime Festival  

Took place over the weekend of the 23rd & 24th May, a 

bumper attendance enjoyed all the festival had to offer. 
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Festival and Events Funding ɀ May - June 2026 

Balbriggan Our Nature Festival 

Ulster 420s Championship 

Connect Festival 

Leinster Pipe Band Festival 2026 

Baldoyle Bay Biosphere Festival 

The Bleeding Pig Cultural Festival 

A Stitch in Time Festival Balbriggan 

Irish ILCA Master Championships 2026 

The Howth Wing Regatta 2026 

Blanchardstown Brass Band Festival ɈBrass ϥn The Parkɉ 

Skerries Ukulele Festival 

Skerries Summer Festival 

Balbriggan & Skerries Club Festival Fishing Day 

Sports Across the World 2026 

Lambay Races Regatta 2026 

ɈThe Celtic Openɉ WDO Latin World Titles and Dance 

Competition 

Balbriggan SummerFest 

St Maurs GAA Summer Festival 

25th Anniversary Skerries Trad Music Weekend 

Safter Together Summer Festival 

Skerries Rowing Club Regatta 

Castleknock Village Festival 

5th Annual Skerries Wild Bee Festival 

Dublin Plein Air Painting Festival 

Ballyboughal Heritage Summer Festival 

Lusk Summer Festival 

The Three Island Challenge 

Leinster ILCA Championship 

East of Ireland Pipe Band Championships 

Annual Slí Dhala Summer School 2026 

Total Funding  awarded : ɚ211,166  

HERITAGE PROPERTIES  

Ardgillan  Castle  

 
As one of FingalɅs main hubs for artists and in 

celebration of the Summer Solstice, Ardgillan Castle are 

hosting the ɄAn Ghrian Arts FestivalɅ, a weekend of arts 

events in the castle from 19th-21st June.   

Malahide Castle and Gardens  



 

Queen Flash featuring the Live Queen Experience comes 

to Malahide Castle this September. Set against the 

stunning backdrop of one the iconic historic castle, this 

spectacular open air Queen tribute concert will 

celebrate the greatest hits of one of the worldɅs most 

legendary rock bands. Tickets are now on sale. 

Newbridge House and Farm  

 
 

Immerse yourself in the world of Bridgerton with a 

stunning string quartet performance in a beautiful 

walled garden. Enjoy a romantic evening filled with 

classic and contemporary tunes. The concert will take 

place on August 9th and tickets are now on sale. 

 

The Casino Model Railway Museum  

 
 

Special offer ɚ2 museum entry is now available during 

the weekly Explore Fingal food market at the Casino. To 

avail of this offer simply attend the market on any 

Saturday from 10-4pm and then pop into the Museum.  

In anticipation of increased footfall this Summer the 

Casino was also recently repainted and improvements 

were made to the bathrooms. 
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CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT 

 

The Carnegie  

Open calls were issued during this period for two new 

music development initiatives connected to the future 

programming of the Swords Cultural Quarter. In 

partnership with Music Network, a call out was launched 

for the Musician in Residence programme aimed at 

supporting artist engagement and community 

participation through a workshops and performances.  

 

In parallel, a commissioning opportunity was developed 

with the Contemporary Music Centre for a new choral 

work for Fingal based choirs that will premiere at the 

launch of Culture House. Both initiatives represent an 

important step in developing ambitious,  artist -led and 

community -driven programming for th e Cultural 

Quarter ahead of its opening. 

 

Youth & Education   

 

Seanchaí Microforest Publication Launch, 

Blakestown.   

A new publication showcasing the journey of the 

Seanchaí Microforest was released following a public 

celebration on site in the presence of Mayor of Fingal, 

Cllr Tom OɅLeary, Deputy Currie, Deputy Donnelly, Cllr 

Walsh, Cllr Carbone Mangan, Cllr Kitt, Cllr Donnelly and 

Cllr Troy. Seanchaí Microforest is an arts-in-education 

initiative developed by Fingal Arts Office, Superprojects, 

artist Gareth Kennedy and Blakestown Community 

School. 

  

Colaiste DhulaighɅs Graduate Show, the Atrium, 

Swords.  

 



      
 

Fingal Arts Office hosted the City of Dublin FET College 

Dhúlaigh Art and Design Graduate Showcase at the 

Atrium of Fingal County Council in acknowledgement of 

the powerful role that art plays in lifelong education. 

Graduates came together from a wide range of 

backgrounds, reflecting vibrant diversity in the 

exceptional work on display across art, craft, and 

design. Deputy Mayor, Cllr Grainne Maguire welcomed 

the graduates, tutors and families, acknowledging the 

remarkable dedication, resilience, creativity and vision 

that filled the Atrium.  

 

Youth Dance Programme Development, 

Balbriggan.  

  

 
  

Over 100 children in Balbriggan are working with three 

of Ireland's leading dance artists to learn urban and 

fusion dance styles as part of a new initiative from Fingal 

Arts Office in partnership with the Dublin Youth Dance 

Company (DYDC). Facilitated by professional dance 

artists Matt Szczerek, Alex OɅNeill and Josué Reis, the 

programme is creating new and accessible 

opportunities in dance that empowers children to 

express themselves creatively, enhance their quality of 

life, and promote positive outcomes across physical, 

mental, and social health. 
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Every 5th-class pupil in St. TeresaɅs NS and Balbriggan 

ETNS is receiving a 12-week dance course covering dance 

technique, choreography, improvisation , and 

performance preparation.  The school-based projects 

form part of a wider dance initiative for children and 

young people, which will also include a summer dance 

project delivered in community settings, alongside 

further training pathways with DYDC in the future. 

 

Public Art  

 

HarryɅs Wall, Balbrigganɀ John Kindness  

 

 
 

Artist John Kindess returned to Balbriggan in May to 

continue production on HarryɅs Wall at the Harry 

Reynolds Road in Balbriggan. We will officially launch 

the work later this year. 
 

Creative Places Balbriggan  
 

 
 

The Creative Places Balbriggan Strategy 2026-27 

was officially  launched at The Lark Concert Hall in 

Balbriggan. The strategy has three main priority 

pillars of workɀ Creative Youth, Creative Industry 

and Climate Action.  

 

The project also launched its first funding call with 

the Making Waves Seed Funding Scheme, which will 

fund programmes up to ɚ5,000 to kickstart creative 

activities between artists and Balbriggan 

community groups.  



Balbriggan Cultural Companions celebrated 

Bealtaine Festival in May with free photography 

and flower-arranging workshops for over50s in 

Ardgillan Castle. The coordinator also attended the 

official launch of Bealtaine at Aras an Uachtaráin.  

Local artist support clinics also continued with 

ɈSounding Out Balbrigganɉ at The Lark Concert 

Hall. 

 

Castleknock Tidy Towns ɀ Auburn Avenue ɀ Active 

Travel ɀ  Public Art Commissioning Process  
 

As Part of our Public Art Strategy, the arts office are 

developing a public art commissioning toolkit and have 

started a pilot project with Castleknock Tidy Towns and 

Curatorial Production organisation Kunstervein 

Aughrim. 

 

 
 

Local Arts Development  

 

 
 

To mark the end of Maria McSweeneys artist residence 

at Loughshinny Boathouse, the arts office hosted public 

events as part of Dublin Climate Action Week and 

Biodiversity Week. 
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On Saturday 16th May, Maria was joined by Dr. Maeve 

Edwards from the Irish Seaweed Consultancy. The event 

featured a seaweed education walking tour along the 

beach in Loughshinny, where 25 participants learned 

about and foraged for local seaweed species from the 

shore.  On Saturday 23rd May, Maria was joined by 

Lorraine Bull, the Executive Biodiversity Officer for Fingal 

County Council who led a walking tour in addition to an 

open studio where visitors can visit the Loughshinny 

Boathouse and see Maria's work created during her 9 

month residency.  

 

Draíocht  

 

The May /June programme is well underway.   The 

programme includes our programme mix of local, arts 

and commercial work seeing 4 Dublin 15 based schools 

of dance/drama/music presenting their end of year 

performances in Draíocht during that period.  

Our next Exhibition is ɄColouringsɅ by Lucy Hill, curated 

by Helen OɅDonoghue .  This will open on Saturday June 

6th at 1pm.  This is Cruinniu Na nOg, the national day 

celebrating childrenɅs creativity, so it is a fitting day to 

open this show, given that it is a commission for 

children.  It forms part of a very busy Cruinniu Na nOg, 

programme at Draíocht which includes graffiti 

workshops, performances of a dance project created 

with and performed by young people and a Family Day.  

Diarmuid Woodcock, who was one of the Spring 26 

artists, will be in the Studio from mid -May to mid-July.  

The Fingal/Draíocht Artists Studio Residency award 

application closing date has passed and the Selection 

Panel will meet on June 3rd.  The selected artist will be in 

the Studio from September to end of December 2026. 

The ɄOther KitchensɅ Residency with Veronica Coburn 

and Lou Lewis will finish at the end of May.  A work in 

progress showing of the pieces will take place on May 

29th at 12 noon.   Industry professionals and Dublin 15 

residents who talked to Ron and Lou of their experiences 

of prescription meds, will be invited to same.   The plan 

for this piece is that Draíocht will take it out to Dublin 15 

houses in 2027, continuing our commitment to make 

work that is relevant and to brain same out side the walls 

of DraiochtɅs building. 

Veronica CoburnɅs piece ɄWithout Distinction of SexɅ 

which is our 2026 Dublin Theatre show is now full speed 

ahead.   

Members of the community choir (mostly Fingal 

residents) will meet in Draíocht over May, June and July.  

Recording of the choir may take place here over a 

weekend in July depending on viability of the space/roof 

works.   

 



The 2026 Toddler TakeOver Event took place on the 13th 

and 14th May.  This is the 11th year of the event and it is 

incredibly popular.   The first session for May 14th sold 

out in one minute!   The structure changed this year to 

enable more toddlers have access to this experience 

created for them.   Over 500 people came through the 

building between 10am and 2pm on May 14th.   The May 

13th event was opened to special units and preschools. 

 

Full details are available on www.draiocht.ie 

 

The Seamus Ennis Arts Centre  

 

Workshops  

This month we ran a Sourdough Making Workshop  

on the 10th May which sold out with 20 attendees. Due 

to the popularity of this workshop, we were lucky to be 

able to offer a second workshop which also sold out at 

20 attendees 

Ceílí Beag  returned this month for their parent & 

toddler sensory workshop which took place on Friday 

15th May and was also sold out with 15 attendees. 

For National Drawing Day on 16th May we welcomed 

artist Cormac Dennis who ran his Spectrum Sketch ɀ 

Drawing in Colour  workshop which was sold out with 

16 attendees. 

Our workshops conclude this month with our monthly 

Pop Up Gaeltacht  which will take place on Thursday 

21st May. 

 

Film   

This month we continued our film screenings with 

Urchin  scheduled to screen on Thursday 7th May 

however due to issues out with our control unfortunately 

we had to cancel this event.  Our IFI Schools program 

continued this month where we screened the film 

Alemania  on the 7th May to Junior Cycle Spanish 

students from Dundalk Secondary School with 72 

attendees.  
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Music  

On the 9th May we welcomed Kimmie Rhodes  back to 

the TSEAC stage where she played to 65 attendees. This 

month we also welcomed Dublin singer and songwriter 

Zoé Basha & Band  on the 15th May. This event was 

attended by 38 guests. Out traditional Irish music 

sessions continued this month with Seisiún Oige  taking 

place on Sunday 17th May where 15 attending young 

musicians were be led by Comhaltas Craobh 

Fionnghlaise in a traditional Irish music slow session 

specifically designed for children and young adults. Our 

monthly Traditional Irish Music Slow Session with 

Paudie OɅconnor took place on Sunday 17th May which 

was attended by 20 people in the room and an 

additional 15 attendees who joined in via zoom. Our 

monthly Singing Session  will take place on Thursday 

21st May both in person and online and will welcome 

special guest singer Ian Lynch . The Singing Sessions will 

also be available to view via live stream on our FB, 

YouTube and Instagram.  

Our month of music events will conclude with an 

acoustic show from The 4 of Us  on 22nd May. 

 

   
 

Special Events  

Our annual Artisan Food Fair  took place on Sunday 

10th May which saw our courtyard come alive with 

artisan foods, local produce, makers and bakers. The 

food fair welcomed a large and steady crowd 

throughout the course of the day with approx. 880 

attendees. 

This month will end with a special commemorative event 

on 28th May The Séamus Ennis Commemorative 

Finglas & Ballymun Community Event for All will 

bring people together to honour Séamus Ennis through 

shared tradition, performance and participation, 

reflecting the values of music, community and cultural 

heritage that shaped his lifeɅs work. 

This event will be held in Erins Isle GAA club and is ran in 

connection with Dublin City Council. 

 

Visual Arts  

Our current exhibition ɄBog to BloomɅ by Daniel 

Chester will continue to hang in The Easter Snow 

Gallery until the 31st May. This stunning exhibition 

features a body of paintings that are inspired by the 

https://www.draiocht.ie/


landscapes of rural Leitrim, Fermanagh, Sligo and 

Donegal. 

 

LIBRARIES 

 

Cruinniú  na  nÓg 

 
Cruinniú na nÓg will take place on Saturday, 6th 

June offering a day of free creative activities for children 

and young people across Fingal. This year, over 50 

events will take place in libraries, Draiocht and Seamus 

Ennis centres and Swords castle. Swords Castle will 

host We Own the Castle, a live music event for teenagers 

featuring Garageland Galaxyz, alongside the WavinɅ 

Words spoken word event showcasing performances by 

some of FingalɅs most promising young talent.  
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Fingal was represented at the national launch of 

the programme on 18th May, by Eabha OɅKeeffe (17) 

and the band Aerial Thomas Flynn (15), Matthew Newell 

(16), Nathan Kegan (17), and Alex Greham (17)  who 

performed for Minister Patrick OɅDonovan.   

 

   
 

PlayLab Project  

Fingal Libraries is partnering with the HSE and Aster 

Family Resource Centre, Balbriggan, for the PlayLab 

initiative. PlayLab is designed to support early childhood 

development through promoting arts -based 

engagement and parental wellbeing. 

 

Little Library Book Bags  

 

 
 

Parents whose children are starting school this 

September can pick up a free bag of books from their 

local library, as part of the national ɄMy Little Library 

Book BagɅ initiative. ɄMy Little LibraryɅ aims to instil to a 

lifelong love of books and reading in young children. 

 

Inclusive Creativity   

Adults supported by Prosper Fingal are taking part in 

creative workshops in Balbriggan, Howth, Malahide and 

Rush libraries over the summer months.  

 

Swords Castle Food Markets: Chapel Programme   

Fingal Libraries is once again running a programme of 

events for all ages in the Chapel, Swords Castle, as part 

of the summer food markets. 

 

Discovering  Drumanagh   

Discovering Drumanagh captures the creative response 

of students from St. CatherineɅs National School, 



Rush working alongside Fingal-based author and 

illustrator, Niamh Sharkey, to one of the countyɅs most 

fascinating hidden landscapes: Drumanagh, an ancient 

Iron Age promontory fort..  

 

Fondly, Fingal Libraries  

 
Fingal Libraries is launching letter writing programme 

Fondly, Fingal Libraries in June 2026 for adult library 

patrons, developed in partnership with Delaware 

Libraries, USA. 

Patrons will be matched with patrons of Delaware 

Libraries based on age, interests and preferences, and 

communicate as pen pals through handwritten letters 

using An Post. 

The programme promotes connection, cultural 

exchange and creative engagement while supporting 

FingalɅs commitment to addressing loneliness and social 

isolation, in line with the Korale Interreg project, placing 

special focus on engaging Housebound Library users 

The project will be promoted during the month of June, 

with the registration window open between 29 th June 

and 19th July.  

 

Poetry and Translation EU presidency 

commission  

Fingal Libraries are working with poet Christodoulos 

Makris on an event that centres connectivity through 

language, as part of the programming for Ireland's EU 

presidency.  
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Bringing together poets and translators working in 

various languages including Irish, Latvian, Italian and 

German, this interactive poetry event will include 

informal discussion of the translation process as well as 

poetry performance.  

 

Hi Digital Tablet Launch  

Fingal Libraries have partnered with Vodafone 

Foundation to make digital skills education more 

accessible to elderly borrowers through a tablet loan 

scheme. In partnership with ALONE, Hi Digital is 

Vodafone FoundationɅs free online course for older 

people, helping them to build digital confidence through 

short, simple lessons.  

 

Poetry in Swords Castle  

 
 

Fingal Libraries collaborated with Fingal-based poetry 

collective Rough Draft Poetry for two spoken word events 

in the Chapel, Swords Castle. 'Bloom' featured spoken 

word performance, music, and collaborative writing 

exercises. ɄStrands of HomeɅ focuses on women's stories 

and will take place on Poetry Day Ireland, 28th May. 

 

Creative Health and Wellbeing in the Community  

Creative Fingal has successfully secured additional 

funding under the  Creative Health and Wellbeing in the 

Community Scheme 2026ɀ2028 to deliver two projects: 

¶ Imagine, Create, Grow: Helium Inspiring Life 

Through Art  

¶ Weaving Worlds: Creative Fashion Upcycling 

Across Borders and Ages  

 

 

Economic Development  

 

Sister Cities ɀ Fingal & Chengdu  
 

A delegation from Fingal, led by the Mayor Cllr Tom 

OɅLeary, and including the Chair of the Economic SPC Cllr 

Kieran Dennison and the Chair of the Planning SPC Cllr 

Eoghan OɅBrien, attended the 2026 Chengdu 

International Friendship Cities Cooperation and 

Development Conference.  
 



 
 

The Mayor participated in Roundtable Dialogue with 

Mayors from 32 cities in 26 countries attending the 

Conference on Economic, Community & Cultural co-

operation between Chengdu and its 254 sister cities. This 

is a significant opportunity for Fingal to develop 

international relationships through a broad network of 

local governments. 

 

 
 

The delegation met with representatives from the 

Chengdu Municipality to explore the opportunity for 

increased cooperation and development of this long-

standing relationship. Meetings were also held with a 

variety of state and business enterprises and regulators 

in the planning, economic development, energy, tourism 

and arts sectors and these links will assist in developing 

the relationship with Chengdu. 
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The delegation also visited Beijing and met with Irish 

Ambassador Dr. Nicolas OɅBrien and with Enterprise 

Ireland representatives to discuss the general 

relationship between Ireland and China, the potential 

benefit to Fingal and opportunities to work with the 

Embassy to develop the Fingal - Chengdu link. 
 

 
 

Xplore Your Future Fingal TY Skills Expo 2026 ɀ 

Update ɀ May 2026  

 

 
 

¶ Following on from last year's extremely 

successful event in the Helix which hosted over 

2300 students and 80+ exhibitors, preparation 

is underway for the 4th annual Xplore Your 

Future Fingal TY Skills Expo. 

¶ Registration has closed with over 2300 students 

registered. 

 

Dublin Tech Week ɀ Update May 2026  

 

 
 

¶ The Council in collaboration with Fingal 

Chamber Skillnet held a flagship event as part 

of Dublin Tech Week with Riot Games opening 

the doors to their remote broadcast centre in 

Swords on the 28th of May.  

¶ The event was attended by TDɅs Councillors, 

local government, education stakeholders and 

representatives from local businesses in Fingal. 

 



Interreg Skyla Project ɀ Update ɀ May  2026 

 

  
 

 
  

¶ On the 5th- 6th of May the Economic 

Development team attended the 7th SKYLA 

Partner meeting in Athens. 

¶ The meeting brought together regional 

authorities, education providers, policymakers, 

and stakeholders onsite and online to exchange 

good practices, review policy developments, and 

collaboratively prepare the final phase of the 

project.   

¶ Interreg Europe have reached out to discuss 

potential short stories and articles on the Fingal 

Skills Strategy (our SKYLA Policy instrument). 

Meetings will take place in the coming weeks to 

discuss the content and draft our story. 

 

Sustainable Fingal - Update May 2026  

 

¶ An update on the Strategy will be brought to the 

June SPC meeting. 
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Circular Cities - Update ɀ May  2026 

 
¶ The 2026 Circular Cities Declaration Report for 

Fingal was submitted to the CCD on the 11th of 

May, highlighting Fingal's sustainable and 

circular initiatives.  

 

LOCAL AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT 

 

Fingal LCDC  

 

¶ Next LCDC Meeting: 16th July 2026 

¶ Healthy Ireland & LECP: Ongoing 

implementation and review.  

¶ New LCDC brand launched by DRCDG. 

 

LEADER Programme Update  

¶ LAG Meeting took place on 20th May 2026. Nine 

projects were approved by the LAG. 

 

 
 

Local Enhancement Programme (LEP) 2026  

 

¶ Funding Available: ɚ268,827 allocated to Fingal 

for Capital Projects only.  

¶ The Evaluation Meeting for final sign-off took 

place on 24 March 2026. 

¶ List of successful projects submitted to DRCDG 

on 22 April 2026. 

 
 

 

Woodlands for Health  

¶ Healthy Fingal is working with the HSEɅs mental 

health services to support people dealing with 

mental health issues through the delivery of walking 

programme in Newbridge Demesne.   

¶ The Programme will run for 8 weeks starting in June 

with approximately 30 participants taking part, with 

information provided in relation to follow -on 

physical activity options in the community.  



 
 

Smoke Free Homes  

¶ Healthy Fingal is working with the HSE and Empower 

to promote the Smoke Free Homes Challenge, which 

takes place throughout the month of June.  

¶ A number of schools in Fingal are taking part in the 

Smoke Free Homes colouring competition and weɅre 

encouraging households to sign up to the challenge.    

¶ The initiative aims to highlight the dangers of 

second-hand smoke in both the home and car with 

weekly information provided weekly to households 

with an opportunity for them to win some prizes for 

taking part.  
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Sailing into Wellness  

¶ Healthy Fingal is working with the North Dublin 

Drugs & Alcohol Task Force to provide people in 

recovery with the opportunity to take part in a 

weeklong sailing programme.  

¶ The programme will take place at Howth Yacht Club, 

with the initiative running for a week in June and 

July.  

¶ It aims to support personal development, promote 

positive mental health, help participants to set goals 

and build confidence, teamwork and resilience. 

 
 

TOWN REGENERATION OFFICE 

 

Our Balbriggan 2025 ɀ 2030 Rejuvenation Plan ɀ A 

Socio-Economic Strategy  

 

The Balbriggan Leadership Group, chaired by Dr. David 

Begg is scheduled to meet on June 10th,  where Members 

will receive updates on the Urban Regeneration 

Development Funded Public Infrastructure Projects and 

progress reports from its four Pillar Chairs; Economic 

Development, Education, Skills & Training, Community 

Development & Sustainability, Climate Action & 

Biodiversity.  

 
 

 

The Quay Street, Harbour & Environs  redevelopment 

works are now in their final phase, with the majority of 

the work scheduled to be substantially completed in June 

2026.  



   

The heritage restoration of the RNLI Boathouse building, 

harbour pavilion buildings, kiosks and public toilets are 

due for completion in June 2026. The Council have 

engaged a Commercial Operator to look at commercial 

retail and leisure opportunities and assist in the 

examination of viable options for these buildings.    Site 

testing investigations are complete on the site of 

BalbrigganɅs old gas works, which is part of the new 

Harbour Square development.  

 

 

Following the February Swords/Balbriggan ACM, the 

Section 38 Quay Street & Environs Traffic Management 

Scheme was agreed and traffic control measures works 

in Georges Hill, Mill Street, Quay Street, Harbour Road 

and Seapoint Lane are to proceed in Q2 2026.  
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The procurement process to appoint a contractor for the 

redevelopment of 2-4 Dublin Street is ongoing. 

 

 
 

An Integrated Design Team, McCullough Mulvin 

Architects, have been appointed for the DeBruns site and 

are progressing work on design options based on best 

possible uses and site constraints. It is intended to 

proceed to a Part 8 planning public consultatio n process 

in 2026.  

 

Our Balbriggan Programme Office and FCC Architects 

continue to progress the Boathouse and Bathhouse 

project.  Based on the current programme, a public 

planning process is likely to commence in Q3 2026 with 

construction commencing in early 2027 for completion 

of the project in late 2027. 

 

 
 



Our Balbriggan Programme Office continues to work 

with the Operations Department on a programme of 

works to enhance spaces for young people. Work has 

commenced on the ChieftainɅs Drive/Moylaragh Road 

Scheme, Balbriggan, with the installation of a Half MUGA 

and additional outdoor enhancements.   Works will be 

completed in the coming weeks. 

This adds to the variety of locations available for young 

people of Balbriggan, with three other locations 

completed in Millpond, Bremore and Charlie Moore 

Parks.  

 

 
 

Town Centre First  

 

  
 

The Town Teams in Ballyboughal, Balrothery, Donabate, 

Lusk and Rush continue to implement their town plans. 

 

Town Team meetings in Lusk, Ballyboughal and 

Donabate took place during April. Meetings in Rush and 

Balrothery took place in the third week of May. 

 

The Donabate Town Team with the support of Fingal 

LEADER Partnership and Donabate Parish have recently 

procured a design consultant to produce a feasibility 

study for a new public realm area within the grounds of 

St. PatrickɅs church. 

 

In May, the Town Regeneration Office  commenced a 

series of capacity building workshops, led by an 

experienced facilitator in Skerries.  
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The meetings have been well attended by 

representatives of local community groups, local 

businesses, and residents. Further meetings will take 

place over the coming months. The process will conclude 

with the formation of a new Town Team for Skerries, and 

the creation of a Town Centre First Health Check for the 

Town.  

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Town & Village Renewal Scheme 2025  

 

The Town Regeneration Office secured ɚ1,035,450 in 

funding for all five applications submitted to the TVRS 

scheme operated by the Department of Rural and 

Community Development & The Gaeltacht which was 

announced in December 2025. Consultations are 

ongoing between the Town Regeneration Office, other 

departments within FCC and Town Teams to determine 

the details of each project in order to ensure a maximum 

return on these funds for each local community.  The 

successful applications under the Town and Village 

Renewal Scheme, 2025 were: 



St. MargaretɅs - Community Hall Enhancement  

Funding of ɚ500,000 has been approved to complete the 

repair, refurbishment and extension of the existing 

Community Hall in St MargaretɅs to include mechanical 

and electrical upgrades, fire safety and site clearing. This 

project will be led by the Community Development Office 

and supported by the Town Regeneration Office. 

Ballyboughal - Public Realm Enhancement  

Funding of ɚ218,700 has been approved. This project 

will be led by the Ballyboughal Town Team and 

supported by the Town Regeneration Office. 

 

Consultations between the Town Team, the Town 

Regeneration Office other FCC departments are ongoing 

to agree a strategy for the works in question. 

 

Lusk - Public Realm Enhancement  

Funding of ɚ195,075 has been secured under TVRS for 

Lusk. The projects identified will be led by the Lusk Town 

Team and supported by the Town Regeneration Office.  

The town team are actively examining the possibilities 

regarding streetscape improvement, digital heritage and 

wayfinding options. 

 

Rush ɀ Feasibility Study for Public Realm 

Enhancement  

Funding of ɚ50,000 has been secured for Rush. The 

selected project will be led by the Rush Town Team and 

supported by the Town Regeneration Office. 

 

Feedback received from a recent public engagement 

process has been assessed and procurement documents 

are being prepared to obtain a contractor to complete a 

feasibility study. 

 

Balrothery ɀ Feasibility Study for Public Realm 

Enhancement  

Funding of ɚ49,500 has been secured and the. project 

will be led by the Balrothery Town Team and supported 

by the Town Regeneration Office.  A contractor has now 

been appointed to complete an initial Geophysical Study 

of the area in question within Balrothery.  
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Derelict Sites  

119 no. Statutory notices have issued under the Derelict 

Sites Act 1990 to owners of derelict sites year to date. 

 

5 no. properties have been removed from the Derelict 

Sites Register since the start of the year following 

compliance with Section 11 Notices. A further 3 no. 

properties have been added to the Derelict Sites Register 

this year which brings the current number of properties 

on the Derelict Sites Register to 26. 
 

 

There have been a total of 78 no. inspections carried out 

year to date in 2026 on existing files and new referrals 

from members of the public and through the activity of 

the Derelict Sites team.  

 

Local Enterprise Office   

LEO Fingal provides a broad suite of support services to 

stimulate enterprise and enable small businesses to 

succeed.   

  

National Enterprise Awards 2026   

 

 
  

Fingal Enterprise Awards Winner Marti Nulty of Now 

Coco based in Ballyboughal represents Fingal at the 

National Enterprise Awards in the Mansion House on 

Thursday June 18th. We wish Marti the best of luck at the 

National Final.  

  

 

Fingal Business Network   



  

  

The latest Networking event titled ɈThe Grit and the 

Gloryɉ took place on 24 April at the Carlton Dublin 

Airport Hotel with over 70 Fingal businesses in 

attendance featuring a panel discussion among four 

Fingal businesses exploring the highs and lows of their 

business journey. The Fingal Business Network meets 

three to four times per annum, with the next event 

planned for  Friday 25th September 2026.  

  

Student Enterprise Awards 2026 -   

National Final May 7th   

  

  

The Student Enterprise Programme National Final took 

place in Mullingar on 7  May 2026, with Fingal proudly 

represented across the Junior, Intermediate and Senior 

categories. 
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The students showcased innovation,  creativity and 

entrepreneurial skill, making a highly positive 

impression at national level. Notably, Tiny Terrariums 

(Loreto Balbriggan) was awarded the Sustainability 

Award in the Intermediate category, recognising 

excellence in environmental awareness and sustainable 

business practices.  

  

 Fingal Enterprising WomenɅs Network (FEWN) 

  

     

 

Building on its successful ϥnternational WomenɅs Day 

event, FEWN hosted its Summer Event on May 29th at 

the Carlton Hotel, Dublin Airport with almost 100 female 

entrepreneurs being inspired by award winning 

entrepreneur Emma Maye. The theme was "Own Your 

Value: Money Mindset for Business Success". 

Attendees listened to an engaging fireside chat exploring 

money mindsets, pricing strategies, negotiation, and 

resilience. The event concluded with a networking lunch . 

 

 Fingal Business Supports Briefing   

  

      

The May  online Business Supports Briefing attracted 

126 registrants who joined to learn about how the LEO 

can support their business. The next briefing will take 

place online on June 17th.  A video version has also now 

been released, meaning clients can watch the most 

recent briefing at any time.  

  

Food Sectoral Supports   



   

     

  

Run by the LEO with Supervalu/Musgraves, Food 

Academy applications closed in May with 5 Fingal 

businesses applying for a much coveted place in the 

final shortlist.   Finalists get a listing with SuperValu and 

exposure to the experience of supplying a large Food 

Business. The next LEO Food Starter 

Programme commences on 2nd June. Dublin Food 

Chain, an initiative of the 4 Dublin LEOs announced a 

new schedule of network events, to include learning 

events, international market visits and business 

networking.  

   

Evaluations and Approvals Committee   

  

The Evaluation and Approvals Committee (EVAC) appro

ved ɚ418,092 across26 business grant applications to d

ate in 2026. The next EVAC meeting 

will  convene on 26th June.       

   

Management Development   

 

     

  

LEO Fingal has been running a blend of short and multi -

session courses aimed at strengthening the quality of 

leadership of  Fingal businesses. These include courses 

in financial management, pricing, taxation,  HR and 

Marketing Development. 226 participants have attended 

these sessions ytd.   
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Sustainability Supports   

  

           

LEO Fingal provides expertise and incentives to enable 

small businesses to reduce their carbon footprint and 

become more sustainable. 20 applicants were approved 

for funding under this scheme in 2025.  8 have been 

approved so far in 2026. 

 

Business Advice Clinics and Mentoring   

  

 
LEO Fingal provides one to one business support services 

through Business Advice Clinics and a Mentoring 

programme, both online and in person.  This service is 

completely subsidised by Fingal LEO and offered to 

clients free of charge. It is always in high 

demand  484 clients have signed up to the mentor and 

business advice clinic service year to date. 

  

Business Loan Scheme   

  

LEO Fingal provides a loan scheme through its 

partnership with Microfinance Ireland (MFI), up to 

ɚ50,000 per approved applicant. So far this 

year 14 MFI loan applications have beenprocessed, 

supported by an expert mentor who guides applicants 

through the process to maximise their prospect of 

approval.   

  

Training and Events   

 

LEO Fingal runs a comprehensive programme of 

Training and Events throughout the year. So far in 2026 

there has been 67 events with 1,764 registered,  

including   6  Start Your Own Business courses with 79 

participants and 3 Business Supports Briefings with 408 

attending. 

Internationalisation  and Export Development   

  



The Market Explorer Grant is available to small 

enterprises in the manufacturing and international 

trading sectors (with up to 50 employees). The amount 

of the grant is 50% of eligible costs up to a maximum of 

ɚ10,000. LEO Fingal approved 3 businesses year to 

date with several businesses currently working on 

applications.   

  

Digital & Innovation Supports   

     

  
The Grow Digital Voucher and Digital for  Business sche

mes offer SMEs grant and capability supports 

to embrace digital  technology.  So far  in 

2026, 29 clients have been approved through  these pro

grammes.  There have also been 3 Digital Boost 

Webinars to educate clients on these programmes and 

to help them apply with the next Webinar on 4th June.   

   

Productivity & Competitiveness Supports   

  

     

  

Lean For Business is designed to enableSMEsto adopt 

Lean business principles in their organisations to 

increase performance and competitiveness. LEO 

Fingalwill target grant recipients in the past 2 years 

to participate  in a lean workshop in September to 

advance understanding of Lean throughout their 

business practices.  
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Community Development & Inclusion  

¶ Community Development  

¶ Facilities Management  

¶ Interagency 

¶ Age Friendly Fingal  

¶ Integration  

¶ Funding  

 

Community Development  

Community Development supports people to work 

collectively to address social, economic, environmental, 

and cultural challenges, from local initiatives to wider 

programmes. Capacity and participation rely on 

collaboration between communities and supporting 

agencies. 

The Community Development & Inclusion Division 

delivers work across community support, social 

inclusion, equality, intercultural engagement, and 

empowerment. 

This month, the Community Development Office 

supported the following:   
 

IPB Pride of Place Competition 2026  

 

 

Howth, Huntstown, and Balrothery will represent Fingal 

in the 2026 IPB Pride of Place Competition, an all-island 

awards programme recognising excellence in 

community development. 

 



¶ Howth Sutton Autism Friendly Community: 

Inclusive Communities category 

¶ Balrothery Community Association: 2,500ɀ

5,000 population category 

¶ Huntstown Community Centre: Urban 

Neighbourhoods category 

Judging takes place 24ɀ25 August, with finals on 24 

October at the Convention Centre Dublin.  

 

Partners for transformation community 

leadership training in Lusk  

 

 
 

Fifteen participants completed leadership and capacity-

building training at Lusk Cultural Centre. The 

programme combined theory, practical skills, and 

volunteer experience, focusing on group effectiveness, 

inclusion, and long-term sustainability. Participa nts are 

now applying learning locally.  

 

Street Feasts  

Roadshows in Baldoyle and Mulhuddart helped drive 

participation, with 99 Fingal groups registered for Street 

Feast (23ɀ24 May), promoting neighbourly connection 

and local engagement.  

 

 
 

Rivermeade:  Place Standards Tool Progress 

Report . 

Strong resident engagement continues, with over 20 

volunteers and stakeholders expected to participate. The 

Place Standards event is scheduled for 29 June.  
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THRIVE Swords: Hello, How are you?  

 

A public engagement event at Pavilions Shopping Centre 

distributed 400ɀ500 conversation cards, encouraging 

social connection and active listening.  

 

 
 

Dublin Climate Action Week & Fingal Keen to Be 

Green Communities  

 

An event at Knocksedan Estate engaged 60 residents 

through a garden tour and sustainability workshops. 

Interest is growing ahead of the installation of the FCC 

Bloom Show Garden at Brackenstown Walled Gardens.  

 

Strengthening Community Connections in 

Churchfields, Mulhuddart through collaboration 

and innovation.  

Collaborative initiatives strengthened community 

connections through outreach, reduced anti-social 

behaviour, and increased participation. Progress 

includes a new ResidentsɅ Association, planned 

community garden and wellbeing hub, and youth 

engagement programmes.  



 
 

Community Facilities Management  

The unit supports 38 centres and oversees capital works.  
 

Corduff Resource Centre  

 

Refurbishment is on track for summer 2026. Works 

include insulation, roofing, mechanical and electrical 

upgrades, and accessibility improvements. Additional 

funding supports boundary and car park upgrades.  
The centre will be managed by Fingal Community & 

Recreation Services CLG.  
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European URBAN Initiative    

 
 

Fingal secured funding for governance exchange with 

partners in Finland and Spain. A May visit enabled 

shared learning and identification of best practices to 

support future growth.  

 

Fingal Community Centres - Climate Action Heroes 

Challenge 

142 participants across 26 teams achieved savings of 

14,524 kg COϜ, exceeding 2025 results.  

 

 

                

Interagency   

 

The Community Development Office collaborates with 

agencies to enhance service delivery across Fingal.  

 

Fingal Comhairle na nÓg (FCNN)  

 

 
 

Six Fingal members attended Dáil na nÓg 2026, 

contributing to discussions on education reform.  



 
 

Fingal Public Participation Network (FPPN)  

 

The May Plenary (60 groups) included updates on 

finances, the 2027ɀ2031 Strategic Plan, and re-

registration of 971 groups.  

 

 
 

Age Friendly Fingal   

The 2026 OPC annual conference (120 attendees) 

focused on safe independent living, covering safety, fall 

prevention, online security, and supports.  
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Funding Award: Weaving Worlds 

Intergenerational Cross -Border Project  

 

ɚ163,000 secured for a cross-border, intergenerational 

fashion upcycling initiative promoting wellbeing, 

creativity, and inclusion.  

 

Monthly Singalong Socials for over 55s  

 

 
 

Monthly sing-alongs provide accessible social 

opportunities, supporting wellbeing and reducing 

isolation.   

 

Funding  

 

¶ 65 Community Activity Grants awarded: 

ɚ171,446.53 

¶ Additional summer project funding: ɚ71,949 (38 

groups) 

¶ ɚ500,000 approved for Portmarnock Sports & 

Leisure Centre repairs 

¶ Further applications open until 30 June 2026 

 

ACM Area  Number of 

Grants  

Amount   

BRLS 25 ɚ67,718.26 

BMCO 32  ɚ85,940.27 

HOWTH/MAL 8 ɚ17,788.00 

Integration Office  

Provides services supporting inclusion and intercultural 

understanding.  

 

Local Authority Integration Team (LAIT)  

Clinics continue for IPAS and BOTP residents (total: 2,319 

individuals across Fingal regions).  

  

Geographical 

Area    
BOTP 

Residents    

IPAS   

Residents    



North County    33 63 

Mid -East    312 1475 

Dublin 15     0 436 

Total     345 1974 

 

 
 

 
 

Fingal Integration Talks  

 

Sessions delivered on employment and training 

supports for new arrivals.  
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Maynooth Knowledge Exchange Workshop  

 

Participation in Maynooth University event on diaspora 

engagement and community cohesion.  

 

Celebrating Irish Refugee Week  

 

ɈArt Takes Courageɉ competition launched for all age 

groups.  

 

 
 

ITM Yellow  Flag Awards  

 

Three Fingal schools recognised for promoting inclusion 

and anti -racism under the ITM programme.  

 

 

 

Community Events  

 



¶ ɈBorn into Conflictɉ exhibition highlighted 

impacts of war 

¶ Five Africa Day events celebrated culture and 

diversity 

¶  

 
 

 
 

Africa Day 2026  
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Tenant Induction Presentations  

 

New tenant talks delivered on inclusion, anti-racism, 

and reporting incidents.  

 

CIF (Community Integration Forum)  

The next CIF meeting is scheduled for 9 June. In Next 

meeting scheduled for 9 June, including briefing on the 

EU Migration Pact.  
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Works Programme  

Balbriggan/Rush -Lusk/Swords Area  

 

Balbriggan/Rush -Lusk/Swords Area  

 

Swords  

The water refill station at the All Weather pitch in Ward 

River Valley Park was upgraded as part of the 

countywide refill upgrades. This new unit provides live 

data regarding usage and can notify Operations of any 

functional issues which require action. 
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Upgrade works at Longstone Park as part of the POWs. 

Works included new hard surface treatment, perennial 

planting, wildflower areas and relocation of planters. 

Some materials used have been reclaimed from a local 

depot and reused as part of the project. The existing 

trees were protected during the works with Chestnut 

paling fencing installed to protect planting. The project 

has been undertaken in collaboration  with the local 

group and residents. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 



Bulb and tree planting undertaken as part of 

enhancement works in Ward River Valley Park at 

Brackenstown Road. These landscape works were done 

in phases in line with the creation of the Learn to Cycle 

track installed. Flowering trees and 750m2 of pollinator 

friendly bulbs were planted around this section of park 

and are now in full bloom.  

 

 
 

 
 

Before and after of path cleaning in Portrane.  
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New Eco Toilets being installed in Donabate. 

 

 
 

 
 

Newbridge  

 

New planting in the glasshouse in the Newbridge Walled 

Garden. 
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New raised beds for vegetables in Newbridge Walled 

Garden. 

 

 
 

 
 

 



The Leinster Pipe Band Championship in Newbridge. 

 

 
 

 
 

North County  

 

Resurfacing works complete in Oldtown, part of our 

Programme of Works. 
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New path in Moylaragh, Balbriggan, as part of our 

Programme of Works. 

 

 
 

Lighting of newly surfaced paths in Glebe Park. 

 

 
 

 



Prep works for the installation of exercise equipment in 

Balscadden. 

 

 
 

Landscaping works in Ballyboughal. 

 

 
 

Knee rail upgrade works at Barnageeragh. 
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Roads / Footpaths  

 

Repair of masonry brick wall at Oldtown by Construction 

crew as part of general maintenance works programme. 

 

 
 

 

Footpath replacement works by Balbriggan 

Construction crew at Clonard Court as part of roads 

general maintenance programme. 

 

 
 

 
 






































































































































































