
The History of
St Maur’s Church
St Maur’s is one of the oldest Catholic churches to survive 
on its original site in County Dublin. In the 1730s, the large 
parish of Lusk was subdivided into Lusk, Rush, and Skerries. 
Rev. Barnaby Farran, P.P., became Rush’s first parish priest 
and ministered during Penal times, when Catholic worship 
faced severe legal restrictions. A simple Mass House served 
the community, which later became the parish chapel.

Courtesy of Fingal Local Studies 

In 1760, under Very Rev. Thos Canon Murphy, P.P., the 
people of Rush built a new chapel on the present site, 
confidently asserting their faith despite the Penal Laws still in 
force. A memorial slab in the south wall records: 

“This chapel of St Maur was built by the inhabitants of 
the parish under the direction of the Rev. Thomas Murphy, 
P.P., A.D. 1760.”

Courtesy of Margaret McCann Moore 

The church was originally T-shaped and built using limestone 
drawn from Drumanagh. Visitors in the late 18th century 
described it as unusually large for a rural town, enclosed by 
stone walls and furnished with several galleries.

“At the South end of the town 
is a very large Romish Chapel, 
the largest I have ever seen in a 
country town, with three galleries 
and hung with several pieces of 
foreign painting which I could 
not see, as mass was performing 
when I was there. The chapel is 
enclosed all round with a good 
wall with two gates. Over the 
east is the following inscription, 
“this entire fabric was built by 

the parishioners of Rush and finished under the direction 
of Reverend Mr. Thomas Murphy June 4 – pray for him.” - 
Auston Cooper (1759-1830)

The building evolved repeatedly over the following century. 
In 1833, Rev. John Gough, P.P., oversaw its conversion 
to a cruciform plan and the addition of a sanctuary and 
a battlemented tower. Between 1849 and 1851, further 
enlargement took place under Rev. Andrew Fagan, P.P., 
likely designed by architect George Papworth. The wings of 
the T-shape were removed, the nave was lengthened, the 
walls raised, and the vaulted ceilings and west gallery—still 
surviving—were added. 

Courtesy of Margaret McCann Moore 

The final major transformation occurred between 1899 and 
1901, when Fr Michael (Canon) O’Hea, P.P., commissioned 
architect George Ashlin to remodel the church in a 14th-
century Gothic style. Ashlin added new transepts, a chancel, 
an apse, and a belfry. The project cost £5,623 including 
altars, stations of the cross, and other fittings. 
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In the early 1900s, additional works included marble side 
altars, a marble altar rail, and church benches donated by 
Lady Palmer of Kenure Park. The stained-glass windows 
were installed between 1907 and 1912 and created by the 
Early Brothers of Dublin. These master craftsmen trained the 
world-famous Harry Clarke in the art of stained glass. 

Courtesy of Margaret McCann Moore 
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Term Definition

Nave The main central area of the church 
where the congregation gathers.

Sanctuary The sacred space around the main altar, 
often slightly raised.

Gallery An upper level or balcony used for extra 
seating, choir, or organ placement.

Transepts Side arms of a cruciform church, 
forming the cross-shaped floor plan.

Chancel The front section including the 
sanctuary and altar area; reserved for 
the clergy and choir.

Apse A semicircular or polygonal recess at 
the end of the church, typically behind 
the altar.

Belfry The section of a tower that houses the 
church bells.

Sacristy / 
Sacristies

Room(s) where clergy prepare and 
where liturgical items and vestments are 
stored. 



Saving
St Maur’s
Over time, the building suffered from damp, dry rot, and 
structural problems caused by its many phases of alteration 
and rebuilding. On Sunday, 12th of May 1985, immediately 
following the twelve o’clock Mass, St Maur’s Church was 
abruptly closed for public worship. Parishioners were 
told that the building had fallen into a dangerous state 
of disrepair, insurance could no longer be obtained, and 
that the church had to close with immediate effect. This 
announcement came as a deep shock to the people of Rush.

Courtesy of Rush Library (photographer unknown) 
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A Community Divided
Plans were soon revealed to demolish the historic church 
and build a modern, pyramid-style structure on the 
same site. This proposal split the local community. Many 
supported the parish priest, Very Rev. Thomas Randles, and 
the Archbishop of Dublin, Dr. Desmond Connell, believing 
a new church was necessary given the cost of repair and 
upkeep of the old church. Others were determined to save 
and restore St Maur’s, preserving it for continued worship.

Courtesy of Rush Library (photographers unknown) 

The Restoration Movement
In response, St Maur’s Restoration Group was formed who 
worked tirelessly to save the building. Every Sunday at 
3pm, supporters gathered to create a peaceful human chain 
around the church, praying and singing hymns in solidarity.

The group organised a march from Parnell Street, Dublin, 
to the Archbishop’s Palace in Drumcondra, where they 
presented 1,500 signatures from Rush residents calling for 
the preservation of the church.
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Saving
St Maur’s
A round-the-clock vigil was then established inside the church, with a small group of protestors occupying the 
building for 98 days. Mass was followed by around 30 protestors using two transistor radios to tune into an RTÉ 
broadcast normally intended for the sick and housebound—symbolically continuing worship within the church 
despite the absence of a priest.

Evening Herald, Monday, October 3, 1988 
Courtesy of the Irish Newspaper Archives Irish Independent, Monday, October 10, 1988 

Courtesy of the Irish Newspaper Archives
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New Life for St Maur’s
The protest was successful in saving St Maur’s from demolition. Planning permission for the proposed new church 
required that the old building be maintained in a non-derelict state until restoration could begin.

In 1988, St Maur’s Trust took over management of the building. For several years it served as a vibrant arts and 
community centre, later known as the Fingal Arts Centre. With support from Fingal County Council grants and 
rigorous local fundraising, repairs were made. A stage was installed and the venue hosted concerts and céilís, 
craft fairs, weekly Thursday-night bingo, art exhibitions and classes, dances, and community events.



The Independent, August 13th 1993 
Courtesy of the Irish Newspaper Archives

A New Chapter:
Rush Library
In 2007, Fingal County Council began an ambitious project 
with architects McCullough Mulvin to transform the historic 
former church into a vibrant public library. Great care was 
taken to preserve the building’s character while giving it new 
life.

The original structure was respectfully restored: the roof 
was rebuilt with natural slate, the distinctive Gothic ceiling 
was carefully cleaned, the windows were re-leaded, and the 
timber doors and lobbies were conserved. In certain areas, 
the white lime plaster was intentionally left off to reveal the 
historic fabric beneath.

During the works, the remains of 18th-century chapel 
walls were uncovered. These archaeological features were 
thoughtfully incorporated into the design and can now 
be viewed through a glass floor near the entrance. The 
chancel was stripped back, revealing a hand-painted mural 
from before the 1940s, and the space was reimagined for 
exhibitions.
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New functions, such as staff areas and 
public facilities, were placed within former 
side chapels and sacristies. Above 
the nave, a second-storey exhibition 
room and two walnut-lined galleries 
were added, blending contemporary 
craftsmanship with the building’s historic 
form. Original gallery railings were 
precisely cut to allow for the new upper 
level, creating a striking meeting of old 
and new. The confession box found a 
new purpose as a sensory room.

“Rush Library allows 
the old and new, local 
memories and future 
learning, to coexist.”

McCullough Mulvin Architects. The Fingal Independent, June 29th, 2010 
Courtesy of the Irish Newspaper Archives

On 12 July 2010, St Maur’s opened 
its doors once again—this time as 
Rush Library, ensuring the building’s 
place at the heart of community life 
for generations to come. Rush Library 
stands today as a unique fusion of 
heritage and modern community use, 
celebrating the past while opening its 
doors to future generations.

The Fingal Independent, December 7th, 2010 
Courtesy of the Irish Newspaper Archives

The Fingal Independent, July 28th, 2009 
Courtesy of the Irish Newspaper Archives



Generations of Joy:
St. Maur’s Through the Years
These photographs celebrate the many joyful moments shared within St. Maur’s Church over the years. From 
weddings to the religious milestones of Baptisms, First Holy Communions, and Confirmations, these images capture 
the heart of a community deeply connected to its parish. St. Maur’s has long stood as a place where families gather, 
memories are made, and generations come together in faith and celebration.

The wedding of Antoinette Bissett and Damien Lowndes, 19th 
of April 1985. Married by Fr Connelly and Fr. Kit Sheridan. 
Bridesmaids: Josephine McMahon and Maria Murtagh. 
Best man: Keith Lowndes. Groomsman: Aarán Bissett.  

The wedding of Ann McCann and Francis Coleman, 24th of 
June 1978. Bridesmaid: Mary McCann. Best Man: Richard 
McCormack. Father of the Bride: Joseph McCann.

The wedding of Catherine Hanratty and Alan Grant, 
31st March 1981.

The Wedding of Moira Ryan and Michael Doyle, 
11th September 1962. 

The wedding of Valerie Haslam and Frank Whearity, married 
by Fr. Drummy C.C., 22nd March 1975.

The wedding of Mary Sourke and Michael Banim, 12th 
August, 1967. L-R: Fr. Micheál Comer, Séamus Banim, Vera 
Sourke, Michael Banim, Mary Sourke, Fr. O’Donohue P.P., Fr. 
John Stokes, Margaret Sourke. 
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L-R: Willie, Madeleine, Elizabeth, and Bella Green 
outside their house, ‘Lorna Doone’, across from 
St Maur’s Church. Taken in approximately 1950. 

The Wedding of Tom and Madeleine Ryan, September 1953.



The wedding of Pauline Donnelly and Paddy Andrews, July 1967 

L-R: Alice Andrews, Sean Donnolly, Ann Donnolly, Liam Andres, Paddy Andrews, Pauline 
Donnolly, Very Rev. Fr. Peter Donoghue. 
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Irish Independent, 
Thursday, August 24, 1950 
Courtesy of the Irish 
Newspaper Archives Irish Independent, 

Tuesday, January 17, 1950 
Courtesy of the Irish 
Newspaper Archives

Irish Independent, 
Wednesday, September 25, 
1946 
Courtesy of the Irish 
Newspaper Archives

 
Irish Independent, 
Saturday, April 30, 1955 
Courtesy of the Irish 
Newspaper Archives

 
Irish Independent, 
Saturday, October 03, 1953 
Courtesy of the Irish 
Newspaper Archives

 
Irish Independent,  
Friday, September 18, 1953 
Courtesy of the Irish 
Newspaper Archives

 
Fingal Independent, Friday, October 27, 1995 
Courtesy of the Irish Newspaper Archives

 
Fingal Independent, 
Friday, October 22, 1993 
Courtesy of the Irish 
Newspaper Archives

 
Fingal Independent,  
Friday, October 15, 1993 
Courtesy of the Irish 
Newspaper Archives

 
Fingal Independent,  
Friday, August 16, 1996 
Courtesy of the Irish 
Newspaper Archives

 
Fingal Independent, 
Friday, August 09, 1991 
Courtesy of the Irish 
Newspaper Archives

 
Evening Herald, 
Tuesday, August 20, 1946 
Courtesy of the Irish 
Newspaper Archives

 
Drogheda Independent, 
Saturday, April 30, 1960 
Courtesy of the Irish 
Newspaper Archives

 
Fingal Independent, Friday, October 01, 1993 
Courtesy of the Irish Newspaper Archives

Fingal Independent, Friday, April 19, 1996 
Courtesy of the Irish Newspaper Archives

 
Evening Herald, Thursday, September 18, 1969 
Courtesy of the Irish Newspaper Archives

 
Drogheda Independent, Saturday, November 12, 1955 
Courtesy of the Irish Newspaper Archives

 
Drogheda Independent, Saturday, May 02, 1964 
Courtesy of the Irish Newspaper Archives

 
Drogheda Independent, Friday, September 30, 1966 
Courtesy of the Irish Newspaper Archives 

 
Drogheda Independent, Friday, 
November 03, 1967 
Courtesy of the Irish Newspaper 
Archives

 
Drogheda Independent, Friday, 
October 23, 1970 
Courtesy of the Irish Newspaper 
Archives

Drogheda Independent, Friday, April 19, 1968 
Courtesy of the Irish Newspaper Archives

Drogheda Independent, Friday, April 05, 1968 
Courtesy of the Irish Newspaper Archives
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