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Chief ExecutiveɅs Foreword 
 

The LAMA All Ireland Community & Council Awards will have four 
shortlisted nominations from Fingal in this, the 20th year of the 
awards. Over the years, Fingal initiatives have been celebrated at 
this prestigious ceremony which highlights the collaboration 
between local communities and councils. Showcasing what can be 
achieved through these partnerships is a great source of pride for 
all involved and I wish to congratulate everyone who worked on the 
CƛƴƎŀƭ ŜƴǘǊƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƘƻǊǘƭƛǎǘŜŘ ƴƻƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŀǿŀǊŘ 
ceremony will not only mark the anniversary of the inaugural 
awards in 2006 but also will acknowledge 40 years of the LAMA 
Executive, and a century of the main sponsor, IPB Insurance. The 
calibre of entries to the awards each year reflects our commitment 
to investment across areas such as infrastructure, climate action, 
community and place building and wellbeing for the people of the 
county. Collaboration is a key asset in realising our core objectives 
and I would like to take the opportunity to thank all our 
stakeholders for their valuable input, experience and work on 
projects and initiatives across Fingal. The shortlisted entries for this 
ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŀǿŀǊŘǎ ŀǊŜ ŜȄǘǊŜƳŜƭȅ ŘŜǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ 
of initiatives that the council is involved with. I wish everyone the 
very best of luck at the awards ceremony on February 28th.   
 
Best Irish Festival - The Fingal Write Time Literary Festival 
Best Inclusive Community Wellbeing - Water Sport Ability Camp 
Community Wellbeing Initiative - Talking Heads Project 
Excellence in Sustainable Major Infrastructure Delivery - Church 
Fields Mixed Tenure Housing Development  
 
On January 16th, the third Fingal Age Friendly Strategy (2026-2030) 
ǿŀǎ ƭŀǳƴŎƘŜŘ ōȅ aŀȅƻǊ ƻŦ CƛƴƎŀƭ /ƭƭǊ ¢ƻƳ hΩ[ŜŀǊȅ ŀǘ /ƻǳƴǘȅ IŀƭƭΦ L 
ǿŀǎ ǇƭŜŀǎŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǘǘŜƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ /ƘŀƛǊ ƻŦ CƛƴƎŀƭΩǎ !ƎŜ 
CǊƛŜƴŘƭȅ !ƭƭƛŀƴŎŜΣ {Ŝƴŀƴ ¢ǳǊƴōǳƭƭ ŀƴŘ CƛƴƎŀƭΩǎ !ƎŜ CǊƛŜƴŘƭȅ 
Ambassador, TŜǊǊȅ tǊƻƴŜ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ Ƙƻǎǘ ƻŦ ƎǳŜǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ CƛƴƎŀƭΩǎ 
wonderful Staff Choir. We all know that Fingal boasts a vibrant, 
diverse and young population, but 21% of Fingal residents are now 
over 55 years old and this demographic shift is continuing. As an 
inclusive county, it is important to ensure people of all ages feel 
included, valued and consulted ς particularly our ageing members 
of society. The Age Friendly Alliance developed the Strategy 
following a period of extensive engagement with older people, 
stakeholders, and sectoral partners. The four themes of the 
strategy are:  Health and Wellbeing, Mobility and Accessibility, Safe 
and Attractive Neighbourhoods and Information and Participation. 
These themes are of importance and relevance to us all but were 
examined especially for citizens who are older and who seek to age 
with dignity and purpose in their communities. In the strategy, 
challenges which have been identified through the consultation 
process are met with a coordinated, multi-agency Action Plan. This 
body of work represents our unwavering commitment to the Age 
Friendly Programme and will be an important reference and source 
of information and knowledge for everyone. I would like to express 
my thanks to everyone who facilitated the production of the 
strategy and would encourage you all to read it here: 
fingal-age-friendly-strategy-2026-2030.pdf 
Baldoyle is the latest community which will benefit from an 
exceptional amenity right in the heart of the locality with the 
opening of Racecourse Community Centre. 

 
 
The visually spectacular circular design gives just a hint of the assets 
which lie inside the front door - A central sports hall featuring three 
courts sits adjacent to four multi-purpose community rooms and 
externally accessible sports rooms which will be well utilised by 
local and visiting sports teams. Sustainability are accessibility are at 
the core of the design and functionality of the building which boasts 
ample bike parking, electric vehicle charging points, accessible 
parking, a rain garden and a gǊŜŜƴ ǊƻƻŦΦ ¢ƘŜ ϵмлƳ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǿŀǎ Ŧǳƭƭȅ 
ŦǳƴŘŜŘ ōȅ CƛƴƎŀƭ /ƻǳƴǘȅ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΣ tŀǊƪǎ 
and Green Infrastructure Departments. An Integrated Design Team 
was led by Henchion Reuter Architects and included Roughan 
hΩ5ƻƴƻǾŀƴ 9ƴƎƛƴŜŜǊǎΣ aŀǘǘ hΩaŀƘƻney Associates, Walsh 
Associates Quantity Surveyors and Dermot Foley Landscape 
Architects. Construction was carried out by Vision Contracting. The 
project team here in Fingal, the Racecourse Community Centre 
Committee, sports clubs and the local Baldoyle community were 
very pleased to see the project come to fruition following many 
years of planning and design. The centre, conveniently located in 
Racecourse Park, will form an integral part of the fabric of the 
community of Baldoyle and will be an invaluable asset for locals and 
visitors alike.  
 
There was further good news for Active Travel in the county this 
ƳƻƴǘƘ ŀǎ CƛƴƎŀƭ /ƻǳƴǘȅ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ǿŀǎ ŀǿŀǊŘŜŘ ϵооΦмƳ ŦƻǊ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ 
ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ϵосл Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ƛƴ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ !ŎǘƛǾŜ ¢ǊŀǾŜƭ ŀƴŘ 
Greenways across Ireland in 2026. Key projects to receive funding 
in Fingal include the Broadmeadow Estuary Cycle & Pedestrian 
Bridge (Malahideς5ƻƴŀōŀǘŜύΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀƭƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ϵмнΦн 
million and the Auburn Avenue to 12th Lock Walking & Cycling 
wƻǳǘŜΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ϵнΦф ƳƛƭƭƛƻƴΦ ! ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ϵо Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ 
progress the Seatown Roundabout to Estuary Road (Swords to 
Malahide) Scheme. The New Street Malahide Improvement 
{ŎƘŜƳŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀƭƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ϵм Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ϵмллΣллл ǿƛƭƭ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜ 
{нa 9ȄǘŜƴǎƛƻƴ ό{ǳǘǘƻƴ ǘƻ aŀƭŀƘƛŘŜύΦ !ƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ϵфΦсƳ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ 
allocated to other priority commuter projects including the R132 
Junction Upgrades (Design Stage), the countywide Bus Stop 
Enhancement Programme, and Bus Priority / Traffic Management 
Improvements. This major investment will be hugely beneficial for 
the identified 49 walking, cycling and public realm projects, other 
priority commuter projects and additional Safe Routes to School 
(SRTS) programmes. Six Fingal schools have been included in the 
recently announced Round 4 of the SRTS programme: Coolmine 
Community School (Dublin 15), Gaelscoil Ros Eo (Rush), Scoil 
aƻƛōƘƛ ό{ƪŜǊǊƛŜǎύΣ {Ŏƻƛƭ hƛƭƛōƘŞƛǊ ό5ǳōƭƛƴ мрύΣ {ǘΦ !ƴŘǊŜǿΩǎ b{ 
όaŀƭŀƘƛŘŜύ ŀƴŘ {ǘΦ WƻǎŜǇƘΩǎ {ŜŎƻƴŘŀǊȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ όwǳǎƘύΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎ 
ǿƛƭƭ ƘŜƭǇ ǎƘŀǇŜ CƛƴƎŀƭΩǎ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ōȅ ŜƴǎǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ 
infrastructure and initiatives which will make it safer and easier to 
embrace active travel solutions in our day to day lives. I look 
forward to bringing you further updates on these initiatives in the 
coming months. 
 
Best wishes, 

      

AnnMarie Farrell y 

Chief Executive    

https://www.fingal.ie/sites/default/files/2026-01/fingal-age-friendly-strategy-2026-2030.pdf
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Recruitment  

            Recruitment Programme 2026  

Total Recruitment Campaigns  14 

Interviews Held to date   43 

New Starters  21 

Promotions  4 

Number of Current Job Offers  55 

  
Learning & Development Update  

Learning & Development  Year to date  

Number of  courses  
20 

Number of Attendees  220 

Number of Training Days  
237 

 

In February, Mental Health Workshops for all grades, 

Personal Effectiveness, Retirement Training and 

Delivery of standard Health & Safety training will 

continue to include Driver CPC, Polesaw, First Aid, 

Chainsaw, Manual Handling and many more.  

 

Wellbeing Update  

The wellbeing team focused on supporting a positive 

start to the year by promoting available wellbeing 

resources and encouraging engagement with staff 

wellbeing activities.   Awareness of support options 

were reinforced with continued engagement across 

the organisation. Further wellbeing activities will 

continue over the coming months.  
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HSU ɀ Health & Safety Unit    

  

The HSU is committed to ensuring that safety 

measures are in place by undertaking a proactive 

blended approach which creates an effective safe 

and healthy working environment.  This includes 

undertaking risk assessments, safety audits and 

inspections, encouraging hazard reporting and 

taking corrective action. This approach is essential 

for preventing incidents and improvi ng future safety 

practices in Fingal County Council.  

 

Local Government Act 2001 as amended  

 

The Mayor  has received the prescribed notification 

from the Chief Executive for the purposes of Section 

147(2) of the Local Government Act 2001 as 

amended.  

  

Customer Services  

 

Customer Care Unit Statistics ɀ January 2026 

 

Month Total Calls CCU Total Emails CCU 

January 2026 11,406 1,319 

 

CRM  

 

Staff continue to work on the Customer Relationship 

Management System (CRM) and issue responses to 

representations from Elected Members (Councillors, 

TDs and Senators) and complaints submitted by the 

public. The total number of representations for 

January was 707. See below breakdown by each 

department.  

 

 
 

 



Communications  

 

Digital Statistics  

 

The fingal.ie website had 153,790 visitors during 

January, an increase of 27,329 from the previous 

period. The number of page views increased by 81,248 

to 336,657. The average time spent on the website 

dropped to 1 min 55 secs.   

The most popular page during January was the 

Affordable Housing page. Our Planning Applications 

page also had over 26,353 page views.  

The Facebook account rose to 45,061 followers 

(+1.2%) while the number of views increased by 18.5% 

to 2,326,242 from the previous month. There were 

7,857 (+11.6%) interactions. The most popular post 

was Driving through floodwater isnɅt worth the risk.  

Instagram rose to 17,329 followers. Total views down 

by 19.2% to 606,357, with a reach of 37,348 ( -62.9%). 

There were 4,482 ( -27.1%) interactions. The most read 

post was the Driving through floodwater isnɅt worth 

the risk.  

The number of followers on X fell again, down by 269 

to 23,056; there was an engagement rate of 4.1% from 

50,527 impressions. We limit posts on X to emergency 

information.    
The WhatsApp channel now has 3,600 followers while 

the numbers currently following our other corporate 

channels are Threads (1,652), TikTok (1,183) and 

Bluesky (500).  
For our YouTube Channel the number of subscribers 

rose by 30 to 1,969 in January. Total views were 7,934. 

We now have 850 videos, our most popular video 

during January was Upgraded Portmarnock Rail 

Bridge delivers vital active travel link. We continue to 

webcast the monthly Council Meeting which is proving 

popular on YouTube.  

 
Irish Language  

 

A Gaeltacht Scholarship Scheme for 2 nd level students 

was launched offering 15 partial scholarships to be 

awarded in February.  

Staff Irish language training continues with the 

Certificate in Professional Irish and evening 

Gaelchultur courses.  
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Compliance with, and education regarding, the 

requirements of Irish Language legislation continue 

including reporting on our compliance with the 

bilingual Advertising requirements.  

Seachtain na Gaeilge takes place from 1 -17 March, 

and a programme of events is being prepared, 

including a County Hall Celebration on March 11 th , 

details can be found on 

https://www.fingal.ie/seachtain -na-gaeilge-2026  

 

Press Releases   

 

There were 23 press releases issued during January 

covering topics such as the opening of the 

Portmarnock Railway Bridge, the inaugural meeting 

of the Fingal North and Fingal West LCSPs, the 

awarding of 33.1 million euro to Active Travel 

Projects in Fingal, the opening s of the new Donabate 

Library and Skerries Carnegie Library,  and the 

changing of the organisational structure of the 

Council.  

Media Coverage included an RTE1 special report on 

the plans for Dunsink. This featured on the SixOne 

News and Morning Ireland.  There was also national 

interest from the Irish Independent and the Irish 

Times in the Sutton planning case and in the Skerries 

Active Travel Plan, with articles featured on both.  

 

 
Director of Planning and Development, Roisín  Burke 

speaking to RTE News.  

 

Media Queries  

 

Media queries lodged with the Communications 

section during the month of January included 

questions on the Derelict Sites Act, FingalɅs use of X 

as a social media platform, vacant houses in Swords, 

hidden disability parking spots, Part V developments, 

and the rezoning of land at Dunsink.  

  

https://www.fingal.ie/seachtain-na-gaeilge-2026


Digital Services  

 

Digitisation of Housing Loans and Housing 

Allocations  

 

The work  to digitise  paper files within the Housing 

Directorate continues.   The Housing Loans files were 

completed in August 2025, with a total of 83,000 

documents digitised.  Work is currently underway in 

Housing Allocations and is due to be completed by 

February  2026, with 69,650 of their paper files 

digitized to date .  This work has complemented the 

digitalization of the Housing Allocations process  

facilitated by the new Housing system . 

 

Digitisation of Planning Historic Files  

 

The project to digitise the Historic Planning Files has 

been completed which  convert ed decades of legacy 

material into fully searchable, accessible PDF 

documents. Th e project included the d igitisation of 

63,000 pre -1998 microfiche -based planning 

applications dating back to 1963 ; 73,000 files from 

the legacy Alchemy system ; and 10,000 paper 

planning files from 199 8ɀ2002.   

 

These files are all now  securely stored in SharePoint 

for improved access and long -term preservation. 

This project has  replace d outdated technologies and 

processes, provides enhance d search efficiency, and 

safeguards vital historic planning files  for both staff 

and the public.  

 

Digital Programmes / Smart Balbriggan / CE 

Innovation Fund  

 

Digital Services attended the TY Expo at the Helix in 

October where students had the opportunity to try 

out our ɈMakey Makeyɉ science kits, and the Virtual 

Reality headsets with the 3D models of Swords 

Culture House and Balbriggan Quay Street and 

Harbour.  Blanchardstown Community Training 

College were the winners of a ɈMakey Makeyɉ science 

kit valued at ɚ1,000 which was presented to the 

school by Mayor Tom OɅLeary. 
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Presentation of ɈMakey Makeyɉ kit to Blanchardstown CTC 

 

ɈHow ϥtɅs Made: Unmasking Aϥɉ is a curated art 

exhibition which took place in Balbriggan during 

Science Week in November.  There were exhibits in 

The Warehouse, The Lark and The Window.  The 

exhibition  was funded by Research Ireland with 

support from Fingal County Council and in 

partnership with Smart Balbriggan, the CONNECT 

Centre and the SCÉAL Arts Collective.   We are 

planning for some of the exhibits to travel to other 

locations in Fingal in 2026.  

 

 
Launch of ɈHow ϥtɅs Made: Unmasking Aϥɉ 

 

 
Exhibit from ɈHow ItɅs Made: Unmasking Aϥɉ 
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TOURISM DEVELOPMENT 

 

Inaugural Fingal Golf and Accommodation 

Forum(s)  
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The inaugural Fingal Golf Forum and Fingal 

Accommodation Forum meetings were held in 

January. Both were well attended and regular 

meetings will now  take place going forward.  

There is an opportunity to position golf as a flagship 

tourism experience Ɂdriving visitor spend, extending 

the season, and strengthening FingalɅs profile. ϥn 

relation to accommodation, it is an opportunity not 

just to benefit from increased visitor numbers , but to 

help shape a stronger, more sustainable and more 

profitable destination together.  

Destination Brand Launch  

FingalɅs tourism destination brand will be officially 

launched at an event in The Grand Hotel Malahide on 

Monday 23rd February 2026 . The event will be an 

opportunity to outline the CouncilɅs plans to the 

tourism and food sector, and explain the  destination 

tourism website and social media rollout within a 

comprehensive, marketing, PR and advertising plan.  

TradFest 2026   

 

 
Over 30 concerts took place across Fingal as part 

of  TradFest 2026 that ran from 21 -25 January 2026. 

TradFest is developing strong roots in Fingal as a 

celebration of Irish music and culture along with the 

Dublin region.  

All the Fingal venues reported strong turnout, and 

audiences were delighted with the variety of concerts 

in wonderful settings such as Swords Castle and the 

Seamus Ennis Arts Centre as well as free gigs in 

locations such as Joe MayɅs pub in Skerries and a 

sold-out banjo masterclass in the Abbey Tavern in 

Howth.  

 

 



EVENTS 

 

New Years Eve  

A spectacular display of fireworks took place with a 

7pm start with amazing viewing from Howth Pier. As 

part of the post event review a full assessment of this 

event will be conducted and completed by March 26.  

 

 
 

Festival and Events Funding for 2026  

Following the success of the 2025 programme, which 

supported over 100 events across the County to the 

tune of ɚ600,000, applications for the 2026 scheme 

closed on the 22 nd of December. 136 applications 

were received with 99 meeting the criteria for festival 

and events funding. The balance of applications was 

referred to Sports, Community or the Art sections.  
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HERITAGE PROPERTIES  

Ardgillan Castle  

 

 
 

To coincide with St. Brigids  Day festivities, Ardgillan 

Castle held MnáFest, a celebration of female 

creativity over the Bank Holiday weekend from Friday 

30th  January to 2nd February. The festival was well 

attended and covered a wide range of activities 

including yoga, portrait drawing, bag making, 

bellydancing and St. BrigidɅs Cross making. 

 

Swords Castle  

 

 
 

A new operator arrangement has been established 

for Swords Castle and Carnegie Library to provide 

facilities management services and to support events 

in both venues. The contract duration is for six 

months renewable to one year.  

 

Works have started on public realm improvements in 

the vicinity of the Castle as part of the SCQ 

development. The castle will remain open to the 

public insofar as possible given that the works will 

include the main access path.  

 

 



CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT 

 

Fingal Arts Office have compiled an infographic to 

highlight key aspects of the Arts Service and measure 

the impact of Arts Development across Fingal in 2025 

including a 26% increase in open calls since 2025, 

1,500+ events, supporting 1,670+ artists, and a 66% 

increase in overall engagement.  

 

 
 

Professional Arts Development  

 

Fingal ArtistsɅ Support Scheme 

 

 
 

On Tuesday 13th January Fingal Arts Office 

announced the 2026 edition of the Fingal Artists 

Support .Scheme. 
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This funding stream offers professional artists the 

opportunity to apply for up to ɚ5,000 to support 

travel and professional development opportunities, a 

residency, or towards the development of work.  
 
To support artists with the application, Fingal Arts 

Office are offering three drop -in clinics in Balbriggan, 

Blanchardstown , and Swords.  

 

The closing date for receipt of applications is Friday 

27th February 2026 at 4:00pm.  

 

Local Arts Development  

 

Artist Workspace Scheme  

 

On 19 th  December, The Minister for Culture, 

Communications and Sport, Patrick OɅDonovan TD, 

announced that Fingal County Council was 

awarded an arts capital grant awards of ɚ300k to 

support the delivery of 8 Artist Studios as part of 2 -4 

Dublin Street, Balbriggan development.  

The Artist Workspaces Scheme is a ɚ6m capital 

investment scheme for Local Authorities to enable 

them to provide additional capacity and availability of 

artist workspaces in their regions.  

The Carnegie  

During January, the development of the 

programming for SCQ progressed through a 

partnership with Create, the national development 

agency for collaborative arts, to research and 

develop a framework for a pilot collaborative arts 

project in Swords.  



This work focuses on establishing a practical 

framework and commissioning plan to support 

artists working collaboratively with local 

communities, strengthening the Arts OfficeɅs 

engagement with both artists and residents.  

CreateɅs national leadership in community-based 

arts practice will ensure the framework is informed 

by best practice and robust, community -centred 

methodologies, while aligning with CreateɅs new 

strategic plan. The proposed Producer -in-Residence, 

working i n collaboration with Create, will support 

professional delivery, stakeholder engagement and 

meaningful community impact as programming at 

Swords Cultural Quarter continues to develop.  

 

Public Art  

 

 
 

Public Art at New Street Malahide  

 

Fingal Arts Office are working closely with colleagues 

and the development of the New Street Public Realm, 

Malahide. We are working with Fingal artist Laura 

Skehan who will propose a suitable work which will 

integrate into the design and animate aspects of 

MalahideɅs rich cultural & architectural heritage. 

 

Creative Places Balbriggan  

After 3 months of consultation with the Balbriggan 

community, Creative Places Balbriggan has delivered 

a report with recommendations for the project over 

the next 2 years.  
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The report was carried out by Paula Phelan of 

Traverso Ltd. and involved both qualitative and 

quantitative surveying of four main stakeholder 

groups: Community groups, older people, young 

people and artists.  

 

The research involved needs analysis from each 

group during workshops and focussed around the 3 

main pillars of Creative Places Balbriggan strategy 

which are Creative Youth, Creative Industry and 

Climate Action.  

 

The report reveals a rich and diverse picture of 

creativity in Balbriggan, highlighting shared priorities, 

distinct needs and opportunities for future 

development through Creative Places Balbriggan.   

 

Draíocht  

 

Our January 2026 performance programme began 

with Coolmine PantoɅs production of ɄCinderellaɅ.   

Their 17 sell shows (including a sensory friendly 

performance) sold out and was very much enjoyed 

by all who went to see it.  

We are delighted to continue to work with TradFest 

in 2026.  Both the Freddie White and the Altan 

performances have sold out with long waiting lists.   

Our first Exhibition of 2026 is an Exhibition of works 

by recent graduates (past 4 years) and/or early career 

artists who are from and/or live in Fingal.   This is an 

Open call Exhibition with applicants submitting to us 

by 31st December 2025.   47 applications were 

received across all disciplines.  26 artists have been 

selected to exhibit with us.  

The selection panel included FingalɅs County Arts 

Officer, Sarah OɅNeill and Fingal artists, Rich Gilligan 

and Bassam Al Sabah.   All artists selected to exhibit, 

will be paid a fee.   



This Exhibition will be over both the Ground and First 

Floor Galleries and will open on March 4 th  2026. 

 

Our March/April programme has been signed off and 

is with our printers.   Our spaces/facilities remain in 

high demand with many requests for the use/hire of 

same.     2026 is booked out with Spring 2027 heavily 

booked at this point.   Commercial producers are 

now seeking dates in 2028.  

 

Our artist Residency and Mentorship initiatives have 

begun.  Em OɅCeallaigh (3-year Mentorship 

Residency) will engage with our Children/Youth Arts 

and Collaborative practices programmes. The ɄOther 

KitchensɅ Residency with Lou Lewis and Veronica 

Coburn wil l begin with meeting women from Dublin 

15 to talk about their experience/knowledge of the 

mis use of certain medications by middle aged and 

older women.  

 

Our children/youth arts programme will offer the full 

range of work for children and young people aged 0 

to 18 years.  This includes the cornerstone 

programmes of D15 Youth Theatre, Create Dance for 

children/young people with intellectual disabilities 

and our annual Toddler TakeOver Event.   Like other 

programme areas, the demand for the 

children/youth arts workshops and projects 

outweighs our capacity.  

 

We continue to liaise with FingalɅs Accessibility Officer 

on several issues that have arisen recently in relation 

to queries from people who use wheelchairs.   We 

have been informed that Draíocht is subject to part 

M of the 2022 Building regulations.   Thi s requires us 

to have 6 wheelchair user spaces (12 seats) plus seats 

for their companions available for sale for every 

performance.   This has brought us some challenges 

in relation to the accommodation of live bands for 

certain shows (e.g. Coolmine Panto and Coolmine 

Musical Society, schools shows) and we are working 

our way through that issue.  

 

Full details are available on www.draiocht.ie  
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The Seamus Ennis Arts Centre  

 

2026 sees a new term of music and art classes, with 

a packed programme for Tradfest rounding off the 

month.  

 

Music  

A new term of music classes  kicked off on January 

19 with 58 students learning the fiddle, uilleann 

pipes, guitar, fiddle and tin whistle, and our first Céilí 

Beag  of the year began with a full house of 28 

parents and toddlers on January 16. The theme was 

an Arctic Playground.  

For our week of Tradfest events, we kick off with the 

Pop Up Gaeltacht  on January 22, with 20 lovers of 

the Irish language, which will be followed by a sold 

out Singing Session  Tradfest Special  with Sean Nós 

singer Inni -K (45 in person and 32 online). We are 

hugely excited to welcome the renowned artist 

Peggy Seeger  on Friday, January 23 (sold out ɀ 90 

attendees), where she will discuss her incredible life 

in music.  

On Saturday January 24, Tommy Hayes and Anthony 

Hughes bring their documentary, The Garden 

where the Praties Grow , to the Centre, which 

celebrates the story of the potato through music, 

song and dance.  

The weekend will culminate in a family day on 

Sunday, with the Black Raven Pipe Band,  parading 

through the village of Naul followed by a Family Ceili  

in the Pipers Garden, followed by our first Slow 

Session  of the year, with Paudie OɅConnor.  

 

  
 

 

 

 

http://www.draiocht.ie/


Visual Arts  

Finally, a new term of oil painting classes with Dave 

West began on January 12 (15 participants), and our 

exhibition of paintings by Kate Walsh  continues until 

January 30. This captivating exhibition showcases 

WalshɅs latest works, bold, expressive paintings that 

explore memory, identity, and the Irish landscape 

through a contemporary lens.  

 

Libraries  

Opening of Donabate Library at Ballisk House  

 

 
 

The new Donabate Library at Ballisk House was 

officially opened by the Mayor of Fingal, Cllr Tom 

OɅLeary, on Thursday 22nd January.  

One of the most exciting features of the new library 

is the introduction of the My Open Library service 

which is due to commence in the near future. With 

opening hours extended from 8am to 10pm, 365 

days a year, this service gives library members the 

freed om to use the space beyond normal staffed 

hours including Sundays. The opening of Donabate 

Library in Ballisk House, at a total cost of ɚ2.4 million, 

marks the completion of phase one of a two -phase 

project. Planning for phase two Ɂ an extension to 

the bui lding and the enhancement of its facilities will 

begin in early 2026.  

 

Ireland Reads Day  

Throughout February and particularly on Ireland 

Reads Day, Saturday, 28th February, people of all 

ages across Ireland are encouraged to get lost in a 

good book.  
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Fingal Libraries are once again taking part in this 

national reading promotion initiative, with events 

taking place at Rush, Balbriggan, Blanchardstown 

and Skerries Libraries  

 

Skills for Life  

Skills for Life is a national public library initiative 

aimed at helping adults build everyday skills. As part 

of Fingal Libraries Skills for Life programme, Howth, 

Rush, and Swords Libraries will offer courses to help 

older adults gain more confidence in using their 

smartphones. There will also be cybersecurity 

workshops in Baldoyle and Donabate Libraries.  

Páraic Kerrigan will explore the potential and pitfalls 

of Artificial Intelligence in talks in Malahide and 

Swords Libraries. Freelance journalist Aoif e Barry will 

explore how the media affects our daily lives in talks 

in Skerries and Balbriggan Libraries.  

 

Skerries Library Events Programme  

Following an extensive redevelopment, Skerries 

Library was officially reopened by the Mayor of Fingal 

Cllr. Tom OɅLeary on 29th January. A programme of 

classes, workshops and talks for all ages has been 

scheduled throughout the spring. The programme 

includ es author visits, classes in creative writing and 

art, sensory -friendly and story time sessions, chair 

yoga classes, history talks and much more.  

 

Schools Programme  

Fingal Libraries programme of events for schools 

begins in February with a series of STEM (Science, 

Technology, Engineering, Maths) workshops for 

Engineers Week. In March, libraries will host more 

STEM workshops for Irish Astronomy Week. 

Transition year st udents in Baldoyle will take part in 

an ethical fashion workshop exploring the clothing 

supply chain. This workshop takes place ahead of 

Baldoyle LibraryɅs first clothes swap shop event to 

promote sustainability on 21st February.  

Green -Schools Global Goals Book Club  

The Green-Schools Global Goals Book Club is a 

collection of childrenɅs books chosen to help students 

explore global citizenship, sustainability, and the 

world around them through story. Schools across 

Fingal can borrow the collection from their local 

library.  



Write Time Festival Nominated for LAMA Award  

The Write Time, Fingal Libraries festival of writing and 

creativity, has been nominated for Best Irish Festival 

at the LAMA All -Ireland Community and Council 

Awards.   

 

History and Heritage Talks  

Fingal Libraries Spring programme includes talks on 

Newbridge House and Luttrellstown Castle. To mark 

the reopening of Skerries Library, the Skerries 

Historical Society will give a presentation on the 

building of the Carnegie library which opened in 

1911. There will also be a talk at Malahide Library on 

the centenary of the La Mancha murders of 1926.   

Other topics explored in the programme include Irish 

merchant ships and shipowners, and the 1926 

census. At Blanchardstown Library Dr. Aoife 

Bhreatnach will talk about her podcast Censored 

which explores the censorship culture of twentieth -

century Ireland.  Fingal Local Studies and Archives will 

host genealogy workshops.  

Creative Fingal  

CAMHS Creative Art Therapy Workshops A three -

week series of creative art therapy workshops is 

taking place in Swords Library. The sessions are 

designed for young people attending Child and 

Adolescent Mental Health Services (CAMHS).  

 

The ongoing Silver Lining virtual music appreciation 

sessions with the Forget Me Nots and This Is Me 

choirs provide a connection between choirs north 

and south of the border. This two -year project 

culminates on 21st February, with a Gala 

Performance at The  Great Hall, Stormont 

Government Buildings, Belfast.  

 

Economic Development  

 

Fingal Skills Strategy Update ɀ January 2026  
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¶ The Fingal Skills Strategy Implementation 

group met on Monday the 13 th  of January 

reviewing 2025 activities and planning for 

2026. 

¶ Planning is underway with stakeholders and 

construction subgroup members to host a 

Modern Methods of Construction Briefing 

scheduled for 4 th  February in Baldoyle 

Training Centre.  

¶ A Transport & Logistics Briefing event was 

discussed with the T&L subgroup with a view 

to holding an event during Logistics & Supply 

Chain Skills Week in May.  

 

 
  

Xplore Your Future Competition - Student Skills 

Competition (Construction, Transport & Logistics)   

 

¶ Invitations to enter competition issued to 36 

secondary schools in Fingal Region.  

¶ Closing date for entries: 8 th  May 2026.  

¶ Focus:  To build awareness of the wide variety 

of careers and job opportunities in specific 

industry sectors.  

 
Further details are available here:  

Student Skills Competition 2025 | Fingal County 

Council  
 

 

https://www.fingal.ie/student-skills-competition-2025
https://www.fingal.ie/student-skills-competition-2025


Interreg Skyla Project ɀ Update ɀ January 2026  

 

  
  

The Interreg SKYLA Project will enter the monitoring 

and follow -up phase in March 2026. Indicators will be 

reported on quarterly.  

  

URBACTɀEcoCore ɀ Update ɀ January 2026  

 

   
 

Work is underway with project partners to highlight 

key local actions for display at  the URBACT Cities 

Festival in March 2026.  

 

Sustainable Fingal - Update ɀ February 2026  

  

  
Sustainability stakeholder engagement sessions 

were held in November and December 2025 with the 

internal Fingal County Council team, Business 

Stakeholders, Community Groups and the 

Councillors.  

  

Circular Cities - Update ɀ January 2026  

 
¶ Feasibility study from EcoCore Hackathon in 

progress on a Circular Hub and Digital 

Platform for the Balbriggan area.  
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¶ Information on circular initiatives across 

Fingal is being compiled for the CCD Report 

with a submission deadline of end of March 

2026. 

 

LOCAL AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT 

 

 
 

 

Fingal LCDC  

 

¶ Next LCDC Meeting: 25 th  March 2026  

¶ Healthy Ireland & LECP: Ongoing 

implementation and review.  

 

 

SICAP Update  

 

¶ SICAP Budget 2026: ɚ1,616,781  

¶ New Arrivals: ɚ 375,372 

¶ SICAP 2026 KPI targets have been agreed.  

 

 

LEADER Programme Update  

¶ LAG Meeting: 15 th  December 2025  

¶ 6 projects approved - ɚ127,889.62 

¶ Applications currently open for Leader 

Funding: For rural individuals, businesses & 

community groups  

¶ Next LAG Meeting: 25 th  March 2025  

 

 
 

 



Local Enhancement Programme (LEP) 2026 

 

¶ Funding Available:  ɚ268,827 allocated to 

Fingal. 

¶ Deadline:  27 February 2026, 5pm (via 

submit.com).  

¶ Capital Projects only.  

 

 
 

¶ Fingal County Council held an Information 

and Q&A Webinar on 15th January 2026 

which is available at 

https://www.fingal.ie/local -enhancement -

programme -lep-2026 

 

 
 

Exwell Medical  

¶ Healthy Fingal ExWell Programme running in 

both Blakestown and Mulhuddart for 2026.  

¶ Focuses on community -based clinical exercise 

programmes.  

¶ GP Referral only for people living with chronic 

illness. 

¶ Funded by Healthy Ireland Sláintecare fund  
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Healthy Steps ɀ Walking programme  

 

¶ 4 GP Referral walk locations in Balbriggan, 

Donabate, Millennium Park and Mulhuddart.  

¶ Developed By Healthy Fingal and Active Travel 

and supported by the HSE   

¶ Walks to take place over 48 weeks  

¶ Looking to develop a further 2 new locations  

during summer 2026  

 

 
 

Taking Heads - LetɅs Talk About Suicide  

 

¶ A Healthy Fingal, HSE & CYPSC partnership in 

suicide prevention.  

¶ Barbers complete free online LetɅs Talk 

About Suicide training.  

¶ Promo video featuring PJ Gallagher seen 

over 17,000 times and nominated for a 

LAMA award  

¶ Roll out to barbershops around Fingal in 

2026 

 

 

https://www.fingal.ie/local-enhancement-programme-lep-2026
https://www.fingal.ie/local-enhancement-programme-lep-2026


TOWN REGENERATION OFFICE 

 

Our Balbriggan 2019 ɀ 2030 Rejuvenation Plan ɀ A 

Socio-Economic Strategy  

 

The Balbriggan Leadership Group are scheduled to 

meet next on March 11 th  where members will receive 

updates on the Urban Regeneration Development 

funded Public Infrastructure Projects and progress 

reports from its four Pillar Chairs.   

 

 
 

 
The Council appointed contractor John Craddock Ltd 

on the redevelopment of the Quay Street, Harbour & 

Environs area in Q2 2024.  Work is continuing to 

progress well across all key elements, with the 

majority of the work scheduled to  be substantially 

compl eted in Spring 2026.   

 

Phase 5 works are underway with the heritage 

restoration of the RNLI Boathouse building 

continuing.  
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The restoration works are due for completion in Q1 

2026.  The new public toilets, harbour pavilion 

buildings and kiosks are progressing and are due for 

completion by March 2026.  

 

Works on 2 new pedestrian bridges have been 

completed, and extensive bedded planting in the 

Plaza area completed. Site testing investigations are 

complete. on the site of BalbrigganɅs old gas works, 

which is part of the new Harbour Square 

development. Ongo ing monitoring at the site will 

continue until February 2026.  

 

Following the November Swords/Balbriggan ACM a 

Section 38 Non -Statutory Public Consultation for the 

Quay Street & Environs Traffic Management Scheme 

was published on Consult.ie, closing date for 

submissions was 17 th  December 2025, with four 

submissions received. A report will be brought back 

to the February Balbriggan Area Committee Meeting. 

The intention is to implement a series of traffic 

control measures in Georges Hill, Mill Street, Quay 

Street, Harbour Road and Seapoint Lane in the first 

half of 2026.  

 

 
The procurement process to appoint a contractor for 

the redevelopment of 2 -4 Dublin Street is ongoing. 

The property and adjoining commercial unit are set 

to be transformed into a new Creative Hub with 8 

workspaces at 2 Dublin Street and an ancillary 

connec ted space at 4 Dublin Street which will support 

STEAM education, digital learning, training and 

enterprise activities. Substantial completion is 

expected in 2027.  

 



 
An Integrated Design Team, McCullough Mulvin 

Architects, have been appointed for the DeBruns site 

and are progressing work on design options based 

on best possible uses and site constraints. It is 

intended to proceed to a Part 8 planning public 

consultatio n process in 2026.  

 

A Feasibility Study for a Swim Platform has been 

completed by Langan Consulting (Marine) Engineers. 

The Programme Office are reviewing the proposed 

options and costs before progressing with next steps.  

 

An Internal Project Team has been established from 

the Town Regeneration Office, Our Balbriggan 

Programme Office and FCC Architects  

to progress the Boathouse and Bathhouse project.  

Based on the current programme, a public planning 

process is likely to commence in Q3 2026 with 

construction commencing in early 2027 for 

completion of the project in late 2027.  
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Our Balbriggan Programme Office continues to work 

with the Operations Department on a programme of 

works to enhance spaces for young people. Three 

locations have been completed in Millpond, Bremore 

and Charlie Moore Parks.  

 

Following the publication of a Draft Open Spaces 

Scheme for Balbriggan, ChieftanɅs Drive / Moylaragh 

Road on Consult.ie in June, and a presentation to the 

Balbriggan ACM in September installation will 

commence Q1 2026 and include a Half MUGA, and 

other out door enhancements including seating.  

 

 
 

Town Centre First ɀ Lusk  

 

The first meeting of the Lusk Town Team in 2026 took 

place on the 20 th  of January, to discuss 

implementation strategies for projects contained 

within the Lusk for Life Town Centre First Plan during 

2026.  

 

The Lusk Town team recently received funding of 

ɚ195,075, awarded by the Department of 

Community and Rural Development and the 

Gaeltacht for key projects identified from their TCF 

Lusk for Life plan.   Existing projects funded by the 

DRCDG are now coming towards completion 

following public consultation.  

 

 
 

 

 



Town Centre First ɀ Balrothery  

 

The Balrothery Town Team were awarded  funding of  

ɚ49,500 from the Department of Community and 

Rural Development and the Gaeltacht to complete a 

feasibility study for one of the key projects contained 

within their Plan - the creation of a modern, vibrant 

outdoor area to host local events. The Balrothery 

Town Team is due to hold its first meeting of 2026 in 

early February.  

 

 
 

Town Centre First ɀ Ballyboughal  

 

The Town Team have been approved for funding of 

ɚ218,700 from the Department of Community and 

Rural Development and the Gaeltacht for the delivery 

of key public realm enhancement projects for the 

village.  

 

 
 

Town Centre First ɀ Donabate  

 

The Donabate Town Team held its first meeting of 

2026 on the 21 st of January. This meeting focused on 

prioritising projects for the year ahead which are 

contained within the Donabate Town Centre First 

Health Check.  
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Town Centre First ɀ Rush  

 

A new Town Team for Rush was established in late 

2025 following a capacity building process involving 

local residents and business owners. The first 

meeting of 2026 took place on the 7 th  of January, 

 

Simultaneously, during 2025, a new Town Centre 

First Plan for Rush was devised and this plan will be 

officially launched in the coming months.  

 

The Rush Town Team have also recently received 

funding from the Department of Rural and 

Community Development to complete a feasibility 

study for the revitalisation of Key areas within Rush 

Town Centre.  

 

 
 

Town Team ChairpersonɅs Forum 

 

Due to the expansion of FingalɅs network of Town 

Teams in recent months, a Town Team ChairpersonɅs 

forum was recently established. This forum provides 

an opportunity for Chairs to share information, learn 

from each otherɅs experiences, and to receive 

guidance from the Town Regeneration Office. The 

Town Team ChairpersonɅs forum meeting for quarter 

one, 2026, took place on the 13 th  of January. 

 



Town & Village Renewal Scheme 2023 -Floraville 

Park, Skerries Enhancement  

 

Work is ongoing on the Phase 4 development of 

Floraville Park in Skerries, which received ɚ55,800 in 

funding from the Department of Rural and 

Community Development and the Gaeltacht as part 

of the Town and Village Renewal scheme in 2023. 

This project is du e to be completed by the end of 

March 2026. The work being undertaken in this 

phase includes the installation of precast concrete 

sculptures, the installation of a steel display element, 

as well as host of other measures which will 

invaluably enhance Flora ville Park as a public 

amenity for all residents and visitors to Skerries.  

 

 
Town & Village Renewal Scheme 2023 - Rush 

Community Centre Enhancement  

 

Upgrade works to Rush Community Centre, for which 

funding was provided by the Department of 

Community and Rural Development and the 

Gaeltacht under the Town and Village Renewal 

Scheme in 2023 to the value of ɚ64,350, have recently 

been completed. These wor ks included painting, 

complete refurbishment of the existing bathroom 

facilities and the construction of a Pergola. The 

enhancement of the community centre represents 

important public investment in local facilities for the 

people of Rush.  
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Town & Village Renewal Scheme 2025  

 

The Town Regeneration Office is delighted to 

support Fingals Towns and Villages having secured 

ɚ1,035,450 in funding for all five applications 

submitted to the TVRS scheme operated by the 

Department of Rural and Community Development 

& The Gaeltacht which was announced in December 

2025 

The successful applications include:  

 

St. MargaretɅs - Community Hall Enhancement  

 

Funding of ɚ500,000 has been approved to complete 

the repair, refurbishment and extension of the 

existing Community Hall in St MargaretɅs to include 

mechanical and electrical upgrades, fire safety and 

site clearing.  

 

Ballyboughal - Public Realm Enhancement  

 

Funding of ɚ218,700 has been approved.  

 

Lusk - Public Realm Enhancement  

 

Funding of ɚ195,075 has been approved. 

 

Rush ɀ Feasibility Study for Public Realm 

Enhancement  

 

Funding of ɚ50,000 has been approved. 

 

Balrothery ɀ Feasibility Study for Public Realm 

Enhancement  

 

Funding of ɚ49,500 has been approved. 

 

 
 



Derelict Sites  

 

27 no. Statutory notices have issued to owners of 

Derelict sites for the month of January 2026. This 

included notices issued demanding payment of 

levies on Derelict sites located within Fingal to a total 

of ɚ620,697 for the year 2026.  

 

2 no. properties have been removed from the 

Derelict Sites Register since the start of the year 

following compliance with Section 11 Notices. This 

brings the current number of properties on the 

Derelict Sites Register to 27.  

 

 
There have been a total of 20 inspections carried out 

year to date in 2026 on existing files and new 

referrals from members of the public and through 

the activity of the Derelict Sites team.  
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Local Enterprise Office   

  

LEO Fingal provides a broad suite of support services 

to stimulate enterprise and enable small businesses 

to succeed.     

  

Local Enterprise Week 2026    

 

Local Enterprise Week launched on 30 th  January, and 

takes place  2nd to 6 th  March 2026. It features  a 

packed schedule of  events for start -ups and small 

businesses focusing on management training, 

networking, mentoring and much more.  

Fingal Enterprise Awards 2026   

The Fingal Enterprise Awards competition is 

organised annually by the Local Enterprise Office to 

acknowledge the achievements of small businesses. 

This is part of a national competition in which one 

overall winner from each of the 31 Local Enterprise 

Office areas will compete for the National 

awards.   Five applicants have been short -listed and 

will compete, with one winner to be announced 

during Local Enterprise Week,   who will go on 

to  represent  Fingal at the National Enterprise 

Awards final in the Mansio n House on Thursday, 18th 

June 2026  

 

Fingal Business Network   

   

Fingal Business Network returns in 2026 with 

quarterly networking events. The first event is 

planned for 24 th  April in the Carlton Hotel, Dublin 

Airport. The Fingal Business Network provides a 

forum for entrepreneurs and owners of small 

businesses to learn about new trends in business, 

strengthen relationships, explore collaboration 

opportunities and  share ideas .  

 

Fingal Business Supports Briefing   

   

The December monthly online Business Supports 

Briefing, attracted 109 registrants to learn about 

supports for their business.  The next briefing will 

take place online on February 4 th  and will run 

monthly throughout the year.   
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Food Sectoral Supports       

  

LEO Fingal is leading the first all -Dublin Food 

Starter  programme (for start -up food 

producers),   which commenced  on 13 th  of 

January for  4 weeks. The biennial Dublin Food Chain 

(DFC) ɈProducer Showcaseɉ was hosted by LEO Fingal 

on 29 th  January in the Crowne Plaza Blanchardstown, 

attracting 47 food producers and 54 key buyers from 

Irish and UK multiples. DFC is a 

food  sector  networking  and business development 

platform run by the four Dublin LEOs, supported by 

Bord Bia.   

  

Evaluations and Approvals Committee      

  

The Evaluation and Approvals Committee (EVAC) will 

reconvene on February 11 th  2026 to review Grant 

applications received in January. In 2025, the 

committee approved ɚ1,141,601 in grant packages 

across 98 businesses.      

  

Management Development       

  

The next Leadership for Business Acceleration 

programme commences on March 12 th  and will 

conclude on 7 th  May 2026 in The Riasc Centre, 

Kinsealy.  The  programme provides learning and 

mentorship helping businesses to grow, increase 

employment and move into international markets. 

The programme is a joint initiative between LEO 

Fingal and LEO Dublin City.  

  

Sustainability Supports       

          

LEO Fingal provides expertise  and incentives to 

enable small businesses to reduce their carbon 

footprint and become more sustainable. The Green 

for Business programme was delivered to 41  Fingal 

based businesses in 2025 allowing many of these 

businesses to apply for the Energy Efficiency Grant 

with funding of up to ɚ10,000 and 75% of eligible 

costs, to enable small businesses to  acquire  energy 

efficient equipment and processes.  20  applicants 

were approved for funding  under this scheme   in 

2025. 
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Business Advice Clinics and Mentoring     
  

LEO Fingal provides one to one business support 

services through Business Advice Clinics and a 

Mentoring programme, both online and in person. In 

2025 , 665 clients availed of a Business Advice Clinic 

and 371 signed up for mentoring, with consistently 

high  demand for this service among Fingal 

businesses.     

     

Business Loan scheme   

 

LEO Fingal provides a loan scheme through its 

partnership with Microfinance Ireland (MFI), up to 

ɚ50,000 per approved applicant.  In 2025,  40 MFI 

loan applications  were  processed., supported by an 

expert mentor who guides applicants through the 

process to maximise their prospect of approval.     

  

Training and Events     

 

LEO Fingal has kicked off a jam -packed training 

schedule for 2026 which includes all aspects of 

running a business. All training and events are 

available to book online.  

 

Internationalisation and Export Development   

  

The new Market Explorer Grant is available to small 

enterprises in the manufacturing and international 

trading sectors (with up to 50 employees). The 

amount of the grant is 50% of eligible costs up to a 

maximum of ɚ10,000. LEO Fingal 

approved  seven applications in 2025 in the amount 

of ɚ49,010.   

 

Digital & Innovation Supports    

   
The Grow Digital Voucher and Digital for Business 

schemes offer SMEs grant and capability supports to 

embrace digital technology.  In 2025, 60 clients 

availed of the programmes.  

 

The next information webinar about Digitalisation 

supports takes place on 5 th  February 2026.  

  

 

 



Productivity & Competitiveness Supports     

   

Lean For Business is designed to encourage clients to 

adopt Lean business principles in their organisations 

to increase performance and competitiveness.   

   

Nineteen clients undertook this Programme in 2025 

and to date in 2026 two  clients have been approved.   

  

Showcase Ireland 2026   

 

 Showcase Ireland 2026   took  place on January 18-

20, 2026 at the RDS, Dublin. Showcase is presented 

by Design & Crafts Council Ireland, Enterprise Ireland 

and Local Enterprise Offices and supported by the 

Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment. 

LEO Fingal  was allocated  seven stands  for this event, 

each allocated to a craft producer who exhibited to 

buyers from around the world.  

  

 

Local Enterprise Office   

  

LEO Fingal provides a broad suite of support services 

to stimulate enterprise and enable small businesses 

to succeed.   

  

Local Enterprise Week 2026   
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Local Enterprise Week launched on 30 th  January, and 

takes place 2 nd to 6 th  March 2026. It features a packed 

schedule of events for start -ups and small businesses 

focusing on management training, networking, 

mentoring and much more.  
 

Fingal  Enterprise Awards 2026   

   

The Fingal Enterprise Awards competition is 

organised annually by the Local Enterprise Office to 

acknowledge the achievements of small businesses. 

This is part of a national competition in which one 

overall winner from each of the 31 Local Enterprise 

Office areas will compete for the National awards.  

Five applicants have been short -listed and will 

compete, with one winner to be announced during 

Local Enterprise Week,  who will go on to  represent 

Fingal at the National Enterprise Awards final in the 

Mansio n House on Thursday, 18th June 2026  
 

 Fingal Business Network    

    

Fingal Business Network returns in 2026 with 

quarterly networking events. The first event is 

planned for 24 th  April in the Carlton Hotel, Dublin 

Airport. The Fingal Business Network provides a 

forum for entrepreneurs and owners of small 

businesses to learn about new trends in business, 

strengthen relationships, explore collaboration 

opportunities and  share ideas . 

 

 

  



 Fingal Business Supports Briefing   

  

    

The December monthly online Business Supports 

Briefing, attracted 109 registrants to learn about 

supports for their business.  
  
The next briefing will take place online on February 

4th  and will run monthly throughout the year.  
 

Food Sectoral Supports   

   

  

   

LEO Fingal is leading the first all -Dublin Food Starter 

programme (for start -up food producers),  which 

commenced  on 13 th  of January for 4 weeks.  
  
The biennial Dublin Food Chain (DFC) ɈProducer 

Showcaseɉ was hosted by LEO Fingal on 29th  January 

in the Crowne Plaza Blanchardstown, attracting 47 

food producers and 54 key buyers from Irish and UK 

multiples. DFC is a food sector networking and 

business development platform run by the four 

Dublin LEOs, supported by Bord Bia.  
 

Evaluations and Approvals Committee       

  

The Evaluation and Approvals Committee (EVAC) will 

reconvene on February 11 th  2026 to review the 

Feasibility, Business Priming and Business 

Expansion  Grant applications  received  in January. In 

2025, the committee approved ɚ1,141,601 in grant 

packages across 98 businesses.   
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Management Development     

  

 
 

The next Leadership for Business Acceleration 

programme commences on March 12 th  and will 

conclude on 7 th  May 2026 in The Riasc Centre, 

Kinsealy.  The  programme  provides learning and 

mentorship helping businesses to grow, increase 

employment and move into international markets. 

The programme is a joint initiative between LEO 

Fingal and LEO Dublin City.  
 

  

Sustainability Supports   

  

       

 

LEO Fingal provides expertise and incentives to 

enable small businesses to reduce their carbon 

footprint and become more sustainable. The Green 

for Business programme was delivered to 41 Fingal 

based businesses in 2025 allowing many of these 

businesses to apply for the Energy Efficiency Grant 

with funding of up to ɚ10,000 and 75% of eligible 

costs, to enable small businesses to acquire energy 

efficient equipment and processes.  
  
20  applicants were approved for funding under this 

scheme  in 2025.  
 

 



Business Advice Clinics and Mentoring       

  

   
   

LEO Fingal provides one to one business support 

services through Business Advice Clinics and a 

Mentoring programme, both online and in person. In 

2025 , 665 clients availed of a Business Advice Clinic 

and 371 signed up for mentoring, with consistently 

high  demand for this service among Fingal 

businesses.     
  

Business Loan scheme   

  

LEO Fingal provides a loan scheme through its 

partnership with Microfinance Ireland (MFI), up to 

ɚ50,000 per approved applicant.   
  
In 2025, 40 MFI loan applications were processed., 

supported by an expert mentor who guides 

applicants through the process to maximise their 

prospect of approval.     
 

Training and Events   

  

LEO Fingal has kicked off a jam -packed training 

schedule for 2026 which includes all aspects of 

running a business. All training and events are 

available to book online.  
 

  

Internationalisation and Export Development   

   

The new Market Explorer Grant is available to small 

enterprises in the manufacturing and international 

trading sectors (with up to 50 employees). The 

amount of the grant is 50% of eligible costs up to a 

maximum of ɚ10,000. LEO Fingal approved seven 

applications in 2025 in the amount o f ɚ49,010.   
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Digital & Innovation Supports   

   
 

The Grow Digital Voucher and Digital for Business 

schemes offer SMEs grant and capability supports to 

embrace digital technology.  In 2025, 60 clients 

availed of the programmes.  

  
The next information webinar about Digitalisation 

supports takes place on 5 th  February 2026.  
 
 Productivity & Competitiveness Supports      

  

  

   

Lean For Business is designed to encourage clients to 

adopt Lean business principles in their organisations 

to increase performance and competitiveness.  
   
Nineteen clients undertook this Programme in 2025 

and to date in 2026 two clients have been approved.   
 

Showcase Ireland 2026    

  

          
 



Showcase Ireland 2026  took place on January 18 -20, 

2026 at the RDS, Dublin. Showcase is presented by 

Design & Crafts Council Ireland, Enterprise Ireland 

and Local Enterprise Offices and supported by the 

Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment. 

LEO Fingal  was allocated seven stands for this event, 

each allocated to a craft producer who exhibited to 

buyers from around the world.  

 

Community Development  

Community Development  involves local people 

working together to address shared social, economic, 

environmental and cultural challenges through 

collective, grassroots action. It can range from small, 

locally led initiatives to wider programmes involving 

the broader community.  

 

Building community capacity and participation, and 

enabling people to influence decisions affecting their 

lives, is a complex process that requires sustained 

collaboration between local communities and the 

agencies that serve them.   

 

This month the Community Development Office 

worked in partnership with a number of community 

groups and partners to support many 

projects/Initiatives including:  

Balbriggan Youth Forum Stakeholders Meeting  

 

The Our Balbriggan Community Pillar Group is 

establishing a youth forum, informed by 2024 

research. Led by Foróige, young people will shape the 

forum, which will feature at the BELIEVE Expo in 

Flemington CC this April.   
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Supporting cross departmental collaborative 

effort to develop new Corduff Walking Routes  

 

The Community Development & Inclusion Division is 

leading a new initiative to co Ȥcreate safe, accessible 

and community Ȥled walking routes in Corduff and 

surrounding areas. Building on the Corduff Place 

Standards Tool, the project aims to promote 

wellbeing, active lifestyles and stronger community 

connections.  

A multiȤagency steering committee met in January to 

progress the project, with partners including FCC 

teams, HSE, Age Friendly Fingal, Active Cities, Foróige, 

local councillors and community groups.  

A community walking survey and a series of general 

and youth Ȥfocused workshops will gather local 

insights to identify preferred routes, inform walking 

maps and shape a shared vision for a safer, more 

walkable Corduff.  

Information Webinar on Community Activity 

Funding Applications and Criteria for Funding.  

 



An online information webinar was held on 27 

January to support Fingal community groups with 

funding applications and outline recent guideline 

changes. Over 150 participants registered to attend.  
 

Community Development capacity training in 

Lusk  

 

A bespoke community development and 

capacity building course is being led by the 

Community Development & Inclusion Division in 

Lusk, supporting the establishment of the Lusk 

Community Forum under the Lusk Town Team Plan. 

The training will be tailored to over 22 local volunteer 

groups. 
 

Rivermeade Estate   
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The re-launch of the reconfigured Rivermeade 

Residents Association was held on the 12 th   January 

in the Mary Queen of Ireland Primary School. 30 

residents participated, with conversations centred on 

local action including the coordination of a Place 

Standards process that will take place during Q2 of 

this year.  

Support for ϥnternational WomenɅs Day calendar 

of events  

 

The International Womenõs Day Bursary 2026 has 

launched to support Fingal County Councilõs 

International Womenõs Day celebrations on 8 March. 

This yearõs theme, òGive to Gain,ó highlights the 

positive impact of empowering women.  

The Community Development & Inclusion Office is 

offering up to û300 for small, community led events 

that celebrate women, promote skills, social 

engagement, community development and womenõs 

empowerment. Applicants must show how they 

encourage womenõs participation and support local 

women. Applications close on 30 January. 

 

 



Community Facilities Management Support  

  

The Building Facilities Unit provides financial and 

management support to 38 community facilities 

across Fingal. The Unit also manages the Capital 

Works programme for the Community Development 

Office.  

  

Official opening of Racecourse Community 

Centre, Baldoyle  

 
The Racecourse Community Centre in Baldoyle was 

officially opened on 17 January by the Fingal Mayor 

and Chief Executive. The ɚ10 million, stateȤofȤtheȤart 

facility, funded by Fingal County Council, has been 

designed with sustainability, accessibility and 

inclusivity at its core. The centre has been warmly 

welcomed by the community and is expected to 

support increased participation and the 

development of new local groups.   

 

Racecourse Community Centre LOGO project    

 

 
First year students from Pobal Scoil Neasáin 

Baldoyle, and artist Jennifer Harrington worked 

together to design and create a Logo for the new 

Racecourse Community Centre. Exploring themes 

such as community and place they incorporated both 

the park and coas tal elements into the final creation 

which will be used on all print and social media going 

forward.  
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Community Centre Support ɀ Blakestown CC  

 

 
 

 
 

With Fingal County Council support, Blakestown 

Community Resource Centre completed a full car 

park resurfacing and re Ȥmarking. Funding was 

provided by the Community Division and Economic 

Development Office, with technical oversight from 

the CouncilɅs Architects Department.  

  

Interagency  

The Community Development Office actively seeks to 

work in collaboration with agencies to maximise 

service delivery and resources to communities 

across Fingal. 

 

Fingal Comhairle na nÓg (FCNN)  

 
 

FCNN is the recognised youth voice for Fingal and 

continues to work on their project which addresses 

antisocial behaviour and safety in communities. 

Foroige Youth Service has been successful in their 

tender for the contract to oversee the development 

and operation of FCNN.  

 

 



Fingal Public Participation Network (FPPN)  

 

Fingal Public Participation Network (PPN) is a 

network of community, voluntary, social inclusion 

and environmental organisations, working to build a 

better county for the communities of Fingal.  

 

Fingal PPN attended the National PPN Staff in Ȥperson 

meeting in Laois in December with colleagues from 

all 31 PPNs. Membership now stands at 930 groups, 

with the first Linkage meeting scheduled for 

February. The Secretariat met on 22 January to set 

the 2025ɀ2026 workplan.  

 

RESPOND Family Homeless Services  

 

 
 

The Community Development Team recently 

supported RESPOND in delivering its Family 

Homeless Services Christmas Wonderland event in 

Northwood, Santry. The event was very well attended 

by families availing of homeless services, and it 

proved to be an enjoyable d ay for all involved . 
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Age Friendly Fingal  

Age Friendly Fingal is committed to driving a 

collaborative, multi -sectoral approach to supporting 

interventions that will significantly help to improve 

the quality of life of the current population of older 

people in Fingal and future generations.  

 Launch of FingalɅs Age-Friendly Strategy  

  

 
 

FingalɅs third Age Friendly Strategy 2026ɀ2030 was 

launched on 16 January by Mayor Cllr. Tom OɅLeary. 

Developed by the Age Friendly Alliance, the Strategy 

is informed by extensive engagement with older 

people and partners and sets out a multi Ȥagency 

action plan to support an inclusive, age Ȥfriendly 

Fingal. Age Friendly Ambassador Terry Prone 

welcomed the Strategy at the launch.  

 

Korale Interreg Europe ɀ Tackling loneliness  

 

 
 

Fingal County Council has joined a consortium of six 

European countries in the Interreg Europe ɀfunded 

KORALE project, which focuses on preventing and 

addressing loneliness through improved public 

policy and shared best practice. The launch of FingalɅs 

third Age Friendly Strategy is a key milestone of the 

project.   

 

 

 



Funding  

 

Community Activities funding supports community 

and voluntary initiatives. In January 2026, five Activity 

Grants totaling  ɚ14,482 were recommended for 

approval at Area Committee Meetings.  

 

BRLS  2 x Grants  ɚ5,482 

BMCO  2 x Grants  ɚ6,000 

HOWTH/MAL  1 x Grant  ɚ3,000 

 

  

Integration Office  

 

The Fingal Integration Office promotes social 

inclusion by supporting those facing barriers, 

fostering intercultural understanding, and 

strengthening community connections through key 

integration strategies and supports.  

 

Local Authority Integration Team (LAIT)  

 

The Local Authority Integration Team (LAIT) provides 

clinic support to International Protection applicants, 

Programme Refugees and Beneficiaries of 

Temporary Protection to help them live 

independently. Integration clinics continue to be 

delivered across No rth County, Mid ȤEast and Dublin 

15, with accommodation data provided by the LGMA 

and UCTAT (Ukrainian Crisis Temporary 

Accommodation Team).  

 

  

Geographical 

Area  

BOTP 

Residents  

IPAS  

Residents  

North County  48 56  

Mid -East   317 1510  

Dublin 15  0  522  

Total   365 2088 
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Integration  

Schools of Sanctuary Ireland  

The Integration Office collaborated with Schools of 

Sanctuary Ireland on a visit to Bremore Educate 

Together Secondary School to engage with staff and 

students, observe inclusion practices, and support 

the schoolɅs assessment as a Champion School of 

Sanctuary.   

   

IPAS Christmas Event  

  

In December 2025, the Integration Office supported 

Crosscare in co-hosting a Christmas family event for 

children and their families at a large -scale IPAS 

Family Accommodation centre in the mid -east area. 

This event was filled with family fun events includi ng 

games and a special visit from Santa.  

 

 
 

 

  



Launch of the Intercultural Calendar 2026   

  

In December 2025, the Chief Executive launched the 

first Fingal Intercultural Calendar for 2026, developed 

by the Integration Office. The calendar highlights key 

cultural and religious observances and is available in 

libraries, civic spaces, and on the Fingal County 

Council website.   

 

 
 

CIF (Community Integration Forum)   

The Community Integration Forum (CIF) is a 

multiȤagency forum coordinating statutory and 

voluntary supports for diverse communities in Fingal. 

Originally focused on Ukrainian Beneficiaries of 

Temporary Protection, its remit has expanded to 

include International Protection applicants, refugees, 

programme refugees and those with permission to 

remain.  

 

The CIF will hold its first meeting of 2026 on 10 

February, introducing partner agency presentations 

as a new element of its structure.  
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Harbours Update  

Car Parking Services  

Burial Grounds Services  

Traffic Operations County -wide  

Fleet Management & Plant Hire Unit  

Public Lighting  

Recycling Centres  Update  

Licenses  

Surface Water  

Area Business Totals for DECEMBER 2025  

 

 
 

Works Programme  

 

Balbriggan/Rush -Lusk/Swords Area   

  

At the BRLS Area Committee Meeting held on 

the  15th  of January 2026 the Programme of 

Works 2026 was approved by Councillors.   This 

Programme of Works outlines the works to  be 

completed in the areas across Roads, Traffic,  Parks, 

and Public Lighting sections.   
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Balbriggan/Swords Area   

  

Christmas Tree  Recycling  

4898 Christmas  trees were chipped as part of 
the recycling service provided by Fingal 
County Council after the festive period. This was 
across 10 collection points in the Balbriggan, Rush 
Lusk and Swords areas. 
  

  
 
Swords   

  

A new inclusive roundabout  was installed 

at Rathingle  Park playground to replace the 

older  roundabout unit. New soft surfacing was 

also installed around the new unit.   

  

  



A New pedestrian corral  was installed at 

the  Swords Manor  section of the Ward River 

Valley Park.  

  

This is part of boundary improvement works  which 

aims to remove entry points  which can  allow ease of 

access for unauthorised vehicles in  the 

park,  while  still  maintaining  accessibility for  all park 

users.  

  

  

  

Briar clearance at  Castleview Heath, Swords:   
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Laneway tidy up in Ormon Estate, Swords:   

  

  

  

  

  



Donabate   

  

Two existing planters were fully replanted 

on Donabate  Main  Street in collaboration 

with  Donabate tidy towns.   

   

  

 Path clearance in The Priory,  Donabate:   
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Before and after of tidy up in Beverton,  Donabate:   

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  



Before and after of tidy up in The Links,    

Donabate:   
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Balbriggan   

  

Footpath repair works carried out by the 

direct  labour crews at Bath Road, Balbriggan.   

  

  

  

  

  

 
  



 Howth/  Malahide  Area   

  

  

 Dismantling Christmas tree display at Sutton  cross.  

  

Planting up beds at Sutton  Cross post -

Christmas  display.   
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Christmas tree  - wood chipping   

  

Post Christmas service of 

recycling  domestic  Christmas trees  by wood 

chipping  them  was busy through the  7 collection 

points  in the  Howth/Malahide area.  A total of  2,851 

trees were  chipped.   

 

  

Sutton strand chipping.   

   

  

  

  

  

  

  



Ros beg Landscaping  & Ironworks   

  

  

  

  

  

Landscaping works were carried out here  clearing 

of  overgrown shrubs and brambles  to  alleviate 

antisocial  gatherings  and litter.  Iron  railings and gate 

installed also.  The area is now  more manageable for 

the  residents  to  maintain  themselves.    

   

Howth Harbour  Front   

  

Olympic gardens  ɀ Tidy up and landscaping 

work  carried out.  The large beds here had 

become  overgrown and too tall ɀ obstructing the 

views of  Howth harbour and Irelands eye.   
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Clear views of Irelands eye.   

  

  

Howth  Looped Pathway   

  

The cutting of the  vegetation  either side of the  path 

is ongoing as the busy walking season  begins soon. 

We have a short window between  growth and  bird 

nesting season  to cut along the  paths.   

  

  

  

  

  

  



 Playgrounds ɀ Upgrades,  Repair &  Maintenance   

  

  

Myrtle playground, Baldoyle   

 

  

 More  inclusive/sensory  play units included.   

  

  

Myrtle playground revamp  has been 

completed  including new entrance/exit gates either 

side of  the playground.   
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Sutton Strand  ɀ Fitness units   

  

The fitness units along Sutton strand  had worn  and 

rusted  over time, each unit needed to 

be replaced.  We have included wheelchair  accessible 

units in the mix.   

  

  

Malahide Demesne,  Walled Garden.   

Final stages of the Glass house upgrade works.   

Dutch house   

  

  

  

  

 



Peach house.  

  

   

Alpine house.   
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Baldoyle   

  

New Band Stand  in Baldoyle village, Roof put in  place 

to complete the installation.   

  

New signage installed beside wooden  art 

carving, Baldoyle village green.   

New Benches   



Additional benches and picnic tables 

installed  throughout the area, including 

ɄBinse comhráɅ bench  along the seafront. 

A ɄBinse ComhráɅ sign welcomes  and promote  Irish 

conversation while  sitting here.    

Sutton,  Portmarnock, Seabury  received 

new benches.   

  

New picnic  bench and plinth, The estuary,  Seabury, 

Malahide.   
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Malahide  Village Green  

A number of  trees needed to be removed from  the 

village green, they  were leaning  and prone 

to  breaking.   

A selection  of new trees  has been planted  to  replace 

the  damaged ones.    

   

Roads /  Footpaths  ɀ Howth/Malahide   

Program of Works   

Seapark  

Works on drainage and road resurfacing as part  of 

the works programme.    

  

  

  

 

  



The Moorings   

Road resurfacing and finishing  of  iron works.   

  

  

  

  

Baldoyle, Meadowbrook Park    

Road resurfacing.   
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Carrickhill  Court   

   

New drainage and road resurfacing.   

  

  

  

Harbour Road   

Resurfacing of the road, along with re-marking,   

as part of the programme of works.    

  

  

  

 



Árd Na Mara   

  

New concrete footpaths.   

  

  

  

Chapel Road, Kinsealy  

  

New cycle lane  and footpath  which will connect  to 

the  existing infrastructure.  Contractor is  working on 

new walls and has completed new  kerbs.    

  

  

  

Dunbo Hill   

  

The Howth Malahide Crew are currently working  on 

a new drainage system.    
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Cleansing, Beaches and Toilets   

  

Deep cleaning of Malahide village toilets commenced.  
  

  

Balscadden eco toilets treatment for 

rodents  complete.   

  

  

New flooring  Robs Wall toilets.   

 

  

New plots  development  Balgriffin burial  grounds.   

  

  




















































































































































