
Sutton to Malahide Pedestrian & Cycle Scheme
Frequently Asked Questions 

1. What is the Sutton to Malahide Pedestrian & Cycle Scheme?
The Sutton to Malahide Pedestrian and Cycle Scheme is a high-quality pedestrian and cycle route that is being developed by Fingal County Council with support from the National Transport Authority. It will connect Malahide, Portmarnock, Baldoyle and Sutton. 
The Proposed Scheme will improve accessibility and connectivity between these four towns and villages and provide an attractive route for walking and cycling. It will be designed to be used for recreation and leisure purposes and travel to local schools, train stations, sports clubs and for commuting purposes.
Everyone will be able to enjoy the full length of the Sutton to Malahide Pedestrian and Cycle Scheme. It will be designed so that people of all ages and mobility levels can travel safely on foot, by scooter, by wheelchair and bike, and will offer a route separated from on road vehicles for the majority of the route for increased safety and comfort.
The route will form a key part of the NTA’s Greater Dublin Area Cycle Network and will link into existing walking and cycling facilities at the Baldoyle to Portmarnock Greenway and onwards to the Sutton to Sandycove Scheme and the Clontarf-City Centre Cycle Routes. Fingal County Council is also progressing the Broadmeadow Way across Malahide Estuary and the Fingal Coastal Way will pick up from Donabate to Rush, Skerries and Balbriggan.

2. What stage is the project at?
The Scheme is now entering Phase 4: Planning & CPO Stage. An Environmental Impact Assessment is being prepared and a planning submission is expected to be made to An Coimisiún Pleanála in 2026. 



3. Have there been many changes to the design since the 2022 Public Consultation event?
Since 2022 there have been several design changes.  The most significant reasons for these changes and a brief overview of what type of changes have been made are provided as follows.
· In September 2023 the National Transport Authority (NTA) published the Cycle Design Manual. This replaces the now withdrawn National Cycle Manual (published by the NTA in 2011) that the Proposed Scheme was designed to in 2022. All Local Authority Schemes funded by the NTA must align with the 2023 Cycle Design Manual. In general, the new guidance challenges designers to remove and reduce the number and length or shared paths promoting segregation between pedestrian, cycle and motorised vehicles as much as possible. As a result, a range of design updates have been made including revised side road accesses and junctions, traffic signal junctions, road crossings, cycle track crossings, bus stop layouts. 
· A number of design changes have been made in acting upon the 2022 Public Consultation.  To identify what changes if any were required, Fingal County Council collated all responses received and identified several ‘Themes’ that were common across the submissions. The most common submission received related to the landscape layouts at Malahide, Velvet Strand, Portmarnock Village and Baldoyle Promenade, a need for more segregation between pedestrians and cyclists across the entire scheme, the need for less transitions (crossing from one side of the road to the other) and general feedback on design. Whilst not every issue raised is relevant or appropriate to be incorporated into the Proposed Scheme, Fingal County Council have taken on board as much of this feedback as possible.
· As is required across all Local Authority Schemes, a Stage 1 Road Safety Audit was undertaken in July 2023 and updated in August 2025. As is the purpose of such audits, several aspects of the design were identified where the Proposed Scheme could be made safer, and recommendations made for consideration.  A design response was prepared by Fingal County Council and as a result the design was updated. Thes road safety aspects raised related to crossing locations and types, desire lines at bus stops, cycle track crossing locations, access points to parking, shared areas etc. 
· Since 2022 a number of surveys have been procured and completed including an updated topographical survey, a tree survey and a ground investigation survey. As a result, the design of the Proposed Scheme has been updated to reflect the information arising out of these surveys including revised layouts to tie-in with the updated topographical survey, revised cycle tracks, footpath road layouts to avoid impact where feasible on trees, and structure design updates to ensure these are appropriate to the ground conditions encountered. 

4. What is the next phase in the project? 
It is planned to lodge a planning application to An Coimisiún Pleanála in 2026. If the scheme receives planning permission, we will proceed to Phase 5: Detailed Design and Procurement Stage. This is estimated to take one year. Phase 6: Construction will follow. 
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