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Chi ef Executi veAs

A major milestone in the MetroLink project was reached this
month with the publication of the Railway Order by An
Coimisiun Pleanala. Planning for the arrival of MetroLink by
Fingal County Council has been proceeding for several years
now and we are very p leased that the project will now
advance with the granting of the planning permission. The
route will take passengers directly from Swords to Dublin City
in 25 minutes and will provide service users with a fast,
efficient and sustainable service with train s every three
minutes. The benefits for the people of Fingal, and further
afield, will be immense as the service will be capable of
accommodating up to 20,000 passengers per hour in each
direction therefore easing traffic congestion and providing
commuters with more transport choices to link with Dublin
Airport, DART, rail and bus services and to the city.
Economically, the project will mean the enacting of Master
Plans to develop housing and explore economic
opportunities along the route. MetroLink willb e 18.8km long
and will run from Swords to Charlemont with 16 stations,
seven of them in Fingal. The Fingal stations will be Estuary,
Seatown, Swords Central, Fosterstown, Dublin Airport,
Dardistown and Northwood. Fingal County Council welcomes
the news of the advancement of the project and we look
forward to continuing the good working relationship with
MetroLink as well as with all other stakeholders on the next
phase of the works.

For e wo rogated adjacent to the Community Centre and

chil drenAs playground, in the
garden is a visual and sensory masterpiece for visitors
and locals to enjoy. Designed by award -winning
designer, Jane McCorkell, the garden is divided int o
three spaces containing urban elements, a forest bath,
and simple landscape features. The layout and chosen
plants and ornamental grasses really encourage and
entice visitors to explore the garden and discover its
sensory properties. All the materials th at were used in
the creation of the garden have come from council
depots and demonstrate what can be achieved when
you reduce, reuse and recycle. | wish to thank the
Parks and Landscapes teams who worked
collaboratively with Meakstown Community Group to
see this project to fruition. Gardens are spaces for
socialising, taking time for quiet reflection and to truly
see biodiversity in action. | have no doubt that this
beautiful space will be a much -loved amenity in
Meakstown for the future.

With the weeks advancing and plans for trick or
treating already beginning,
Halloween is just around the corner! In Fingal, we have

a proud tradition of celebrating Halloween with the
fantastic Festival of Fire events comprising ofa  spooky
themed live DJ followed by spectacular fireworks
displays. This year, to enhance the Halloween
celebrations, we are delighted to be chosen as a hub

Enhancing Fingal County Council/\gos pqrtlglgQSerﬁgngtr@tggngdghpwe

customers has been a focus as part of an overall
transformation of digital services. 90% of local authority
services will be available online by 2030 and will
fundamentally change how people inter act with their council.
The latest improvement will give council tenants the flexibility

to pay their rents online. This option will give our customers
access to manage their rent accounts 24/7 as well as
providing those who face challenges when accessing in
person services with a more efficient way to make their
payments. Of course, the existing methods of payment
remain the same - Council cash offices will continue to accept
in-person payments (cash, cheque, card) and payments over
the phone. Tenants can also use a Rent Card, available upon
request, to pay at An Post offices and BillPay retailers.
Standing orders and the Household Budget scheme remain
active payment options. To access the system, go to
www.fingal.ie/council/service/rent _-payment and follow
instructions. Users need their Rent Account number and
email address; they can pay rent, view charges, and clear any
arrears. | hope that our customers find this to be an efficient
and user-friendly means to manage their household
finances.

| was delighted to have joined Mayor of Fingal, Clir Tom

OALeary, representatives from Fi

and Landscapes division and Meakstown Community Group
in Meakstown recently for the official opening of the
community garden.

was developed collaboratively by Failte Irelan d,
Tourism Ireland, and Tourism Northern Ireland, seeks
to create a link with our Halloween festivities and our
ancient history and culture and the marking of
Samhain, which traditionally meant the end of the
harvest season and the beginning of winter. The
Wonderful family friendly events planned will
complement the already stellar Halloween
programme we have in place and will ensure
enjoyment for all not just on Halloween night itself but
throughout the month of October. Many of the events

in our Libraries , Arts Centres and historic castles are
free to enter and to whet your appetite, here is a
snapshot of just some of the events on offer:
Pumpkins After Dark in Newbridge House & Farm,
Harvest Food Fair in the Séamus Ennis Arts Centre, Flip
Animation Worksh op in the Dréiocht Theatre, A
Traitorous Tale in Malahide Castle & Gardens and
Skerries Mills Family Fireshow Spectacular. All these
and many more events are listed on
www.fingal.ie/halloween | would encourage everyone
to take the opportunity to visit some of these events
as we celebrate the Samhain season - UAm sur e

Wpdesiul egpgTignes a8l c i 1 As Par ks
AnnMarie Farrell 'y
Chief Executive
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PEOPLE, CORPORATE AND DIGITAL
SERVICES

Contents

People Services

Health & Safety Unit
Customer Services

CRM and Digital Services
Communications

Building Facilities

Recruitment

Recruitment Programme 2025

Total Recruitment Campaigns 86
Interviews Held to date 937
New Starters 191
Promotions 96

Number of Current Job Offerg 38

Learning & Development Update

Learning & Development

Year to date

Number ofcourses 258
Number of Attendees 2480

Number of Training Days 2191

Throughout October, courses will be delivered in
the areas of the Basic IT Skills for outdoor staff,
Advanced Excel, Diversity & Interculturalism,
Personal Effectiveness and many more.

healthy, safe, and supportive environment for all
staff. Our Wellbeing Programme continues to
evolve, with a focus on promoting resilience,
encouraging positive habits, and supporting

every indivi dlbeihgAEiis month,r al |

the Wellbeing team continued to build and
support the four key pillars of the Wellbeing
strategy through activities and resources.
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HSU 7 Health & Safety Unit

The HSU is committed to ensuring that safety
measures are in place by undertaking a proactive
blended approach which creates an effective
safe and healthy working environment. This
includes undertaking risk assessments, safety
audits and inspections, encouraging hazard
reporting and taking corrective action. This
approach is essential for preventing incidents
and improving future safety practices in Fingal
County Council.

Customer Services

Customer Care Unit Statistics z September 2025

Total No. of Calls dealt with by CCU

9,987

CRM

Staff continue to work on the Customer
Relationship Management System (CRM) and
issue responses to representations from Elected
Members (Councillors, TDs and Senators) and
complaints submitted by the public.  The total
number of representation s for September was
774 broken down by department as follows:

(7]
-—L o

Directorate

COMMUNICATIONS

Digital Statistics

The fingal.ie website had 144,340 visitors during
September which was an increase of 9,243 from
thegynsevious period. The number of page views
rose by 36,641 to 328,845 while the average

time spent on the site reduced by three seconds
to 1 minute and 51 seconds.



There have been 1,310,665 visitors and 2,880,045
page views since January and visitors have spent
an average of 1 minute and 58 seconds on the
site.

The most popular pages during September were:
Major new housing developments for Balbriggan
and Skerries officially underway. Our Affordable
Housing Scheme page also had over 7,500 page
views.

The Facebook account now has 42,682 followers
and the number of views dropped by 30% to
1,604,330 from the previous month. There were
5,437 interactions. The most popular post was on
September 17th about the newly redeveloped
car parks in Balbriggan with 6 1,898 views and
292 interactions.

Instagram now has 16,100 followers and had

565,241 views for a reach of 37,272. There were
3,243 interactions which was an engagement
rate of 8%. The most read post was about vacant

homes with a reach of 16,631 and 194

interactions .

The number of LinkedIn followers is now over
12,000. There were 33,692 impressions and 575
reactions which was an engagement rate of 2%.
The number of followers on X rose by 46 to
23,414 and there was an engagement rate of
2.45% from 142,411 impressions.

The WhatsApp channel now has 3,426 followers
while the numbers currently following our other
corporate channels are Threads (1,586), TikTok
(1,163) and Bluesky (455).

For our YouTube Channel the number of
subscribers rose by 27 to 1,870 in September.
Total views rose by 26% from the previous month
to 8,412. There was also a 137% increase in watch
time from the previous month. Videos published
included Culture House Upda te, European
Mobility Week, and new housing developments
for Skerries and Balbriggan. The video on the
commencement of the major new housing
developments was our most viewed video in the
month. The Fingal Presidential Election
prospective candidate nominat ion webcast
accumulated 673 views.
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Press Releases

There were 17 press releases issued during
September, covering topics such as the sod
turning of two major housing developments in

Balbriggan and Skerries, the special meeting to
consider Presidential nhomination requests, and
the |l aunch of Ndhtpmpgrdmims.
Key coverage included RTE, lIrish Times etc.
covering the special meeting to consider
Presidential nominations, along with the
approval of planning permission for Dublin
AirportAs Pier 1 West

Alongside this there was an RTE focus piece
looking at the conservation work being done at
Urel andAs Eye, with a
efforts to boost the number of teenage girls
cycling.

Media Queries
Media queries

received during September

included guestions about Presidential
candidates, playground arson, allotments, and

the Tenant -In-Situ scheme.

Cul 1
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LAW DEPARTMENT

Current Judicial reviews

Joan Reynolds and Edel McDonough -v- Fingal
County Council High Court Record No 2023/372
JR

MKN Properties Limited and another -v- Fingal
County Council High Court Record No.
2023/373 JR

daa plc -v- Fingal County Council High Court
Record No 2023/383 JR

daa plc -v- Fingal County Council and the Irish
Aviation Authority High Court Record No.
2023/916 JR

Ni al | OAConnor and-v-@Ger a
Bord Pleanala and Fingal County Council High
Court Record No 2023/1122JR

Erigo Limited and Joseph Flood -v- Fingal
County Council and others High Court Record
No 2023/1233 JR

Timothy Fitzgerald and James Fitzgerald -v-
Fingal County Council Record No 2023/1236 JR

AAIl Baneshane Ltd v An Bord Pleanéla; Notice
Party:- Fingal County Council High Court Record
Number 2025/0000042 JR

AAIl Baneshane Ltd v An Bord Pleanala: Notice
Party:- Fingal County Council High Court Record
Number 2025/0000041 JR

Portmarnock Real Estate Development Limited
and St. Marnock's Il DAC v An Bord Pleanéla
and Fingal County Council The High Court
Record No. 2024/1464 JR

Integrated Materials GP Unlimited Company
Trading as Integrated Materials Solutions
Limited Partnership v An Bord Pleanéla and
Fingal County Council High Court Record No.
2025 502 JR

Daa PLC v Fingal County Council The High Court
Record No. 2025/0001241 JR

Ryanair Dac V An Coimisiun Pleanala The High
Court Record No. 2025/0001346 JR

Daa Plc V An Coimisiun Pleanala The High
Court Record No 2025/0001406 JR

Simon Rutledge v. Fingal County Council
The High Court - Record Number:
2025/00001383 JR
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ECONOMIC, ENTERPRISE, TOURISM &
CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT

Tourism Development
Tourism

Events

Heritage Properties

Cultural Development

Arts

Libraries

Economic Development

Local & Rural Development
Healthy Fingal

LEADER Economic Programme
Enterprise Centres

Town Regeneration

Balbriggan Socio-Economic Strategy T&V
Scheme

Local Enterprise Office

TOURISM DEVELOPMENT

Ireland Home of Halloween

Fingal County Council is one of seven
destinations selected to receive funding as part
of Failte Ireland's newly launched Home of
Halloween Destination Development Pilot
Scheme. The Council has received a first annual
grant of 100,000 t o
immersive Halloween experiences that are
deeply rooted in local culture and traditions.

There is now a full programme of Halloween
events, experiences and venues available on the
Council AN website and on
Ireland have also added all of the Fingal events to
visitdublin .ie, and Ireland.ie as well as their own
portal.
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https://www.fingal.ie/halloween
https://www.eventsinfingal.ie/home  -of-
halloween

https://visitdublin.ie

This programme is comprehensive, extending
much further across the calendar than in
previous years to drive additional visitors and
economic activity across the county . There are
over 80 Halloween experiences opportunities
available in more than 23 locations showing the
strong partnership of artistic venues, heritage
properties and tourism businesses who are
involved in making this happen alongside the
Counci | As, Affractionsj €£vents & Arts
teams.

FIRE & FOLKLORE

A FRIGHTFUL SAMHAIN
THROUGH ARDGIL

' S i
['F ’- E l'—.‘__h & "l."! l ‘
A ssponian .

Tourism Strategy , Food & Drink Policy

A key focus in implementation of the tourism

strategy and food and drink policy in September

was the new aollaboration fraEnework which
mot e

devel op an

foster's collaboration between stakeholders
within Fingal's tourism, food and drink sectors. A
structured, multi -stakeholder governance
model, the framework ensures that businesses,
government agencies and community
representatives work together efficiently to
enhance tourism and economic growth in Fingal.
Four strategic working groups established under
the framework met for the first time this month
focussed on the following:

1 Product & Experience Development (visitor
and attraction saleable experience
enhancement)

(0]

development, investment, skills training,
infrastructure, skills, job creation))

1 Marketing & Sales (branding, destination
promotion, sales)

1 Community (tourism -community
engagement)


https://www.fingal.ie/halloween
https://www.eventsinfingal.ie/home-of-halloween
https://www.eventsinfingal.ie/home-of-halloween
https://visitdublin.ie/

EVENTS

The Fingal Festal of Fire takes place again this
Halloween in partnership with the Home of
Halloween

For information on this Free Family Fun Event
www.eventsinfingal.ie

i ”GAL

AL OF FIKE\ \
S4ST o mmu_kﬁ /

~

,ﬁ\ N

SWORDSCASTLE
63024 LIVE HALLOWEEN MUSIC, 7.30PM FIREWORKS
E, BALBRIGGAN
30PN FIREWORKS
MILLENNIUM PARK, BLANCHARDSTOWN
7PM SCARY DISCO, 7.30PM FIREWORKS

FIND OUT MORE & DETAILS ON MALAHIDE CASTLE EVENTS ON
WWW.EVENTSINFINGAL.IE/HOME-OF-HALLOWEEN

Festival and Events Funding for 2026

Follow ing the success of the 2025 programme,
which supported over 100 events across the
county to the tune of &6 0 O ,, 8ppliGations for
the 2026 scheme will open at the end of October
The programme underl ines t
commitment to fostering arts, culture, sport, and
community engagement, while also delivering
economic and tourism benefits in Fingal. Events
from local community festivals to large -scale
cultural celebrations, this funding ensure s that
Fingal continues to host a diverse and vibrant
calendar of events, providing opportunities for
residents and visitors alike to celebrate,
participate, and connect.

he

Just ov erin wrdihg OveisOawarded in
September / October to support a wide range of
festivals and events taking place across the
County. The funding will help enhance
community engagement, cultural expression,
and tourism throughout Fingal.
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The following festivals or events have been
approved for funding

91 Safer Blanchardstown

1 Naul Gardening & Flower Club Annual Flower
Show

1 Howth Yacht Club 2025 Autumn League

Undi a MenAs

Urel and v

=a

Series

All Ireland Festival of Solo Piping & Drumming
Skerries Eco Festival

Lambay Rowing Challenge

Clonsilla Heritage Festival

Fingal International Open Ballroom & Latin
American Dance Festival

=A =4 =4 =4 =

Gaelcon

Coastal Music Festival

Autum International Cross County Festival
Spookie Zombie Parade

= =4 =4 =4

Thi s funding reflects
ongoing commitment to nurturing local culture,
supporting sport and the arts, promoting
WelibeifigC andl deRebrating the rich diversity of
communities across the county.

HERITAGE PROPERTIES

Newbridge House and Farm

BAt Ho me A i s an ex hi
contemporary artworks in Newbridge House,
running this September 7z November. It

celebrates the role of the Academies of Dublin,
London and Edinburgh and their contribution to
collecting contemporary art. The curator at the
House Cathal Dowd Smith, is offering curatorial
tours each midday on Thursday 9th October,
Saturday 8th November, and Friday 21st
November .

S esTl EE ey un

Curator

Un

Fi

bi

n

t


https://www.eventsinfingal.ie/

For most of October Newbridge House will run a
spectacular light display as part of the Home of
Halloween festival in Fingal. Pumpkins after Dark
promises to be a well -attended event, with large -
scale and eye-catching displays of Halloween
fare.

Swords Castle

The objectives of the Swords Castle conservation
plan, include the aim of making as many
enriching experiences and memories of Swords
Castle for the local people as possible.

The local 49" Scouts Troop a.k.a. Swords Scouts
camped inside the range in September. Over 120
youth members - from Beaver Scouts to Rover
Scouts - enjoyed a medieval themed camp filled
with fun activities, in the local historical
landmark. This included orienteering, campfires,
songs and camaraderie.

Feedback from the well behaved and polite
young members focussed on how exciting it was
to spend a night at the Castle.
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CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT

ARTS
Culture Night 2025

Culture Night Fingal z Friday, 19 September 2025,
was celebrated across Fingal with a programme
of over 60 free events at 18 venues, showcasing
the countyAs rich
national event invited audiences of all ages to
experience an exciting evening of creativity,
heritage, culture, and community. Key highlights
included a special event at County Hall, Swords,
mar ki ng Fingal County
Culture House, part of the upcoming Swords
Cultural Quarter. The evening featured
performances by the Forget Me Nots Choir, as
well as exhibitions b y Amanda Dunsmore and Dr.
Declan Brady.

Interactive programming was delivered at

Swords Castle and the Carnegie Library,
including a songwriting challenge facilitated by

Music Generation Fingal and a live youth poetry

slam hosted by Sheila Ryder. Fingal Libraries
offered family -friendly events at branches in

Malahide, Balbriggan, Blanchardstown, and

Swords, while D15 Youth Theatre hosted a taster

workshop at Draiocht.

Visitors al so explored
including Newbridge House, Malahide Castle,

DIAS Dunsink Observatory, and the Casino
Model Railway Museum. At Ardgillan Castle,
attendees enjoyed live performances and the

Evolving Landscapes art exhibition. Creative
Places Balbriggan hosted networking sessions
and artist -led talks.

cul tur al

Col

Fi



Public Art
John Kindness Returns to Balbriggan

One of Urel andAs most
create new public artworks in Balbriggan. The

first of which is planned

Road. John has listened to local and interested
communities during the development of his idea

and the proposed 3 Harr yAs Wal
resounding support on his recent visit to

Balbriggan. The work will feature a series of
ceramic elements representing the life of Harry

Reynolds and the historical/social local contexts
as part of the concept.

Artist in Residence at The Carnegie Amanda
Dunsmore z Chamber Drawings for Culture
Night, Swords.

Artist Amanda Dunsmore installed a unique

Amanda is exploring the dynamics of local
democracy as part of the Decade of Cenetenaries
Legacy funding where Democracy & Politics and
the history of local government are the focus for
Fingal in 2025.

These performative drawings were created
during live council sessions where the
concentration of line relate to individual agenda
items and the length of time discussed. The work
is part of a bigger enquiry into national and
European democratic structures.

Youth and Education

prolific artists is set to

Music Generation Fingal welcomed music
enthusiadtshotall Bges to take Bagt ynraauhicié\ s
music workshop at Swords Castle on Culture
Night 2025. Participants were given the exciting

w ehallengeeof writing tarid recording an original

song from start to finish in  just 60 minutes.
Facilitated by our talented Music Educators
Eoghan McGale and Ava Durran, the workshop
offered an interactive, fun experience inspired by
the sounds, ideas and incredible children and
families participating on the night. Participants
collaborated to write lyrics, to sing or speak a
line, strum a string, play a beat and lots
more. Each participant received a copy of the
final recording to commemorate their
involvement in Culture Night. The completed
song also featured onRnRRTEhe
Radio 1 on Monday 22nd of September, along
with an interview highlighting the workshop and
the wider Music Generation Fingal Programme.

Creative Places Balbriggan
The Creative Places Balbriggan project hosted

exhibition at Fingal Count nyeé%eu ﬁo(pr?efftig\ng og hcéjlmi?e 'P”ghta on

part of the Culture Night Programme for Swords
2025.
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September 19. The event showcased 6
Balbriggan artists, some of whom were selected
through an open call from the Arts Office to the
local Scéal Arts Collective.



Over 75 community members attended the 2 - The choir promotes diversity and participation,
hour event at the Our Balbriggan Hub, including with a particular emphasis on fostering
local Councillors, who were treated to community spirit through collective singing.
presentations from 6 of their brightest and
accomplished local artists, sharing their
journeys, inspirations and work. Aimed at
connecting with younger members of the ] . . . ) .
community in particular, those presenting on the of migration, 'de”““,’ gnd storytelling, with a
night were author Kevin Curran and visual artists focus ] on ] amp"fy'”g underrepresented
Maya Brezing, Antoni o DASoO rl]aEr%'{l\{es. Rulrlnlg Qeé rr§3|d%5|w§peawgl)?qg§ge
Martin Hughes and Petra Skyvova. Some of the young pepple .throgg_h.a.programm_e of ~ Teadings,
young community members we Icomed were community writing initiatives, and literary events

from the Balbriggan Youth Integration Forum de3|_gf1ed_ to encourage dialogue and
and the Aisha Project from Balbriggan participation.

Community Council. Creative Connections was

focussed on engaging 2 of its three main work Draiocht

pillars of Youth and Creative Industries.

The Carnegie also welcomed Melatu Uchenna
Okorie , writer and founder of the Rewrite
Festival. OkorieAs | iterar)

Summer 2025 has been a busy one in Draiocht.

The D15 Youth Theatre presented their devised

pi ece "Ladybird or Beet |
performances. Summer projects included
Filmmaking and Songwriting, recording &
performing for 13 to 17 ye
and StructuresA response s
the First Floor Gallery, based on Maria

At anackovicAs Exhibition,
children the opportunity to respond in a hands

on way. Structured workshops as well as time

drop-in times over the July/August period
increased familyAs access
resources. It was a popular initiative with word -
of-mouth recommendations from parents and

repeat visits, increasing the footfall.

Carnegie

September will see us start a very busy
performance period. Draiocht is presenting 4

shows in the Dublin Theatre Festival. The two
childrenAs pieces that are
The Maker A and YThe LeapA
preview of the Three S isters. The latter has
bUbDerry Girl HYSaoirse Moni cze
cast and has proved to be very popular with a

large waiting list for tickets.

Mari a AtanackovicAs Exhibit

In August, The Carnegie welcomed new resident runsuntl 20" Sept ember . Our nex
community groups and artists.  Sing Fingal , an Unqui et Layers, wor ks by
inclusive choir comprising primarily residents of open on October 15 ™. This Exhibition will be over

Swords, commenced its activities at the centre. both Ground and First Floor galleries
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The joint Fingal Arts Office and Draiocht Studio
Artist Award, for September to December 2025,
has been awarded to expanded printmaker,
James McLoughlin.

Full details are available on www.draiocht.ie

The Seamus Ennis Arts Centre

September saw the return of our indoor
programme in the theatre and parlour, with live
music, storytelling, art and music classes and art
exhibitions in the Gallery.

Music

Within traditional music, the Céili Beag started
up again for the autumn with 16 parents and
toddlers being introduced to a different
traditional instrument each week . The Pop Up
Gaeltacht , Singing Sessions (14 in person, 13
online) and Slow Sessions (20 in person, 28
online) continued to support both learners and
those more experienced in engaging with the
Irish language, instruments and song. We
welcomed Dubliner Daoiri Farrell (singer and
bouzouki player), with support by
singer/songwriter Sean Collins o n September
18™, for a sold out show (91 attendees). Our
Music School started up again for the autumn,
with 40 students in person and 11 online
studying the Uilleann Pipes, Guitar, Fiddle, Tin
Whistle and Flute
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Theatre, Cinema & Comedy

The month kicked off with a raucous evening of
storytelling with Clare Murphy and her new
show, The Spanking Goddess and Other
Discarded Tales (sold out z 90 attendees).
Following this was a Talk entitted, 8U4s Bob
now History? An Evening
Gray is the pioneer of Dylan studies and the talk

asked the question, "UNow

through the 21 st century, can Dylan be anything
more than an historical figure for young people
today? A thought provoking an entertaining
evening (50 attendees). Theatre returned to the
Centre with YThe Mur der of
written and performed by Paddy Cullivane ,
recounting the life and dead of Theobald Wolfe
Tone through story and song (69 attendees). In
Cinema, we showed the winning film, Beat the
Lotto (22 attendees).

and Other
Discarded Tales

T

-
-
=

N
N
A romp through the untold myths
of the celts with Clare Murphy

Visual Arts

Art Classes with award -winning artist Dave West
(sold out z 18 participants) started up for the
autumn term, this time focusing on painting with
oils and drawing skills. Dave West, from Wales
and now based in Balbriggan, has exhibited at
the Centre before and we are delighted to have
him in to teach the class.




Our current exhibition gq Can
FIl owersAN by Tom Byrne
Known for his diverse range of work, including
portraits, landscapes, and abstract pieces, often
exploring themes of Irish history, culture, and
spirituality. He creates luxurious textures in
nuanced, lush layers of paint and structured
layers of colour, creating a very tactile result.

ran

Our next exhibition UFi ne PointA
October 1 with extraordinary drawings by Gillian
Clarke. The exhibition will feature a series of
intricate, detailed drawings paying homage to

the enduring art of the pencil. With a background

in Environmental Science, the structure and form

of the natural world have always interested her.

Her the

work is filled with contrasts ?

smoothness of skin, the delicate fibres of wool,
bright white porcelain on a dark background, the
inherent nature of wood, the texture of water.
Gillian was a finalist for the Zurich Portrait Prize
in 2018, and in 20 24 was shortlisted for the
Derwent Art Prize in London. The exhibition runs
until November 30.

Craft Workshops  this month focused on Pottery
with Christien Van Boussel, with an optional
Crafternoon Tea to follow, always a big hit (sold
out z 16 participants). October will be a bumper
workshop month with workshops in glass
working and herbs & hexes for adults and i n
cooking, pottery, glass working, woodworking,
dreamcatchers for children.
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Autumn/ Winter Programming

| m—

libraries. .
fingal.ie %“’

Fomhar/Geimhreadh
i, Leabharianna Fhine Gall 2025

o leor lo feicaabil...go leor le cdaramh.

k

Fingal Libraries programme for Autumn/Winter
includes free events, workshops, and classes for
all ages between now and the end of the year.

Irish language programming features
Bronntanas , a new family -friendly Irish language
festival from Gaeilge365 and Fingal Libraries.
Bronntanas events took place across libraries on
26th and 27th September. Parents and children,
regardless of their language ability, enjoyed this
opportunity to hear and speak lIrish at creative
events in their community.

Fingal Libraries organised several events to raise
awareness of Sustainable Development Goals
Week (19th-28th September) including talks on
composting, seed saving, bats, and birds and
biodiversity.

A variety of Autumn/Winter workshops are
programmed for children, including seasonal
events and a sensory -friendly programme. In
October, there will be workshops and an
exhibition to mark Open House Junior , a
dedicated weekend for children as part of the
Uri sh Architectur al Found
architecture. A full programme of hands -on
workshops for adults, teens and children takes
place at the Makerspace in Blanchardstown
Library.



Under the SkKills for Life programme |, talks and
workshops will help people make informed
choices about the technologies shaping our lives.
Paraic Kerrigan will explore the potential and
pitfalls of Artificial Intelligence. Journalist Aoife
Barry will discuss media literacy, including
verifyi ng information and protecting data. Digital
literacy classes will support people who may
need assistance in using mobile phones for
everyday tasks.

Libraries will host age-friendly exercise classes

and health information talks on topics such as
migraines and menopause as part of the Healthy
Ireland in your Library programme. The full
programme is available to view in the
Autumn/Winter brochure:  Fémhar/Geimhreadh i

Leabharlanna Fhine Gall 2025 Go leor le

feiceail...go leor le déanamh! Autumn/Winter in

Fingal Libraries 2025 So much to see...so much to

do! | Fingal County Council

Politics and Democracy in Fingal, 1939

Politics and Democracy in Fingal, 192439 by

hi storian Dr. Declan Brady}

22nd September at The Carnegie in Swords by
the Mayor of Fingal Ccl |
is the first publication in a six -part series on
politics and local government in North County
Dublin. Politics and Democracy in Fingal, 192439 is
available free -of-charge through Fingal Library
branches and as an eBook on BorrowBox.
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Culture Night

Fingal Libraries hosted a programme of free
cultural events across several libraries on Culture
Night, Friday 19th September. Venues included
Swords Library, Blanchardstown Library,
Balbriggan Library, Malahide Library, Local
Studies and Archives, where at tendees enjoyed
performances from bands, musicians and choirs,
as well as creative activities for children. The
Atrium in County hall hosted the Forget me Nots
choir for a feel good and uplifting performance
to celebrate the launch of the Culture House
brand. The Chapel in Swords Castle was the
setting for a YWavin'
event, featuring audience participation from
talented, enthusiastic teens and young people.
Fingal Local Studies & Archives hosted a popular
open evening featuring a tour of their collections
and family history research advice from a
genealogist.

Magic of Stories Festival

z 8

The Magic of Stories Festival made a triumphant
return  to Swords Castle on  Saturday,
27th September.


https://www.fingal.ie/fomhargeimhreadh-i-leabharlanna-fhine-gall-2025-go-leor-le-feiceailgo-leor-le-deanamh-autumnwinter
https://www.fingal.ie/fomhargeimhreadh-i-leabharlanna-fhine-gall-2025-go-leor-le-feiceailgo-leor-le-deanamh-autumnwinter
https://www.fingal.ie/fomhargeimhreadh-i-leabharlanna-fhine-gall-2025-go-leor-le-feiceailgo-leor-le-deanamh-autumnwinter
https://www.fingal.ie/fomhargeimhreadh-i-leabharlanna-fhine-gall-2025-go-leor-le-feiceailgo-leor-le-deanamh-autumnwinter
https://www.fingal.ie/fomhargeimhreadh-i-leabharlanna-fhine-gall-2025-go-leor-le-feiceailgo-leor-le-deanamh-autumnwinter

Despite the rain, families arrived in their droves
to Fingal As Chil drenAs
its fourth year. There was huge excitement as
some of the biggest names in Irish children's
literature arrived to delight their audiences. Live
readings f rom acclaimed authors, including Eoin
Colfer, Ciara Geraghty, Sarah Webb, Aoife
Dooley, Erika McCann, Padraig Kenny, and Chris
Judge, captivated audiences of all ages, bringing
stories to life in unforgettable ways. Meanwhile,
creative workshops led by Ire |l andAs
illustrators ? Tarsila Kriise, Niamh Sharkey, Una
Woods, Steve McCarthy, Clive McFarland, and
Ashwin Chacko ? offered children the chance to
explore their own artistic talents and connect
with the magic behind the books they love.  Every
corner of the castle grounds offered something
magical ? from storytelling tents and puppet
shows to circus acts, arts and crafts, orchestras
and the ever -popular Book Doctor sessions.
Fingal Libraries staff were on hand to welcome
attendees, share information about libr ary
services, and encourage new memberships.
ChildVision returned to share the magic of braille
and accessible books with families and young
readers. For anyone who needed a little break
from the hustle and bustle outside, Fingal
Additional Needs Respite were in The Quiet Zone
with the sensory tent. This much -loved event
continues to grow in popularity, remaining a
cornerstone of the Fingal Library calendar as a
day where all are welcomed to celebrate the
power of books, imagination, and community.

Creative Ireland

8-Week Tinsmithing Taster Course

An taster course will

8-week
commence at Matt Lane Community Centre,
Balbriggan, in October.

tinsmithing
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Tinsmithing is an integral part of Traveller

leeritage, womce a Widely practisad fradenamang i n

Traveller men. Today, only one known
practising tinsmith, James Collins, who is in his
70s, remains active in Ireland. The knowledge,
skills, and cultural identity a ssociated with this
craft are on the verge of extinction. This project,
in collaboration with Fingal Community
Development Office and The Balbriggan Traveller
Project, will provide participants from the local

t dnaveller community with the opportunity to

complete an 8 -week taster course in tinsmithing,
facilitated by James Collins. The course will cover
the history and cultural significance of
tinsmithing and safe use of tools and materials,
along with hands -on training in cutting, shaping,
and soldering tin and copper. The objective is to
revive and preserve traditional tinsmithing in the
Traveller community, provide hands -on, skills-
based education, support cultural pride,
community cohesion, and creative expression
and lay the foundation for a longer -term c ourse.

- Dave Rudden

Schools programme

In November, author and veteran performer
Dave Rudden will host two fun and fast -paced
shows full of jokes, writing advice and readings
from his monstrous new bestseller CONN OF
THE DEAD - a short and snappy horror novel
Goosebumps author R.L. Stine called 'my kind of
book.' On the 21 st November, Dave will be in The
Lark theatre, speaking to over 300 students from
Balbriggan schools. On the 22 " November, he
will be in the Draiocht theatre for an already fully -
booked group of over 250 students from Dublin
15 schools.



Dave Rudden is one of Ireland's best -known
children's authors, and has travelled to hundreds
of schools to yell at large groups of children
about monsters, magic and mental health. With
tons of interaction, spot prizes and an extremely
hazardous Q & A, Dave's events are perfect for
both dedicated book lovers and reluctant
readers alike.

Schools programme - Laureate na nOg

MAKING

As

!YOU GO

hJ‘)JJ(

A CHILDREN'S GUIDE TO WRITING STORIES
Forewor: 4 by President of Ireland, Michael D Higgins

Laureate na nOg Patricia Forde and children's
author -illustrator Mary Murphy will hold four
sessions over October 22" and 23™in The
Carnegie Free Library with schoolchildren from
Holy Family SNS, Swords, based around their
newly published book, 'Making it Up as You Go
Along: A Children's Guide to Writing Stories." The
sessions will encourage and inspire children ages
8-11 to get writing in a fun, interactive seminar,
where they will have the chance to engage in
exercises around drawing, writing and
brainstorming. The sessions will culminate in a
Q&A with the authors. The book includes tips on
craft development from beloved Irish  children's
authors including Eoin Colfer, Catherine Doyle,
Padraig Kenny and Derek Landy, and the
sessions will especially target children who don't
already have an interest in writing, in order to
spark their creativity. Fingal Libraries will be
gifting copies of the book to the children. This is
the second project this year that Fingal Libraries
has worked on with Holy Family SNS, Swords, as
we continue to foster a positive connection with
an enthusiastic local secondary school.
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Fingal Libraries is one of the three library
authorities that the authors have chosen to

promote the book with nationally, the others

being Galway City Libraries and Limerick City
Libraries .

Economic Development

Fingal Skills Strategy Update 7z October 2025

FUTURE FINGAL:

FINGAL
SRIlls STRATEGY

IDEAS COLLABORATION ACTION

I Fingal Skills Strategy Implementation
Group Meeting was held on 15th
September 2025 .

1 Inaugural Fingal Skills Summit scheduled
for 18" November 2025 in Riasc Centre,
Feltrim Road, Swords

1 Review proposals for Neuro -Inclusion
Pilot with stakeholders for 2026

Xplore Your Future Fingal TY Skills Expo Z
Update z October 2025

w2

)(plm'c W

I

SAVE THE DATE TUESDAY 14™ OCTOBER 2025

1 Date: 14™ October 2025
T Venue: The Helix

This Interactive event is designed to help Fingal
TY students explore potential future career
possibilities.

This year's Expo is set to be the largest yet with
over 2,500 students from 22 schools across
Fingal registered to attend and c. 80 exhibitors
attending the Expo.



Xplore Your Future Competition - Student

Skills Competition (Construction, Transport &
Logistics)

Xplore 5

be
Competition "=

1 Invitations to enter competition issued to
36 secondary schools in Fingal Region.

1 Closing date for entries: 19 ™ December
2025.

1 Focus: To build awareness of the wide
variety of careers and job opportunities
in specific industry sectors.

1 Aramark and Glenveagh are partnering
with FCC to support students with their
entries.

1 Categories: Senior Category and Junior
Category,

Further details are available here:
Student Skills Competition 2025 | Fingal County

Council

Interreg Skyla Project 7z Update Zz October
2025

Co-funded by

& nterreg
i the European Union

momm  Suiope

1 Meeting held in Bialystock (Poland) 30™
September z 15t October 2025

1 Review implementation of policy
improvement and ldentification of
indicators to measure and monitor
effectiveness of policy Improvements.

9 Liaising with partners & key stakeholders
on good practices.
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URBACTzEcoCore z Update z October 2025

The EcoCore Pro

Green Transition in Small Cities along Transport Corridors

1 Final EcoCoretransnational meeting took
place on 24™ September 3z 26"
September 2025 in Dubrovnik , Croatia.

1 Focus: Presentation of Integrated Action
Plans.

1 Workshops on local challenges and
opportunities for green transition.

BALBRIGGAN
INTEGRATED
ACTION PLAN

T Bal br i gAPadocument has been
finalised and presented to partners.

1 Final local event in Balbriggan being
planned for December 2025.


https://www.fingal.ie/student-skills-competition-2025
https://www.fingal.ie/student-skills-competition-2025

Green =
Transition in
Small Cities

THE ECOCORE PODCAST

1 The EcoCore podcast has been launched, and
all episodes are available to listen online and
on Spotify.

1 Focus: the successes, challenges, and
learnings of project partners throughout the
URBACT EcoCore journey.

Podcast episodes available to listen here:
EcoCore Podcast clip®mny.fm

Sustainable Fingal - Update z October 2025

e
SUSTAINABLE

FINGAL

initiative of
Fingal County Council

1 Consultants appointed to develop the Future
Fingal: Fingal Sustainability Strategy.

1 Sustainability = stakeholder = engagement
sessions commencing in November.

Circular Cities - Update z October 2025

7 N\
CIRCULARCITIES
N\~ DECLARATION

1 Ongoing engagement on CCRI
Community of Practice

1 Feasibility study from EcoCore
Hackathon in progress on a Circular Hub
and Digital Platform for the Balbriggan
area.
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LOCAL AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT
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Coiste um Fhorbairt Pobail Aitiail Fhine Gall
Fingal Local Communi ty Development
Committee

Fingal LCDC

1 Next LCDC Meeting: 22" October 2025
1 Healthy Ireland & LECP: Ongoing
implementation and review

SICAP Update

T Budget 2025 1. 57M + o
Arrivals.

1 Mid-Year Review: Annual Plan and
Programme of works presented and
approved by Committee.

LEADER Programme Update

1 LAG Meeting: 26th August 2025

11 projects approved

1 Applications currently open for Leader
Funding: For rural individuals, businesses &
community groups

=

Vg,
_‘:rtfa Dublin Rural  4rdrodhenar -
- ’-ﬁ. Tuaithe S,
%un LEADER & A

Local Enhancement Programme (LEP) 2025

1T Budget 2025: 2280,000

1 Funding Awarded: 92 Fingal community
groups (announced 13th June 2025)

T Additional Support: 238,
everyday costs (e.g. electricity, heating,
insurance etc.)


https://omny.fm/shows/ecocore-podcast

County Outdoor Recreation Plan (CORP)

9 Presented to Full Council April 2025, and
approved
1 Submitted Plan to DRCDG April 2025

‘ Healthy

Fingal

Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme Healthy Steps
(ORIS) 1 4 GP Referral walks in Balbriggan, Donabate,

Millennium Park and Mulhuddart.
f Funding Secured: 2210, 5007 NeywMulguddgr walk gagtingsin October
f Swim Shelters (240K each) Y Deyaloped ByaHealthy Firgalsapd supported

Skerries by the HSE and Active Travel
1 Feasibility Studies: 1 Linking participants to free indoor activities
f Greenway (Balrothery to Ardgillan Park) z developed by the sports office for the
240,500 Autumn/Winter period.

1T Royal Canal YLfaemmI00QQuar:t ?w
1 One Unsuccessful application: Rush Play e

Trail

Additional ORIS Applications with DRCDG:

An announcement regarding funding awards S s @ HS e Gt =
under Measure 2 and 3 is awaited from DRCDG.

. . . . H:‘ U QU A 2 H; @D rnge
Fingal County Council applied for the following N .
projects: = @ >t

ot ._:.'?_-'c_i'_rsc cresc B

1 Fingal Camino (Measure 2) 175 — -~ g

1 Balbriggan Boathouse & Bathhouse = IAI-I(I fﬂ(,

upgrades (Measure 3)

HEADS /. €

HE ® e s Ty HE O
o | i pods 5| Tionscadal Eireann Ar dTodhchai > o .&3 = ol == .&:3
5’;? nlu‘zi;w‘e":guosrpobail L“’;Q Project Ireland Tuaithe s B }.’— s Hj O e Foesw BE }l s
W,\ ?cpamnq:xllo)fk\xlral and LY r 20 40 Our Rural /}
“ommunity Development o Future 4 -3 w5y @ il g
s Howsc SRSV - @ Fws =
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TakingHeads -Let As Tal k About
9 A Healthy Fingal, HSE & CYPSC partnership

in suicide prevention.
9 Launching Oct 10th on World Mental Health
Day.

T Barbers complete free

About Suicide training.
1 Making barbershops safe spaces for mental
health conversations.

Sailing into Wellness

1 Programme launches in Howth on
October 10th, supporting addiction
recovery through sailing.

1 Participants complete 4 days training
over 4 weeks

1 build teamwork, confidence, and
wellbeing while learning practical sailing
skills.

91 Delivered in conjunction with the Drugs
Task Force and Sailing into Wellness to
promote  health, resilience, and
community connection.

N P | Halfowedre EBvént
- - 7 Y y}w{ 3

Sui cfi dHalloween Event being scheduled in

October in Kenure Woods

T Organised by the L&t As
Rush Tidy Towns, Rush Community
Council, 38th Rush Scout Group and

onl i nesuppertedoy EET@DO k

1 Family friendly carnival games, face
painting, and spooky activities in a lively,
community -focused atmosphere.

Community Recognition Fund (CRF) 2023

1 Funded by the DRCDG
T Fingal all ocated a1, 8
projects
1 Meeting with DRDCDG held in August to
anal yse submitted cl ain
1 EETCD continues to submit drawdown
claims as the projects reach completion.

Community Recognition Fund (CRF) 2024

Application Windowl 7863 0K ( Aug 20 2:

Projects:

9 Castleknock Community Centre
Association CLG for demolition and
rebuilding of the old credit union building

9 Accessible Transport Project CLG - Locallink
Louth Meath Fingal for the purchase of a
community bus

1 O'Dwyers GAA Club for the provision of
wheelchair access and development of
facilities

1 Hartstown Community Centre for the
installation of new windows

i Foroige - Coastal North Dublin for
purchase of a mini -bus

I Trinity Gaels GAA Club for pitch
enhancement including drainage and
surfacing

1 Phoenix Football Club for development of
equipment storage facilities

9 Skerries Harps GAA and Camogie Club for
LED floodlighting installation



Application Window 2
Projects:

596K (Feb

1 Donabate Portrane Community Centre -
Safety and Accessibility Works

1 St Margarets GAA Club Astroturf
Installation

1 Baldoyle Forum - Fire Safety Upgrades

1 Corduff Resource Centre Fire Safety
Upgrades

1 Blanchardstown Centre for Independent
Living- Electric Wheelchair Accessible Van

1  Phibblestown Community Centre Astroturf
Resurfacing

1 O'Dwyers GAA Club, Balbriggan - Supply
and Installation of Perimeter Fencing

Application Window 3
Projects:

2a309K (June

9 Irish Institute of Music & Song, Balbriggan
Z Enhancement of facilities and equipment

purchase

1  Corduff Sports Centre Zz Refurbishment
works

1  Huntstown Community Centre 7z Window
upgrades

1 Lusk's Forgotten Laneway Zz Upgrade and
installation works

1  Swords Celtic Football Club z All-weather
astro pitch conversion

ENTERPRISE CENTRES

&5
g
PN > —
~_
/innouate
Tingo..

Following an agreement by the Boards of
Directors of BASE, Beat and Drinan Enterprise
Centres to consolidate the management of all
three centres, the Council has now formed a new
|l egal entity 3Unnovate
and focus on the strategic development of the 3
Enterprise Centres.
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2 0 2 5The Council approved the lease of BASE and

Drinan Enterprise Centres to Innovate Fingal at

the April Council Meeting. An official launch
event for Innovate Fingal will be scheduled in Q4

2025.

All three Enterprise Centres have space available
to start -up businesses and businesses or
individuals who wish to avail of remote working
options and facilities. Bespoke options or generic
office fitouts can be considered. Occupancy rates
at the Council As three
over 90%. The three Enterprise Centres currently
support 65 businesses and over 320 direct jobs.

TOWN REGENERATION OFFICE

Our Balbriggan 2019 7z 2030 Rejuvenation Plan

2 0 ZA)Socio-Economic Strategy

The Our Balbriggan Programme Office continues
to support the governance of the Balbriggan
Leadership  Group responsible for the
implementation of the Balbriggan Socio -
Economic plan 2025 z 2030. Four multi -
stakeholder pillar groups meet periodically, to
progress opportunities around Economic
Development, Education, Skills & Employment,
Community Development and Sustainability,
Climate Action and Bio -diversity. The Public

Realm Pillar is chaired by the County Architect
and reports directly to the Chief Execu tive.




The Balbriggan Leadership  Group, s
independently chaired by Dr. David Begg and
provides stewardship and oversight of the
implementation of the Balbriggan Socio
Economic plan 2024 z 2030.

The Leadership Group meets four times a year to

review progress and challenges of its four Pillar

Groups and to receive updates from its Pillar

Chairs and a detailed update on the Urban

Regeneration Development Fund Programme.

Membership comprises the fiv e Balbriggan
locally elected councillors and  senior

representatives from the Public Sector and Local

and Community Development stakeholders.

The June meeting was provided with an update
on the De Bruns site and the emerging preferred
option with a more detailed presentation by the
Integrated Design Team to follow at its next
meeting in October.

The Council appointed contractor John Craddock
Ltd on the redevelopment of the Quay Street,
Harbour & Environs area in Q2 2024. Work is due
to be substantially completed in Q1 2026.  Work
continues to progress well across key elements
of the Quay Street & Harbour site.

Phase 4 works are underway with the heritage
restoration of the RNLI Boathouse building
continuing and work is progressing on the slating

of the roof. The new public toilets, harbour
pavilion buildings and kiosks are progressing
well. The Harbour Pavillion buildings, RNLI
Boathouse and adjoining Kiosk and Public Toilet
are due to be completed by December 2025. ltis
intended the buildings will be operational in Q2
2026.

Further works in this phase will incorporate  the
completion of 2 pedestrian bridges, and ongoing
construction of exposed aggregate finish at the
Plaza area due for completion by Q4 2025.

The Our Balbriggan Programme Office continues
to provide regular updates on the project
through social media Channels and includes
detailed information on frequently asked

questions. Up to date information on the project

is available on Balbriggan.ie.




Tender documentation to appoint a contractor
for the redevelopment of 2 -4 Dublin Street is due
to be published in October. The property and
adjoining commercial unit are set to be
transformed into a new Creative Hub with 8
workspaces at 2 Dublin Street and an ancillary
connected space at 4 Dublin Street which will
support STEAM education, training and

enterprise activities s upported by Fingal Arts
Office & local stakeholders. Planning permission
was granted at Council in October 2023.

An Integrated Design Team, McCullough Mulvin
Architects, have been appointed for the DeBruns
site and are progressing work on design options
based on best possible uses and site constraints.
Stakeholder engagement sessions with local
community, civic and b usiness groups, and
neighbouring properties were completed,
insights gained have been incorporated into a
pre-design report. Options contained in the
report have undergone preliminary scrutiny,
based on scheme objectives and financial and
economic viabili ty and a preferred option is
emerging. It is intended to proceed to a Part 8
planning public consultation process in 2026.

A Feasibility Study for a Swim Platform has been
completed by Langan Consulting (Marine)
Engineers, the Programme Office are reviewing
the proposed options and costs before
progressing next steps.

An Internal Project Team has been established
from the Town Regeneration Office, Our
Balbriggan Programme Office and FCC Architects
to progress the Boathouse and Bathhouse
project.
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Based on the current programme, a public
planning process is likely to commence in Q1
2026 with construction commencing in late 2026
allowing completion of the project in Q3 2027.

The Our Balbriggan Office continues to generate
regular and unique content across all social
media channels, Facebook, Twitter, Instagram,
LinkedIn with over 13,500+ followers across its 5
social media channels.

Lar Bailte ar dTas
Town Centre First
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Town Centre First 7z Lusk

Following the completion of the Lusk for Life
Plan, two applications for Project Development
Measure funding were submitted to the
Department of Rural and Community
Development for their consideration and both
projects were approved for funding.

These were identified in the Lusk Town Centre
First Plan and include measures to develop
appropriate facilities
the feasibility of a farmers' market for Lusk.

A feasibility study examining possible locations
for the creation of a
been completed by an appointed consultant, and
its recommendations are being examined by the
Town Regeneration team.

n

farr



A consultant has also been appointed to examine Town Centre First 7 Balrothery

options for the re -development of parks to The new Balrothery Town Team is established
maximise their public amenity usage at specific and focussed on implementing the new Town
locations in Lusk. This forms part of the Central Centre First Health Check document.
Parks objective, as outlined in the Lusk for Life An event will be held in Balrothery in early
Plan. November when the new Town Centre First
Health Check Document will be officially
A number of local stakeholder capacity building launched by the Mayor of Fingal. This event will
workshops were held in July and August this year also be an opportunity to thank all those who
with the goal of attracting new members of the participated in the capacity buildi ng process in
community and local businesses to participate in Balrothery over the past number of months. The
the Town Team process. A meeting of the Town Regeneration Office looks forward to
existing Town Team is scheduled for early continued collaboration with the Balrothery
October, where it is expected that further Town Team to ensure that the objectives of the
progress will be made on this objective. Health Check document are implemented.

Town Centre First 7 Ballyboughal

A launch event with the Mayor of Fingal will take
pl ace in November to prom
new Town Centre First Health Check. The
document is the culmination of many months of
hard work and dedication from members of the
community. It contains actions which the new
town team have identified and will have a pivotal
impact in creating a village which better caters
for all of its re sidents and businesses. The launch
event will create public awareness of the
document and the new town team.

The Town Regeneration office looks forward to
working closely with the new town team to help
deliver key enhancements for the people of
Ballyboughal.

Barle Baocharlle
BALLYBOUGHAL

et
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Town Centre First 7z Donabate

Donabate is the third Fingal town this year to
complete a Town Centre First Health Check . An
event is scheduled in October in Donabate where
the new health Check will be officially launched
by the Mayor of Fingal. This plan will benefit the
new Town Team in helping them to address
actions identified during the stakeholder
engagement and capaci ty building process which
took place over recent months.

The Town Regeneration Office looks forward to
working closely with the new Town Team in the
months and years ahead and wishes to sincerely
thank all those who participated in the capacity
building process.

Town Centre First z Rush

During the months of July and August, the Town
Regeneration Office held dedicated capacity
building sessions with the business community
in Rush. This enabled the team to gain a
comprehensive insight into the wishes and
objectives of both the community and
businesses active in it.

These objectives have been incorporated into a

new Draft Town Centre First Plan for Rush which

has been compiled by RMLA Planning
Consultants.

The first meeting of a new Rush Town Team will

be confirmed in the coming weeks.

Page 22

Town & Village Renewal Schemes

The Town Regeneration Office is currently
facilitating two approved projects under the

Town & Village Renewal Scheme from 2023.

A Phase 4 development of Floraville Park in
Skerries (&55,800) and up
Communi ty Centre (64, 35
approved by the Department of Rural and
Community Development. Both projects are on
scheduled to be completed soon.

A new call for projects in 2025 was announced by
the Department of Rural and Community
Development and the Gaeltacht (D.R.C.D.G) in
March. The Town Regeneration Office sought
and received Expressions of Interests from a
wide variety of internal and external stakeholder
groups by the closing date of 13 June 2025. Five
applications which best met the eligibility
requirements of the scheme have been selected
and submitted by Fingal County Council to the
Department of Rural and Community
Development & The Gaeltacht totalling
1, 035, 450. The Town Reg
expects to receive a response on these
applications from the department in the coming
months.

Town and Village

Streetscape Enhancement Scheme 2024

In the most recent Streetscape Enhancement
Scheme, nine applications were approved for
funding totalling 212, 635.
works including painting, green enhancement,

and signage improvement. This scheme has now
concluded, and options for a new scheme are

being explored.




Derelict Sites

124 statutory notices have issued to owners of
Derelict properties under the Derelict Sites Act
1990 since the start of 2025 resulting in a further

16 derelict properties being added to the Derelict

Sites Register. This brings the total number of
propertie s on the Register to 30.

Derelict Sites Statutory
Notices Issued YTD to
End Of September_ 2025

= Balbriggan

Blanchardsto
wn
Mulhuddart

= Castleknock

Howth
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= Ongar

Rush Lusk

There have been a total of 204 inspections
carried outyear to date in 2025 through referrals
from members of the public and through the
activity of the Derelict Sites team.

Inspections YTD by LEA 2025
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The Derelict Sites team continues to focus on
engagement with the owners of these derelict
sites and will continue identifying further derelict
sites across the county. The Town Regeneration
Office actively encourages the reporting of
potential derelict sites. Referrals can be made by
accessing the Report Form on Fingal County
Council As
completed form to derelictsites@fingal.ie

Local Enterprise Office

LEO Fingal provides a broad suite of support
services to stimulate enterprise and enable small
businesses to succeed.

Fingal Business Network

On Friday, 26th September 2025, the Local
Enterprise Office hosted the latest Fingal

Business Network event, with a dynamic

morning at the Crowne Plaza Blanchardstown,

focused on helping local SMEs explore and
embrace international growth opportunities.

The event, titled Exportin

Small Businesses - A Gateway to Global Growth,
brought together business owners,
entrepreneurs, and support agencies for a
morning of expert -led insights, practical
guidance, and tailored supports for enteri ng
export markets. Speakers shared a range of
strategies and resources available to help small
businesses take their first steps toward
international growth. Attendees contributed
actively by posing thoughtful questions and
exploring potential challenges t hey might face -
fostering a collaborative atmosphere focused on
solutions and shared learning. The next Fingal
Business Network Event will be the Christmas
networking lunch on Friday 5 " December in the
Grand Hotel Malahide

publ ic website
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Nati onal WomenAs Enter pr i s eTheD &Styuderft NEMEERPrjse Programme gives
students from 1st to 6th year the chance to set
up and run their own businesses, learning vital
skills in creativity, teamwork, finance, marketing
and innovation. Each year, Fingal students make
their mark on the nati onal stage, with winners
going on to represent the county at the National
Finals.

This year also marks the exciting addition of
Keoghs Crisps as a new sponsor, joining long -
standing partners Simtech Aviation, One4All, and

This year, the Dublin regional NWED celebration
will take place on the morning of Wednesday, _
October 16th at the Radisson Blu Hotel, Golden Blanchardstown Centre, helping to make the

programme possible and to i

Lane. This inspiring event will bring together a
generation of business | eaders.

dynamic lineup of speakers, thought leaders, and
hundreds of trailb lazing female entrepreneurs
from Fingal and throughout Dublin to celebrate
and empower women in business.

Fingal Business Supports Briefing

Cuty Gupta, founder of Cozmotech and winner of S Vi Onnis Biisiings Prorshnie G»":' =
the Dublin Regional Enterprise Award 2025, will =
represent Fingal as this

journey and achievements exemplify the spirit of

i nnovation and resilience

Enterprise Day ¢ hampions.

Student Enterprise Programme Launch

On September 3 '@, LEO Fingal hosted an Online
Business Supports Briefing, building on the
success of previous in -person events. The online
event attracted 170 registrants and received
highly positive feedback. Attendees had the
opportunity to engage directly with the LEO team
through an open Q&A session.

The next Online Business Supports Briefing is
scheduled for October 8 . The September
session saw strong participation from local

The Student Enterprise Programme (SEP) business owners, who benefited from expert
officially launched its 24th year at County Hall, advice on training, mentorship, and grant
Swords, with students fr omoppodusiies.year As wi nning
teams on hand to inspire the next wave of young
entrepreneurs. Interest continues to grow in Business Advice
Clinics, Start Your Own Business Courses, and
Organised by LEO Fingal, the programme is Grant Application Workshops. The upcoming
expected to be bigger and better than ever, with briefing will offer even more chances to access
a record -breaking 28,000 second -level students these valuable supports. As before, the LEO
nationwide anticipated to take part, of which Fingal team will provide live Q&A sessions and
more than 1,200 will be from Fingal schools. one-on-one consultations to help participants

take the next step in their business journey.
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Food Sectoral Supports

DUBLIN

FOOD

CHAIN

The Dublin Food Chain is hosting an export visit
to Belfast with four food producers from each of

the Dublin LEO areas. The trip will be on 23rd
October and will encompass a visit to

Hender sonAs foodservice

Sawers Retail outlet, a Northern Ireland retalil
distributor and a talk with a chef, as well as
visiting one of the big four supermarkets. The
aim of t he trip is to encourage the first steps to
export for some of our local food businesses.

Evaluations and Approvals Committee

The Evaluation and Approvals Committee (EVAC)
approved 5 projects for funding at its September

t po2ene et

The Leadership for Business Acceleration
programme opened on Thursday 25
September with thirteen businesses
participating in the ten week programme. The
event started by presenting the graduation
certificates to the previous cohort who have just
finished their business plans. They were able to
share their main take -aways from the
programme with the new class and encourage
them to enjoy and absorb the learnings and the
experience. The current course will complete in

November with graduation happening early in
t he buyer,

Energy Efficiency Grant Scheme

S

The Local Enterprise Office (LEO) Energy

meeting, bringing to o662, Fiigeng  Gant was gecently yreyampedeand

year to date 2025, for 36 applicants across
Business Feasibility, Priming and Expansion
Grants. The next EVAC meeting will be held
online on the 12th of November 2025.

Management Development

LEADERSHIP FOR
BUSINESS ACCELERATION

e S8
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relaunched with several significant changes, the

mai n one being i ts i ncrea
10, 000 and a change from

now covering up to 75% of eligible costs. The
Energy Efficiency Grant is an excellent
opportunity for small businesses to continue
their business more sustainably and efficiently,
which will benefit them in the long run. To apply,
businesses need to be solvent and operating
within Fingal for at least s ix months.

This year has seen an increase in interest in this
scheme with enquiries coming from across
several sectors, notably hospitality and
foodservice sector. Eleven companies have been
approved year to date, with several businesses
currently working on applications.

Two Success Story videos have been produced
featuring LEO supported businesses, to highlight
the benefits of this grant. Both clients are based

in Balbriggan: Stories by Olaand PJ A's Part

Childcare.



Trading Online Voucher Scheme

Trading Online Voucher scheme (now expired)
supported small businesses by allowing them to
enhance their online offering by providing a

grant of wup to &2,500 for

marketing activities, as well as giving businesses
a better understanding of how they can exploitE -
Commerce opportunities for their business.
Before the scheme closed, a total of 45
applications were approved in 2025, in the
amount of 294, 138.

The Trading Online Voucher scheme has now
closed, and the LEO team will continue to process
grant payments from applications approved

before the closing date. Approved applicants

have 6 months from the date on their Letter of

Offer to draw down their vouch er before it
expires. An enhanced 3Grow
has taken its place
digital consultancy assignments).

Business Advice Clinics and Mentoring

LEO Fingal provides one to one business
support services through Business Advice Clinics
and a Mentoring programme, both online and in
person. These services are provided free of
charge to small businesses and are extremely
popular. The Fingal mentor panel features 38
skilled and experienced mentors from a range

of business backgrounds.

In 2025 year to date, 470 clients availed of one -
to-one appointments in Business Advice Clinics
and 240 clients have signed up for mentoring,
with consistently high demand for this service
among Fingal businesses.
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Microfinance Ireland Loans

LEO Fingal provides a loan scheme through its
partnership with Microfinance Ireland (MFI), with

| oans between a&5,000 and @a¢
applicant. LEO Fingal actively promotes the
availability of loans to businesses that have

difficulty raising finance from the ir bank.
Applications are processed and assessed by LEO

Fingal and submitted to MFI. Applications are

eligible for a 1% reduced &nter&st rate of 5|5%
%é]Roif”S]L%%i{te% ?o ar?d nprocesséd %)I/ t}wea]_ocal

Enterprise Office.

So far this year 28 MFI loan applications have
been processed. Anyone applying for MFI
through LEO Fingal will be supported by an
expert mentor who guides applicants through

the application process to help maximise their

prospect of approval.

Training and Events

LEO Fingal continues to provide vital training to
owner/ anagtlars with 2,879tp|articigants year to

tart Y0|2|r Owln S
Busr?ngss %orurgeg WithV186 pgrttlacipaants yearp to !
date.

date.” There have been nine

Internationalisation and Export Development

The new 3Market Expl orer C
the TAME Grant from 1 January 2025. The grant

is available to small enterprises in the
manufacturing and international trading sectors

(with up to 50 employees). The amount of the
grant is to a noakar BAYorof o f
eligible costs. The objective is to support the
development of export -oriented businesses by
incentivising support to research and explore

activities in new markets.

Eligible businesses can seek to explore either a
new geographic market for an existing
product/service or an existing geographic market
for a new product/ service. LEO Fingal has
approved five applications for this grant year to
date in the amount o f
the grant increasing and several businesses
currently working on submissions.

234,



Export Development Programme

Get

Exporting

mimpemant athwey

The Export Devel opment
Exportingij is continuing
Get Exporting is designed to support companies

at every stage of their journey to achieve new
export sales. Through the Export Development
Pathway, the aim is to simplify the export journey

for businesses and help build the knowledge,
confidence and strategies needed to succeed in
global markets. Get Exporting is a collaborative
effort between the Local Enterprise Offices,
Enterprise Ireland, and delivery partner OCO
Global.

Following recommendation based on an export
readiness assessment 11 Fingal businesses were
among the 120 nationally, progressing through

the programme. Fol | owi ng stage
60 businesses will
VisitA st agramme fvhich maudep v o

Fingal businesses. Those not progressing can
still be considered at a future stage and in the
meantime can avail of the support they need to
develop their businesses from their Local
Enterprise Office. The next Get Exporting
Programme is due to launch early 2026, with
further information to be provided by Enterprise
Ireland in Q4 2025.

Grow Digital Voucher & Digital for Business

Grow Digital

A Digital Tool for every Business

Leo Fingal have approved 49 Digital for Business
programmes year to date to the value of
107,100 and have al so
Digital Vouchers totalli
Digital Boost Webinar will be held on 1 st October.
This webinar educates prospective applicants
about the Digital Supports available including
Digital for Business and Grow Digital.
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Lean for Business

o
Oifig Fiontair AltiGl  ~
Locsl Enterprise Office

Laan for Micro ) IRELAND

p
t

Lean into working smarter, not harder!

Lean For Business is designed to encourage

clients to adopt Lean business principles in their
organisations to increase
competitiveness. Lean is for all companies,
regardless of sector z not just for manufacturing
companies.

LEO Fingal supports approved clients with a
consultant who use Lean tools and techniques
that help companies across the globe to

identify problems, improve operations and
create a more innovative organisation. Fourteen
clients have been approved for this programme
in 2025. A free wor kshop will take place online on
2" October 2025 and attendees will learn from

LEAN consultants JLean
Changes can have a Big
approved 11 Gr ow

ng 29, 380. The next

ENTERPRISE

performance and

address
2 competitiveness issues within their businesses
nNnow pr ocpy building the capability of their people to
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OPERATIONS

Works Programme s

Harbours Update

Car Parking Services

Burial Grounds Services

Traffic Operations County  -wide
Fleet Management & Plant Hire Unit
Public Lighting

Recycling Centres Update
Licenses

Surface Water

Area Business Totals for May 2025

Area Public | Rep Area Area | Headed
CRM's | CRM's | Questions | Motions | Items

Balbriggan/Swords 491 73 N/A N/A N/A
Castleknock/Mulhuddart | 404 195 N/A N/A N/A
Howth/Malahide 235 43 N/A N/A N/A

Total 1,130 | 311 N/A N/A N/A

Works Programme
Balbriggan/Rush -Lusk/Swords Area - Parks

Rush

Work in progress on the Muga at St Catherines
Park Rush.

Santry

The pathways within the Walled Garden of Santry
demesne were refurbished as part of the

demesneAs Capital progr an
1200m2 of pathways were included and
Balbriggan refurbished with fresh Ballylusk gravel. Before
and after photographs show the finished
Upgrades to path at Balbriggan Town Park. product.
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A new section of Timber knee railing installed

as part of this yearAs progr
the Royal oak estate Santry. The knee rail was

installed to compliment the corral system

installed earlier in the summer and further

strengthen the deterrence of unauthorised

vehicles onto the open space.

New Vehicular and pedestrian traffic
counters installed in Newbridge demesne
and Santry demesne as part of the capital
programmes. 3 Vehicular and 16 pedestrian
counters were installed across both
locations.
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Swords

Before and after path clean up at Ennis

Lane, Swords.

Before and Aftesomeweed
Brackenstown Road.

Page 8

A new play space installed in Holywell Park
Swords as part of the recent upgrades works
in the park. The play space includes a
combination play trail, a spin/balance unit
along with inclusive items in the form of
percussion bongos and chimes.




Bonfire material was removed from both
Swords and Santry Demesne, over 80 pallets
were collected across the two areas.

Benches installed by Operations depot staff on
the open spaces at Ridgewood Green and
Castlefarm (JCs) as part of the Programme of
works.

As part of the final phase of boundary
improvement works at Rathbeale
archaeological park with 120 linear metres of
timber post & Fence installed at the border to
Brides Glen estate and a further 30 linear
metres of rounded knee rail installed at the
adjoi ning section of the park. All works were
no-dig in line with the Archaeological status
of the park .
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Howth/ Malahide Area

Playgrounds Z upgrades, repair &
maintenance

: il bS5
Surrounding timbers at the sand pit were
rotting, some missing.

Newbridge

As part of the final phase of works in the Dog
off leash area in Newbridge demesne, 220
linear metres of gravel paths were installed.
These paths now provide a traversable route
during wetter periods and also provides for
park users with mobility challenge s. The path
includes a small loop to the north end before
rejoining the main path, with two benches to
be installed imminently here by Operations
staff.
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SR Ers
The timber walls were rotten in many
sections, the whole surrounding wall was
removed and replaced with pressure treated
rounds of timber.

Malahide Demesne

Half acre glass house
=

New boiler installed in the Half acre
glasshouse.

Roads / Footpaths z Howth/Malahide
Depot Works

The Howth Malahide Roads Crew replaced
the entrances to cycle lane at Sutton High
School.
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The Howth Malahide Roads Crew replaced
defective concrete footpaths and kerb lines
ahead of road resurfacing at The Moorings

Malahide.

Roads Program of Works

Redfern Ave & Wendell Ave in Portmarnock
was resurfaced as part of the 2025 POW.



