
 
 

  
 

 

Chief Executive Ʌs  

Management Report  
 

10th  Novem ber  2025 

 

Item No.  18 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

CONTENTS 

People, Corporate & Digital Services                           1 to 2       

People Services 

Health & Safety Unit  

Customer Services  

CRM 

Communications  

 

Law                                                                                               3 

Current Judicial Reviews  

 

Economic, Enterprise, Tourism & Cultural 

Development                                                                     4 to 27 

Tourism Development  

Tourism   

Events 

Heritage Properties  

 

Cultural Development  

Arts  /  Libraries  

 

Economic Development  

Local & Rural Development  

LEADER Economic Programme  

Healthy Fingal  

Enterprise Centres  

 

Town Regeneration  

Balbriggan Socio -Economic Strategy / T&V Scheme  

 

Local Enterprise Office  

 

Operations                                                                        28 to 49 

Area Business 

Works Programmes  

Car Parking Services 

Burial Grounds Services  

Traffic Operations County -wide  

Fleet Management & Plant Hire Unit  

Public Lighting  

Recycling Centres Update  

Licenses 

Harbours  

Surface Water  

 

Planning and Strategic Infrastructure                     50 to 63 

Planning Applications  

Planning Decisions  

Building Control Admin  

Strategic Policy Unit       

Built Environment Division  

Transportation Planning  

Heritage Officer  

 

Housing and Community                                       64 to 89 

Housing     (64-81) 

Supply 

Asset Management  

Support  

Tenancy Services 

Housing Ukraine Response  

Vacant Homes  

 

Community (81 ɀ 89) 

Community Development  

Facilities Management  

Interagency  

Age Friendly Fingal  

Integration Office  

Funding  

 

Environment, Climate Action , Active Travel                                                 

and Sports Department                                       90 to  117 

Active Travel 

Climate Action  

Environmental Awareness  

Bring Centres  

Litter Management  

Sports Office  

 

Arch ite cts  

Refurbishment of Vernacular Housing               118 to 119   

 

Finance                                                                                120 

Rates 

Development Levy Income  

Payroll  

Financial Reports  

Procurement  
 

Appendix  1                                                                         121 to 123               

Revenue Account   

Capital Account  

Summary of Corporate Debtors  

Appendi x 2                                                                         124 to 133              

No of contracts awarded to end September                   

Appendix 3                                                                                      134 

2025 Bathing Water  Quality  Results in Status form  

Appendix 4                                                                                      135                                                                       

2025 Bathing Water Quality  Results                                              

Appendi x 5                                                                         136 to  138                                                   

NTA Active Travel Allocations 2025  

Appendix 6                                                                                      139 

Complaints, Inspections and Enforcement Actions  

Appendix 7     

Housing Delivery Construction Programme                   140 to  141                                                                              

Planning Approval and at Tender stage                                       142 

Pre-Planning Stage                                                                          143 

CALF Delivery in partnership with FCC                                         144 



   

 

 
 

Chief ExecutiveɅs Foreword 
 

I hope you all had a very enjoyable Halloween break. 

This year, we were very pleased that Fingal was 

chosen as a hub for Ʉϥreland, Home of HalloweenɅ ɀ 

The strategy, which was developed collaboratively by 

Fáilte Ireland, Tourism Ireland, and Tourism Northern 

Ireland, seeks to create a link with our Halloween 

festivitie s and our ancient history and culture and the 

marking of Samhain, which traditionally meant the 

end of the harvest season and the beginning of 

winter. The Wonderful family friendly events whic h 

took place complemented the already stellar 

Halloween programme planned and ensured 

enjoyment for all not just on Halloween night itself 

but throughout the month of October. In addition to 

the  incredible programme of safe, accessible and fun 

events which took place across Fingal in celebration 

of the season of Samhain, three spectacular fireworks 

displays took place in Bremore Castle, Balbriggan, 

Swords Town Park and Millennium Park, 

Blanchards town. Thousands of spectators came out 

to enjoy the music and soak up the atmosphere 

before the night sky was illuminated with stunning 

fireworks displays. I have received many messages of 

thanks from people who thoroughly enjoyed the 

various Halloween events showcased in Fingal and I 

wish to thank everyone involved in the planning and 

staging of these events.  

ϥn todayɅs economic climate and with unprecedented 

demand for housing, sourcing suitable 

accommodation for your personal circumstances can 

be extremely difficult. Fingal County Council  is proud 

to have launched Church Fields Cost Rental ɀ a new 

development offering 80 high quality 1, 2, and 3 -

bedroom apartments at more than 25% below 

market rent. These beautifully appointed homes are 

suitable for young singles & couples, families and 

older residents (acc essible units available) who donɅt 

qualify for social housing and who have moderate 

incomes. This housing model puts fairness first by 

basing rent on the real cost of building and 

maintaining the property . The location of the new 

homes , in the Dublin Enter prise Zone, is surrounded 

by green open park spaces, a creche, 

library/community hub & commercial units and is 

ideally situated to access the M50 with Dublin Airport, 

Blanchardstown Shopping Centre and Phoenix Park 

in close proximity. The application portal is open un til 

Monday 12th November at 12 p.m. and further 

details on the scheme is available here:  

https://www.fingal.ie/news/church -fields -cost-rental  

The SuperValu TidyTowns competition has been 

promoting civic pride, environmental awareness, and 

community involvement across Ireland since 1958. 

This year, over 900 towns entered the competition 

demonstrating the huge interest from community 

groups in sho wcasing their localities and encouraging 

people to get involved in their areas. There was great 

celebration when the results were released with 

towns in Fingal scoring very highly in this yearɅs 

competition. All the dedicated committees across the 

county r eceived higher scores than in 2024. Skerries 

was awarded County Second and a Gold Medal, while 

Malahide was awarded County Third and a Gold 

Medal. Swords was also awarded a Gold Medal, while 

Lusk, Rush and Balbriggan all received Bronze 

medals. There was a lso success for Clonsilla, with the 

group receiving an Endeavour Award for the biggest 

improvement by an entrant in the county from the 

previous year, improving by 32 points on 2024. Howth 

TidyTowns was highly commended in the EPA Circular 

Economy award, w ith Malahide receiving second 

prize in this category. Mayor of Fingal Cllr Tom 

OɅLeary offered his congratulations to all the 

TidyTowns winners on a fantastic result. On behalf of 

myself and the Executive Management Team I would 

like to echo the MayorɅs sentiments in acknowledging 

the stellar work carried out by TidyTowns groups 

across Fingal each week. For many years our 

Operations Department has worked collaboratively 

with TidyTowns groups and in Fingal County Council, 

we have the highest regard for the v olunteers and the 

tireless work they carry out in their communities.  

FingalɅs County Architect Fionnuala May has been 

elected as President of the Royal Institute of the 

Architects of Ireland (RIAI) for 2026 -2027 after being 

nominated for the position by the RIAI Council. She is 

the 66th person to hold the position since it was first 

established in 1839 and the fifth woman. Fionnuala 

joined Fingal County Council in 1994 and, as the head 

of the ArchitectɅs Department, she has been involved 

extensively in projects in the areas of housing, public 

buildings, corporate offices and  heritage buildings. 

Fionnuala brings to the role her wealth of experience 

and knowledge and it is a testament to her years of 

dedicated work that she has been elected by her 

peers. I know you will join me in warmly 

congratulating Fionnuala and wish her al l the very 

best as she begins her term as President of the RIAI.  

 

Best wishes,  

AnnMarie Farrell y 

Chief Executive    

https://www.fingal.ie/news/church-fields-cost-rental


 

 

PEOPLE, CORPORATE AND DIGITAL 

SERVICES 

Contents  

People Services  

Health & Safety Unit   

Customer Services  

CRM and Digital Services  

Communications  

Building Facilities  

 

Recruitment  

            Recruitment Programme 2025 

Total Recruitment Campaigns  94 

Interviews Held to date  1118  

New Starters 208  

Promotions 97 

Number of Current Job Offers 34 

 

Learning & Development Update  

Learning & Development Year to date 

 Number of courses 292 

 Number of Attendees 2813 

 Number of Training Days 2503 

 

Throughout November, courses will be delivered in 

the areas of  Personal Effectiveness, Chain Saw 

Training, Eco Driver training, Court Room Skills and 

many more.  

  

Wellbeing Update  

 

The Wellbeing Team continues to champion a 

workplace culture that prioritises support and 

wellbeing for every member of staff. Guided by 

staff feedback and active engagement, the team, 

through a range of targeted initiatives, resources, 

and engaging activities, strengthens the four 

foundational pillars of our Wellbeing Strategy.   
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HSU ɀ Health & Safety Unit    

 

The HSU is committed to ensuring that safety 

measures are in place by undertaking a proactive 

blended approach which creates an effective safe 

and healthy working environment.  This includes 

undertaking risk assessments, safety audits and 

inspections, encou raging hazard reporting and 

taking corrective action. This approach is essential 

for preventing incidents and improving future 

safety practices in Fingal County Council.  

 

Customer Services  

 

Customer Care Unit Statistics ɀ October  2025 

 

Total Calls CCU  Total Emails CCU  

9,025 1,637 

 

CRM  

 

Staff continue to work on the Customer 

Relationship Management System (CRM) and issue 

responses to representations from Elected 

Members (Councillors, TDs and Senators) and 

complaints submitted by the public. The total 

number of representation s for October  was 761 

broken down by department below.  

 

 
 

COMMUNICATIONS  

 

The fingal.ie website had 158,915 visitors during 

October, an increase of 14,575 from the previous 

period. The number of page views rose by 35,766 

to 364,611. The average time spent on the site rose 

to 1 minute and 54 seconds.  

 

 



 

 

There have been 1,469,619 visitors and 3,244,758 

page views since January and visitors have spent 

an average of 1 minute and 58 seconds on the site.  

The most popular page during October was the 

opening of new pedestrian and cycle bridge in 

Donabate. Our Planning Applications page also 

had over 25,000 page views.  

The Facebook account rose to 43,067 followers 

(+1%) while the number of views rose by 10% to 

1,814,704 from the previous month. There were 

4,784 interactions. The most popular post was 

about a new off -leash area for pups unveiled in 

Waterville Park, Dublin  15. 

Instagram rose to 16,399 followers. Total views 

rose 34% to 758,053 (from 565,241) from the 

previous month, with a reach of 46,431 (up from 

37,272). There were 5,867 interactions. The most 

read post related to Storm Amy.  

The number of followers on X rose by 49 to 23,409 

and there was an engagement rate of 4.31% from 

126,727 impressions.  

The WhatsApp channel now has 3,447 followers 

while the numbers currently following our other 

corporate channels are Threads (1,586), TikTok 

(1,163) and Bluesky (462).  

For our YouTube Channel the number of 

subscribers rose by 30 to 1,898 in October. Total 

views were 7,311. Videos published included the 

opening of  new pedestrian and cycle bridge in 

Donabate, Storm Amy update and the Council 

Meeting Webcast.  The video on the Affordable 

Housing Scheme - Online Application Tutorial was 

our most viewed video in the month.  

 

Press Releases   

There were 21 press releases issued during 

October, covering topics such as the appointment 

of Fionnuala May as RIAI President, Xplore Your 

Future TY Skills Expo, the opening of Donabate 

Pedestrian Bridge, and the launch of the Capital 

Development Plan.  

 

Key coverage included RTE, Irish Times, Irish 

Independent, along with other national outlets 

covering the approval of planning permission for 

Metrolink and protests over drone deliveries in 

Dublin 15. Home of Halloween also featured on 

Dublin City FM.  
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Alongside this there was an Irish Examiner feature 

on sustainability at Halloween with FingalɅs 

Environmental Awareness Officer.  

 

 
 

Media Queries  

Media queries received during October included 

questions about the Defective Concrete Blocks, 

FingalɅs Climate Action Plan, the erection of 

unauthorised posters, and removal of the Irish flag 

from lampposts.  

 

Irish Language  

The communications unit continues its role 

regarding the Irish language, with training provided 

to staff through Gaelchultur and Fingal continues its 

participation in the Gaelige365 programme. Some 

Gaelige365 initiatives in Fingal included internal 

promoti on through Lá Mór na Gaeilge and staff 

games and competitions to improve Irish.  

Irish is included in festivals including Flavours of 

Fingal, the Ceol agus Craic (Photo 1) evening and the 

Irish Language Podcast for Heritage Week and An 

Leabharlann Fháilteach (Photo 2) launched at 

Oireachtas na Samhna.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

LAW DEPARTMENT 

Contents  

Current Judicial reviews  

 

Joan Reynolds and Edel McDonough -v- Fingal 

County Council High Court Record No. 2023/372 JR  

MKN Properties Limited and another -v- Fingal 

County Council High Court Record No. 2023/373 JR  

daa plc -v- Fingal County Council High Court Record 

No. 2023/383 JR 

daa plc -v- Fingal County Council and the Irish 

Aviation Authority High Court Record No. 2023/916 

JR 

Niall OɅConnor and Geraldine Kiernan -v- An Bord 

Pleanala and Fingal County Council High Court 

Record No. 2023/1122JR 

Erigo Limited and Joseph Flood -v- Fingal County 

Council and others High Court Record 

No.2023/1233JR 

Timothy Fitzgerald and James Fitzgerald -v- Fingal 

County Council High Court Record No. 2023/1236 JR  

AAI Baneshane Ltd v An Bord Pleanála; Notice Party: - 

Fingal County Council High Court Record No. 

2025/0000042 JR 

AAI Baneshane Ltd v An Bord Pleanála: Notice Party: - 

Fingal County Council High Court Record No. 

2025/0000041 JR 

Portmarnock Real Estate Development Limited and 

St. Marnock's II DAC v An Bord Pleanála and Fingal 

County Council High Court Record No. 2024/1464 JR  

Integrated Materials GP Unlimited Company Trading 

as Integrated Materials Solutions Limited 

Partnership v An Bord Pleanála and Fingal County 

Council High Court Record No. 2025/502 JR  

Daa PLC v Fingal County Council High Court Record 

No. 2025/0001241 JR 

Ryanair Dac V An Coimisiun Pleanala High Court 

Record No. 2025/0001346 JR 

Daa Plc V An Coimisiun Pleanala   High Court Record 

No. 2025/0001406 JR 

Aer Lingus Limited v An Coimisiún Pleanála and Ors 

High Court Record No. 2025/1344 JR  

SMTW Environmental dac and Serena Taylor v An 

Coimisiun Pleanala and Ors High Court Record No. 

2025/1348 JR 

Simon Rutledge v. Fingal County Council  

High Court Record No. 2025/00001383 JR  
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ECONOMIC, ENTERPRISE, TOURISM & 

CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT  

Contents  

Tourism  Development  

Tourism   

Events 

Heritage Properties   

Cultural  Development   

Arts  

Libraries  

Economic Development   

Local & Rural Development  

Healthy  Fingal 

LEADER Economic Programme   

Enterprise  Centres  

Town  Regeneration  

Balbriggan Socio -Economic Strategy  T&V 

Scheme 

Local  Enterprise  Office  

 

TOURISM DEVELOPMENT 

 

Ireland Home of Halloween  

 

 
 

Fingal has announced an exceptional programme 

for the month of October as part of the Ireland 

Home of Halloween campaign, building on a solid 

base of existing events. The county was 

announced as one of the seven hubs earlier this 

year, following a competitive application process. 

The pilot scheme is part of the Ʉϥreland, Home of 

Halloween StrategyɅ which was developed 

collaboratively by Fáilte Ireland, Tourism Ireland, 

and Tourism Northern Ireland.  
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Fingal Food Markets  
 

 
 
The summer food market programme featured 14 

markets in three locations from April to 

September. Two of the trial locations were selected 

as part of FingalɅs ϥreland Home of Halloween 

programme, extending the Fingal Summer Food 

Markets programme to October. Two Halloween 

themed markets with performers and face 

painters were launched:  

¶ Swords Castle Food Market: 18 th  October 

2025 

¶ Malahide Food Market in Casino Model 

Railway Museum Grounds: 25 th  October 

2025 

 

Fingal Food Circle  

Fingal Food Circle welcomed Fingal County Council, 

Failte Ireland and network members to Carnegie 

Free Library, Swords on 8 th  September. The event 

marked the commencement of a new Failte Ireland 

Pilot Programme in partnership with Fingal County 

Council and Fingal Food Circle which is focused on 

developing the network and food tourism in Fingal.  

 



 

 

Fingal Food Circle participated in FingalɅs Home of 

Halloween programme, running free educational 

Kids Food Workshops as part of the Harvest Food 

Fair at The Seamus Ennis Arts Centre on Sunday 

5th  October.  

 

 
 

Finga l Tourism Together Sector Symposium  
The second Fingal Tourism Together event took  

place at the Crowne Plaza Hotel, Blanchardstown 

on Wednesday, 5th November. This half -day 

symposium br ought  together tourism, food and 

drink businesses from across Fingal to strengthen 

collaboration and drive destination development. 

The symposium provided key tourism 

stakeholders with a comprehensive briefing on 

progress, the implementation of the Tourism 

Strategy and Food and Drink Policy , plans for 2026 

and FingalɅs ambition to become a leading visitor 

destin ation.  

The programme included showcase tastings from 

Fingal Food Circle members, presentations and 

panel discussions . The event also offered valuable 

informal networking opportunities and a chance to 

shape future collaboration across the tourism 

sector in Fingal.  

 

EVENTS 

 

The Fingal Festal of Fire took place again this 

Halloween in partnership with the Home of 

Halloween over 100,000 spectators attended a 

variety of organised events throughout the county  

For information and photos on this  

www.eventsinfingal.ie  
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Swords Castle Christmas Markets will take place 

on Friday 28th November 3 -8pm, Saturday 29th & 

Sunday 30th November 12 -7pm, Saturday 6th 

December & Sunday 7th December 12 -7pm.  

Step into the magic of Christmas at Swords Castle, 

where festive charm fills the air!  The historic castle 

grounds will transform into a winter wonderland 

bursting with holiday cheer.  

 

Discover a delightful mix of local artisan craft 

stalls  showcasing handmade gifts, festive 

decorations, jewellery, and local art Ɂ the perfect 

place to find something special for loved ones. 

Warm up with food trucks , mulled wine , and 

seasonal treats  from local producers while 

enjoying the enchanting atmosphere under 

twinkling lights  

https://www.eventsinfingal.ie/


 

 

Festival and Events Funding for 2026  

Fingal Festival & Events Funding Programme  

Following the success of the 2025 programme, 

which supported over 100 events across the 

county to the tune of ɚ600,000, applications for the 

2026 scheme will open at the end of October. The 

programme underlines the CouncilɅs commitment 

to fostering arts, culture, sport, and community 

engagement, while also delivering economic and 

tourism benefits in Fingal. Events from local 

community festivals to large -scale cultural 

celebrations, this funding ensures that Fingal 

continues to host a diverse and vibrant calendar of 

events, providing opportunities for residents and 

visitors alike to celebrate, participate, and connect.  

 

ɚ49.000 in Festival and Events Funding for 

October/ November  

Just over ɚ49,000 in festival and events funding to 

support a wide range of festivals and events taking 

place across the County during August & 

September. The funding will help enhance 

community engagement, cultural expression, and 

tourism throughout Fingal.  

The following festivals or events have been 

approved for funding  
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¶ Fingal Open International Ballroom and 

Latin American Dance Festival 2025  

¶ Gaelcon Irish Games  

¶ Coastal Music Festival Baldoyle  

¶ Autumn International Cross Country 

Festival  

¶ Spooky Zombie Parade Ballyboughal 

Marathonkids Final Mile Event in Santry 

Stadium  

¶ How ϥtɅs Made 2025  

¶ Malahide Village Turning On Christmas 

Lights 

¶ Sea Scouts Community Fun Day Portrane  

¶ Rush Christmas Food & Craft Market  

¶ Blanchardstown Main St Tree Lighting  

This funding reflects Fingal County CouncilɅs 

ongoing commitment to nurturing local culture, 

supporting sport and the arts, promoting 

wellbeing, and celebrating the rich diversity of 

communities across the county.  

HERITAGE PROPERTIES  

Malahide Castle  

 

 
 

Starting on 14 th  November, Wonderlights  returns 

to Malahide Castle with a spectacular festive 

display with over one million lights under the 

theme ɄOne Upon a GlowɅ. This year sees new 

additions including a Ʉtaste of HollandɅ experience 

and hot air balloons aglow.  With specially 

composed music  and a landscape filled with light 

and sound, this is expected to be a very popular 

festive event.  



 

 

Malahide Casino  

 

 

In collaboration with the Fingal Food Circle and 

Fingal Farmers Group, the  final food market of the 

year took place on Saturday 25 th  October in the 

grounds of the Malahide Casino Model Railway 

Museum. This free autumnal themed event 

attracted a good turnout to sample a delightful mix 

of artisan foods, organic local produced and 

handcrafted goods by talented Fingal crafters.   

 

Skerries Mills  

 

 
 

The watermill café located on the first floor of 

Skerries Mills has undergone an upgrade to 

provide a bistro like environment with a fresher, 

more contemporary and less cluttered feel. With 

more light and more space to move around, the 

feedback from customers has been 

overwhelmingly positive.  
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CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT 

 

ARTS 

 

 
 

Mayor Cllr Tom OɅLeary recently visited Sean 

MolloyɅs solo exhibition at the Molesworth gallery, 

Dublin 2. The title of this exhibition, Headland, 

denotes the beginning of a dialogue between two 

strands in Sean MolloyɅs practice. Over the past 15 

years, he has investigated, deconstructed and 

reconstituted baroque painting. The exhibition 

closed on 30 th  October and further information 

about the Fingal Arts Office supported artist  can be 

found here: Sean Molloy | 9 - 30 October 2025 - 

Overview | Molesworth Gallery  

 

New  Public Artwork ɀSemple Woods , Donabate.  

 

Glenveagh Homes in partnership with Fingal 

County CouncilɅs Public Art Programme have 

successfully delivered a new public artwork for the 

recently completed Semple Woods housing 

development.  

https://molesworthgallery.com/exhibitions/127-sean-molloy-headland/overview/
https://molesworthgallery.com/exhibitions/127-sean-molloy-headland/overview/


 

 

The work is by artist Marielle MacLeman and it 

titled Trove. Inspired by Newbridge House and the 

Cabinet of Curiosities, it was created using 

traditional terrazzo techniques  which combined 

with local beach glass found by the artist along the 

areas coast.  

Creative Places Balbriggan  

 
 

Fingal Arts Office has recruited Paula Phelan to 

consult with key stakeholders for the remainder of 

2025. Paula will attend and facilitate upcoming 

Creative Places events and clinics in November and 

December to gather data to assist the direction of 

the project in 2026 and identify priorities within 

Balbriggan community member groups, such as 

youth, older people and professional artists.  

 

As well as attending various Climate Action project 

workshops, the Creative Places Balbriggan 

Coordinator  attended the Arts Council Creative 

Places Symposium ɈArt of Placeɉ in Tallaght 

alongside the Youth and Education Officer to 

represent Fingal County  Council as the projectɅs 

Lead Partner. Main speakers included Patrick Fox , 

CE of UK social arts project ɈHeart of Glassɉ and 

Kim Wide, Artistic Director and CEO Take A Part UK 

Project. A separate coordinatorsɅ meeting the 

following day included a site visit  to observe 

project work at nearby Creative Places MacUíllíam 

in Tallaght.  
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Arts Act Grant Scheme  

 

 
 

Fingal Arts Office announced that applications for 

the Arts Act Grant Scheme 2026 opened on 

Thursday 10th October 2025 and will close on 

Friday 5th December 2025 at 4.00pm.  

 

The scheme is designed to support individual 

artists, community groups, and arts organisations 

engaged in arts and cultural activities in Fingal. 

Grants are awarded under the Arts Act 2003 and 

reflect its objectives of promoting the arts, 

increasing access to the arts, and supporting 

cultural development across the county.  

 

This scheme welcomes applications across a wide 

range of artforms, including theatre, literature, 

music, dance, opera, film, circus, architecture, 

visual arts and multi -disciplinary projects, events 

and festivals.  

 

 
Carnegie  

 
The Carnegie Musician in Residence, Alannah 

Thornburgh, delivered two interactive workshops 

with 56 students from River Valley School. The 

sessions introduced participants to the harp and 

percussion instruments, offering a hands -on 

experience that encourag ed musical curiosity and 

creativity. The midpoint of her residency is being 

marked by a Samhain performance in the Atrium.  

 



 

 

Draíocht  

 

We are coming to the end of a very busy 

September/October season, playing to capacity 

audiences for many of our performances and film 

programme. The November /December 

programme will be as busy.  The January/February 

2026 programme is being signed off with some 

shows including Coolmine PantoɅs production of 

Cinderella, already on sale and selling fast.  

 

FingalɅs ɄHome of HalloweenɅ event at Draíocht 

includes a number of childrenɅs workshops which 

all sold out and a performance by the Fingal 

Mummers which is booking well.  

 

Our Dublin 15 Youth Theatre held auditions 

recently and a number of new members began.   

We now have over 34 members with many more 

on the waiting list.  Our Create Dance groups are 

also back to their regular workshop programme.  

Our dance artist in residence, Matt Szczerek and 

his close collaborator, Alessio Motta, are beginning 

their final 4 weeks of a 2 -year Residency.  The last 

3 weeks of same (November) will see them 

perform the piece they created, ɄMonstersɅ, in 

Dublin 15 Pri mary Schools.  

 

Our current Exhibition,Ʌ Unquiet Layers, works by 

Brigid FlanneryɅ opened on October 15th .  This 

Exhibition is over both Ground and First Floor 

galleries and is accompanied by a young peopleɅs 

engagement programme. The Opening Night was 

well attended by family, friends and professional 

colleagues of the artist and of Draíocht, including 

repres entation from our Board of Directors.  

 

James McLoughlin is into the third month of his 4 -

month residency in the ArtistɅs studio. 

 

Draíocht is 25 years old in 2026 and several events 

are being planned to mark the occasion.   The 

planning for an Open Call Exhibition of recent 

graduates (past 4 years) who are from and/or live 

in Fingal is underway with the call out for 

applicants going live in early November.  All artists 

selected to exhibit, will be paid a fee.  

Full details are available on www.draiocht.ie   
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The Seamus Ennis Arts Centre  

 

October was a busy month for The Seamus Ennis 

Arts Centre with our ongoing exhibition, music and 

art classes, singing sessions and slow sessions, 

plus special events for the Fingal Home of 

Halloween month.  

 

Home of Halloween  

 

The Home of Halloween  programme kicked off on 

October 5 th  with the Harvest Food Fair , featuring 

22 stands selling a variety of local fruit and veg, 

homemade bakes, artisan breads, farmhouse 

cheeses, jams and chutneys, kombucha, cordials, 

Italian products, chocolates, locally roasted coffee 

and much more. In addition we hosted a Herbs, 

Hexes and Halloween workshop  for adults with 

Denise Dunne exploring Samhain traditions and 

Irish Herbal Lore with 24 attendees (sold out), and 

four sold out childrenɅs cookery classes in 

conjunction with the Fingal Food Circle  (80 

attendees). Overall we had o ver 1100 attendees on 

the day.  

 

 
 

 

Over the midterm we hosted a variety of special 

Home of Halloween childrenɅs craft workshops 

(all sold out ɀ 72 participants in total), with animal 

sculpture in clay, fused glass creations, an owl log 

workshop and a dreamcatcher workshop. Our 

childrenɅs programme ended with the magical film, 

The Book of Kells  on October 30.  

 

 

http://www.draiocht.ie/


 

 

Rounding out the HoH month was a talk focused 

on Fourknocks, our local passage tomb entitled 

Death in the Neolithic  on October 24 ɀ sold out 

(92 attendees), an Irish language horror film, An 

Taibhse  (The Ghost) on October 30, and finishing 

up with a talk and whiskey tasting night Uisce 

Beatha ɀ Monks, Moonshine and Mythical 

Mashbills  with Rosi Goswell and Garry Quinn.  

 

 
 

Music  

   

We commenced a new series this month, The Pure 

Drop,  which will showcase the very essence of 

traditional Irish music. We kicked off on October 3 

with a captivating performance by Noel Hill and 

Paddy Glackin (71 attendees). This was followed on 

October 11 by Tara Breen, Padraig Rynne and Jim 

Murray (48 atten dees) and on October 17, Ye 

Vagabonds (90 attendees ɀ sold out).  

 

Within our traditional music programme, we had 

the Céilí Beag  with 16 parents and toddlers being 

introduced to a different traditional instrument 

each week . We had 8 people for  The Pop Up 

Gaeltacht  join us before the Singing Sessions  (17 

in person, 17 online) and the Slow Sessions  (16 in 

person, 29 online) continued to support both 

learners and those more experienced in engaging 

with the Irish language, instruments and song.  

 

October saw the start of a new slow session for 

younger musicians ( Sessiún Óige ) with 14 

attendees (ages 8 to 15), working this month with 

Gléas Traditional Music Ensemble from 

Balbriggan.  
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Theatre, Cinema & Comedy   

 

Sinead Culbert , one of the Dirtbirds, supported by 

Sharon Mannion, was a big hit at the centre, with a 

sold out raucous show (92 attendees) on October 

10. 

In Cinema, we showed Dutch/French film The Last 

Journey  (31 attendees) as well as other films 

mentioned above.  

 

Visual Arts  

 

We had one adult  craft workshop  this month ɀ 

Fused Glass with Eddie Byrne (10 participants) ɀ 

creating lanterns out of coloured glass.  

Our current exhibition , ɄFine PointɅ by Gillian 

Cullen, runs until November 20. The exhibition 

features a series of intricate, detailed drawings 

paying homage to the enduring art of the pencil.  

 

Libraries  

 

Write Time Festival  

 
 

The Write Time Festival, Fingal LibrariesɅ annual 

celebration of creative writing and literature is now 

in its 10th year. Once again this November, we are 

delighted to welcome an outstanding group of 

writers to take part, discuss their work and engage 

peop le in creative activities in their communities. 

Author talks and expert -led workshops will take 

place in library branches. There will be discussions 

on Irish crime fiction and how to make a living as a 

writer. Workshops will explore the process of 

writing and give aspiring writers tips on taking 

inspiration from the world around them and 

improving their craft.  



 

 

A showcase of author talks will take place in the 

Carnegie Free Library, Swords, on Saturday 15th 

and Sunday 16th November. Curated by 

Balbriggan author Kevin Curran, the weekend will 

feature conversations with renowned authors 

such as Kevin Barry, Joseph OɅConnor, Cecelia 

Ahern, Lisa McInerney and many more. There will 

be panel discussions on the challenges faced by 

debut authors and on what happens in the editing 

process between writing a book and seeing it on 

shelves. The range of free events at the Writ e Time 

will give readers the opportunity of meeting some 

of their favourite authors to find out what inspires 

them. Whether youɅre a reader or a writer, a poet 

or a playwright, a novice or a wordsmith, thereɅs 

something for all book lovers at the Write Tim e 

festiva l. 
 

Home of Halloween  

 
Fingal Libraries programmed a variety of free, 

family -friendly events and workshops, across all 

library branches as part of the Ireland Home of 

Halloween initiative. The Halloween programme 

included fun monster mask making and pumpkin 

collage workshops, sp ooky story sessions from 

renowned storytellers, author visits, creative 

writing workshops, family movie screenings, and 

Halloween crafts.  

 

Makerspace Programme  

 

 

A full programme of hands -on workshops for 

adults, teens and children is taking place at the 

Makerspace in Blanchardstown Library 

throughout the winter months.  Fingal Makerspace 

is a place where people come together to learn 

new skills, share ideas, collaborate on projects and 

access equipment such as 3D printers and laser 

cutters.  
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Upcoming workshops in November  include an 

introduction to sewing machines aimed at adults 

who want to learn to sew but donɅt know where to 

start. Also, for adults there will be a hands -on 

workshop where attendees will learn to design and 

print their own tote bag. A textile and sewing 

meetup for teens provides a space for young 

creatives to explore and enhance their skills. 

Introduction to 3D printing workshop s will teach 

children and teens the fundamentals of designing 

and printing their own 3D creations. All these 

workshops offer participants great ways of 

combining creativity, technology, and problem -

solving in fun, practical sessions.  

 

Fingal Inclusion Week  

 

Fingal Libraries has organised events to celebrate 

Fingal Inclusion week which takes place between 

17th - 23rd November. At Balbriggan Library, 

author and educator Oein DeBháirdúin will share 

his passion for the stories and folklore rooted in 

the Traveller  oral tradition.  

The Balbriggan Traveller Project will provide a 

unique opportunity for people to learn how to 

create a piece of traditional copper art. For 

children, there will be a fun, inclusive story time 

using the spoken word and Lámh signs. Fingal 

Libraries will invi te ASD units from local schools in 

Balbriggan and Blanchardstown to sensory hour at 

the library. A class of school children will explore 

how to create inclusive communities in a ɄShow 

Racism the Red CardɅ workshop in Blanchardstown 

Library.  

'Sharing Songs...Unforgettable Voices': A 

Shared Island Community Arts Collaboration 

Project  
 

 
 

 



 

 

On Thursday, 14th November, the Creative Fingal 

team will attend the Creative Ireland Shared Island 

Conference in Croke Park, where the two choirs 

involved in Creative FingalɅs Shared ϥsland project 

ɈSharing SongsɎUnforgettable Voicesɉ will 

perform for Taoiseach, Micheál Martin. This 

inspiring two -year project is an all -island creative 

partnership established between the Forget -Me-

Nots Choir based in  Baldoyle, North Dublin, This Is 

Me Choir from Larne, and Community Arts 

Partnership ɄCAPɅ in Belfast. Connections with choir 

members North and South are created through 

shared creative learning and public performances 

in both communities. The project is d ue to 

conclude with a Gala performance in Stormont 

Buildings, Belfast, at the end of February 2026.  

 

 

Fingal Festival of History 2025  
 

 
 

Fingal Libraries ninth annual Festival of History 

took place from Monday 29th September to 

Saturday 11th October in conjunction with the 

Dublin Festival of History. This year the 

programme consisted of 12 talks throughout 

library branches and a guided tour  of St. MaryɅs 

Church and Graveyard in Clonsilla. Topics covered 

included the History of Loreto Convent Balbriggan; 

Luttrelstown Castle; ϥrelandɅs space exploration; 

the use of DNA in family history research; and 

culinary experiences at Newbridge House.  
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Presentations by well -known names such as Flor 

McCarthy, Turtle Bunbury and Myles Dungan drew 

sizeable and appreciative audiences. History at the 

Library Day took place on Saturday 4th October in 

the Carnegie Free Library in Swords. The talks 

covered the C arnegie Library itself and the role it 

played in SwordsɅ life, Gentours Holiday Camp in 

Skerries, the use of DNA in family history research 

and the last Theatre Royal, Dublin. The Theatre 

Royal talk included recordings of music and film 

from bygone years, with past ushers, usherettes 

and Royallettes (resident dance troupe) in the 

audience. The content of the talks, the speakers 

and the convivial surroundings made for an 

excellent and very well attended day.  

 

Economic Development  

 

Fingal Skills Strategy Update ɀ November  2025 

  

 
      

¶ Fingal Skills Strategy Implementation 

Group Meeting is scheduled for 25 th  

November 2025.  

¶ Fingal Skills Strategy sub -group meetings 

are scheduled for 10 th  ɀ 20th  November 

2025.  

¶ Inaugural Fingal Skills Summit is scheduled 

for 18 th  November 2025 in Riasc Centre, 

Feltrim Road, Swords  

¶ Review proposals for Neuro -Inclusion Pilot 

with stakeholders for 2026  

  

Xplore Your Future Fingal TY Skills Expo ɀ 

Update ɀ November 2025  

¶ Date: 14 th  October  

¶ Venue: The Helix, DCU 

This interactive event is designed to help Fingal TY 

students explore potential future career 

possibilities.  



 

 

 

This year's Expo was huge success with positive  

feedback from both teachers and students. This 

year had the largest number of attendees yet with 

over 2,500 students from 22 schools across Fingal 

and c. 80 exhibitors attended the Expo.  

  

Xplore Your Future Competition - Student Skills 

Competition (Construction, Transport & 

Logistics)   

 

 
  

¶ Invitations to enter competition issued to 

36 secondary schools in Fingal Region.  

¶ Closing date for entries: 19 th  December 

2025. 

¶ Focus:  To build awareness of the wide 

variety of careers and job opportunities in 

specific industry sectors.  

¶ Aramark and Glenveagh are partnering 

with FCC to support students with their 

entries.  

¶ Categories: Senior Category and Junior 

Category,  

   

Further details are available here:  

Student Skills Competition 2025 | Fingal County 

Council  

 

 

Page 13 

Interreg Skyla Project ɀ Update ɀ November  

2025 

  
  

¶ The team attended a project meeting held 

in Bialystok (Poland) from 30 th  September 

to 1 st October.  

¶ We reviewed implementation of policy 

improvement and Identification of 

indicators to measure and monitor 

effectiveness of policy Improvements.  

¶ Liaised with partners & key stakeholders 

on good practices.  

¶ The team are currently working on the 

project and policy improvement reporting 

documents for semester 5 of the SKYLA 

project.  

  

URBACTɀEcoCore ɀ Update ɀ November  2025 

 

   
  

¶ The final EcoCore transnational city visit 

took place in September in Dubrovnik 

(Croatia). 

¶ BalbrigganɅs ϥAP (ϥntegrated Action Plan) 

document has been finalised and 

presented to partners.  

¶ IAP launch  event scheduled for 10 th  

December 2025 in the Bracken court Hotel, 

Balbriggan.  

 

 
 

https://www.fingal.ie/student-skills-competition-2025
https://www.fingal.ie/student-skills-competition-2025


 

 

¶ The EcoCore podcast has been launched, 

and all episodes are available to listen on 

Omny, Apple  Podcasts & Spotify.  

¶ Focus: the successes, challenges, and 

learnings of project partners throughout 

the URBACT EcoCore journey.  

 
Podcast episodes available to listen here: EcoCore 
Podcast clips - Omny.fm 

 
 

 
  

Sustainable Fingal - Update ɀ November  2025 

  

  
¶ Consultants appointed to develop the 

Future Fingal: Fingal Sustainability 

Strategy.  

¶ Consultants are presenting a draft of the 

Sustainability Strategy during the 

November Climate Action and Economic 

Development SPC meetings.  

¶ Sustainability stakeholder engagement 

sessions are scheduled for November and 

December with the internal Fingal County 

Council team, Business Stakeholders, 

community groups and the Councillors.  
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Circular Cities - Update ɀ November  2025 

 
¶ Ongoing engagement on CCRI Community 

of Practice  

¶ Feasibility study from EcoCore Hackathon 

in progress on a Circular Hub and Digital 

Platform for the Balbriggan area.  

 

LOCAL AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT 

 

 
 

 

Fingal LCDC  

 

¶ Next LCDC Meeting: 16 th  December 2025  

¶ Healthy Ireland & LECP: Ongoing 

implementation and review  

 

 

 

SICAP Update  

 

¶ Budget 2025: ɚ1.57M + ɚ425,000 for New 

Arrivals.  

¶ Mid -Year Review: Annual Plan and 

Programme of works presented and 

approved by Committee.  

¶ SICAP 2026 Annual Planning Process for 
setting KPI targets is now underway. 

 

LEADER Programme  Update  

¶ LAG Meeting: 16 th  October 2025  

¶ 9 projects approved  

¶ Applications currently open for Leader 

Funding: For rural individuals, businesses 

& community groups  

¶ Next LAG Meeting: 15 th  December 2025  

 

https://omny.fm/shows/ecocore-podcast
https://omny.fm/shows/ecocore-podcast


 

 

 
 

 

Local Enhancement Programme (LEP) 2025  

 

¶ Budget 2025: ɚ280,000 

¶ Funding Awarded: 92 Fingal community 

groups (announced 13th June 2025)  

¶ Additional Support: ɚ38,404 allocated for 

everyday costs (e.g. electricity, heating, 

insurance etc.)  

 

County Outdoor Recreation Plan (CORP)  

 

¶ Presented to Full Council April 2025, and 

approved  

¶ Submitted Plan to DRCDG April 2025  

 

Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme 

(ORIS) 

 

¶ Funding Secured: ɚ210,500 for 5 projects 

¶ Swim Shelters (ɚ40K each): Donabate, 

Rush, Skerries 

¶ Feasibility Studies:  

¶ Greenway (Balrothery to Ardgillan Park) ɀ 

ɚ40,500 

¶ Royal Canal ɄCanal QuarterɅ ɀ ɚ50,000 

¶ One Unsuccessful application:  Rush Play 

Trail  
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Additional ORIS Applications with DRCDG:  

 

An announcement regarding funding awards 

under Measure 2 and 3 is awaited from DRCDG. 

Fingal County Council applied for the following 

projects:  

 

¶ Fingal Camino (Measure 2)  

¶ Balbriggan Boathouse & Bathhouse 

upgrades (Measure 3)  

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Healthy Steps  

¶ 4 GP Referral walks in Balbriggan, Donabate, 

Millennium Park and Mulhuddart  running until 

end of November .  

¶ New Mulhuddart route up and running  

¶ Developed By Healthy Fingal and Fingal Active 

Travel and supported by the HSE  

¶ Linking participants to free indoor activities 

developed by the sports office for the 

Autumn/Winter period.  

 

 
 



 

 

 
 

Taking Heads - LetɅs Talk About Suicide  

 

¶ A Healthy Fingal, HSE & CYPSC partnership 

in suicide prevention.  
¶ Barbers complete free online LetɅs Talk 

About Suicide training.  

¶ Making barbershops around Fingal safe 

spaces for mental health conversations.  

 

Sailing into Wellness  

 

 
 
¶ Programme launched  in Howth, 

supporting addiction recovery through 

sailing.  

¶ Participants complete 4 days training over 

4 weeks  

¶ build  teamwork, confidence, and 

wellbeing while learning practical sailing 

skills. 

¶ Delivered in conjunction with the Drugs 

Task Force and Sailing into Wellness to 

promote health, resilience, and community 

connection.  
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LetɅs Play Rush Halloween Event 

 

 
 

¶ Halloween Event took place in Kenure 

Woods  

¶ Organised by the LetɅs Play Rush team Ɂ 

Rush Tidy Towns, Rush Community 

Council, 38th Rush Scout Group and 

supported by EETCD 

¶ Family friendly carnival games, face 

painting, and spooky activities in a lively, 

community -focused atmosphere.  

 

Community Recognition Fund (CRF) 2023  

 

¶ Funded by the DRCDG 

¶ Fingal allocated ɚ1,813,912 for 26 projects 

¶ Meeting with DRDCDG held in August to 

analyse submitted claims (ɚ1.6 million)  

¶ EETCD continues to submit drawdown 

claims as the projects reach completion.   

 

Community Recognition Fund (CRF) 2024  

 

Application Window 1 ɀ ɚ630K (Aug 2024) 

 

Projects:  

 

¶ Castleknock Community Centre 

Association CLG for demolition and 

rebuilding of the old credit union building  

¶ Accessible Transport Project CLG - Locallink 

Louth Meath Fingal for the purchase of a 

community bus  



 

 

¶ O'Dwyers GAA Club for the provision of 

wheelchair access and development of 

facilities  

¶ Hartstown Community Centre for the 

installation of new windows  

¶ Foroige - Coastal North Dublin for 

purchase of a mini -bus  

¶ Trinity Gaels GAA Club for pitch 

enhancement including drainage and 

surfacing  

¶ Phoenix Football Club for development of 

equipment storage facilities  

¶ Skerries Harps GAA and Camogie Club for 

LED floodlighting installation  

 

Application Window 2 ɀ ɚ596K (Feb 2025) 

Projects:  

 

¶ Donabate Portrane Community Centre - 

Safety and Accessibility Works  

¶ St Margaret's GAA Club Astroturf 

Installation  

¶ Baldoyle Forum - Fire Safety Upgrades  

¶ Corduff Resource Centre Fire Safety 

Upgrades  

¶ Blanchardstown Centre for Independent 

Living- Electric Wheelchair Accessible Van  

¶ Phibblestown Community Centre Astroturf 

Resurfacing  

¶ O'Dwyers GAA Club, Balbriggan - Supply 

and Installation of Perimeter Fencing  

 

 

Application Window 3 ɀ ɚ309K (June 2025) 

Projects:  

 

¶ Irish Institute of Music & Song, Balbriggan 

ɀ Enhancement of facilities and equipment 

purchase  

¶ Corduff Sports Centre ɀ Refurbishment 

works  

¶ Huntstown Community Centre ɀ Window 

upgrades  

¶ Lusk's Forgotten Laneway ɀ Upgrade and 

installation works  

¶ Swords Celtic Football Club ɀ All-weather 

astro pitch conversion . 
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ENTERPRISE CENTRES 

 

 
 

Following an agreement by the Boards of Directors 

of BASE, Beat and Drinan Enterprise Centres to 

consolidate the management of all three centres, 

the Council has now formed a new legal entity 

Ɉϥnnovate Fingalɉ to drive innovation and focus on 

the strategic  development of the 3 Enterprise 

Centres.  The Council approved the lease of BASE 

and Drinan Enterprise Centres to Innovate Fingal 

at the April Council Meeting. An official launch 

event for Innovate Fingal will be scheduled in Q4 

2025.   

 

All three Enterprise Centres have space available to 

start -up businesses and businesses/individuals 

who wish to avail of remote working options and 

facilities. Bespoke options or generic office fitouts 

can be considered. Occupancy rates at the 

CouncilɅs three enterprise centres are all over 90%. 

The three Enterprise Centres currently support 65 

businesses and over 320 direct jobs.  

 

TOWN REGENERATION OFFICE 

 

Our Balbriggan 2019 ɀ 2030 Rejuvenation Plan ɀ 

A Socio-Economic Strategy  

 

The Our Balbriggan Programme Office continues 

to support the governance of the Balbriggan 

Leadership Group responsible for the 

implementation of the Balbriggan Socio -Economic 

plan 2025 ɀ 2030.  Four multi -stakeholder pillar 

groups meet periodically, to pro gress 

opportunities around Economic Development, 

Education, Skills & Employment, Community 

Development and Sustainability, Climate Action 

and Bio -diversity.  The Public Realm Pillar is chaired 

by the County Architect and reports directly to the 

Chief Executive, a nominated Pillar Chairperson 

provides a report to the Leadership Group at each 

meeting.  

 



 

 

 
The Balbriggan Leadership Group,  is 

independently chaired by Dr. David Begg and 

provides stewardship and oversight  of the 

implementation of the Balbriggan Socio Economic 

plan 2024 ɀ 2030. 

 

The Leadership Group meets four times a year to 

review progress and challenges of its four Pillar 

Groups and to receive updates from its Pillar 

Chairs and a detailed update on the Urban 

Regeneration Development Fund Programme.  

Membership comprises the fiv e Balbriggan locally 

elected councillors and senior representatives 

from the Public Sector and Local and Community 

Development stakeholders.  

 

 
 

A plenary session for members of the Balbriggan 

Leadership group and Pillar members has been 

scheduled for 3rd December. The purpose of the 

session is to mark the successful renewal and 

adoption of the Our Balbriggan Plan 2025 ɀ 2030.  
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The plenary will provide an update on Town 

Rejuvenation projects, and an opportunity to 

network, share learnings and opportunities for 

collaboration.  

 

 
The Leadership Group met last on October 30 th  

and members were provided with a detailed 

presentation on the De Bruns site by the 

Integrated Design Team (IDT), McCullough Mulvin 

Architects, the meeting was proceeded by a 

workshop in the Hub where members engaged 

directly with the IDT.  

 

The Council appointed contractor John Craddock 

Ltd on the redevelopment of the Quay Street, 

Harbour & Environs area in Q2 2024.  Work is due 

to be substantially completed in Spring 2026.   

Work continues to progress well across key 

elements of the Quay Street & Harbour site.  

 

 
Phase 4 works are underway with the heritage 

restoration of the RNLI Boathouse building 

continuing and work is progressing  on the slating  

of the roof. The new public toilets, harbour pavilion 

buildings and kiosks are progressing well. The 

Harbour Pavillion buildings, RNLI Boathouse and 

adjoining Kiosk and Public Toilet are due to be 

completed by December 2025.  It is intended the 

buildings will be operational in Q2 2026.  

 



 

 

Further works in this phase will incorporate the 

completion of 2 pedestrian bridges, and ongoing 

construction of exposed aggregate finish at the 

Plaza area. 

   

 

 
Tender documentation to appoint a contractor for 

the redevelopment of 2 -4 Dublin Street were 

published on October 24 th, with tender 

submissions due back by November 28 th.  The 

property and adjoining commercial unit  are set  to  

be transformed into a new Creative Hub with 8  

workspaces at 2 D ublin Street and an ancillary 

connected space at 4 Dublin Street which will 

support STEAM education, digital learning, training 

and enterprise activities supported by Fingal Arts 

Office & local stakeholders. Planning permission 

was granted at Council in October 2023.  
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An Integrated Design Team, McCullough Mulvin 

Architects, have been appointed for the DeBruns 

site and are progressing work on design options 

based on best possible uses and site constraints. 

Stakeholder engagement sessions with local 

community, civic and b usiness groups, and 

neighbouring properties were completed, insights 

gained have been incorporated into a pre -design 

report.  Options contained in the report have 

undergone preliminary scrutiny, based on scheme 

objectives and financial and economic viabili ty and 

a preferred option is emerging.  It is intended to 

proceed to a Part 8 planning public consultation 

process in 2026.  

 

A Feasibility Study for a Swim Platform has been 

completed by Langan Consulting (Marine) 

Engineers, the Programme Office are reviewing the 

proposed options and costs before progressing 

next steps.  

 

An Internal Project Team has been established 

from the Town Regeneration Office, Our 

Balbriggan Programme Office and FCC Architects  

to progress the Boathouse and Bathhouse project.  

Based on the current programme, a public 

planning process is likely to commence in Q1 2026 

with construction commencing in late 2026 

allowing completion of the project in Q3 2027.  

 

 
 

 



 

 

Our Balbriggan Programme Office continue to 

work with Operations on a programme of works to 

enhance spaces for young people. Three locations 

have been completed in Millpond, Bremore and 

Charlie Moore Parks.  

 

Following the publication of a Draft Open Spaces 

Scheme for Balbriggan, ChieftanɅs Drive / 

Moylaragh Road on Consult.ie in June, and a 

presentation to the Balbriggan ACM in September  

installation will commence Q4 2025 ɀ Q1 2026 and 

include a Half MUGA, an d other outdoor 

enhancements including seating.  

 

The Our Balbriggan Office continues to generate 

regular and unique content across all social media 

channels, Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, LinkedIn 

with over 13,500+ followers across its 5 social 

media channels.  

 

 
 

Town Centre First ɀ Lusk  

 

Following the completion of the Lusk for Life Plan, 

two applications for Project Development Measure 

funding were submitted to the Department of 

Rural and Community Development for their 

consideration and both projects were approved 

for funding.  

 

These projects were identified in the Lusk Town 

Centre First Plan and include measures to develop 

appropriate facilities in LuskɅs Central Parks and 

the feasibility of a farmers' market for Lusk.  

 

A feasibility study examining possible locations for 

the creation of a farmersɅ market has now been 

completed by an appointed consultant, and its 

recommendations are being examined by the 

Town Regeneration team.  A consultant has also 

been appointed to examine options for the re -

development of parks to maximise their public 

amenity usage at specific locations in Lusk.  
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A public consultation took place in the Lusk 

Community Cultural Centre on 24 th  October to 

gather ideas from residents of Lusk for potential 

public amenity uses of these locations, with further 

consultations expected soon. A community 

engagement survey was also launched on 24 

October, which will run until 07 November in order 

to give as many residents and community groups 

as possible in Lusk the chance to have their say. It 

is envisaged that, when enhanced, these locations 

within Lusk will contribute signifi cantly to the 

vibrancy and social cohesion of the town.  

 

A meeting of the outgoing Town Team for Lusk 

took place on 02 October, where further progress 

was made towards agreeing the process for 

creating a new town team. A Community Forum 

will be launched soon, from which attendees will 

be asked to put forward rep resentatives to  

participate in the new Town Team.  

 

 
 

 
 
 



 

 

Town Centre First ɀ Balrothery  

 

The new Balrothery Town Team is now established 

and focussed on implementing the new Town 

Centre First Health Check document.  

 

In addition, the new Town Centre First Health 

Check plan has also been completed and is 

scheduled to be launched by the Mayor of Fingal 

on 06 November at the Heritage Centre, 

Balrothery.  

This plan will focus on the actions identified by the 

residential and business communities of 

Balrothery, and will assist the new town team in 

accessing government funding.  

The launch event will be a key opportunity to 

promote the plan, and to sincerely thank all those 

who participated in the capacity building process 

in Balrothery over the past number of months. The 

Town Regeneration Office looks forward to 

continued collabo ration with the Balrothery Town 

Team to ensure that the objectives of the Town 

Centre First Health Check document are 

implemented.  

 

 
 

Town Centre First ɀ Ballyboughal  

 

BallyboughalɅs new Town team has been 

established, and the new Town Centre First Health 

Check Plan for Ballyboughal is completed.  

 

The document will be launched by Mayor of Fingal 

on 11th November.  
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This is the culmination of many months of hard 

work and dedication from members of the 

community. It contains actions and objectives 

which the new town team have identified, and 

these actions will have a pivotal impact in creating 

a village which better ca ters for all of its residents 

and businesses. The launch event will create public 

awareness of the document and the new town 

team. The existence of such a plan will also enable 

the town team to apply for government funding to 

aid with the completion of the ir projects.  

 

The Town Regeneration office looks forward to 

working closely with the new town team to help  

deliver key enhancements for the people of 

Ballyboughal.  

 

 
 

Town Centre First ɀ Donabate  

 

Donabate is the third Fingal town this year to 

complete a Town Centre First Health Check .  

 

A launch event took place in the Parish Hall, 

Donabate on 07th October, where the Mayor of 

Fingal launched the Town Centre First Health 

Check document for the town. The event was  

attended by members of the new Town Team, 

officials from Fingal, and many lo cals who 

contributed to the capacity building process 

throughout the year. This plan will benefit the new 

Town Team in helping them to address actions 

identified during the capacity building process and 

provide a mechanism to apply for government 

funding.  

 



 

 

The Town Regeneration Office looks forward to 

working closely with the new Town Team in the 

months and years ahead and wishes to sincerely 

thank all those who participated in the process.  

 

 
 

Town Centre First ɀ Rush  

 

Throughout 2025 the Town Regeneration Office 

conducted a series of capacity building meetings in 

Rush with a view to establishing a new Town Team. 

During these workshops a consultant assisted 

members of the residential and business 

communities to identify key actions that they 

would like to implement to improve the 

functionality and vibrancy of their town.  The Town 

Regeneration Office also appointed a second town 

planning consultant to create a new Town Centre 

First Plan for Rush.  

 

Intensive work has taken place on both of these 

projects throughout the year, and the Town 

Regeneration Office is now pleased to confirm that 

a new Town Team has been appointed for Rush, 

and a new Town Centre First plan for the town has 

also been created.  The inaugural meeting of the 

new Town Team will take place in early November, 

during which it is expected that the new Town Plan 

will be officially adopted by the team.  
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Town & Village Renewal Schemes  

 

The Town Regeneration Office is currently 

facilitating two approved projects under the Town 

& Village Renewal Scheme from 2023.  

A Phase 4 development of Floraville Park in 

Skerries (ɚ55,800) and upgrades to the Rush 

Community Centre (ɚ64,350) have been approved 

by the Department of Rural and Community 

Development. Work has recently been completed 

on Rush Community Centre. The finishing touches 

are also currently being applied on the Skerries 

project.  

 

A new call for projects in 2025 was announced by 

the Department of Rural and Community 

Development and the Gaeltacht (D.R.C.D.G) in 

March. The Town Regeneration Office sought and 

received Expressions of Interests from a wide 

variety of internal and externa l stakeholder groups 

by the closing date of 13 June 2025.   

 

Five applications which best met the eligibility 

requirements of the scheme have been selected 

and submitted by Fingal County Council to the 

Department of Rural and Community 

Development & The Gaeltacht totalling ɚ1,035,450. 

The Town Regeneration Office ex pects to receive a 

response on these applications from the 

department in the coming months.  

 

 
 

Streetscape Enhancement Scheme 2024  

 

In the most recent Streetscape Enhancement 

Scheme, nine applications were approved for 

funding totalling ɚ12,635.28 for a variety of works 

including painting, green enhancement, and 

signage improvement.  

 

 



 

 

This scheme has now concluded, and options for a 

new scheme are being explored.  

 

 
 

Derelict Sites  

 

145 statutory notices have issued to owners of 

Derelict properties under the Derelict Sites Act 

1990 since the start of 2025 resulting in a further 

16 derelict properties being added to the Derelict 

Sites Register. This brings the total number of 

propertie s on the Register to 30.  

 

 
 

There have  been a total of 221 inspections carried 

out year to date in 2025 through referrals from 

members of the public and through the activity of 

the Derelict Sites team.  
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The Derelict Sites team continues to focus on 

engagement with the owners of these derelict sites 

and will continue identifying further derelict sites 

across the county.  

 

The Town Regeneration Office actively encourages 

the reporting of potential derelict sites. Referrals 

can be made by accessing the Report Form on 

Fingal County CouncilɅs public website and 

emailing the completed form to 

derelictsites@fingal.ie  

 

 

Local Enterprise Office  

 

LEO Fingal provides a broad suite of support 

services to stimulate enterprise and enable small 

businesses to succeed.    
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National WomenɅs Enterprise Day (NWED)  

 

 

Fingal businesswomen came out in force for this 

year's National Women's Enterprise Day on 

Thursday, October 16th, at the Radisson Blu Royal 

Hotel on Golden Lane. Organised by the Local 

Enterprise Offices in the Dublin region, ϥrelandɅs 

flagship event for w omen in business was officially 

opened by Minister for Enterprise, Tourism and 

Employment Mr Peter Burke TD. More than 300 

female founders and business leaders gathered 

from throughout the Dublin region to network, 

learn and be inspired by a stellar line u p to 

speakers and panellists.  

Cuty Gupta, founder of Cozmotech and winner of 

the Dublin Regional Enterprise Award 2025 

represented Fingal as this yearɅs Ambassador. Her 

journey and achievements exemplify the spirit of 

innovation and resilience that National WomenɅs 

Enterprise Day champ ions.  

 

Fingal Business Network  

Innovating in an Age of Chaos ɀ Fingal Business 

Network with Mark Little  

The next Fingal Business Network Event: 

Ɉϥnnovating in an Age of Chaosɉ with renowned 

journalist, entrepreneur and innovation expert 

Mark Little, journalist, founder of Storyful and 

Kinzen, and leader in the global tech and media 

landscape, will take place  on Friday 5 th  December 

in The Grand Hotel, Malahide.  
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This engaging event will feature practical lessons 

and fresh perspectives on leadership, adaptability, 

and creativity in business and as always, the Fingal 

Business Network provides a valuable opportunity 

to connect with fellow business owners, 

entrepreneu rs, and leaders and share experiences 

and ideas over refreshments and networking 

sessions. 

Student Enterprise Programme ɀ Xplore TY 

Expo in the Helix  

  

 
 

LEO Fingal was busy promoting the option to ɈBe 

Your Own Bossɉ at the Xplore Your Future TY Skills 

Expo at The Helix on 14 October, where over 2,500 

TY students and 250 teachers brought incredible 

energy, curiosity, and creativity.  

 

On the ground floor, information on the Student 

Enterprise Programme (SEP) was provided, giving 

students the chance to start a real business while 

still in school. From gaining hands -on experience 

in marketing, finance and teamwork, to the 

opportunity to c ompete in the Fingal County Final 

and the National Final in May 2026, SEP offers a 

powerful springboard for young entrepreneurs.  

With exciting prizes from Keoghs, Simtech Aviation, 

One4All, Blanchardstown Centre, and a trip to 

Barcelona for the Senior winner, there was huge 

interest among students and teachers alike.  

 

 



 

 

Many students also asked about the Local 

Enterprise Office and what supports are available 

after school ɀ demonstrating their keen interest in 

entrepreneurship at an early age.  

 

Fingal Business Supports Briefing   

 

   

On October 8 th , LEO Fingal hosted the monthly 

Business Supports Briefing. The online event 

attracted 144 registrants and received highly 

positive feedback. Attendees had the opportunity 

to engage directly with the LEO team through an 

open Q&A session.  

 

The next Online Business Supports Briefing is 

scheduled for November 5 th . The October session 

saw strong participation from local business 

owners, who benefited from expert advice on 

training, mentorship, and grant opportunities.  

 

Interest continues to grow in Business Advice 

Clinics, Start Your Own Business Courses, and 

Grant Application Workshops. The upcoming 

briefing will offer even more chances to access 

these valuable supports. As before, the LEO Fingal 

team will provide live Q&A sessions and one -on-

one consultations to help participants take the 

next step in their business journey.  

 

Food Sectoral Supports    

  

 
 

Dublin Food Chain is a food business networking 

platform run by the four LEOs in the Dublin region. 

Four Fingal food producers engaged on an export 

visit to Belfast along with four food producers from 

each of the other three Dublin LEO areas.  
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The visit on 23rd October included meet the buyer 

visits to HendersonɅs foodservice, Sawers Retail 

outlet, a Northern Ireland retail distributor and a 

talk with a chef, as well as visiting one of the big 

four supermarkets. The aim of the trip was to 

encour age the first steps to export for some of our 

local food businesses.  The Dublin Food Chain 

continues to run many other networking and 

educational events for food businesses across the 

Dublin Region including Food Starter, the Digital 

School of Food and Fo od Academy.  

 

Evaluations and Approvals Committee     

 

The Evaluation and Approvals Committee (EVAC) 

has approved 36 projects for total funding Year to 

Date of ɚ662,346 across Business Feasibility, 

Priming and Expansion Grants. The next EVAC 

meeting will be held online on the 12th of 

November 2025.    

 

 

Management Development   

 

 
 

The Leadership for Business Acceleration 

programme is currently underway with 

participants from Fingal and Dublin City LEOɅs 

learning about new ways to expand and grow their 

businesses. This programme has proven to be 

invaluable to the previous cohorts and  has 

resulted in tangible growth, increased 

employment and greater ambition. The current 

programme will complete the learning sessions in 

November and their Business plans will need to be 

completed by Mid January. LEO Fingal and LEO 

Dublin City will run fu rther Leadership for Business 

Acceleration programs in 2026 and expressions of 

interest links are open for any interested parties.  

 

 

 



 

 

Sustainability Supports    

  

       
 

The Local Enterprise Office (LEO) provides 

expertise and incentives to enable small 

businesses to reduce their carbon footprint and 

become more sustainable. The Local Enterprise 

Office has delivered the Green for Business 

programme to 35 Fingal based businesses Year to 

date which then allows the businesses to apply for 

the Energy Efficiency Grant if eligible. The Energy 

Efficiency Grant provides funding of up to a 

maximum of ɚ10,000 and 75% of eligible costs, to 

enable small businesses to acquire energy efficient 

equipment and processes. To apply, businesses 

need to be operating from  a commercial premises, 

be solvent and operating within Fingal for at least 

six months.  

 

This year has seen an increase in interest in this 

scheme with enquiries coming from across several 

sectors. 13 companies have been approved for 

grant assistance under this scheme year to date, 

with several businesses currently working on 

applications.  

 

Business Advice Clinics and Mentoring     

  

 
 

LEO Fingal provides one to one business support 

services through Business Advice Clinics and a 

Mentoring programme, both online and in person. 

These services are provided free of charge to small 

businesses and are extremely popular. The Fingal 

mentor panel  features 38 skilled and experienced 

mentors from a range of business backgrounds.  
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In 2025 year to date, 554 clients availed of one -to -

one appointments in Business Advice Clinics and 

278 clients have signed up for mentoring, with 

consistently high demand for this service among 

Fingal businesses.    

  

Business Loan scheme  

 

LEO Fingal provides a loan scheme through its 

partnership with Microfinance Ireland (MFI), with 

loans between ɚ5,000 and ɚ50,000 per approved 

applicant. LEO Fingal actively promotes the 

availability of finance to businesses that have 

difficulty raising fun ding from their bank. 

Applications are processed and assessed by LEO 

Fingal and submitted to MFI. Applications are 

eligible for a 1% reduced interest rate of 5.5% APR 

if submitted to and processed by the Local 

Enterprise Office.   So far this year 36 MFI lo an 

applications have been processed. Anyone 

applying for MFI through LEO Fingal will be 

supported by an expert mentor who guides 

applicants through the application process to help 

maximise their prospect of approval.    

 

Training and Events    

 

LEO Fingal continues to provide vital training to 

owner/managers with 2,879 participants year to 

date. Ten Start Your Own Business courses have 

been provided, with 118 participants year to date.  

 

Internationalisation and Export Development  

 

The new ɈMarket Explorer Grantɉ is available to 

small enterprises in the manufacturing and 

international trading sectors (with up to 50 

employees). The amount of the grant is 50% of 

eligible costs up to a maximum of ɚ10,000. The 

objective is to support the development of export -

oriented businesses by incentiv ising support to 

research and explore activities in new 

markets.   Eligible businesses can seek to explore 

either a new geographic market for an existing 

product/service or an existing geographic market 

for a new product/service.   LEO Fingal has 

approved si x applications for this grant year to 

date in the amount of ɚ44,000, with interest in the 

grant increasing and several businesses currently 

working on submissions.   



 

 

 
 
In addition to grant assistance, the LEO supports 

ambitious businesses on their export journey 

through the ɈGet Exportingɉ programme, run at 

national level throughout all 31 LEOs. Get 

Exporting is designed to support companies at 

every stage of their journ ey to achieve new export 

sales. Through the Export Development Pathway, 

the aim is to simplify the export journey for 

businesses and help build the knowledge, 

confidence and strategies needed to succeed in 

global markets. Get Exporting is a collaborative 

effort between the Local Enterprise Offices and 

Enterprise Ireland.   

 

Following recommendation based on an export 

readiness assessment 11 Fingal businesses were 

among the 120 nationally, progressing through the 

programme.   60 of these candidates (including 7 

Fingal businesses) are progressing to the Ʉϥn 

Market VisitɅ stage of the programme.   Those not 

progressing can still be considered at a future 

stage and in the meantime can avail of the support 

they need to develop their businesses from their 

Local Enterprise Office.    The next Get Exporting 

programme is due to launch ear ly 2026, with 

further information available in early November 

2025. 

 

Digital & Innovation Supports  

 

  
 The Grow Digital Voucher offers small and 

medium businesses with up to 50 employees 

financial support to embrace digital technology. 

Prior to applying for the voucher, businesses will 

receive expert digital consulting service completely 

free of charge in the LEOɅs ɉDigital for Businessɉ 

scheme.     
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Funding of up to ɚ5,000 to invest in software and 

training/IT configuration is available under the 

Grow Digital Voucher Scheme. LEO Fingal have 

approved 50 Digital for Business assignments year 

to date and have also approved 12 Grow Digital 

Vouchers total funding of ɚ31,353.  

 

LEO Fingal provides a regular Digital Boost 

Webinar to assist business in applying for both 

Digital for Business and Grow Digital Voucher and 

to help businesses thrive in this digital age. The 

next Digital Boost Webinar will be held on 

Thursday 13th Novemb er.  

 

 

Productivity & Competitiveness Supports   

 

 
 

Lean into working smarter, not harder!  

Lean For Business is designed to encourage clients 

to adopt Lean business principles in their 

organisations to increase performance and 

competitiveness. Lean is for all companies, 

regardless of sector ɀ not just for manufacturing 

companies.  

 

LEO Fingal supports approved clients with a 

consultant who use LEAN tools and techniques 

that help companies across the globe to address 

competitiveness issues within their businesses by 

building the capability of their people, to identify 

problems, improv e operations and create a more 

innovative organisation.  

 

Fifteen clients have been approved and are 

currently undertaking this programme in 2025. A 

free workshop will take place online on 6 th  

November and attendees will learn from LEAN 

consultants about ɈLean Thinking, & How Small 

Changes can have a Big ϥmpact!ɉ  
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Works Programme  

Donabate  

A new Swim shelter installed at Donabate beach as 

part of the POWs, which also included path & 

landscape improvement works around the new 

shelter. This project also received funding support 

via the ORIS funding scheme and now provides an 

accessible area for visitors to change or simply sit 

and view the sea.  
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Swords  

Before and after following leaf clearing at Ashley 

Estate, Swords. 

 

 

 



 

 

Burnt out bin replaced at Millers Glen, Swords.  

 

 

Before and after photos following the clearing of 

vegetation around bridges on Swords Underpass.  
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Before and after photos following ivy clearance 

from a wall in Lioscian, Swords.  

 

 

Before and after photos following leaf clearing in 

Rivervalley Park, Swords.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

A new pollinator planting scheme installed at the 

entrance to Ward River Valley park at 

Brackenstown Avenue. These works were done as 

part of the recent park upgrades involving the 

Learn to Cycle area. This the second phase of 

works after last yearɅs Tree planting project, with 

New bulb planting and wildflower areas to follow 

over the coming weeks. This project is being 

undertaken in collaboration with local residents.  

 

 

New Bicycle parking racks installed in Millers Glen 

park adjacent to the MUGA area. This project was 

initiated following a request by a young park user 

who regularly cycles to the park to use the facilities 

with friends and family.  
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New line markings installed in Ward River Valley 

Park and Broadmeadow linear park as part of 

collaboration with the respective Park run groups. 

This project was initiated by the long established 

WRV Pk Park run group and will also include the 

install of ti mber post directional markers to direct 

Park runners through the 5km and 2km (Junior) 

routes within the park. The project coincided with 

the inaugural Broadmeadow Linear Park park run 

with the newly launched group in late September . 

 

 
 
The cut and collection of meadow areas within the 

Rathbeale Archaeological Park in Swords which 

was undertaken by a combination of Operations 

staff and a contractor who is collecting the arisings. 

This method of management helps and promotes 

the establishment of more species diverse 

wildflower meadows.  

 

 
 
 
 



 

 

A new steel corral installed adjacent to the 

playground of Ward River park  on Brackenstown 

avenue. This install is part of a phased project to 

combat the potential access points for 

unauthorised vehicles entering the park. The corral 

has been designed to continue to accommodate 

those park users with mobility challenges, those 

with Buggies, and forms of cycling bikes also.  

 

 
 

 
 

Howth/ Malahide Area  

 

Malahide Demesne  

New Bicycle racks installed in the coach car park, 

Back rd. Malahide demesne.  

 

 

 

Page 31 

Pedestrian path installed adjacent to the playing 

pitches , Back Road end of Demesne.  

 

 
 

Preparation work for new pedestrian pathway . 

 
 

Finished surface on new pedestrian path.  

 
 

 

 



 

 

9 hole 3 par Golf course Malahide Demesne  

Extension and improvement works on Golf Tees.  

 
 

 
Work underway to e xtend the TeeɅs on the golf 

course, Malahide Demesne.  

 

Tree works - Malahide Demesne  
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Playing pitches, Bridgefield  below  

 
Spreading of sand to aid the aeration and drainage 

of the soil for the playing pitches.  

 

Roads / Footpaths ɀ Howth/Malahide  

Depot  Works  

The Howth Malahide Crew continue to replace 

defective concrete footpaths and kerb lines ahead 

of road resurfacing.  

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



 

 

Roads Program of Works  

The Contractor has completed  all section s of 

resurfacing of the cycle lane  with t ar. 

 

 
 

Storm Amy ɀ  

This storm brought severe winds between Friday 

10th  to Saturday 11 th  October.  We experienced 

fallen trees, branches and road/path blockages 

due to debris during the 17  hour storm period.   

Photos below of the w ork carried out by the 

How/Mal team dealing with fallen trees & 

removing debris.   

 

 
    

    
How/Mal staff clearing fallen trees and debris 

during storm Amy 
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Cleansing, Beaches and Toilets  

Deployment of flood defence barriers at Sutton 

Strand in advance of Storm Amy.  

 

 

 
 

 
Flood barrier in place  above.  



 

 

 
Removal of temporary bins  at the Green, 

Malahide & installation of new permanent bins.  

 
 

Work being carried out to remediate grave 

subsidence at Balgriffin Burial grounds   
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Malahide Parks & Open Spaces  

Storm damage in Sutton woods/Redrock. S.A.A.O 

& S.A.C 

 

 
 

 
 

Malahide Tidy Towns   

 

New planter installed at open space by Grand 

Hotel , Malahide.  

 

 

 

 
 

Howth Malahide team preparing vehicles for the 

winter gritting season.  

 


