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Chi ef Executi veAs

| hope you enjoyed the summer break and got to enjoy all
that Fingal has to offer. Our parks, beaches and harbours as
well as our heritage properties are always popular choices
for visitors looking to enjoy a day out and were particularly
busy over the la st couple of months. Maintaining our
outdoor spaces and visitor attractions to excellent
standards is something we take pride in and | was very
pleased that Skerries and Portmarnock beaches were
awarded the highest ranking in the latest IBAL (Irish
Business Against Litter) Report. The report noted that
Portmarnock deserved a

Uspeci a

For e V\,;\cpopcsﬁt as Gaeilge was also produced featuring some

Fingal staff and what Heritage means to them.
Performances from the Fingal Mummers in Ballyboughal,
Create your own Castle in Ardgillan Castle and genealogy
workshops in Swords made up some of the 50 ev  ents which
were well attended and really captured the essence of the
week.

I am very pleased that Fingal County Council has been

shortlisted in several

Local Government Awards. This year, Chambers Ireland

received a record number of applications for these awards,
ith Fingal rec ivin nominations for the following:

[l el e pedollowing

?}except tonall y freshiy presented ?wthMaP}lmfeé?éegT?odl—Ee&\j/al (Festlvalof(%heéeal)
inspectors said there are 3exce P acl |_‘

. . . . romotion of Affordable Housing scheme

disposal and clearly marked recycling bi ns/clothing (Comm nications)

donation unitsj Unspectors alSOrFlngaI portspFes{lvaI(Ffeéith&flv(lellbeleference

to the Skerries Beach Toy Library - Borrow, Play Return,
describing it as a 3lovely
throughout i the area includi
Trail; Skerries Islands; Active Travel 'Cycling without Age,
Skerries'; 'Safari in
positive report on Portmarnock Beach noted that it had
made a 3dramatic i mprovement;ij.
Jbased on t he iiee obgervadiover anlarlg |
stretch of beach / car park area / pathway, it would seem
that the council are very
was also praise for the availability of clean and well labelled
litter bins as well as mention of the exceptiona | cleanliness
of the walking paths leading to the beach noting their
bexcel | ent | wighrodextend ang thanks to the
Operations Department and the operational crews on the
ground who work diligently to ensure these areas of natural
beauty remain clean and safe for visitors  Our collaborations
with Tidy Towns groups and local volunteer groups have
also been instrumental in achieving such good results and |
also wish to extend my thanks to all involved.

ng

National Heritage Week took place from August 16 ™ z 24"
and was a truly enjoyable, educational and inspirational
week for those who took part .
our FoundationsA invited us

of our heritage from landscapes to buildings and traditional

skills to stories . Celebrating Fingal As
natural and cultural heritage, a huge number of events took
place across the county to promote awareness of our
heritage, thereby encouraging its conserva tion and
preservation. From architectural tours of Malahide Castle
and Newbridge House and walks through the historical
demesne of Kenure with Rush Tourism to braving the
elements with the coastal Eire 6 Howth Walk & Talk, there
was a varied and interesting programme which appealedt o
all ages and interests. Our native language is vibrant and
alive when spoken and a wonderful evening of Ceol, Craic
agus Gaeilge to celebrate our language was held in County
Hall Swords on Monday August 18th.

Skerries'

attent

IR iafiv
sl\t/Ieakstown &:ommunlty Céntre and Bloofh Eommunrty
aGr?réien (SRpJ>%rtglq Susgaln%blg gocmrr]nynj]tles) The
Lf\ with prewous ears the calibre . of subnhssmns is

extrémely hlgrh 2ty é/ %e sﬂortllsted |n%hese caltegorles isa
testament to the ongoing work we carry out across a range
of activities for the eoPIe of Flnlgal The avyards W ich are
spon/soered a by gﬁe Dep artment F Housmg, q_ocal
Government and Heritage, aim to acknowledge and
celebrate the work being carried out by Local Authorities all
over lIreland. On bebhalf of myself and the Executive
Management Team, | wish to congratulate our teams who
have demonstra ted such commitment and diligence
through their work on these projects and initiatives. The
awards take place on Thursday, November 27 ™ in the
Crowne Plaza Hotel, Northwood and | know you will join
with me in wishing our colleagues the very best of luck on
the night.

The best of the weather may be behind us but we still have
some fantastlc events to Iook forward to in the comlng

ths th Fifgs al Wlt the spect)aculara ualq:mga Festlvgl

Elre on ﬁg‘Ioween evening In Ioca ons r:g:ross Flngal
Chrls mas Tree Lighting events ChrstmasIMarketsand New
a\;e a rI%#es?rewor%s a(fl ahead o}) st 1 Iook forward to
bringing you more information on these and other events
next month .

Best wishes,

AnnMarie Farrell 'y
Chief Executive

categori es

featu rr Sheltered Houglng ath Monaster;/( Cour LluskF‘Age Frlendl¥I age

very



PEOPLE, CORPORATE AND DIGITAL
SERVICES

Contents

People Services

Health & Safety Unit
Customer Services

CRM and Digital Services
Communications

Building Facilities

Recruitment

Recruitment Programme 2025

Total Recruitment Campaigns 82

Interviews Held to date 861

=
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New Starters

Promotions

Number ofCurrent Job Offers

Learning & Development Update

Learning & Development | Year to date

T o ©
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Number ofcourses
Number of Attendees HMIM

Number of Training D MYy N M

(72}

Throughout September, courses will be delivered
in the areas of the A-Z of Local Government, Data
Analytics, Pre-Retirement Planning, Fire Warden,
First Aid, Supervisory Skills for outdoor staff and
many more.

Wellbeing
As we continue prioritising the health, wellbeing,

and resilience of our staff, the Wellbeing Team
remains committed to developing and enhancing
the Wellbeing Programme by introducing new
initiatives.
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Staff engagement and feedback play a vital role in
shaping these efforts and ensures that wellbeing is
seen as everyoneAs
County Council. By implementing staff activities
that support a healthy, safe and positive working
environment our approach ensures that the four
pillars of the Wellbeing Strategy are fully met

Physical Wellbeing
Mental Wellbeing
Social Wellbeing

= =4 -—a -9

Financial Wellbeing

HSU 7z Health & Safety Unit

The HSU is committed to ensuring that safety
measures are in place by undertaking a proactive
blended approach which creates an effective safe
and healthy working environment.  This includes
undertaking risk assessments, safety audits and
inspections, encou raging hazard reporting and
taking corrective action. This approach is essential
for preventing incidents and improving future
safety practices in Fingal County Council.

Customer Services

Customer Care Unit Statistics .

Total No. of Calls dealt with by CCU

July - 10,271

August z 8,399

CRM

Staff continue to work on the Customer

Relationship Management System (CRM) and issue
responses to representations from Elected

Members (Councillors, TDs and Senators) and
complaints submitted by the public.  The total
number of representation s were 793 in July and
741 in August broken down as follows.

responsi



On August 8th and 9th, Smart Balbriggan
organised a two -day symposium  focused on
Artificial Intelligence, with sessions held in

Housing Online Portal Balbriggan and at Trinity College Dublin. The event
brought together scientists, academic researchers,

and artists in collaboration with the SCEAL
Collective, funded by Research Ireland.

Digital Services

The Housing Online Portal was launched in July,
which will provide secure, convenient access to a
range of housing services.

The artists will now spend a couple months
developing an art exhibition, workshops, music
events and more to engage the community about
science and technology .

Service s available now

Existing tenants can now register on
https://housingonline.fingal.ie/ to view their
current rent account balance and rent charge .

Services Coming Soon:

We will be adding additional services in the near
future , including online rent payments, applying
for Social Housing, Choice Based Letting and
Logging Repairs.

These wildl be part of the a
festival, now in its third year, which will take place

from November 13 z15, 2025, under the theme
"Unmasking Al" and is funded by Science Week
(Research Ireland).

Smart Balbriggan

In July, Smart Balbriggan hosted the CONNECT
Centre Quantum & Answers Trailer from Trinity
College, alongside the Smart Balbriggan Internet
of Things (1oT) Comic Strip Art Exhibition at the
Flavours of Fingal event. These initiatives provided
members of the public with interactive QJ
opportunities to learn about quantum physics, Sy -

technology, and the evolution of loT through _ SMART
. . BALBRIGGAN
creative storytelling . D......,..,.,..,

Page 2

qi Taighde Eireann
Research Ireland



https://housingonline.fingal.ie/

COMMUNICATIONS

Digital Statistics

The fingal.ie website had 280,083 visitors during
July and August which was an increase of 110,000
from June. The number of page views rose by
255,100 to 618,581 while the average time spent
on the site reduced by three seconds to 1 minute
and 58 seconds.

Figures for the first eight months of the year are
down on the same period in 2024. There have been
1,156,247 visitors and 2,529,910 page views since
January and visitors have spent an average of 1
minute and 59 seconds on the site.

The most popular pages during July and August
were: Planning Applications, Affordable House and
the Recycling Centres page. The page detailing new
homes available under the Church Fields Phase 2
development had over 21,423 page views.

The number of followers across the nine corporate
social media channels rose over the summer by
3,580 to 102,178. The Facebook account now has
42,892 followers and the number of views rose to
5,002,324 up by 13.3% from previous 60 days.
There were 20,938 interactions. The most popular
post was on August 18 ™ about Lions Mane Jellyfish
with 271,710 views and 765 interactions.

Instagram now has 15,585 followers and had
746,215 views during the two months from a reach
of 47,434. There were 5,360 interactions which was
an engagement rate of 9%. The most read post was
about Jellyfish with a reach of 11,089 and 289
interactions.

The number of LinkedIn followers is now 11,991.

There were 61,748 impressions and 901 reactions
which was an engagement rate of 8.4%. The
number of followers on X rose by 40 to 23,438 and

there was an engagement rate of 3.1% from

278,180 impressions.

The WhatsApp channel now has 3,369 followers
while the numbers currently following the other
corporate channels are Threads (1,541), TikTok
(1,076) and Bluesky (446).

Page 3

Twelve videos were
Tube Channel since June which saw the number of
subscribers grow to 1,840. Videos published
included New Woodland Pathway at Tolka Valley
Park Blanchardstown , Three Fingal groups to take
part in the Annual Pride of Place Competition 2025
and Exploring Sand Dunes and Coastal Ecosystems
at Balbriggan Beach which were the most viewed.

Press Releases

There were 39 press releases issued during July
and August, covering topics such as the Fingal
Festival of History, Pride of Place, Quiet Streets,
Blanchardstown Library of Sanctuary, Hartstown
Community Centre and the Interactive Climate
Story Map.

Media Queries

Media queries received by the Communications
Unit during in the same period included questions
about Abandoned Cars, Fingal Festival of History,
Presidential Election, Part Vs, Childcare, Ardgillan
Castle, Seagulls and Waste Management.

added

t
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LAW DEPARTMENT

Current Judicial reviews

Joan Reynolds and Edel McDonough -v- Fingal
County Council High Court Record No 2023/372
JR

MKN Properties Limited and another -v- Fingal
County Council High Court Record No.
2023/373 JR

daa plc -v- Fingal County Council High Court
Record No 2023/383 JR

daa plc -v- Fingal County Council and the Irish
Aviation Authority High Court Record No.
2023/916 JR

Ni al |l OAConnor and-v-Ger a
Bord Pleanala and Fingal County Council High
Court Record No 2023/1122JR

Erigo Limited and Joseph Flood -v- Fingal
County Council and others High Court Record
No 2023/1233 JR

Timothy Fitzgerald and James Fitzgerald -v-
Fingal County Council Record No 2023/1236 JR
Ailsa Sexton -v- An Bord Pleanala and Fingal
County Council

High Court Record Number 2024/690JR

Jane Phelan Walsh v An Bord Pleanala and
Fingal County Council High Court No.
2024/1038JR

AAl Baneshane Ltd v An Bord Pleanala; Notice
Party:- Fingal County Council High Court Record
Number 2025.0000042 JR

AAl Baneshane Ltd v An Bord Pleanala: Notice
Party:- Fingal County Council High Court Record
Number 2025/0000041 JR

Portmarnock Real Estate Development Limited
and St. Marnock's Il DAC v An Bord Pleanala
and Fingal County Council The High Court
Record No. H.JR.2024.1464

Integrated Materials GP Unlimited Company
Trading as Integrated Materials Solutions
Limited Partnership v An Bord Pleanéla and
Fingal County Council High Court Record No.
2025 502 JR
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ECONOMIC, ENTERPRISE, TOURISM & Ireland Home of Halloween
CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT

Tourism Development
Tourism

Events

Heritage Properties
Cultural Development

Arts

Libraries

Economic Development
Local & Rural Development
LEADER Economic Programme
Healthy Fingal

Enterprise Centres

Town Regeneration

Fingal County Council is one of the seven
destinations awarded funding under Failte

Ur el andAs new Home of Hal |
Development Pilot Scheme for 2025 z2028,
receiving funding of 100K

Balbriggan Socio -Economic Strategy T&V |mmer.5|ve, C_“"f”a”y ropted Halloween
experiences. This investment is part of a broader
Scheme _ . : S, .
1.5 million initiative to

Local Enterprise  Office

global home of Halloween, generate regional
economic growth, and attract tens of thousands of
visitors.

TOURISM DEVELOPMENT

Irishfest, Milwaukee

“Dublin

MAKE WINTER
MORE MAGICALWITH
ATRIPTO DUBLIN

N e M A
p—

Supported by Failte Ireland and Tourism Ireland,
members of the tourism team in EETCD joined up
with colleagues from SDCC and DCC to promote

Dublin as part of the Failtel 8

DublinA campaign as well as th!'-—A \ o

Home of Hallowee n A at Udrishfest, Mi |l waukee

Wisconsin. Irishfest is the largest Irish festival in Fingal As Summer Food Mar Kk et

the USA and the worl dAs | ar Qo‘ﬁtﬁdingcﬁc'ro%b 'VRalbhid® N sWobds, Y fardds h
culture and music in the world attracting over Donabate every Saturday, showcasing a mix of
130,000 visitors over 4 days. local food producers and handmade crafts.

Page 5



The food markets will run until the end of
September, with two additional Halloween Food
Markets in Swords and Malahide in October, tying
into our Home of Halloween campaign. The food
markets offer residents and visitors an opportunity
to enjoy and support local businesses.

ORIS funding for Feasibility Study for water
based activities on the Royal Canal

Following a successful application to Outdoor
Recreation Infrastructure Scheme (ORIS), Fingal

County Council have secured

undertake a feasibility study on locating a water
sports hub in the Clonsilla area of the Royal Canal.
EETCD wil start work on the criteria for the study
in September in conjunction with other
stakeholders and interested parties.

Fingal Food Circle

After the successful launch of the new brand at
Flavours of Fingal, and the new membership drive,
the Fingal Food Circle membership has now closed
until Spring 2026.

Page 6

The Network is now busy gearing up for their
Autumn programme, supporting food markets,
commencing their new Pilot project with Failte
Ireland on developing the network and saleable
experience. The project commences on 8 ™
September and runs through until November, in
addition to several planned events for the network.

EVENTS

Howth Maritime & Seafood Festival

Get ready for a splash of excitement as the Howth
Maritime & Seafood Festival sails back into the
picturesque fishing village of Howth for this Free
Family Fun Event www.eventsinfingal.ie

6TH & 7TH SEPTEMBER 2025

O

- FREE FUN
B FOR ALL |
THE FAMILY |

Fingal Pride Y25

Fingal Pride took place Saturday 30th August at
Swords Castle. A festival of diversity, inclusion &
PRIDE in Fingal! We'll have DJ's, performers, circus
acts & a céili on Main Stage, a pride history talk &
poetry event in the chapel, arts, crafts, community
information, workshops and fun.
https://dublinpride.ieffingal -pride/

FI GAL
=3 PRIDE
CcO NMUNITY DAY
SATURDAY 30th AUGUST

2025
12.00pm — 6.30pm SWORDS
CASTLE



https://www.eventsinfingal.ie/
https://dublinpride.ie/fingal-pride/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBEwTzZCQU1PdDN5U1NGOG9zbQEenIPlZcoepmtEI876B9DRj57T6I5SCvKaK-Y1sJjQ5Dn_qEJsLRAC0vqnelI_aem_m0GkWSX40bGhEOgJI1w9KQ

Thi s funding reflects Fing
ongoing commitment to nurturing local culture,

supporting sport and the arts, promoting

wellbeing, and celebrating the rich diversity of
communities across the county.

EVENTSINFINGALIE

HERITAGE PROPERTIES

Newbridge House and Farm

Malahide Castle and Gardens

We are delighted to share that both Newbridge

House & Farm and Malahide Castle & Gardens
have received t he 2025 Tri
188,000 in Festival and Events Funding for Choice Award, placing them among the top 10% of
Summer/ Autum season visitor attractions worldwide.

Just over 2188.000 in festi whdtmakes this@aognifion 8spdcidliyrdeanngful t o

support a wide range of festivals and events taking is thatitis driven entirely by positive visitor reviews
place across the County during August & and ratings from the past year. It is a genuine
September. The funding will help enhance reflection of the memorable experiences that
community engagement, cultural expression, and visitors have had at these two much -loved
tourism throughout Fingal. attractions.

The following festivals or events have been
approved for funding

T Garristown Summer Festival
1 Loughshinny Summer Festival
1 Taylor Hill Family Fun Day
1 Rush Harbour Festival
1 Rush Air Display
1 Harvest Time Festival
1 Spud Fest
1 Howth Roots and Blues Festival The TravellersA Choice A
§ Donabate Portrane Summer Festival destinations that consistently deliver exceptional
§ Safer Blanchardstown experiences. Thanks to the fantastic feedback from
1 Naul Gardening & Flower Club Annual our visitors, Newbridge House and Farm and

Elower Show Malahide Castle & Gardens are now proudly
1 Howth Yacht Club 2025 Autumn League representing Fingal on the gl obal stage.
T International Cricket Series
1 All Ireland Festival of Solo Piping & Casino Model Railway Museum

Drumming A new experience offaringFthengal A
§  Skerries Eco Festival Malahide Food Market launched this summer in
1 Baldoyle World Food Festival the scenic grounds of the Casino Model Railway
1 Lambay Rowing Challenge Museum, conveniently located beside Malahide
1 Round Rockabill Rowing Race DART station. Organised by Fingal County Council
7 India Day in collaboration with the Fingal Food Circle and
1 Fingal Pride Fingal Farmers Group, the market is running on the

fourth Saturday of each month from July to
Page 7 September.



The market showcases a selection of artisan foods, Fingal Pride and Family Fun Day took place on the

organic local produce, and handcrafted goods last weekend of August. Highlights for September
from talented Fingal based producers and makers. include a concert with the Lambay Singers, a
It provides a welcoming, community focused Scouting weekend, a Swords Autism Awareness
atmosphere for families and food lovers alike. Group event, a traditional Irish music session and

a Library festiva .

Skerries Mills

Free entry to both the market and the Casino
Model Railway Museum is offered during market

hours, making it an accessible and enjoyable day Skerries Mills hosted a well -attended Harvest Time
out for all. Festival on 23" August; activities for all the family
included music, artisan foods, demonstrations,

This ‘initiative highlights pEies@ndt-aking s8I dlalts fof chilier? I

for local food, farming, and craft communities,
while enriching the cultural and tourism offering in CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT
Malahide.

Arts Development

Swords Castle

Public Art
Adam Gibney z Thrive Balbriggan Pride of Place

The Arts Office was delighted to support our
colleagues in community and our partnership with
Thrive Balbriggan and libraries on their bid for
Prideof PI ace with Adam Gi bneyAs

East Coast Patchwork Group in early August as well public art project Tidal Composition 1 z Fall & Rise,

as the Digging History event as part of Heritage a unique artwork that was developed with
Week. members of the Empower group and Thrive in

Balbriggan.

Following a busy Summer, Swords Castle
continues with a full programme of events for late
Summer and early Autumn. Recent highlights
include a very popular Quilting exhibition by the

Page 8



Ballough Place Residential Artist Studio

Four qualified and experienced architects and
designers were invited to develop a creative and
functional interior fit -out design for a Per Cent for
Art commission for the newly constructed
residenti al artistAs

were received on August 20 ™ and will be assessed
in early September. One design will be selected for
further development and implementation.

Creative Places Balbriggan

The first Creative Places Balbriggan event took
place at the Lark Concert Hall.

It was the first of a series of Arts Funding
information Clinics and featured presentations

from the County Arts Officer Sc¢

Professional Development Awards, Bursaries and
Funding.

This was followed by Lucy Tevlin, Aoife Tunney and
Orla Clancy from Creative Europe Desk Ireland
who presented on Pathways to European Funding
for Artists and Organisations.

The final speaker was visual artist Paul Hallahan
who presented and discussed on his Culture
Moves Ireland funded residency in Reykjavik,
Iceland which helped to develop his work.

The event closed with a Q &A between attendees
and presenters.

st udi eesidenty this rontk. .

The clinic was a free event and was fully booked on
the day with a great turnout from local artists and
community representatives.

Awards and Residencies Programme
Fingal Arts Office awarded several awards and
Submissions

The Draiocht artist studio residency award is
visual artist James McLoughlin. This residency
consists of the use of Draiochts visual artist studio
rent free for a period of four months.

ngal

The selected artist award the Ardgillan Castle
Studio award 2025 -2026 is Maria Atanakovic. The
award offers a funded studio space for
professional artists for a one -year period starting
1st October 2025. The Studio Award includes full
coverage of studio rental, utilites, and
administration costs, offering artists an invaluable
opportunity to de velop their practice in supportive
environment.

The selected artist for the RHA School Studio
award i s EIl i e e n Tlis/pEstigidus awara .
provides one professional artist a funded studio
space in the RHA for one year beginning at the end

of October 2025.



Fingal County Council
and MART Gallervy

& Studios Graduate
Awvvard 2026

Application window will open onthe 1 st September
2025 for the The MART Gallery & Studios
Graduate Award This opportunity aims to
support the professional development of recent
graduates from Fingal with a fully funded studio
space over 12 months beginning in January 2026.

Loughshinny Boathouse Studio Award

Maria McSweeney is the successful recipient of the
Loughshinny Boathouse Studio Award . The aim
of the award is to provide a fully funded studio for
a professional visual artist to research and develop
new work in response to the coastal environment
of Loughshinny. A total of 33 applications were
received and assessed on the 7th of August,
representing a 106% increase compared to last
year. Five submissions were from international
artists based in France, Germany, Finland and
China.

Bastille Day Film Screenings

As part of the Bastille Day celebrations in Ireland

the French Embassy in association with Fingal Arts
Office presented a special French Film Programme
from 1st to 14th July 2025 in The Carnegie.
Celebrating French culture and marking the close
friendship between Ireland and France we
provided 2 free film screenings of family and adult
films produced in France.

Page 10

Maria McSweeney is a lens -based visual artist and
trained scuba diver

She will commence her residency at the boathouse
in early September . She plans to create a site -
specific body of work focused on seaweed species
present in  Loughshinny; exploring their
connections to underwater and coastal
landscapes, geological and ecological histories,
and their vital role in biodiversity and climate
change. She develops 35mm and Super 8
underwater films onsite using seaweed, seawater
and other natural materials, alongside an outdoor
darkroom of her own design.

Carnegie

The Carnegie TU Graduate

Recent graduate and Swords resident Vicky Ochala
has been awarded the 2nd Carnegie TU recent
graduate award. Vicky will receive critical,
production, and administrative support, with a
focus on transitioning to professional practice
through mentorship -driven activities, including
visits from artists, curators, and practitioners
relevant to the recipient's discipline. Vicky will be
provided with deskspace, access to
rehearsal/exhibition space at the Carnegie, a
stipend and professional development support
customised to her needs.


https://eur04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fie.ambafrance.org%2FBastille-Day-Ireland-2025&data=05%7C02%7CSile.Stewart%40fingal.ie%7C0d77f618cdbe487f3c0b08dde4926cd4%7C72dcfc23757145948154afe2c0bdea98%7C0%7C0%7C638918039851710231%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2BHfCfwDf0f76QqmyXwU2RoduzTD9d1FDxc8e4LinMco%3D&reserved=0

Draiocht Seamus Ennis Arts Centre

Summer 2025 has been a busy one in Draiocht. July and August saw our Garden Party summer
The D15 Youth Theatre presented their devised season of performances, films and family events
piece bLadybird or Be et |lackinto fear, witls @ hed exhibitiot opening in
performances. Summer projects included August, this time with YU ca
Filmmaking and Songwriting / recording / Tom Byrne.
performing for 13 to 17 year ol ds. The YShapes and
StructuresA response space GadenRafyiSétadonen i n the First
Fl oor Gallery, based on MDaear the sumineranmuthts kve welcomesl artists
Exhibition, "UNavigating S p aacdauddiengea fvom Irelartd iarid @broad) featuring
opportunity to respond in a hands on way. John Francis Flynn, The Wran, The 4 of Us, Session
Structured wor kshops as well as time drop -in Americana, Aslan, The Seeger Sessions Revival and
times over the July/August period increased True Strays. Audiences came from all over the
famil yAs access to our spac emntrato dttende theoGardeneParty everitstin thea s
a popular initiative with  word -of-mouth Pipers Garden outdoor space, with a bar and BBQ
recommendations from parents and repeat visits, in situ.
increasing the footfall. John Francis Flynn, celebrated Irish singer and
multi -instrumentalist is an artist whose work
September will see us start a very busy bridges traditional and contemporary folk music.
performance period. Draiocht is presenting 4 He was supported on the night by The Wran, a
shows in the Dublin Theatre Festival. The two dynamic trad fusion band from the Comeraghs in
childrenAs pieces that are Wefordt of that progr amme
"The Maker AN and YThe LeapA are sold out as in the
preview of the Three Sisters. The | atter has bYDerry

Gi r | irsé& Banica Jackson headlining the cast
and has proved to be very popular with a large
waiting list for tickets.

Maria Atanackovi cAs Exhi bit
runs until 20" Sept ember . Our ne x
Unqui et Layers, works by Br
on October 15 . This Exhibition will be over both

Ground and First Floor galleries

The 4 of Us need no introduction, and we had all 4
of them (the full band), sharing their soulful lyrics
and compelling melodies, with a fair bit of dancing
thrown in.

We welcomed back Session Americana, a band of
incredible artists whose constant collaboration,
swapping of instruments and songs, was a joy to
hear.

We were delighted to that Aslan, with new
frontman Lee Tomkins, were supported by The
Swings, a young contemporary pop rock group
from Balbriggan.

The joint Fingal Arts Office and Draiocht Studio
Artist Award, for September to December 2025,
has been awarded to expanded printmaker, James
McLoughlin. Full details on www.draiocht.ie
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http://www.draiocht.ie/

Rounding out the summer was the incredible 13
piece group The Seeger Sessions Revival and the
Bristol -based duo, True Strays, who brought roots
and rock to our closing event.

In addition we had a weekend of cinema with The
Greatest Showman (joined by circus performers),
Paddington for the kids and A Music & Movie Quiz,
a tense affair which ended in a dance off for the
final prize of the night.

Visual Arts

Our current exhibition,
by Tom Byrne opened at the start of August.
Known for his diverse range of work, including

portraits, landscapes, and abstract pieces, often
exploring themes of Irish history, culture, and

spirituality. He creates luxurious textures in
nuanced, lush layers of paint and structured layers

of colour, creating a very tactile result. Byrne is also
recognised for his involvement in the punk

movement, which influenced some of his early

work, including album cove r designs and street art
and he was commissioned to do portraits by

Hollywoo d filmmaker Elizabeth Banks, Matthew
Rhys and Kerri Russell. Exhibition runs until
September 30.

Page 12
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Libraries

Blanchardstown Library awarded
Sanctuary status

Library of

Blanchardstown Library was awarded Library of
Sanctuary status by Places of Sanctuary Ireland in
recognition of the work that goes into making the
library a champion for inclusion and welcome.
Following Balbriggan Library, Blanchardstown is
tizasecond liby aryNhyFingal td be given witeary sofA
Sanctuary recognition. Dr Veronica Crosbie, chair
of Places of Sanctuary, presented the award at a
ceremony hosted in the Library on 7th July.

Heritage Week
Libraries celebrated National Heritage Week with
events for adults and children, including

biodiversity workshops for children, author visits,
talks from Bat Conservation Ireland and the
Skerries Historical Society, and a workshop on
seed saving. Fingal Local Studies and Archives held
open days on 20th and 21st August and organised
an exhibition on BThe
Bremore Castle on 21st and 22nd August.

Sal

e



Magic of Stories Festival This yearAs festival al so i
competition and a poetry competition, which will

be judged by renowned author Eoin Colfer. Prizes

will be awarded at the festival.

Culture Night

Fingal Libraries is delighted to present an exciting
programme of free cultural events across several
libraries on Culture Night, Friday 19th September.
Venues include Swords Library, Blanchardstown
Library, Balbriggan Library, Malahide Library and
Local Studies and Archives. The programme
includes music from the Blanchardstown Brass
Band and the Balbriggan Gospel Choir. Balbriggan
Library will host HYFrom Cel't
an uplifting fusion of African and Irish traditional
and folk music. Ma lahide Library will present a
harp music recital. There will be plenty of engaging
activities for children including balloon modelling,
The programme for this ye aifapes paiMiag iacdrag falong twithr augher, and

Fingal Festival of Chi | dr ibustrater Alam Notarg & comedlyr variety shave and

launched on Monday, 11th August at Swords a mask-making workshop. C hildren's author and
Castle by the Mayor of Fi ng &reative @ritingteacheT Gonor Kogtitkevidl facjlitate H e

was joined by County Librarian Betty Boardman, a creative writing workshop for teenagers in
Festival Creative Director Swoadsldorarye ghe Chagelin Swords Castie és the\ s

author and illu strator Una Woods, illustrator setting for a special Cul t ul
Tarsila Kruse and a group of enthusiastic young poetry and music event. Fingal Local Studies &

readers. Now in its fourth year, the Magic of Stories Archives will host an open evening where

Festival has established i tmemberfs ofdhe publip ean vew items dmathed A s
premier celebrations of c¢ hi collections.Agengaiogisewill heon hardto amswen g a |

Libraries will bu ild on the success of previous years family history questions.

to deliver a fun -filled day of author visits and

creative activities at Swords Castle on Saturday, Politics and Democracy in Fingal, 1924 -39
27t h September. This year As f enmeessssssssmmmmsm f eat ur e
events across the Little Library Tent, the Chapel, Politics and Democracy

the Story Tent, the Tall-Tales Tent, and the Creative f,:.:,:f,a" AREER

Zone. Children will have the opportunity to meet
their favourite authors and illustrators including
Eoin Colfer, Steve McCarthy, Aoife Dooley, Padraig
Kenny and many more. In the Creative Zone,
children will be encouraged to try out different
ways of making art and expressing creativity. Book
gifting remains a key feature of the festival, and
attendees can get their books signed by the

authors. Once again, Alan Nolan has created The Local Studies and Archives will present an
Magic of Stories Activity Book, availa ble at Fingal exhibition based on Dr . De
library branches. Politics and Democracy in Fingal, 1924 -39, in the

Atrium, County Hall, on Culture Night.
Page 13



This book is the first publication in a six -part series
on politics and local government in North County
Dublin. Politics and Democracy in Fingal, 1924 -39
will be launched on Monday, 22nd September at
The Carnegie in Swords and will be distributed
free -of-charge through Fingal Library branches
and as an eBook on BorrowBox.

Fingal Festival of History

libraries.
fingal.ie z’:

FEiLe nalf§z | FincalL
STaiIRE FEsTivaL
FHine GaLL | oF HisTORY

29th Mean Fémhair 29th September
11th Deireadh Fébmhair| 11th October

A photocall to present the programme for this
year As Fingal
Carnegie in Swords on Monday 25th August with
Fingal As Deputy
attendance. Fingal As

History will run f rom Monday, 29th September to
Saturday, 11th October 2025 throughout library

branches. This yearAs progr

and a heritage tour. There will be talks from Myles
Dungan, Turtle Bunbury, Flor MacCarthy and many
more. A full day of talks, Hi story at the Library Day,
will take place on Saturday, 4th October in The
Carnegie on North Street, Swords.

Sustainable Development Goals Week

This year, Sustainable Development Goals Week
takes place from 19th -28th September and Fingal
Libraries has organised events to raise awareness
of sustainability. These include a composting talk
from GLAS Community Garden, a workshop on
seed saving, a talk from Bat Conservation Ireland,
and a presentation on how to make your garden a
biodiverse haven for birds.
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Economic Development

Fingal Skills Strategy Update 7z September 2025
-4 FUTURE FINGAL:

A FINGAL
Shilly STRATEGY

(111
IDEAS COLLABORATION ACTION

1 Next Fingal Skills Strategy Group Meeting:
15th September 2025

1 Focus: Inaugural Fingal Skills Summit:
Venue, Riasc Centre, Feltrim Road, Swords.

f Summit Date: 18 ™ November 2025

Xplore Your Future Fingal TY Skills Expo Z
Update z September 2025

SAVE THE DATE

TUESDAY 14™ OCTOBER 2025

 Date: 14™ October 2025
1 Venue: The Helix
1 Focus: TY Students in Fingal Area

This annual event is free, interactive and is
designed to help Fingal TY students explore lots of
future career possibilities.

This year's Expo is set to be the largest yet with
over 2,500 students from 22 schools across Fingal
registered to attend. Approx. 80 exhibitors at the
Expo.



Xplore Your Future Competition - Student Skills

Competition  (Construction,  Transport &
Logistics)

Xplore %,

be
Competition "

1 Invitations to enter competition issued to
36 secondary schools in Fingal Region.

! Closing date for entries: 19 ™ December
2025.

1 Focus: To build awareness of the wide
variety of careers and job opportunities in
specific industry sectors.

1 Aramark and Glenveagh are partnering
with FCC to support students with their
entries.

1 Categories: Senior Category and Junior
Category,

Further details are available here:
Student Skills Competition 2025 | Fingal County

Council

Interreg Skyla Project 7z Update z September
2025

Co-funded by
the European Union

& lilerreg

m =ulvpe

1 Next Meeting: Bialystock (Poland) 30 "
September 2025

1 Focus: Identify indicators to measure and
monitor effectiveness of policy
Improvements.

9 Liaising with partners & key stakeholders
on project themes and building on good
practices.
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URBACTzEcoCore z Update z September 2025

'he EcoCore F

Green Transition in Small Cities along Transport Corridors

f  Next Meeting: Dubrovnik (Croatia) 24
September 2025

1 Focus: Fnal Integrated Action Plans

1 Workshops on local challenges and
opportunities for green transition.

Balbriggan
gg Co-created by the
IntegratEd Balbriggan EcoCore
. ULG
Action Plan

@z <\ (RBAT .‘:2:‘;2“ EcoCore

1 To be presented to partners at the

Dubrovnik meeting.
1 Final local event in Balbriggan being
planned in December 2025.

e Oreen
== 4 Transition in
Small Cities

THE ECOCORE PODCAST

EcoCore Pro

Green Transition in Small Cities along Transport Corridors

A



https://www.fingal.ie/student-skills-competition-2025
https://www.fingal.ie/student-skills-competition-2025

f Podcast Recording: 8" & 9" September
2025

1 Focus: the successes, challenges, and
learnings of project partners throughout
the URBACT EcoCore
podcasts will be recorded with input from
all project partners and several local
stakeholders.

journey. The

Sustainable Fingal - Update z September 2025

e

SUSTAINABLE
INGAL
An initiative of

Fingal Cot ty Council

Finga

ount

i Consultants appointed to develop the
Future  Fingal:  Fingal  Sustainability
Strategy. Work commencing in September.

Circular Cities

7\
CIRCULARCITIES
\’ DECLARATION

1 Ongoing engagement on CCRI Community

- Update z September 2025

of Practice

1 Feasibility study from EcoCore Hackathon
in progress on a Circular Hub and Digital
Platform for the Balbriggan area.

LOCAL AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT

S =
ieb o - L
P

Coiste um Fhorbairt Pobail Aitiail Fhine Gall
Fingal Local Community Development
Committee

Page 16

Fingal LCDC

1 Next LCDC Meeting: 3rd September 2025

1 Healthy Ireland & LECP: Ongoing
implementation and review
SICAP Update
T Budget 2025: 1. 57M
Arrivals plus additional allocation of
50, 000 awarded for
1 Mid-Year Review: Annual Plan and

Programme of works presented and
approved by Committee.

LEADER Programme Update

1 LAG Meeting: 26th August 2025

11 projects approved

1 Applications currently open for Leader
Funding: For rural individuals, businesses
& community groups

=

'
.:}-.»‘, Dublin Rural 4 drodnehar -
2 e Tuaithe DA
i LEADER c:v- fifis

Local Enhancement Programme (LEP) 2025

1T Budget 2025:

1 Funding Awarded: 92 Fingal community
groups (announced 13th June 2025)

T Additional Support:
everyday costs (e.g. electricity, heating,
insurance etc.)

County Outdoor Recreation Plan (CORP)
1 Presented to Full Council April 2025, and

approved
1 Submitted Plan to DRCDG April 2025.

+ a4

New

280,000

238,



Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme Healthy Steps
(ORIS) 1 3 GP Referral walks in Balbriggan, Donabate,
and Dublin 15.
T Funding Secured: 2210, 5010 DévelopedBy healthyjFimgaltasd supported by
T Swim Shelters (240K e a ¢ hthe:HSE and Activie aravel ,

Rush, Skerries 1 99 people registered
1 Feasibility Studies: 1 Extended until the end of September.
1 Greenway (Balrothery to Ardgillan Park) z 1 Linking participants to free indoor activities
40,500 developed by the sports office for the
T Royal Can@uarbtCain®| 000 Autumn/Winter period.
1 One Unsuccessful application: Rush Play
Trail

Breathe Strong
1 Healthy Fingal is supporting Coolmine

Additional ORIS Applications with DRCDG: Lodge Therapeutic Centre.

1 Deliver tailored physical activity programs
An announcement regarding funding awards and one -to-one Quit Smoking support to
under Measure 2 and 3 is awaited from DRCDG. individuals recovering from drug addiction.

Fingal County Council applied for the following
projects:

1 Fingal Camino (Measure 2)
1 Balbriggan Boathouse & Bathhouse
upgrades (Measure 3)

ARl Fotbisitia Tionscadal Bireann Ar dTodhchai >
Tuaithe agus Pobail Project Ireland Tuaithe b "i
Department of Rural and 2 4 Our Rural 'é
Community Development 0 O Future =4

;,.i}é,g',; ‘ II4=eiarl;héc1l
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Let As Play Rush Summer Spor ENTERPRIE CENTRES

d‘"}:

innovote
ngoL.

Following an agreement by the Boards of Directors

of BASE, Beat and Drinan Enterprise Centres to
consolidate the management of all three centres,

the Council has now formed a new legal entity
JUnnovate Fingalj{ to drive i
the strategic development of the 3 Enterprise

Centres.

i Families enjoyed traditional races
including sprints, egg -and-spoon, and tug
of war, with medals presented by the

Mayor of Fingal.
1 Play zones featured Giant Jenga, Connect 4 April Council Meeting. An official launch event for
Innovate Fingal will be scheduled in Q4 2025.

The Council approved the lease of BASE and
Drinan Enterprise Centres to Innovate Fingal at the

street artists, and face painting for all ages.

T Let As Pl ay Rush, mad e up of |l ocal
community groups and supported by All three Enterprise Centres have space available to

EETCD, organised the event to foster start-up businesses and businesses/individuals
who wish to avail of remote working options and
facilities. Bespoke options or generic office fitouts

participation and community spirit across

the town.
can be considered. Occupancy rates at the
Community Recognition Fund (CRF) 2023 Counci |l As tidecentes aeml cvar §0%.
1 Funded by the DRCDG The three Enterprise Centres currently support 65

f Fingal allocated o1, 81 3 bgsnessesandoves 0 direchigbg ¢ ¢
1 Meeting with DRDCDG held in August to
anal yse submitted cl ai mslO
1 EETCD continues to submit drawdown
claims as the projects reach completion.

EGENERAT|ON OF

Our Balbriggan 2019 7z 2030 Rejuvenation Plan 7
A Socio-Economic Strategy

Community Recognition Fund (CRF) 2024
The Our Balbriggan Programme Office continues

Application Window1 za630K (Aug 2024 )to support the governance of the Balbriggan
Leadership  Group  responsible  for the
implementation of the Balbriggan Socio -Economic
plan 2025 z 2030. Four multi -stakeholder pillar

f Castleknock Community Centre Association groups  meet periodically,. to  pro gress
CLG for demolition and rebuilding of the old opportunities around Economic Development,
credit union building Education, Skills & Employment, Community

1 Accessible Transport Project CLG- Locallink Development and Sustainability, Climate Action
Louth Meath Fingal for the purchase of a and Bio -diversity. The Public Realm Pillar is chaired
community bus by the County Architect and reports directly to the

Chief Executive.

Projects:
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Members of the Leadership group receive updates
on the Urban Regeneration Development
Programme  funded p ublic Infrastructure
programme. The June meeting was provided with
an update on the De Bruns site and the emerging
preferred option with a more detailed
presentation by the IDT to follow at its next
meeting.

The Council appointed contractor John Craddock
Ltd on the redevelopment of the Quay Street,
Harbour & Environs area in Q2 2024. Work is due
to be substantially completed by Q1 2026. Work
continues to progress well across key elements of
the Quay Street & Harbour site.

The Balbriggan Leadership Group, is
independently chaired by Dr. David Begg and
provides stewardship and oversight of the

implementation of the Balbriggan Socio Economic

plan 2024 z 2030

The Leadership Group meet four times a year to

review progress and challenges of its four Pillar

Groups and receive updates from its Pillar Chairs

and a detailed update on the Urban Regeneration

Development. Membership comprises the five

Balbriggan locall y elected councillors and senior
representatives from the Public Sector and Local

and Community Development stakeholders.

Phase 4 works have commenced with the heritage
restoration of the RNLI Boathouse building
continuing and work is progressing on the slating
of the roof. The new public toilets, harbour pavilion
buildings and kiosks are progressing well, the
cladding system has been completed, with the
cladding panels currently being installed. The
harbour buildings, kiosks and RNLI Boathouse are
due to be completed by November 2025, with
substantive upgrades to Quay Street ongoing.
Further works in this phase will incorpora te
construction of 2 pedestrian bridges, and ongoing
construction of exposed aggregate finish at the
Plaza due for completion by Q4 2025.




The Our Balbriggan Programme Office continues
to provide regular updates on the  project through
social media Channels and includes detailed
information on frequently asked questions. Up to
date information on the project is available on
Balbriggan.ie.

Tender documentation to appoint a contractor for
the redevelopment of 2 -4 Dublin Street is due to
be published shortly. The property and adjoining
commercial unit are set to be transformed into a
new Creative Hub with 8 workspaces at 2 Dublin
Street and an ancillary connected space at 4 Dublin
Street which will support STEAM education,
training and enterprise activities supported by
Fingal Arts Office & local stakeholders. Planning
permission was granted at Council in October
2023.

An Integrated Design Team, McCullough Mulvin
Architects, have been appointed for the DeBruns
site and are progressing work on design options
based on best possible uses and site constraints.
Stakeholder engagement sessions with local
community, civic and b usiness groups, and
neighbouring properties were completed, insights
gained have been incorporated into a pre -design
report.

Options contained in the report have undergone
preliminary scrutiny, based on scheme objectives
and financial and economic viabilty and a
preferred option is emerging. More design work is
required before bringing back to stakeholders in
Q4 2025 with the intention of proceeding to a Part
8 planning public consultation process in 2026.

A Feasibility Study for a Swim Platform has been
completed by Langan Consulting (Marine)
Engineers, the Programme Office are reviewing the
proposed options and costs before progressing
next steps.



An Internal Project Team has been established
from the Town Regeneration Office, Our
Balbriggan Programme Office and FCC Architects

to progress the Boathouse and Bathhouse project.
Environmental screening reports, a developed

conservation design, and an approach to erosion

controls for the embankment have been

developed and completed. An application was

submitted to the Outdoor Recreation Scheme in

March to suppor t costs associated with the
scheme and its environs and approval is awaited.

Project completion is due in 2026.

Following the publication of a Draft Open Spaces
Scheme for Balbriggan, Chieftan's Drive /
Moylaragh Road on Consultie, in May it is
proposed to bring a report to the Balbriggan ACM
in September. The proposed scheme includes a
Half MUGA, and other outdoor enhancements
including seating. The scheme in conjunction with
FCC Sports, Community & Operations Teams is in
response to an identified need for amenities in
North -West Balbriggan, particularly among young
people.

@ Our Balbriggan - Get Involved
™

As part of National Heritage Week 2025, place name of the day — Balbriggant... See more
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The Our Balbriggan Office continues to generate
regular and unique content across all social media
channels, Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, Linkedin
with over 13,500+ followers across its 5 social

media channels.

@\/’}9 Lar Bailte ar dTus
Town Centre First

®

Town Centre First z Lusk

Following the completion of the Lusk for Life Plan,
two applications for Project Development Measure
funding were submitted to the Department of
Rural and Community Development for their
consideration and both projects were approved

for funding.

These were identified in the Lusk Town Centre First
Plan and include measures to develop appropriate

facilities in
of a farmers' market for Lusk.

LuskAs

Centr al

A feasibility study examining possible locations for

t he creation

of a far mer sA

stages and the Town Regeneration Team are
expecting this report in the coming weeks. This
included a town hall meeting which was held in the
Lusk Cultural Centre on June 14™ which was well

attended.

On June 17" an online meeting of the Town Team

was held where important progress was made
regarding the implementation of the Town Plan.



A number of local stakeholder capacity building Town Centre First z Balrothery

workshops have been held in July and August with A |l aunch event to promote Ba
the last one held 28 ™ August. Centre First Health Check is expected to take place
soon. The Health Check contains many key
objectives which the new town team have
identified as important  steps towards creating a
more economically and socially vibrant and
inclusive village. The launch event will create
public awareness of the plan and the new town
team. The Town Regeneration office looks forward
to working closely with the new town teamto  help
deliver key enhancements for the people of
Balrothery.

Town Centre First 7 Ballyboughal

A launch event will also take place shortly to
promot e Ball yboughal As new
Health Check.

The document is the culmination of many months
of hard work and dedication from members of the
community and contains important actions which
the new town team have identified and will have a
pivotal impact in creating a village which better
caters for all of its residents and businesses. The
launch event will create public awareness of the
document and the new town team. The Town
Regeneration office looks forward to working
closely with the new town team to help deliver key
enhancements for the people of B allyboughal.

! Barle Bacharlle
| BALLYBOUGHAL

Bl |
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Town Centre First 7z Donabate

Donabate is the third town this year to complete a
Town Centre First Health Check Plan . A launch
event for the towns Plan will happen shortly. This
plan will benefit the new Town Team in assisting to
address actions identified during the stakeholder
engagement and capacity building process which
took place over recent months.

The inaugural meeting of the Donabate Town
Team took place on the 31 st July where first steps
were taken in addressing the actions identified.
The Town Regeneration Office looks forward to
working closely with the new Town Team in the
months and years ahead.

Town Centre First z Rush

On July 14" and August 18th, the Town
Regeneration Office held engagement workshops

with the business community in Rush to devise

actions for the new Rush Town Centre First Plan.

A combined workshop for both community and
businesses in is due to take place in the coming
weeks.
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Town & Village Renewal Schemes

The Town Regeneration Office is currently
facilitating two approved projects under the Town
& Village Renewal Scheme from 2023.

A Phase 4 development of Floraville Park in
Skerries (55, 800) and
Community Centre
by the Department of Rural and Community
Development. Both projects are on scheduled to
be completed by October 2025.

A new call for projects in 2025 was announced by

the Department of Rural and Community

Development and the Gaeltacht (D.R.C.D.G) in
March. The Town Regeneration Office sought and
received Expressions of Interests from a wide

variety of internal and externa | stakeholder groups
by the closing date of 13 June 2025.

A total of five applications which best met the
eligibility requirements of the scheme have been
selected and submitted by Fingal County Council to

the D.R.C.D.G. totalled &1,
Town and Village

Streetscape Enhancement Scheme 2024

Nine applications have been approved for funding

in the most recent scheme t

a variety of works including painting, green
enhancement, and signage improvement. Works
are currently being completed on approved
applications.

upgr
(264,350)

h

0

(o]



Derelict Sites

110 statutory notices have issued to owners of
Derelict properties under the Derelict Sites Act,
1990 since the start of 2025 resulting in a further
14 derelict site being added to the Derelict Sites
Register and bringing the total number on the
Register to 28.

Derelict Sites Statutory Notices
Issued YTD to End Of August 2025

= Balbriggan

Blanchardstown
Mulhuddart

= Castleknock

7\

Howth
Malahide

= Ongar

= Rush Lusk

= Swords

There has been a total of 178 inspections carried
out year to date in 2025 through referrals from
members of the public and through the activity of
the Derelict Sites team.

Inspections YTD by LEA 2025

200 178

180

160

140

120

o 71

60

40 32 35 I 24 :

20 4 I 5

N -
N S N AN < N- AN
\%Q,’b \@\} (\O(' \@lb O(\Q;b \\)}f—) o@) ,\O\"b

o Qé\ QQ\’E g@ o‘\ )

P T

The Derelict Sites team continues to focus on
engagement with the owners of these derelict sites
and will continue identifying further derelict sites
across the county.

The Town Regeneration Office actively encourages
the reporting of potential derelict sites. Referrals
can be made by accessing the Report Form on
Fingal County Council As
emailing the completed form to
derelictsites@fingal.ie

Local Enterprise Office

Cy
; B

Oifig Fiontair Aitiuil
Local Enterprise Office

LEO Fingal provides a broad suite of support
services to stimulate enterprise and enable small
businesses to succeed.

Fingal Business Network

A Gateway to Global Growth

Are you a small business owner
in Fingal looking to expand?

Join us to explore and
succeed in export markets

Friday 26 September Crowne Plaza,
10:30 AM TO 1:30 PM @ Blanchardstown
BOOK YOUR
SPOT NOW!

The next Fingal Business Network event takes
place on Friday 26" September in the Crowne
Plaza Hotel in Blanchardstown. Exporting Success
for Fingal Small Businesses is the theme helping
local businesses to expand their client base into
International markets.


mailto:derelictsites@fingal.ie

This networking event includes guest speakers Food Sectoral Supports

such as Colm Reilly of OCO GLobal, Anne-Marie DUEB LI
McAteer from Intertrade Ireland, Jason Gaynor F{T OO
from Enterprise Ireland and Deirdre Carroll and < HAIMN
Andrew OARour ke from Local Enterprise Oof fice

The Dublin Food Chain has been hosting a Summer

series of online events. The first event featured
Fingal As very own Tom Keogh
was held on 14 " °f August. The next event features

Sam Dunnigan of Strong Roots on August 28th.

These events are run regionally across the Dublin

region on behalf of the four Dublin Local
Enterprise offices and have gained strong online
attendance throughout the summer.

Fingal. Attendees will have a chance to assess their
export readiness and under stand next steps as
well as available supports. There will be valuable

time to network with like -minded entrepreneurs

and business owners and enjoy a networking

lunch.

Fingal Business Supports Briefing

: € Evaluations and Approvals Committee
oo The Evaluation and Approvals Committee (EVAC)

: Q,A o ~' approved 5 projects for funding at its August
\\11\"Yr meeting, bringing to 2596, 0C
BUSINESS year to date 2025, for 31 applicants across
Business Feasibility, Priming and Expansion
Grants. Therewasanadditional &2, 160 (P
230,000 GradsStart Gr ant app
meeting and noted at the meeting. The next EVAC
meeting will be held in person on the 24th of
September 2025.

On July 9, LEO Fingal hosted its first Online
Business Supports Briefing, building on the
success of previous in -person events. The online
trial attracted 134 registrants and received highly
positive feedback. Attendees had the opportunity
to engage direct ly with the LEO team through an
open Q&A session.

Management Development

LEADERSHIP FOR
Due to the success of the July event, the next S

o

Online Business Supports Briefing is scheduled for

September 3. The July session saw strong
participation from local business owners, who

benefited from expert advice on training,

mentorship, and grant opportunities.

There is a new Leadership for Business
Acceleration programme running from September
through to November across the Fingal and Dublin
City region. The programme lasts 10 weeks and will
be held in the Carlton Hotel, Dublin Airport, the
Skyline Hotel and als o online. The participants will
finalise a business plan as part of the programme
and will graduate at the end of the programme
with a certification of achievement. These
programmes have proved to be very successful,
giving businesses a strong plan from w hich they
can then grow and expand over the next one to
two years.

Interest continues to grow in Business Advice
Clinics, Start Your Own Business Courses, and
Grant Application Workshops. The upcoming
briefing will offer even more chances to access
these valuable supports. As before, the LEO Fingal
team will provide live Q&A sessions and one -on-
one consultations to help participants take the
next step in their business journey.
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Energy Efficiency Grant Scheme

The Local Enterprise Office (LEO) Energy Efficiency
Grant was recently revamped and relaunched with
several significant changes, the main one being its
increase from a5,000 ¢to
from match funding to now covering up to 75% of
eligible costs. The Energy Efficiency Grant is an
excellent opportunity for small businesses to
continue their business more sustainably and
efficien tly, which will benefit them in the long run.
To apply, businesses need to be solvent and
operating within Fingal for at least six months.

This year has seen strong interest in this scheme
with enquiries coming from restaurants, pubs and
coffee shops. Nine companies have been
approved year to date, with several businesses
currently working on applications.

Two Success Story videos have been produced to
highlight the benefits of this grant. Stories by Ola
(Bal briggan) and PJAs
(Balbriggan).

Trading Online Voucher Scheme

gn\

Trading Online Voucher scheme (now expired)
supported small businesses by allowing them to
enhance their online offering by providing a grant
of up t o 22,500 for
marketing activities, as well as giving businesses a
better understandin g of how they can exploit E -
Commerce opportunities for their business.
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Before the scheme closed, a total of 45
applications were approved in 2025, in the amount

of &9 4 The 3r@&ding Online Voucher scheme

has now closed, and the LEO team will continue to

process grant payments from applications

approved before the closing date. Approved

applicants have 6 months from the date on their

Letter of Offer to draw down their vouch er before

it expires. An enhanced 3Grow Digi
has taken its place (featuri
digital consultancy assignments).

10,000 and a <change

Business Advice Clinics and Mentoring

LEO Fingal provides one to one business support
services through Business Advice Clinics and a
Mentoring programme, both online and in person.
These services are provided free of charge to small
businesses and are extremely popular. The Fingal
mentor panel consists of a variety of skilled and
experienced mentors from a range of business
backgrounds. In 2025 so far 417 clients availed of
one-to-one appointments in Business Advice
Clinics and 203 clients have signed up for
mentoring, with consistently high de mand for this
service among Fingal businesses.

Party & Chil dcare

Microfinance Ireland Loans

LEO Fingal provides a loan scheme through its
partnership with Microfinance Ireland, with loans
from a5, 000 up to a&50, 000 pe
LEO Fingal is actively promoting the availability of
loans from businesses that have difficulty raising
finance from their bank. Applications are
processed and assessed by LEO Fingal and
submitted to MFI  (Microfinance lIreland).
Applications submitted through LEO Fingal are
eligible for a 1% reduced interest rate of 5.5% APR
if submitted through the Local Enterpris e
Office. So far this year 20 MFI loan applications
have been processed. Anyone applying for MFI

e ¢ 0 MAngoligh EEO FAngall will Skisigbpokted by an expert

mentor who guides applicants through the
application process to help maximise their
prospect of approval.



Training and Events

LEO Fingal continues to provide vital training to
owner managers with 2,061 participants year to
date. There have been six Start Your Own Business
courses with 77 participants and our first Digital
Marketing course of 2025 commenced on 12 " June
and is ongoing for 10 weeks. The seventh Start
Your Own Business course commences on 1st July
2025.

Internationalisation and Export Development

The new J3Mar ket Explorer
TAME Grant from 1 January 2025. The grant is
available to small enterprises in the manufacturing

and international trading sectors (with up to 50
employees). The amount of the grant is to a
maxi mum of 210,000 or 50%
object of the finan cial offer is to support the
development of export -oriented businesses by
incentivising support to research and explore
activities in new markets. Support for the grant
applies when eligible companies seek to explore
either a new geographic market for an  existing
product/service or an existing geographic market

for a new product/service. LEO Fingal has
approved three applications for this grant in the
amount of 219, 100 with i
increasing and several businesses currently
working on submi ssions.

Export Development Programme

Exporting

revelopmant ety

The Export Devel opment
Exportingi is continuing
Get Exporting is designed to support companies at
every stage of their journey to achieve new export
sales. Through the Export Development Pathway,
the aim is to simplif y the export journey for
businesses and help build the knowledge,
confidence and strategies needed to succeed in
global markets. Get Exporting is a collaborative
effort between the Local Enterprise Offices,
Enterprise Ireland, and delivery partner OCO
Global.
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Following recommendation based on an export
readiness assessment 11 Fingal businesses were
among the 120 nationally, progressing through the
programme. Fol | owi ng stage
businesses wildl
stage of the programme which includes 7 Fingal
businesses. Those not progressing can still be
considered at a future stage and in the meantime
can avail of the support they need to develop their
busine sses from their Local Enterprise Office.

Gr &row Digitah \boscher & Oigiitad for Bukinessh e

Grow "igital

(o]

A Digital Tool for every Business

Leo Fingal have approved 43 Digital for Business
programmes year to date
have also approved 7 Grow Digital Vouchers worth
218, 741. 66. The | atest
held on Friday August 22 " and it educates
prospective applicants about the Digital Supports

n taeailables ihcluding Digitalhfer Buginess rarid Grow
Digital.

Lean for Business

-
Oifig Fiontair Aitial
Local Enterprise Office

ENTERPRISE
Lean for Micro C/ IrELAND

Lean into working smarter, not harder!

Lean For Business is designed to encourage clients
to adopt Lean business principles in their
organisations to increase performance and
competitiveness. Lean is for all companies,
regardless of sector z not just for manufacturing
companies.

2 YW

now progress

at a

Di gi t



LEO Fingal supports approved clients with a
consultant who use Lean tools and techniques that
help companies across the globe to address
competitiveness issues within their businesses by
building the capability of their people to identify
problems, improve operations and create a more
innovative organisation. Twelve clients have been
approved for this programme in 2025. A free
workshop will take place online on 4 ™ September
2025 and attendees will learn from LEAN
consultants 3Lean Thinking, & How Small Changes
can have a Big Umpact!j

Pheonix FM z Business Beats

Pheonix FM pre-recorded a 10 -part series

interviewing business owners from across Fingal,

many of which were LEO Fingal clients. The LEO

team hosted the | aunch of this series, "UBusiness
Beat s A cdumcil Ghéwrer in Blanchardstown

on 22" August. LEO team members took part in

interviews throughout the 2 -hour live broadcast

and have since received expressions of interest

from businesses that tuned in.
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OPERATIONS

Area Business

Works Programmes

Harbours Update

Car Parking Services

Burial Grounds Services

Traffic Operations County  -wide
Fleet Management & Plant Hire Unit
Public Lighting

Recycling Centres Update
Licenses

Surface Water

Area Business Totals for June / July 2025

Road resurfacing works at Ballymadun including
new drainage system and road safety

improvement works, designed and overseen by
Area Public | Rep Area Area Headed i K .
CRM's | CRM's | Questions | Motions | Items road maintenance engineers and by the traffic
engineer for the Balbriggan area.
Balbriggan/ 1133 240 50 13 3
Swords
Castleknock! 1,015 282 21 i 0
Mulhuddart
Howth! 591 140 7 7 2
alahide
Total 2,739 662 78 £ 5

Works Programme
Balbriggan/Rush -Lusk/Swords Area - Parks

Balbriggan

New ghost island line marking to provide road
safety improvement at dangerous bend. Cats eye
also to be installed.




Skerries

New wall at Churchfields in Skerries, part of the
Programme of Works

Landscaping planting at Skerries Town Park

e T T——— T
e &
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Garristown

FCC crew carrying out maintenance works at
Garristown Village

Swords

A new water refill station installed in Holywell Park
as part of park upgrade works. New Park signage
has also been installed including a new park name
sign.
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Three new inclusive play panels were installed in Balrothery
Rivermeade playground along with a new
replacement slide, undertaken as part of general
maintenance and upgrade works.

New steps and handrails at new tennis building at
Glebe park, Balrothery .

Newbridge
Recently Conservation Restoration works at the
Walled Garden Newbridge Demesne




Ardgillan

Road resurfacing works in Ardgillan, part of the
Capital Works Programme.

Beaches

The bathing season is coming to an end, full time
lifeguard service concludes on Sunday 31 st of
August. Our Blue Flag Beaches (Donabate and
Portmarnock) will be manned the first two
weekends in September, concluding on Sunday
14" September.

Howth/ Malahide Area

Cutting back vegetation for pedestrians usage of
footpath Howth/Sutton.

Coopers wood, Kinsealy.
Cutting back vegetation for pedestrian path.



Playgrounds z upgrades, repair & maintenance
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PSLC Playground

A playhouse and large embankment has been
removed , area was levelled and new play units
were installed.

The trampoline is wheelchair accessible. The new
play panels and musical instruments are inclusive
play units - designed for children with and without
additional needs.

Bayside basketball courts.

The rings and back boards of the basketball courts
in Bayside needed to be replaced, ma inly due to
wear and tear.

Bayside playground extension

Extension completed with wheelchair accessible
roundabout and play house unit for younger
children.



