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Chief ExecutiveɅs Foreword 
 

Recent spells of glorious sunshine across the county 

brought a steady stream of visitors to our coastline 

with people taking to the water to enjoy swimming 

and water sports and to relax on our beaches. We 

are fortunate in Fingal to have a scenic coastline 

which stretches 88km from Howth to north of 

Balbrigga n, three large protected estuaries and salt 

marsh habitats as well as 13 major beaches. In May, 

Fingal County Council was again awarded Blue Flags 

and Green Coasts Awards. The beaches at 

Portmarnock (Vel vet Strand) and Balcarrick Beach in 

Donabate have each retained their Blue Flag status, 

reflecting their outstanding water quality, safety, 

and environmental management. Balcarrick Beach 

has also once again received a Green Coast Award, 

which recognise bea ches for their natural beauty, 

clean environment, and high -quality bathing water. 

These awards are the benchmark of excellence and 

a proud testament to the ongoing work conducted 

along our coast. Local communities, Tidy Towns and 

Clean Coasts groups play a  significant role in 

assisting the Council in achieving Blue Flag and 

Green Coast awards and to ensure our beaches and 

bathing waters are kept clean and safe for all who 

use them. I wish to extend my thanks to all whose 

efforts have resulted the attaining of these awards 

year on year.  

 

The communities of Malahide and Rush are trialling 

a new sustainability initiative that aims to remove 

disposal beverage cups from circulation by this 

November. We are all aware of the campaigns 

urging consumers to move away from single use 

cups, for which  recycling rates remain low, but 

thanks to the Fingal Reusable Cup Project, it will be 

easier to move towards a more climate friendly 

approach when availing of your next coffee. During 

the six month pilot, participating cafés in Rush and 

Malahide will offe r free reusable takeaway cups for 

those who don't already own one of their own. 

Customers can simply borrow a VYTAL cup to enjoy 

their drink and then return it at any participating 

location within 14 days, for free. This is very much a 

collaborative effort  with local communities, schools, 

Chambers of Commerce, business owners, sports 

clubs and parish councils all working together in 

supporting the participating caféɅs and working 

towards the goal of zero single use cups.  

 

 

 

 

The Regional Waste Management Planning Offices 

are funding the initiative and it is hoped that that 

the scheme will be extended to other locations 

within Fingal following the successful pilot period.    

 

ϥ am very pleased that this year FingalɅs Summer 

Project Initiative will be supporting 41 projects 

across the county due to an increased allocation of 

funding in 2025. Last year, the initiative was 

allocated ɚ62,000 and supported 32 groups. ϥn 

2025, almost ɚ89,000 has been ringfenced to deliver 

a 20-hour programme of supervised recreational 

and educational activities aimed at young people. 

This yearɅs funding increase, which was 

enthusiastically supported by the Elected Members, 

reflects the growing numbers of participating 

children taking part acr oss the county. The 

programme is varied, inclusive and structured with 

children from diverse communities and socio -

economic backgrounds coming together to 

experience enjoyable, educational and fun activities 

over the summer period. I wish all involved in t he 

delivery of the project every success.  

 

Fingal County Council has received an ecological 

habitat which was designed and constructed by daa 

as compensation for the removal of 15.8km of 

hedgerow during the construction of the North 

Runway. The eight hectare site in Kilsallaghan 

contains a wetland and a bat roost and was carefully 

designed with existing species and habitats at the 

location in mind. Native wildflowers, shrubs and 

trees will attract wildlife to the habitat which will be 

curated by the CouncilɅs Biodiversity team who will 

limit visits to the area to educational trips and 

events in order to preserve the sensitivity of the 

area. This is an excellent example of how ecological 

protection and promotion can be forged from 

development for the benefit of the local community.  

 

I hope you enjoy this video on the habitat . 

 

https://youtu.be/8qMUAmq -TvY 

 

Best wishes,  

 

AnnMarie Farrell y 

Chief Executive    

https://youtu.be/8qMUAmq-TvY


 
 

 

   

 

PEOPLE, CORPORATE AND DIGITAL 

SERVICES 

Contents  

People Services  

Health & Safety Unit   

Customer Services  

CRM and Digital Services  

Communications  

Building Facilities  

 

Recruitment  

 

            Recruitment Programme 2025 

Total Recruitment Campaigns  67 

Interviews Held to date  552 

New Starters 127 

Promotions 67 

Number of Current Job Offers 93 

 

Learning & Development Update  

 

Learning & Development Year to date 

 Number of courses 157 

 Number of Attendees 1567 

 Number of Training Days 1395 

 

Throughout June, courses will be delivered in the 

areas of  Pre-Retirement Planning, Teleporter, 

Safe Disposal of Needlesticks, Introduction to 

Excel and many more.  

  

Wellbeing  

 

The Wellbeing Team remains committed to 

fostering a healthy, supportive environment for 

all staff.   New wellbeing initiatives are regularly 

rolled out aimed at helping employees reduce 

stress, build resilience, and access the support 

they need.   
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Staff feedback has been very encouraging with 

reports from staff feeling more supported and 

better equipped to manage everyday challenges.  

The Wellbeing Team actively continue to 

encourage staff members to explore the 

wellbeing resources available and take 

advantage of the services that best suit their 

needs. 

 

HSU ɀ Health & Safety Unit    

 

A total of 78 VDU assessments for remote and 

office -based staff working with display screen 

equipment have been undertaken since January 

2025.  To date 2079 staff have been assessed for 

work with display screen equipment since the 

current assessment progra m was rolled out in 

2018.   The HSU continued to field staff requests 

of a variety of safety issues including advice on 

smoking cessation and advice on evacuation of 

persons with reduced mobility during fire alarm 

activations.    

The HSU in May 2025 compiled and submitted 

Fingal County CouncilɅs entry for the 2025 NϥSO 

occupational health and safety awards.   The 

competition is across the Island of Ireland under 

the auspices of the Northern Ireland Safety 

Group NISG and the National  Irish Safety 

Organisation NISO and is external validation of 

the CouncilɅs safety management system.   

 
Customer Services  

 

Customer Care Unit Statistics ɀ May 2025 

 

Total No. of 

Calls dealt 

with by CCU  

Total No. of 

Emails dealt 

with by CCU  

Presenting            

In Person  

12,087 1,086 1,888 

 

CRM  

 

Staff continue to work on the Customer 

Relationship Management System (CRM) and 

issue responses to representations from Elected 

Members (Councillors, TDs and Senators) and 

complaints submitted by the public. The total 

number of representation s for May is 786 broken 

down as follows:  

 



 
 

 

   

 

 
 

DIGITAL SERVICES 

 

¶ Learning Management System  

¶ Smart Balbriggan  

 

New Learning Management System  

People Services and Digital Services launched a 

new Learning Management System (LMS) this 

month.  The system aims to enhance the learning 

and development experience for staff.  

 

The benefits  of the system  include:  

¶ User-Friendly Interface: Seamless navigation 

for an intuitive learning experience  

¶ On-Demand Courses: Staff are encouraged to 

enroll in the courses available, l earn ing at 

their own pace .  

¶ Progress Tracking: Progress  can be monitored 

through the  tracking and reporting features . 
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Smart Balbriggan  

Smart Balbriggan helped organise and support 

the Our Nature Festival in Balbriggan hosted by 

Balbriggan Tidy Towns.   

 

15 Street Games were also developed in 

collaboration with local artists for the Family Fun 

Day in Balbriggan with Active Travel.  

 

Smart Balbriggan  also travelled with the street 

games to host them in Blanchardstown and 

Malahide during the Family Days for Bike Week  

across Fingal during the  month.  

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

   

 

COMMUNICATIONS  

 

Digital Statistics  

 

The fingal.ie website has 150,326 visitors during 

May which was an increase of 19,689 on the 

previous month while the number of page views 

rose by 39,079 to 337,993. The average time 

spent on the site rose by five seconds to 1 minute 

and 54 seconds.  

 

Almost 21,000 people viewed the Affordable 

Housing section of the website during the month 

with the planning, recycling and jobs pages also 

experiencing a high volume of traffic.  

The number of followers across the nine 

corporate social media channels has risen to 

97,094.  

 

The Facebook account achieved a major 

milestone during May as it now has 40,309 

followers, Its posts had a total of 2,032,627 views 

and a reach of 347,251 with 17,306 interactions 

which is an engagement rate of 5%.  

 

The most popular post was on May 22 about 

Skerries Pier being closed. It had a reach of 

93,511 with 408 interactions.  

 

Instagram now has 14,034 followers and 

registered 393,470 views during May.  Reach was 

35,849 and there were 4,672 interactions which 

was an engagement rate of 13%. The most read 

post was about traffic arrangements in 

Balbriggan for the funeral of Garda Ke vin Flatley 

which had a reach of 5,003 and 111 interactions.  

 The number of LinkedIn followers is now 11,552. 

The engagement rate for May was 1% from 

50,800 impressions.  

 

The number of followers on X continues to 

reduce month on month and is now at 23,385 

which is a reduction of 195 since the start of the 

year. 

 

The growth of WhatsApp continued and this 

channel now has 3,217 followers.  
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The numbers currently following the other 

corporate channels are Threads (1,382), TikTok 

(1,046) and Bluesky (419).  

 

Fourteen videos were added to the CouncilɅs You 

Tube Channel which saw the number of 

subscribers grow to 1,750.  Videos published 

included three from the Conscious Kitchen series 

as well as two road safety videos and videos on 

the Digging Drumanagh project  and the Football 

and Fitness Transition Year Course graduation.  

Videos can be viewed at  

 

https://www.youtube.com/@FingalCountyCounci

lVideo/videos . 

 

 
 

Press Releases  

 

There were 28 press releases and media 

invitations issued during May. Topics included 

Blue Flags, Bathing Water Quality, Baldoyle 

Library and Kellystown Cemetery.  

 

Media Queries  

 

Media queries received by the Communications 

Unit during May included questions about Dublin 

Airport, Cemetery Sunday, Swords Cultural 

Quarter, Schools Wardens, Flavours of Fingal and 

Donabate Library.  

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/@FingalCountyCouncilVideo/videos
https://www.youtube.com/@FingalCountyCouncilVideo/videos


 
 

 

   

 

LAW DEPARTMENT 

Contents  

Current Judicial reviews  

 

Joan Reynolds and Edel McDonough -v- Fingal 

County Council High Court Record No 2023/372 

JR 

MKN Properties Limited and another -v- Fingal 

County Council High Court Record No. 2023/373 

JR 

daa plc -v- Fingal County Council High Court 

Record No 2023/383 JR 

daa plc -v- Fingal County Council and the Irish 

Aviation Authority High Court Record No. 

2023/916 JR 

Friends of the Irish Environment CLG and SMTW 

Environmental DAC -v- the Minister for Housing 

Local Government and Heritage, Ireland and the 

Attorney General and the Office of Planning 

Regulator and Fingal County Council High Court 

Record No 2023/1047 JR 

Niall OɅConnor and Geraldine Kiernan -v- An 

Bord Pleanala and Fingal County Council High 

Court Record No 2023/1122JR  

Erigo Limited and Joseph Flood -v- Fingal County 

Council and others High Court Record No 

2023/1233 JR 

Timothy Fitzgerald and James Fitzgerald -v- 

Fingal County Council Record No 2023/1236 JR  

Ailsa Sexton -v- An Bord Pleanala and Fingal 

County Council  

High Court Record Number 2024/690JR  

Jane Phelan Walsh v An Bord Pleanala and 

Fingal County Council High Court No. 

2024/1038JR 

Nicola Byrne v Fingal County Council, An Bord 

Pleanála, the Minister for Housing, Planning and 

Local Government, Ireland, and the Attorney 

General, High Court Record Number 2024/342 

JR 

Friends of the Irish Environment CLG v Fingal 

County Council, Simon Coyle & Tom OɅBrien 

(Joint Statutory Receivers for The Shoreline 

Partnership) and The Shoreline Partnership 

High Court Record Number 2024.0001590 JR  
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AAI Baneshane Ltd v An Bord Pleanála; Notice 

Party:- Fingal County Council High Court Record 

Number 2025.0000042 JR  

AAI Baneshane Ltd v An Bord Pleanála: Notice 

Party:- Fingal County Council High Court Record 

Number 2025/0000041 JR  

Portmarnock Real Estate Development Limited 

and St. Marnock's II DAC v An Bord Pleanála and 

Fingal County Council The High Court Record 

No. H.JR.2024.1464 

Paul Clarke v Fingal County Council High Court 

Record Number 2025/0243 JR  

Integrated Materials GP Unlimited Company 

Trading as Integrated Materials Solutions 

Limited Partnership v An Bord Pleanála and 

Fingal County Council High Court Record No. 

2025 502 JR 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

   

 

ECONOMIC, ENTERPRISE, TOURISM & 

CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT  

Contents  

Tourism Development  

Tourism  

Events 

Heritage Properties  

Cultural Development  

Arts  

Libraries  

Economic Development  

Local & Rural Development  

Healthy Fingal  

LEADER Economic Programme  

Enterprise Centres  

Town Regeneration  

Balbriggan Socio -Economic Strategy  T&V 

Scheme 

Local Enterprise Office  

 

TOURISM DEVELOPMENT 

 

ɄFingal Tourism TogetherɅ Event 

 

 
 

Around 50 tourism related Fingal businesses 

were formally welcomed by the Mayor to the 

inaugural business to business event ɄFingal 

Tourism TogetherɅ at the Grand Hotel, Malahide 

on 14 th  May, bringing together key stakeholders 

and businesses in the tourism, leisure and food 

sectors in Fingal. The event was a great success 

with lots of opportunity for informal and formal 

networking and briefings on the implementation 

of both the Tourism St rategy and Food & Drink 

Policy as well as a very informative and well 

received presentation by award winning travel 

wri ter Nicola Brady.  
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Fingal Food Network  

 

 
 

An invitation has issued to all food related 

businesses in the Fingal area to join the 

revamped Fingal Food Network that will be 

known as the ɄFingal Food CircleɅ. To date, 35 

businesses have joined the network with 

representation from producers, 

cafes/res taurants and hotels. The committee has 

agreed on new branding and a logo for the 

network and this will be unveiled shortly and 

rolled out in the run up to Flavours of Fingal. A 

new map showing all members businesses and 

location will go into production sho rtly as part of 

the marketing drive for the network.   

 

 



 
 

 

   

 

EVENTS 

 

Swords Concerts 2025  

Limited availability for The Boomtown Rats and 

Nathan Carter indicate a positive public interest 

and successful promotion. This could also 

suggest greater momentum for overall event 

attendance at future events. Tickets and all 

details can be found on www.eventsinfingal.ie  

  

 
 

Flavours of Fingal County Show  

The Flavours of Fingal County Show is Fingal 

County CouncilɅs flagship annual event, attracting 

up to 70,000 visitors over two days. Held at the 

historic Newbridge House and Farm, this vibrant 

free family fun festival seamlessly blends 

agriculture, Equestrian food, culture, and 

community spirit.  

Delivered by Fingal County Council in partnership 

with key stakeholders, the show features 

everything from local artisan produce and 

livestock displays to live entertainment, kidsɅ 

activities, and interactive exhibitions. Best of all Ɂ

itɅs free to enter, with no charge for activities, 

making it one of ϥrelandɅs most accessible large-

scale events.  

At the Flavours of Fingal County Show, Fingal 

County Council proudly showcases its wide range 

of services in the dedicated Fingal Village 

marquee.  
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This interactive space is led by the 

Communication Unit allows members of the 

public to engage directly with staff from across 

the CouncilɅs departments, learn about ongoing 

initiatives, and discover the full scope of services 

that support communities acro ss the county.  

From environment, active travel, sports, arts to 

community development, tourism, libraries, 

emergency services, and more Ɂ the Fingal 

Village marquee is a central hub for information, 

engagement, and innovation.  

 
 

Festival & Events Funding ɀ May/June Allocations  

Fingal County Council is pleased to announce 

that ɚ244,325 in Festival and Events Funding has 

been allocated to a wide range of community 

groups, cultural organisations, sports clubs, and 

local initiatives across the county for the months 

of May and June.  

These grants support the delivery of festivals, 

events, and activities that enhance community 

life, celebrate local culture, and contribute to 

FingalɅs vibrant event calendar. 

 

https://www.eventsinfingal.ie/


 
 

 

   

 

Funding recipients include:  

¶ Skerries Camera Club  

¶ Ballyboughal Community Council  

¶ Broadmeadow Community Garden  

¶ Swords Celtic F.C 

¶ Leinster Branch Irish Pipe Band Association  

¶ Balbriggan Tidy Towns  

¶ Malahide Tidy Towns  

¶ Baldoyle Forum CLG 

¶ Fingal Ravens Gaelic Football Club  

¶ Irish Institute of Music and Song  

¶ The Bleeding Pig Cultural Festival Committee  

¶ Visit Howth Peninsula  

¶ Naul Community Council  

¶ Skerries Rowing Club  

¶ Skerries Ukulele Strummers  

¶ Skerries Tourism  

¶ Howth Yacht Club  

¶ Children 4 World Children (C4WC) CLG  

¶ MIND Ireland  

¶ St Luke's Community & Family Group  

¶ Balbriggan & Skerries Fishing Club  

¶ Greater Cochin Club  

¶ Balbriggan and District Historical Society  

¶ BORD CHONTAE ATHA CLIATH COMHALTAS 

¶ The Seamus Ennis Centre  

¶ Danse Fusion 

¶ Fingal Rowing Club  

¶ Castleknock Village Festival Committee  

¶ Dublin Plein Air Painting Festival  

¶ Ballyboughal Boxing Club  

¶ Skerries Sailing Club  

¶ Skerries Mills Community Garden  

¶ Bronze Events  

¶ Lusk Action Group  

¶ Lusk AC 

¶ Fingal Triathlon Club  

¶ Volleyball Ireland  

¶ Currachaí na Sceirí  

¶ St Lawrence Pipe Band Howth  

¶ Skerries Traditional Music Weekend  

¶ Balbriggan LGBTQ 

¶ Balbriggan Summerfest  

¶ Courtlough Outdoors Adventures Ltd t/a 

Flynn Park 

¶ Skerries Mid -Summer Festival  
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This diverse group of awardees reflects Fingal's 

commitment to supporting inclusive, community -

led events that promote economic development, 

well -being, creativity, accessibility and cultural 

diversity.  

HERITAGE PROPERTIES 

 

Newbridge House and Farm   

The Courtyard Kitchen will host another BBQ 

workshop with Man Street Kitchen on the 15 th 

June.  This event will cover barbecue 

maintenance and smoking techniques together 

with a live cooking demo.  

 
Afterwards the attendees will enjoy slow -cooked 

food and drinks. This limited -space event is a 

perfect FatherɅs Day treat, booking is essential. 

 

Malahide Castle  

A recent structural assessment of the roof at 

South Lodge, located at the main entrance to the 

demesne, has identified significant issues with 

the condition and stability of the roof slates. The 

inspection revealed that the nails securing the 

slates are ru sting, causing several slates to slip 

from their fixings which now poses a safety risk.  

 

 
 

Hoarding has been erected to the front of 

property to ensure public safety. A works 

package has been prepared with costings 

currently being prepared by the Architects 

Department.  

 

 



 
 

 

   

 

Swords Castle  

 

 
 

Over 2,500 people attended the second of the 

summer food markets that took place in Swords 

Castle on Saturday, 17 th  May. Bathed in glorious 

sunshine, visitors enjoyed the great atmosphere 

of the bustling market with lots of opportunities 

for the whole family to enjoy weekend browsing 

and relaxing with tasty treats under colourful 

new gazebos and beanbags dotted around the 

site.   

 

Ardgillan Castle  

 

 
 

The Board of Ardgillan Castle Limited has agreed 

to invest over ɚ100k in improving the heritage 

offering at Ardgillan Castle.  They are in 

discussion with an interpretation design 

consultancy who will create a more 

contemporary and creative experience that  

brings the tour to life and attracts a new 

audience. It is anticipated that the tour upgrade 

will be completed by the end of the year.  
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CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT 

 

Arts Development  

 

Youth & Education  

Space Crafts is a two -year arts & science initiative 

engaging over 200 children across eight primary 

schools in Dublin 15. This month artists Mary Jo 

Galligan, Julie MacConville and Aileen Murphy, 

together with scientist Sadhbh Leahy of Dunsink 

Observatory  and pupils of Scoil Oilibhéir, 

collaborated to create individual cyanotype 

prints and an astonishing large scale fabric piece 

inspired by the curious figure -eight pattern that 

traces the sunɅs annual path through the sky 

known as the ɄanalemmaɅ.   

 

 
 

Public Art  

Adam Gibney - Tidal Composition 1 - Fall and Rise 

Balbriggan Library, borrow a S.A.L.I.E -On 

Thursday 15th May,  

 

 
 

Fingal Arts Office extended an invitation to 

experience the culmination of Tidal Composition 

1: Fall and Rise an artwork by Adam Gibney. 

Central to this project is the SALIE (Sound and 

Light Interactive Emitter) network - a 

technological bridge between the Irish Sea and 

our inner emotional landscapes.  

 



 
 

 

   

 

The new artwork was launched as part of this 

years ɄHello How Are You?Ʌ Event organised by 

Thrive Balbriggan in conjunction with partner 

organisations and individuals. Adam worked with 

Thrive Balbriggan and Empower to facilitate 

engagement with their WRAP Programme 

participants who brought the SALϥEɅs and the 

calming, meditati ve properties of the sea into 

their homes.  

 

 
 

Library members are invited to borrow one of the 

S.A.L.I.E artworks for 1 week. It comes complete 

with logbook and user information so that you 

can bring the calming effects of the sea into their 

space and engage in its meditative benefits until 

the June 6th.  

 

 
 

Hide FM Podcast  

The hide FM podcast is a work of art by artist 

Garrett Phelan. It takes the form of 28 imagined 

and performed monologues on 28 birds that are 

visitors to the Rogerstown Estuary, Lusk, North 

County Dublin, Ireland. 12 of the 28 birds he 

features are on the endangered RED list. 10 of the 

birds are on the endangered AMBER list and 6 are 

on the GREEN LIST.  
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The HIDE FM - Podcast IS NOT REAL. It is an 

ɄϥMAGϥNED, PERFECTɅ landscape.  Each week we 

will release a podcast that will focus on one bird 

from the area.  

 

 
 

Creative Places Balbriggan  

A strategy workshop was held in May with the 

Arts Office team to work on the vision and main 

pillars of work of the Creative Places Balbriggan 

programme for 3 years. The main pillars of work 

will be Youth, Climate and Creative Industries. 

The coordinator also attended the Creative 

Places Network support meeting in the Arts 

Council, the KPMG ChildrenɅs Books ϥreland 

Awards and supported the opening of ɈOn the 

Altar of The Arts 2025ɉ local art exhibition in 

Millfield Shopping Centre, Balbriggan featuring 

work from 22 local artists.  

  

 
 

 



 
 

 

   

 

Loughshinny Boathouse Artist Studio Award 

Closing event  

ɄScríobhtar é sna Carraigeacha / ϥtɅs Written in the 

RocksɅ took place on 12th  May and celebrated the 

outcomes of artist Louis HaughɅs residency which 

was designed to enable an artist to reflect on 

climate change, biodiversity and the coastal 

habitats of the area.  

  

Featuring an open studio exhibition showcasing 

a collection of artworks created during the 

residency in response to LoughshinnyɅs 

biodiversity and geology, each piece reflected 

Louis HaughɅs deep engagement with the coastal 

environment and the local commun ity 

throughout his residency.  

 

Visitors also had the opportunity to take part in 

walk and talk sessions led by environment 

experts to discuss the unique biodiversity and 

geology of Loughshinny. Dr. Quentin Crowley, 

Prof. of Geology and Director of the Centre for 

the Environment Trinity College Dublin led an 

engaging talk on the areaɅs geological features 

and Fingal County CouncilɅs Executive 

Biodiversity Officer, Lorraine BullɅs session on the 

shoreline offered visitors valuable insights into 

Loughshinny's coastal biodiversity.  

 

There was over 70 people in attendance.  

 

 
 

Awards and residencies  

Graphic Studio Dublin Fine Art Print residency 

award open for applications from 19th May -27th 

June 2025. Graphic Studio Dublin, are offering 

two Fine -Art Print Residencies. It is planned that 

the two -week residencies will take place in 

Autumn/Winter 2025/2 026 at a date to be agreed 

with the artists.   
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The Age & Opportunity and Tyrone Guthrie 

Centre residency award 2025 applications open 

12th May -9th June at 5:00pm. This residency 

award offers a professional visual artist and a 

professional writer over the age of 50+ the 

opportunity to research or develop new work. 

Recipients will receive two separate 2 -week long 

residencies (1 month total per artist) includin g a 

small stipend.  The residency must take place 

between July and December 2025.  

 

Draíocht Artist Studio Residency Award opens 

3rd June. This offers a 4 -month paid Studio 

Residency in DraíochtɅs Artist Studio for the 

period September to December 2025. This 

Residency consists of the use of DraíochtɅs Visual 

ArtistɅs Studio for the period above rent free in 

addition to a fee of ɚ4,000 and ɚ1,000 towards 

material costs.  

 

Draíocht  

Our May/June programme is full with a variety 

and range of events that we are known for, on 

offer to the public. Performances such as 

Vladimir Jablokov, Neil Delamere, David 

OɅDoherty, and Shane Daniel Byrne all selling out.  

Our film programme is growing in audience 

numbers with films from I reland, Brazil, France 

and the USA included.  We have increased our 

theatre offering over May/June including 

presenting ɄBabyɅ by Dublin 15 writer, Aisling 

OɅMara.  Our programme of showcasing end of 

year shows from Dublin 15 schools of 

music/dance/drama c ontinues, giving those 

children and young people the opportunity to 

perform on the stage of their local arts centre.  

We also have work presented by the Romanian 

and Indian communities, encouraging those 

communities to engage with us and the arts.  

 



 
 

 

   

 

Our current exhibition, ɄFirst DraftɅ, by 

Blanchardstown native, Rich Gilligan ends on May 

3rd.  One outcome of this, is that Rich Gilligan will 

mentor an emerging Dublin 15 artist, Tobi Bello, 

for the remainder of 2025.   Tobi works in 

photography and pai nting.   Her mentorship with 

Rich will focus on her photography practice and 

will look at areas such as portfolio development 

and ethics in photographic portraiture.  Our next 

Exhibition ɄNavigating SpaceɅ is by Dublin 15 print 

artist, Maria Atanackovic.  This opens on June 11 th  

and runs until September 20 th . 

 

Our artist support programme is at capacity.  

Dafe Orgubo, an artist we worked with on NEST, 

is creating a new show for children, with 

DraíochtɅs support.  His latest residency with us 

included a work in progress showing.  Favour 

Odusala has been awarded o ur annual Centre 

Culturel Irlandais Residency.   This facilitates an 

artist have a month -long Residency in Paris. It is 

a partnership between CCI and Draíocht, with 

both partners contributing financially to same.  

 

The children/youth arts programme at Draíocht 

is continuing to both bring work outside the walls 

of Draíocht as well facilitating events in the 

building.   Tours, workshops and family days are 

just some of the events taking place.  Our 

landmark Toddler Tak eover Event takes place on 

May 15 th  with a Sensory Day for local invited 

schools taking place on the 16 th  May.   

 

The demand for tickets for TTO is overwhelming.   

We increased the capacity again this year but sold 

all 460 tickets over three hours when booking 

opened.  
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Our membership of venue Networks continues, 

including that of the Fingal venue Network which 

provides for exchange of information and 

expertise.  

 

Seamus Ennis Arts Centre  

May was a busy month for the Arts Centre, with a 

full programme of events covering traditional 

music, theatre, cinema, comedy and the visual 

arts.  

 

Music  

Within traditional music, the Céilí Beag continues 

its success with 24 parents and toddlers being 

introduced to a different traditional instrument 

each week. The Pop-Up Gaeltacht, Singing 

Sessions (29 in person, 13 online) and Slow 

Sessions (24 in person, 19 online) continued to 

support both learners and those more 

experienced in engaging with the Irish language, 

instruments and song. We welcomed Quilty with 

Andy Irvine and Alannah Thornburgh & Macdara 

O Faolain for two intimate performances and 

ended the m onth with a commemoration event 

for Seamus Ennis featuring music and film.  

Kimmie Rhodes and Shelton & Williams rounded 

out the music for the month, along with two 

music events for seniors as part of Bealtaine.  

 

 
 

Theatre, Cinema & Comedy  

We welcomed Frankie Cafferty and his play 

Lisdoon Nirvana, directed by Charlie Bonner on 

May 9, which featured live music by Cafferty.  

Cinema this month ranged from the Iranian My 

Favourite Cake, to the Latin American/US La 

Cocina and Italian Cinema Paradiso. An 

international journey for all visitors.  

Rounding out the month was a night of hilarity 

with David McSavage.  

 

 



 
 

 

   

 

Visual Arts  

We were delighted to host the Graphic Studio 

Dublin Exhibition, Home, drawn from a 

partnership with the Simon Community. A 

fascinating Talk & Print demonstration took place 

within the gallery, explaining some of the 

numerous processes involved in printmaki ng. 

The exhibition closes on May 31 st. 

 

 
 

We hosted a sold -out Mosaic Workshop and a 

sun-filled Food Fair, with produce from across 

Fingal (flowers, vegetables, fish, craft and cakes).  

Our next exhibition will open on June 4 th  and will 

feature Triona Sweeney and Elaine O'Dea (Art 

and Sculpture).  

 

Libraries  

Baldoyle Library re -opens  
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The Renovated Baldoyle Library was officially 

reopened to the public by the Mayor of Fingal 

Cllr. Brian McDonagh on 23rd May after 

substantial renovation works over the past 

months. The renovation modernised the library 

to serve the needs of the community in Baldoyle 

into the future. Baldoyle Library is one of the first 

public buildings in the Council's stock to be 

decarbonised by retrofitting it with a heat pump. 

Renovations include upgraded comput er rooms 

and desk areas, seating areas for reading, a 

childrenɅs activity room, and a sensory garden. 

The works also include a suite of energy efficiency 

improvements. The My Open Library service has 

resumed, providing patrons with access to library 

services from 8am to 10pm, seven days a week.   

 

Library Development  

The (re) development Skerries and Donabate 

(Ballisk House) Libraries continue, progressing in 

line with current plans and expected to open to 

the public in the coming months.  

Cruinniú na nÓg  

  

 
 

Creative Fingal presents Cruinniú na nÓg - a day 

of free creativity for young people on Saturday, 

7th June. The programme is responding to the 

creative interests of young people living in Fingal 

as expressed in the Voice of The Child Survey, and 

includes c reative writing workshops, author and 

illustrator visits, coding classes, magic shows, 

circus performers, and much more. Events will 

take place across all library branches, while 

Blanchardstown, Balbriggan and Malahide 

Libraries will each host a ɄCarnival of CuriosityɅ.  

 



 
 

 

   

 

This yearɅs Cruinniú late event is ɄWe Own the 

CastleɅ, an evening of performances from young 

talent in music, and poetry hosted by Fingal 

Libraries and Garageland Galaxyz for a teenage 

audience. The Draíocht Arts Centre will host 

Shapes & Structures ɀ Creative Response Space, 

a relaxed environment for parents and children 

to engage in creative play. Selma Daniel Dance 

will present ɄOutWallɅ, an immersive dance 

experience. The Walls Project from Waterford 

Walls will encourage young people to design and 

pain t murals. Author and Illustrator Chris Judge 

will unveil Fingal Future Visions, a time capsule 

art project he designed with four Fingal schools 

to see what Fingal, and the world, will look like 

twenty years from now.   

 

My Little Library Bag   

 

 
 

The My Little Library Bag is a national initiative 

designed for all children who will be starting 

school in September 2025. Its goal is to provide 

each child with a specially prepared bag 

containing two books and the opportunity to 

become a library member. Children and families 

can now collect their My Little Library Bag from 

all Fingal Library branches.   

 

Guide to Resources for Primary Schools   

Fingal Libraries has produced a guide for 

teachers, educators, parents and guardians of 

children in Fingal, highlighting its free resources 

for primary schools and students. The guide, 

Fingal Libraries: Free Resources for Primary 

Schools, is available to v iew and download on the 

Fingal Libraries website. Hard copies are also 

available in library branches.   
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Pride Events   

Balbriggan Library is celebrating Pride month in 

June with two author talks. Playwright Phillip 

McMahon will be in conversation with journalist 

Una Mullally about his play ɄOnce Before ϥ GoɅ on 

11th June. Author Páraic Kerrigan will speak 

about his work an d share stories of trailblazers 

and change makers in Irish society, drawing on 

oral history and archival evidence on 14th June.   

 

Bealtaine Festival   

 

 
 

The Bealtaine Festival, ϥrelandɅs national 

celebration of the arts and creativity for older 

adults, ran in Fingal Libraries throughout the 

month of May. Events and workshops included 

literary readings, live music, poetry workshops, 

film screenings, glass etching, wreath -making, 

painting, calligraphy, embroidery, cyanotype 

pho tography, intergenerational arts and crafts 

workshops, and a beginnersɅ bodhrán course, as 

well as a selection of interesting talks. Older 

people in Fingal responded enthusiastically to 

the opportunity to express their creativity and 

learn a new skill.   

 

Dublin Climate Action Week   

Events to celebrate Dublin Climate Action Week 

took place in several libraries between 12th ɀ 

18th May. Ciarán Conneely of Dublin Community 

Growers gave a talk on how community gardens 

can mitigate the effects of climate change. Self 

Help Africa delivered a workshop on ethical 

fashion to transition year students in Balbriggan 

Library. A Codema Home Energy advice pop -up 

clinic took place in Malahide Library to assist 

members of the public in using the home energy 

saving kits available from libraries.   

 

 



 
 

 

   

 

Africa Day   

 

 
 

Balbriggan Library celebrated Africa Day with a 

family -friendly music event featuring musician 

Darren Rogers and John Nukepor. Dr. Olusegun 

Morakinyo gave a lecture on the intersecting 

histories of Africa and Ireland. An exhibition of 

pictures of African collections from the National 

Museum of Ireland and the National Museum of 

Northern Ireland will run in the library until 13th 

June. Blanchardstown Library hosted an in -

conversation event with three writers, Me latu 

Uche Okorie, Neo Florence Gilson, and 

Gonchigkhand Byambaa, moderated by Evelyn 

Nomayo.   

 

Outreach at Swords Castle Food Market   

Fingal Libraries hosted the Ʉchapel programmeɅ at 

the new Swords Castle Food Market on Saturday, 

17th May. Library staff spoke with members of 

the public about all the services libraries have to 

offer. Anna Browne gave a talk on seed saving, 

and children's  author Shane Hegarty read from 

his work, engaging children of all ages.   

 

Economic Development  

Fingal Skills Strategy  

 

      
 

EETCD continues to support and drive the actions 

outlined in Future Fingal: Fingal Skills Strategy 

2024-2029, to develop FingalɅs skills ecosystem, 

working in partnership with the SSIG and 

Industry Subgroups.   
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Meetings are scheduled for Q2 with the 

Transport & Logistics, Green -Skills and 

Construction skills to explore and discuss 

opportunities to promote skills development in 

these sectors with key education and industry 

stakeholders.  

Xplore Your Future Fingal TY Skills Expo 2025  

Under Theme 2 of the Strategy the Xplore Your 

Future Expo is a key deliverable, and planning is 

underway for the 2025 Xplore Your Future Fingal 

TY Skills Expo which is open to all TY students in 

Fingal secondary schools. The Expo is scheduled 

to take place  in The Helix, DCU on the 14 th  of 

October 2025, building on the success of the last 

two TY Skills Expo Events. 

 

This year's edition is set to be the largest yet with 

over 2500 students from across Fingal registered 

to attend.  

 

 

Xplore Your Future Competition - Student 

Skills Competition (Construction, Transport & 

Logistics)  

 

The "Xplore Your Futureɉ Student Skills 

Competition" derived from participation in the 

Intereg SKYLA Project and good practice 

learnings and is an initiative of the "Xplore Your 

Future" TY Students Skills Expo.   

 

 



 
 

 

   

 

Fingal secondary school students/teams are 

invited to research/explore and market potential 

career opportunities in specified industry 

sectors. The current competition is focusing on 

the Construction and Transport & Logistics 

sectors. Teams must identify a t least five careers 

with their chosen sector, document their 

research methodology and create marketing 

content to promote these career paths to their 

peers.  

 

The aim of the competition is to create 

awareness and understanding amongst 

secondary school children/teachers of the 

potential career paths and opportunities, 

fostering and building a future skills pipeline for 

key industry sectors within the Fingal econo my.  

 

Interreg Skyla Project  

 

 
 

Fingal continues to participate in the SKYLA 

partnership, representing seven regions to 

enhance VETɅs role in innovation ecosystems, 

strengthen links between SMEs and VET 

providers, and boost regional capacity to 

anticipate and meet skills needs.  

Reporting on the policy instrument improvement 

was submitted in May outlining the adoption of 

the Future Fingal: Fingal Skills Strategy which 

includes details on improvements made to 

Strategy as a result of learning from the good 

practices of the partners.  
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In June the project team will take part in the 

SKYLA webinar - Smart Specialisation Skills 

Ecosystems for the Twin Transition Regional 

Pathways to Inclusive Growth and Innovation. 

and present on the Fingal Skills Strategy.  

 

Bi-Lateral Exchange  

Fingal in collaboration with DCU & DRSF are 

hosting a bi -lateral exchange visit with SKYLA 

project partner Skåne, Sweden in June 2025. The 

exchange will focus on FingalɅs good practice 

ɈSpotlight on Skillsɉ from DRSF/Eϥ and the ɉSTinT 

programmeɉ from DCU.  

 

 

 
 

URBACTɀEcoCore  

 

   
 

Fingal County Council continues to lead and drive 

the URBACT EcoCore Project which comprises a 

network of 9 small cities/towns in Europe 

focussing on challenges and opportunities for 

green growth and sustainable economic 

development along strategic transpo rt corridors.  

 

Reporting on activities in 2024 have been 

submitted to the URBACT Secretariat.  

 
 



 
 

 

   

 

The EcoCore Project team visited Alba Iulia, 

Romania from the 19 th-22nd of May for the project 

network meeting where partners conducted peer 

reviews of each cities Integrated Action Plans 

(IAPs). 

 

 
 

The network meeting included site visits to local 

industries showcasing their work in digital and 

green sectors, including  Delex, who have 

designed and constructed the only carbon 

neutral building in Romania.  

 

The group also visited IPEC, one of the top 5 

producers of ceramics in the world who haven 

implemented robotics on the production line.  

 

 
 

A key deliverable of meeting was to participate in 

the Integrated Action Plan (IAP) peer review 

workshop, where project partners 

comprehensively reviewed and critiqued each 

other's Integrated Action Plans.  Balbriggan IAP 

received constructive feedback which is being 

incorporated into the draft IAP which will be 

presented to the URBACT Local Group (ULG) for 

their input at the next ULG meeting sched uled for 

the 19 th  of June. 
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EETCD presented at the second annual joint 

URBACT-European Urban Initiative Irish 

information session in Custom House on the 1 st 

of May. The event was organised by EMRA 

(Eastern and Midland Regional Assembly, the 

national contact point entity for URBACT and EUI 

in Ireland.  

 

This was a great opportunity for Fingal showcase 

our participation in an EUI City to City Exchange 

Project with other Local Authority 

representatives and to highlight our position as 

the first Local Authority in Ireland to lead an 

URBACT project.  

 

 

Stephenstown and Folkstown Little 

Framework Plans  

 

 
 

The Draft Stephenstown (FP 4.A) & Folkstown 

Little (FP 4.B) Framework Plan was on public 

display from 17 th  October to 15 th  November 

2024.  

 

Following public consultation, the public 

submissions received on the Framework Plan are 

under review for the preparation of the Chief 

ExecutiveɅs report for the consideration of the 

Elected Members. An update on progress was 

delivered in a briefing to the Elected Members on 

the 26 th  May 2025.  

 

 



 
 

 

   

 

Future Fingal: Economic Development 

Strategy  

The Economic Development team is progressing 

the implementation of actions, including the 

development of a Marketing Plan under the 

Future Fingal: Fingal Economic Development 

Strategy.  

 

           
 

Sustainable Fingal   

 

 
 

 

 
 

In collaboration with Fingal Chamber and as part 

of Climate Action Week (12-16th  May), EETCD is 

hosted a series of four one -hour Business 

Sustainability Briefings throughout Fingal for the 

food and hospitality sector with Amy Irwin from 

Conscious Kitchens as the key guest speaker.  
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The events focussed on sustainable business 

practices for the food and hospitality sector in 

Fingal and informed businesses to implement 

waste reduction and sustainable food practices 

to help them achieve both cost savings and 

efficiency through sustainabl e business 

practices.  

 

This was a great opportunity for business in the 

food and hospitality sector to learn sustainable 

business practices and hear from other Fingal 

food businesses about their sustainability 

journeys.   

 

 
 

Future Fingal: Fingal Sustainability Strategy  

Procurement is nearing completion for the 

provision of consultancy services to prepare 

Future Fingal: Fingal Sustainable Strategy which 

will complement and support Future Fingal: 

Economic Development Strategy and Future 

Fingal: Fingal Skills Strategy.  The Strategy will 

have an external focus on providing support to 

existing businesses in Fingal to encourage the 

incorporation of sustainability measures into 

operating business models and collaboration as 

the County transitions to a more circular 

economy mode l across all business sectors and 

operating in partnership with local communities.  

 

EETCD continues to liaise with representatives 

from DCU and DAA to explore a work programme 

for 2025 to progress potential collaborative 

sustainable projects. An application to a 

competitive funding call to Peaceplus to fund a 

project on district heating w as unsuccessful 

stakeholders will examine other funding 

opportunities to advance the project and to 

explore funding opportunities for projects in the 

area of biodiversity and the circular economy.  

 

 



 
 

 

   

 

Circular Cities  

 
 

EETCD has joined the Circular Cities & Regions 

Initiative (CCRI) Community of Practice on 

Supporting Local Circular Businesses and 

participated in the first working group on the 21 st 

of May.  

 

The working group is comprised of 12 European 

cities, a diverse representation from Cities & 

Regions. Fingal County Council is the only Irish 

participant.  

 

The first meeting marks the beginning of a 

collaborative journey where participants will 

exchange insights, explore challenges and co -

develop strategies to collaborate with 

businesses, mobilise resources, and scale circular 

solutions at the local level.  

As Fingal County Council is a signatory of Circular 

Cities Declaration, we continue to engage with 

the Circular Cities & Regions Initiative.  

 

Following the EcoCore Hackathon held in 

October 2025, EETCD and Smart Balbriggan are 

progressing with a feasibility study on the 

winning concept to examine the potential for a 

Circular Economy Hub and Digital Platform.  

 

Dublin Belfast Economic Corridor (DBEC)  
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The Dublin Belfast Economic Corridor (DBEC) 

Partnership continues to meet regularly to shape 

and influence policy to enable a higher 

performing cross border economy and to 

advance the DBEC work programme.  

 

EETCD is working with DBEC to lead on an 

application for funding to InterTrade Ireland for 

the development of an innovation support 

programme, building on the work that Fingal lead 

on for DBEC in 2023 for a Feasibility Study on 

Innovation Support and funde d by the Shared 

Island Fund.  

 

LOCAL AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT 

 

 
 

 

Fingal Local Community Development 

Committee  

 

The Fingal LCDC continues to oversee and 

administer the key areas of LEADER and SICAP 

and the various Local Development and 

Community Development funding programmes 

under its remit. The LCDC also manages the 

Healthy Ireland Initiative and the implementation 

of the community element and review of 

economic elements of  the  Fingal Local Economic 

& Community Plan.  

 

The LCDC met on 28th  May 2025 and focused on 

LECP Theme 3: Skills for Life & Work and 

discussed approaches to advance delivery on 

objectives under this theme.   The next meeting 

of the LCDC will take place on 9 th  July 2025.  

 

SICAP 

 

The annual SICAP budget for 2024 was 

ɚ2,036,355.06 which included a separate funding 

provision for new arrivals.   

 



 
 

 

   

 

 
 

The 2025 budget allocations are outlined below 

in respect of the delivery of the Social Inclusion 

Community Activation Programme (SICAP):  

 

¶ SICAP Budget 2025 - ɚ1,568,717.00 

¶ New Arrivals Budget 2025 - ɚ375,372.00  

 

DRCD is seeking proposals for additional New 

Arrivals Funding by the 30 th  May and an 

application for additional funding for Fingal has 

been submitted.  

 

The mid -year SICAP review is scheduled to take 

place in June for the LCDCɅs review and approval 

in July.  

 

Pobal delivered  finance and IRIS training on 22 nd 

May to LCDC support staff in advance of the 

submission date.  

 

 

 
 

 

LEADER Programme  

 

Fingal LCDC and Fingal LEADER Partnership are 

responsible for the LEADER Programme 2023 ɀ 

2027 in the Dublin rural area. The Dublin Rural 

LEADER (LAG) includes rural areas in the 

administrative areas of Fingal, Dun Laoghaire 

Rathdown and South Dublin.  
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The Dublin Rural LAG met on 29 th  April 2025 and 

approved 8 Projects for funding. The next Dublin 

Rural LAG meeting is scheduled for the 17 th June 

2025.   

 

LEADER continues to seek applications from 

Individuals, Farm Families, Rural Businesses, 

Community & Voluntary Groups and Social 

Enterprises. Help is available to guide applicants 

through the process.  

 

More details: www.dublinruralleader.ie   or 

contact rdinfo@fingalleaderpartnership.ie  

 

 

Local Enhancement Programme 2025  

 

The Local Enhancement Programme 2025 

launched on 3 rd  December 2024.  

 

Community and Voluntary Groups in Fingal 

applied for funding under the Local 

Enhancement Programme (LEP) 2025. The 

Programme is designed to provide both capital 

and current funding support to a wide and 

diverse range of local groups. Funding is available 

to support small capital works/improvements, 

the purchase of equipment for community use; 

tables and chairs, tools and signage, laptops and 

printers, lawnmowers, canopies and training 

equipment etc., as well as capital costs; electricity 

costs, refuse charg es, heating charges, 

rental/lease costs, insurance bills.  

 

 
 

 

http://www.dublinruralleader.ie/
mailto:rdinfo@fingalleaderpartnership.ie


 
 

 

   

 

Fingal County Council was allocated a total of 

ɚ268,827 in funding for Groups across the county 

ɚ230,423 in Capital Funding and ɚ38,404 in 

Current Funding.  

 

The Evaluation Committee Meeting for the 

Current Funding Scheme was held on 27th 

January 2025, followed by the Evaluation 

Committee Meeting for the Capital Funding 

Scheme on 28th January 2025.  

 

All proposed funding has now been submitted to 

the Department of Rural & Community 

Development (DRCD) for final approval and 

notifications will be issued to all applicants when 

allocations are approved by DRCD.  

 

Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme 

(ORIS) 

The County Outdoor Recreation Plan (CORP), 

developed under the guidance of the County 

Outdoor Recreation Committee, was presented 

at the April Council Meeting and has been 

submitted to DRCD.  

 
 

Applications under the 2024/2025 Outdoor 

Recreation Infrastructure Scheme (ORIS) funded 

by the Department of Rural & Community 

Development were submitted in March 2025.  

 

2 applications were submitted under the Project 

Development Measure  for feasibility studies for 

water -based sports facilities on the Royal Canal 

and a greenway linking Balrothery to Ardgillan 

Castle.  

 

4 applications were submitted under Measure 1  

for swim shelters in Rush, Skerries & Donabate 

and for a play trail in Rush.  
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1 application for the Fingal Camino project was 

submitted under Measure 2.  

 

1 application for improvement works around the 

Balbriggan Boathouse and Bathhouse was 

submitted under Measure 3 . 

 

 
 

 
 

Healthy Steps  

Healthy Fingal is developing three walking 

initiatives in Balbriggan, Donabate, and Dublin 15 

under the "Healthy Steps" project, with support 

from the HSE, Empower and FingalɅs Sports 

Office. These community -based walks allow GPs 

and healthcare professionals to refer patients, 

promoting both physical activity and mental 

wellbeing. The Donabate walk has been running 

successfully for the past two years as part of the 

Woodl ands for Health initiative, which supports 

mental health through nature -based activity. This 

walk will continue under the same name and like 

the walk in Millennium Park and Balbriggan is 

now open to referrals through Healthy Steps.  

 

 
 

 



 
 

 

   

 

Smoke Free Homes Challenge  

The Smoke Free Homes Challenge has expanded 

to include both Ladyswell National School and 

Corduff Senior National School. Delivered by 

Healthy Fingal, the HSE, and Empower, the 

programme encourages families to make their 

homes and cars smoke -free. A fun 

colouring/drawing competition took place in 

both schools with information on signing up to 

the Smoke Free Homes Challenge sent out to all 

student homes. To date, 57 families have signed 

up to the initiative, which will take place over 4 

weeks in June, with p arents receiving support 

materials and information on maintaining a 

smoke free home/car and signposting 

participants towards quit smoking supports in 

the community.  

 

 
 

Community Recognition Fund 2023  

The Community Recognition Fund (CRF) 2023, 

funded by the Department of Rural and 

Community Development, approved the 

CouncilɅs project proposals in March 2023.  Fingal 

County Council has received an allocation of 

ɚ1,813,912 for 26 projects across Fingal with ɚ1.5 

million claimed to date.  

 

While most projects have been completed t he 

remaining projects were granted extensions by 

the DRCD and are in the process of closing. 

EETCD continues to submit drawdown claims as 

the projects reach completion.   

 

Community Recognition Fund (CRF) 2024  

The Council received an allocation of ɚ1,538,573 

in respect of the Community Recognition Fund 

(CRF) 2024. The funding will support capital 

projects which will be delivered over the time 

period 2025/2026.  
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The fund is targeted to invest in those 

communities, villages and towns where the 

highest level of new arrivals is located and where 

a clear need for investment is identified.  

The funding is allocated across 3 application 

windows as outlined below:  

 

Application Window 1:   

8 community projects in Fingal received funding 

of c. ɚ630,000 in August 2024: 

 

¶ Castleknock Community Centre Association 

CLG for demolition and rebuilding of the old 

credit union building  

¶ Accessible Transport Project CLG - Locallink 

Louth Meath Fingal for the purchase of a 

community bus  

¶ O'Dwyers GAA Club for the provision of 

wheelchair access and development of 

facilities  

¶ Hartstown Community Centre for the 

installation of new windows  

¶ Foroige - Coastal North Dublin for purchase 

of a mini -bus  

¶ Trinity Gaels GAA Club for pitch 

enhancement including drainage and 

surfacing  

¶ Phoenix Football Club for development of 

equipment storage facilities  

¶ Skerries Harps GAA and Camogie Club for 

LED floodlighting installation  

 

Application Window 2:  

7 community projects in Fingal received funding 

of c ɚ596,000 in February 2025: 

 

¶ Donabate Portrane Community Centre - 

       Safety and Accessibility Works  

¶ St Margaret's GAA Club Astroturf Installation  

¶ Baldoyle Forum - Fire Safety Upgrades  

¶ Corduff Resource Centre Fire Safety 

Upgrades  

¶ Blanchardstown Centre for Independent 

Living Electric Wheelchair Accessible Van  

¶ Phibblestown Community Centre Astroturf 

Resurfacing (ɚ50,000) 

¶ O'Dwyers GAA Club, Balbriggan - Supply and 

Installation of Perimeter Fencing  

 



 
 

 

   

 

 

Application Window 3:   

The third and final public call for applications 

under this funding stream was announced in 

November with a submission deadline in 

December 2024.  

 

 
 

Project proposals have been evaluated and 

submitted to the Department of Rural and 

Community Development (DRCD), and we are 

now awaiting approval.  

 

 

ENTERPRISE CENTRES 
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Following an agreement by the Boards of 

Directors of BASE, Beat and Drinan Enterprise 

Centres to consolidate the management of all 

three centres, the Council has now formed a new 

legal entity Ɉϥnnovate Fingalɉ to drive innovation 

and focus on the strategic  development of the 3 

Enterprise Centres.   

 

The Council approved the lease of BASE and 

Drinan Enterprise Centres to Innovate Fingal at 

the April Council Meeting. An official launch event 

for Innovate Fingal will be scheduled in Q3 2025.  

 

All three Enterprise Centres have space available 

to start -up businesses and 

businesses/individuals who wish to avail of 

remote working options and facilities. Bespoke 

options or generic office fitouts can be 

considered. Occupancy rates at the CouncilɅs 

th ree enterprise centres are all over 90%. The 

three Enterprise Centres currently support 65 

businesses and over 320 direct jobs.  

 

TOWN REGENERATION OFFICE 

 

Our Balbriggan 2019 ɀ 2030 Rejuvenation Plan 

ɀ A Socio-Economic Strategy  

 

 
 

The Our Balbriggan Programme Office continues 

to support the local Leadership Group, in the 

stewardship and oversight of the 

implementation of the Balbriggan Socio -

Economic plan 2024 ɀ 2030.  Four multi -

stakeholder groups meet periodically, to 

progress opp ortunities around Economic 

Development, Education, Skills & Employment, 

Community Development and Sustainability, 

Climate Action and Bio -diversity Pillar.   



 
 

 

   

 

The Public Realm Pillar is chaired by the County 

Architect and reports directly to the Chief 

Executive.   

 

After a mid -point governance review in 2024 the 

Rejuvenation programme horizon was extended 

to 2030, to bring it in line with the Urban 

Regeneration Development Fund (URDF), 

supported by the Department of Housing, 

Heritage and Local Government.  

 

The Balbriggan Leadership Group, independently 

chaired by Dr. David Begg formally adopted a set 

of new Pillar Action Workplans for the period 

2025 ɀ 2030 and has now  moved to 

implementation phase. The Leadership Group  

are scheduled to meet next on June 2 5th with 

Pillar Groups scheduled to meet during May/June 

to progress Action Workplans.  

  

 
 

The Council have appointed contractor John 

Craddock Ltd and work is progressing on 

schedule, on the redevelopment of the Quay 

Street, Harbour & Environs area which is due to 

be substantially completed by December 2025.   

Work continues to progress well across key 

elements of the Quay Street & Harbour site.  
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Phase 2 Works have been completed including 

Town Car Park and works to the River Walls and 

Riverbed & Mill Street upgrades. Phase 3 has 

commenced with the heritage restoration of the 

RNLI Boathouse building for commercial use, the 

new public toilets are co nstructed to roof level, 

with work to begin shortly on the construction of 

a new roof. The new harbour building and kiosks 

are being progressed with substantive upgrades 

to Quay Street ongoing.  Phase 4 will incorporate 

construction of 2 pedestrian bridges , with 

substantial completion of the Toilet Block & Kiosk 

and Harbour Buildings.   

 

 
 

 
 

The planting of trees on the south -side of the new 

redeveloped plaza area has been completed, this 

follows the planting of 20 additional trees around 

the Quay Street Car Park area and along the 

adjoining River Bracken.  

    

The Our Balbriggan Programme Office continues 

to provide regular updates on the project 

through social media Channels and includes 

detailed information on frequently asked 

questions. Up to date information on the project 

is available on Balbriggan.ie  

 



 
 

 

   

 

 
 

2 - 4 Dublin Street is to be transformed into a new 

Creative Hub with 8 workspaces at 2 Dublin 

Street  

and an ancillary connected space at 4 Dublin 

Street which will support STEAM education,  

training and enterprise activities supported by 

Fingal Arts Office & SMART Balbriggan. Planning 

permission was granted at Council in October 

2023. 

 

On receipt of stage gate 2 permission from the 

Urban Regeneration Development Fund (URDF) 

Unit, Department of Housing, Heritage and Local 

Government, tender documentation will be 

released to market in Q3 2025.  

 

 
 

An Integrated Design Team has been appointed 

for the DeBruns site and are progressing work on 

design options based on best possible uses and 

site constraints. Stakeholder engagement 

sessions with local community, civic and business 

groups, and neighbouring  properties have been 

completed. Insights gained have been 

incorporated into the pre -design report which 

has been submitted to FCC for review.  
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The Programme Office is currently reviewing a 

Feasibility Study for a Swim Platform, prepared 

by Langan Consulting (Marine) Engineers, 

including options and costings.  

 

An Internal Project Team has been established 

from the Town Regeneration Office, Our 

Balbriggan Programme Office and FCC Architects  

to progress the Boathouse and Bathhouse 

project. Enabling works have now been 

completed. Engineers have been appointed to 

the project, which is set to be substantially 

completed in Q2 2026.   An application was 

submitted to the Outdoor Recreation Scheme in  

March to support costs associated with the 

scheme and its environs.  

 

 
 

A Draft Open Spaces Scheme for Balbriggan, 

CHIEFTAINS DRIVE/MOYLARAGH ROAD was 

published on Consult.ie on May 9 th  to May 30th  

The proposed scheme includes a Half MUGA, and 

other outdoor equipment including seating. The 

scheme in conjunction with FCC Sports, 

Community & Operations Teams is in response 

to an identified need for amenities in North West 

Balbriggan.  

 

 
 

 



 
 

 

   

 

The Our Balbriggan Office continues to generate 

regular and unique content across all social 

media channels, Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, 

LinkedIn with over 13,000+ followers across its 5 

social media channels.  

 
Town Centre First ɀ Lusk  

Following the completion of the Lusk for Life Plan, 

two applications for Project Development 

Measure funding were submitted to the 

Department of Rural and Community 

Development for their consideration and both 

projects have now been approved for funding.  

 

These were identified in the Lusk Town Centre 

First Plan and include measures to develop 

appropriate facilities in LuskɅs Central Parks and 

the possibility of a farmers' market.  

 

A feasibility study is currently being completed 

regarding the potential of a farmersɅ market, and 

a request for tender process has commenced in 

relation to the Central Parks project.  

 

 

Discussions regarding a new town team are 

ongoing and this is expected to be finalised soon.  

 

Town Centre First ɀ Balrothery  

Following on from the recent completion of a 

Town Centre First Health Check report, a meeting 

was held on the 15 th  of May with prospective 

members of the new town team for Balrothery to 

discuss draft terms of reference, town team 

composition, and future government funding 

possibilities. Finalisation of the new town team 

structure for Balrothery is expected to take pla ce 

before the end of May, with its inaugural meeting 

expected to take place in June.  
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Town Centre First ɀ Ballyboughal  

A Town Centre First Health Check report has 

been completed for Ballyboughal. A meeting was 

subsequently held on the 14 th  of May with 

potential members to discuss draft terms of 

reference, town team composition, and 

possibilities for future government funding. The 

town team is expected to be finalised before the 

end of May, with it's inaugural meeting will is 

expected take p lace in June. 

 

 
 

Town Centre First ɀ Donabate  

Similar to Balrothery and Ballyboughal, a Town 

Centre First Health Check report has also been 

completed for Donabate and a meeting was held 

on the 20 th  of May regarding composition of the 

new town team and draft terms of reference, as 

well as future government funding possibilities. It 

is expected that the new town team will hold its 

inaugural meeting in June.  

 

 
 



 
 

 

   

 

Town Centre First ɀ Rush  

The Town Centre First capacity process continues 

to move forward in Rush, with workshops held on 

07 May and 19 May, to identify areas of need and 

corresponding actions which the town team will 

focus on when established. Additional 

workshops are scheduled f or June.  

 

 

 
 

Town & Village Renewal Schemes  

The Town Regeneration Office is currently 

facilitating two approved projects under the 

Town & Village Renewal Scheme from 2023. A 

Phase 4 development of Floraville Park in 

Skerries (ɚ55,800) and upgrades to the Rush 

Community Centre (ɚ64,350) have been 

approved by the Department of Rural and 

Community Development. Both projects are on 

scheduled to be completed by October 2025.  

 

A new call for projects in 2025 was announced by 

the Department of Rural and Community 

Development in March. The Town Regeneration 

Office has sought Expressions of Interests from a 

wide variety of internal and external stakeholder 

groups. Fingal has commun icated the new 

scheme through their website and social media 

channels throughout April and May 2025, and will 

continue to do so until the closing date for receipt 

of Expressions of Interest on June 13 th 2025. 

Additional information, including the Expressio n 

of Interest form, is available on www.fingal.ie  . 
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Streetscape Enhancement Scheme 2024  

A second Streetscape Enhancement Scheme was 

launched in November and a number of 

expressions of interest were received by the 

closing date for applications of 29 November. 

Under the new scheme, up to 75% of the cost of 

improvements, up to a maximum grant a mount 

of ɚ1,500 per eligible property, is available, 

subject to terms and conditions. Nine 

applications have been approved for funding 

totalling ɚ12,635.28 for a variety of works 

including painting, green enhancement, and 

signage improvement.  

 

Letters of Offer have been issued to successful 

applicants and improvement works will be 

carried out over the coming months.  

 

 
 

Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme 

Project  

One project was approved under the Outdoor 

Recreation ϥnfrastructure Scheme for 2024, ɈSea 

Swimming at Skerries Springersɉ.  

 

An options report has now been received from 

the designated consultant, and is currently being 

reviewed.  

 

https://www.fingal.ie/


 
 

 

   

 

Derelict Sites  

 

82 statutory notices have issued to owners of 

Derelict properties under the Derelict Sites Act, 

1990 since the start of 2025 resulting in a further 

11 derelict sites being added to the Derelict Sites 

Register. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

There has been a total of 105 inspections carried 

out year to date through referrals from members 

of the public and through the activity of the 

Derelict Sites team.  
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The Derelict Sites team continues to focus on 

engagement with the owners of these derelict 

sites and will continue identifying further derelict 

sites across the county.  

 

The Town Regeneration Office actively 

encourages the reporting of potential derelict 

sites. Referrals can be made by accessing the 

Report Form on Fingal County CouncilɅs public 

website and emailing the completed form to 

derelictsites@fingal.ie  

 

LEO Fingal provides a broad suite of support 

services to stimulate enterprise and enable small 

businesses to succeed. Some of the LEO 

highlights for May 2025 are as follows:   

  

 National Enterprise Awards 2025   

  

 

5 9 16

121

82

CUM TO END MAY

Year on Year Cumulative Derelict 
Sites Statutory Notices Issued up 

to End of May 2025

2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

29

2
4

152

19

11

Derelict Sites Statutory Notices 
Issued YTD to End Of May 2025

Balbriggan

Blanchardstown
Mulhuddart

Castleknock

Howth Malahide

Ongar

Rush Lusk

Swords

0

10

20

30

40

50

Jan-25 Feb-25Mar-25 Apr-25May-25

INSPECTIONS 2025

Balbriggan Blanch/Mul Castleknock

Howth/Mal Ongar Rush/Lusk

Swords

mailto:derelictsites@fingal.ie


 
 

 

   

 

The National Enterprise Awards is a national 

competition in which the finalists from each of 

the 31 Local Enterprise Office areas compete for 

the National awards. This year, Cuty Gupta from 

Cozmotec CG Consulting Ltd  represented Fingal 

at the National Enterprise Awards final in the 

Mansion House on 22 nd May 2025. LEO Fingal is 

proud to announce that Cozmotec has been 

named the Dublin Region Winner and are 

acknowledged as a standout business in Dublin. 

Cozmotec are leading the way in providing 

business process automation and AI -driven 

solutions. LEO Fingal are also delighted to 

announce that Tom Keogh , founder of KeoghɅs 

Crisps scooped the Outstanding Achievement 

Award at the National Enterprise Awards.   

Local Enterprise Office Fingal is delighted to have 

provided support to both Cozmotec and KeoghɅs 

Crisps, the LEO Fingal team are working hard to 

ensure that Cozmotec continue to get the 

support they need as they grow their business 

internationally. While KeoghɅs Crisps, led by Tom 

Keogh, who transformed his familyɅs 200-year-

old farming legacy into an internationally 

recognised crisp brand, employing over 150 

people in Fingal will continue to receive support 

from Enterprise Ireland as they grow from 

streng th to strength.   

Several Fingal-based businesses have achieved 

success in the National Enterprise Awards over 

recent years. Last year, PRM Assist Ltd won the 

Dublin Region award, in 2023 Cream of the Crop 

Ltd won the Green/Sustainability Award, while in 

2022, Farmony, clin ched the Dublin Region 

award. Other previous National Winners from 

Fingal included Kianda in Blanchardstown, Hope 

Beer in Howth, flight simulation company 

ɈSimtech Aviationɉ, as well as software 

companies ɈVromoɉ and ɈϥFS Ltd.ɉ from Dublin 

15.  

 

Fingal Enterprising Women Network   
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The Fingal Enterprising Women Network (FEWN) 

- Resilient by Design event on May 23rd, 2025, 

was a great success, bringing together women 

entrepreneurs for an engaging fireside chat with 

Dr. Rosalind Beere. The discussion explored 

resilient leadership, financial confidence, and 

work -life balance, offering valuable perspectives 

and actionable insights. The event fostered 

meaningful connections, with a networking lunch 

providing an excellent opportunity for 

participants to continue conversations and build 

lasting relationships.   
 

Fingal Business Supports Briefing   

  

  

Following the success of the Fingal Business 

Supports Briefing on May 7th, which had 95 

registrants, the next session is scheduled for June 

4th  at the RIASC Centre, Kinsealy. The May event 

saw strong engagement from local business 

owners, with attendees benefiting from expert 

guidance on training, mentorship, and grants. 

Interest in Business Advice Clinics, Start Your 

Own Business Courses, and Gr ant Application 

Workshops continues to grow, and the upcoming 

briefing will provide even more opportunities to 

access valuable support. The LEO Fingal team will 

once again offer Q&A sessions and one -on-one 

consultations, helping participants take the next 

steps in their business journey.   

  



 
 

 

   

 

Food Sectoral Supports   

  

 

The latest Dublin regional Food Starter course 

began on 19 th  May led by LEO Fingal, and is fully 

online to suit availability of our busy food 

producers. The programme is already booked 

out due to the high demand for this type of 

training. LEO Fingal welcomed participants and 

highlighted availability of supports including 

funding and Energy Efficiency Grants as well as 

Digital Programmes.   

  

Evaluations and Approvals Committee   

The Evaluation and Approvals Committee (EVAC) 

approved 4 projects for funding at its 

May meeting, bringing to ɚ418,695 the total 

approved year to date 2025, for 22 applicants 

across Business Feasibility, Priming and 

Expansion Grants. The next EVAC meeting will  be 

held online on the 2 nd of July 2025.    

  

Management Development   

  

 
 

The latest Leadership for Business Acceleration 

programme concluded on May 7 th . Participants 

now have a couple of months to work on their 

business plan and submit for review by the 

course providers. The current cohort will 

graduate and receive a certificate at the opening 

of the next course which is on 25 th  September 

2025.  
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The 8-week programme facilitates established 

businesses within the Dublin & Fingal area to 

grow their businesses and expand. It allows 

owners time to plan and build a strategy which 

will carry them through the next 3 years while 

building their network and learning new skills in 

the areas of business management, finance and 

marketing. The next programme commences on 

Thursday 25 th  September at the Carlton Hotel 

and will be open for bookings shortly.   

  
 

Energy Efficiency Grant Scheme   

  

        

  

The Local Enterprise Office (LEO) Energy 

Efficiency Grant was recently revamped and 

relaunched with several significant changes, the 

main one being its increase from ɚ5,000 to 

ɚ10,000 and a change from match funding to 

now covering up to 75% of eligible costs. The 

Energy Efficiency Grant is an excellent 

opportunity for small businesses to  continue 

their business more sustainably and efficiently, 

which will benefit them in the long run. To apply, 

businesses need to be solvent and operating 

within Fingal for at least six months.   

This year there has seen strong interest in this 

scheme with enquiries coming from restaurants, 

pubs and coffee shops. Seven companies have 

been approved year to date, with several 

businesses currently working on applications.   

  

Two Success Story videos have been produced to 

highlight the benefits of this grant. Stories by Ola 

(Balbriggan) and PJɅs Party & Childcare 

(Balbriggan). In addition, LEO Fingal team 

presented details of the Energy Efficiency Grant 

at Climate Action Week o n 12th ɀ 19th May in 

Swords, Blanchardstown, Howth & Malahide. 

Businesses were met with on an individual basis 

to discuss the grant and other supports 

available.    

 

  



 
 

 

   

 

Trading Online Voucher Scheme   

 

 
 

Trading Online Voucher scheme (now expired) 

supported small businesses by allowing them to 

enhance their online offering by providing a grant 

of up to ɚ2,500 for ecommerce and digital 

marketing activities, as well as giving businesses 

a better understandin g of how they can exploit E -

Commerce opportunities for their business. 

Before the scheme closed, a total of 45 

applications were approved in 2025, in the 

amount of ɚ94,138.  

  

The Trading Online Voucher scheme has now 

closed, and the LEO team will continue to process 

grant payments from applications approved 

before the closing date. Approved applicants 

have 6 months from the date on their Letter of 

Offer to draw down their voucher before it 

expires.    

  

An enhanced ɈGrow Digitalɉ initiative has taken its 

place (featuring grant value ɚ5k plus digital 

consultancy assignments).   

  

Business Advice Clinics and Mentoring   

  

 
 

LEO Fingal provides one to one business support 

services through Business Advice Clinics and a 

Mentoring programme, both online and in 

person. These services are provided free of 

charge to small businesses.  
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The Fingal mentor panel consists of a variety of 

skilled and experienced mentors from a range of 

business backgrounds. In 2025 so far 288 clients 

availed of one -to -one appointments in Business 

Advice Clinics and 130 clients have signed up for 

mentoring, with consistently high demand for 

this service among Fingal businesses.   

   

Microfinance Ireland Loans   

LEO Fingal provides a loan scheme through its 

partnership with Microfinance Ireland, with loans 

from ɚ5,000 up to ɚ50,000 per approved 

applicant. LEO Fingal is actively promoting the 

availability of loans from businesses that have 

difficulty raising finance from their bank. 

Applications are processed and assessed by LEO 

Fingal and submitted to MFI (Microfinance 

Ireland). Applications submitted through LEO 

Fingal are eligi ble for a 1% reduced interest rate 

of 5.5% APR if submitted through the Local 

Enterprise Office.   

In 2024, LEO Fingal processed a record -breaking 

45 applications and in 2025 year to date, a further 

16 MFI loan applications have been processed. 

LEO Fingal supports MFI applicants with a Mentor 

who assists with the application process to 

maximise their pr ospects of approval.   

  

Training and Events   

LEO Fingal continues to provide vital training to 

owner managers with 1848 participants year to 

date. There have been five Start Your Own 

Business courses with 60 participants and our 

first Digital Marketing course of 2025 commences 

on 12 th  June for 10 weeks. The sixth Start Your 

Own Business course commences on 5 th  June 

2025.   

  

Internationalisation & Export  Development   

The new ɈMarket Explorer Grantɉ has replaced 

the TAME Grant from 1 January 2025.  The grant 

is available to small enterprises in the 

manufacturing and international trading sectors 

(with up to 50 employees). The amount of the 

grant is to a maximum of ɚ10,000 or 50% of 

eligible costs. The object of the financial offer is 

to support the development of export -oriented 

businesses by incentivising support to research 

and explore activities in new markets.  



 
 

 

   

 

Support for the grant applies when eligible 

companies seek to explore either a new 

geographic market for an existing 

product/service or an existing geographic market 

for a new product/service.  LEO Fingal has 

approved one application for this grant in the 

amount of ɚ9,520 with several businesses 

currently working on submissions.   

  

Export Development Programme   

  

 
 

The Export Development programme ɈGet 

Exportingɉ is continuing throughout all 31 LEOs, 

Get Exporting is designed to support companies 

at every stage of their journey to achieve new 

export sales. Through the Export Development 

Pathway, the aim is to simplify the export journey 

for businesses and help build the knowledge, 

confidence and strategies needed to succeed in 

global markets. Get Exporting is a collaborat ive 

effort between the Local Enterprise Offices, 

Enterprise Ireland, and delivery partner OCO 

Global.   

  

Following recommendation based on an export 

readiness assessment 11 Fingal businesses were 

among the 120 nationally, progressing through 

the programme.  Following stage 2 ɄWorkshopsɅ 

60 businesses will now progress to the Ʉϥn Market 

VisitɅ stage of the programme which includes 7 

Fingal businesses.  Those not progressing can still 

be considered at a future stage and in the 

meantime can avail of the support they need to 

develop their businesses from their Local 

Enterprise Office.   

  

Grow Digital Voucher & Digital for Business   

  

 
 

Page 31 

Leo Fingal have approved 33 Digital for Business 

programmes year to date at a cost of ɚ70,200 and 

have also approved 2 Grow Digital Vouchers 

worth ɚ7,160. The Digital Boost Webinar 

launched by LEO Fingal to educate prospective 

applicants about the Digital Supports available 

including Digital for Business and Grow Digital, 

has now been adopted throughout Dublin a s a 

Regional event and will also be rolled out 

nationally to support the programmes. Another 

example of LEO Fingal collaborating with other 

LEOɅs to support our clients.  

  

Lean for Business   

  

 
  

Lean into working smarter, not harder!   

  

Lean For Business is designed to encourage 

clients to adopt Lean business principles in their 

organisations to increase performance and 

competitiveness. Lean is for all companies, 

regardless of sector ɀ not just for manufacturing 

companies.   

  

LEO Fingal supports approved clients with a 

consultant who use Lean tools and techniques 

that help companies across the globe to address 

competitiveness issues within their businesses 

by building the capability of their people to 

identify problems, improve  operations and 

create a more innovative organisation. Six clients 

have been approved for this programme in 

2025.   
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Works Programme  

Balbriggan/Rush -Lusk/Swords Area - Parks  

 

Rush  

 

Planting on Shore Road, Rush.    
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Balrothery  

 

Installation commenced at the Sports Capital 

funded Balrothery Tennis Club building.  

 
 

Swords  

 

Weed Removal from steps at Ward River Valley 

Park. 

 

BEFORE: 

 
 
AFTER: 

 
 



 
 

 

   

 

New link path installed between Berwick Grove 

and Abbeyvale Grove.  

 
 

New planter bed installed for Swords Tidy 

Towns. 

 
 

Bin cleansing on Swords Main Street  
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Balbriggan  

 

New drainage installed in Bremore Castle by 

Roads Crew ahead of resurfacing works.  

 

 

 

 

 

Core sampling and testing of subgrade on 

Fancourt Road and Balbriggan Street (R127) 

ahead of resurfacing works on this yearɅs 

Programme of Works.  

 

 
 



 
 

 

   

 

 
 

 

 

 

Skerries  

Footpath replacement programme Greenlawns, 

Skerries, part of the programme of works.  
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Beginning of perennial scheme at Skerries Mills  

 
 

 



 
 

 

   

 

Harbours  

 

Damage inspection at Skerries Harbour.  

 

 
 

Preparation for remedial works on Skerries 

Harbour Pier ongoing, a pplication  for  Foreshore  

Licence from  Department of Agriculture, Food 

and the Marine is urgently required to  undertake  

primary  works . Application submitted  18th 

December  2024, permit expected end of 2025.  

 

Preliminary Dredge Assessment ɀ 

Loughshinny Harbour  

 

Initial surveys to include bathymetry, sediment 

sampling, trial pits, sub-surface sonar, 

preliminary structural review. Optimum dredge 

depth to be established.  

 

 

 

Blue F lag Raising Event  

A blue flag  as well as a Green Coast Award  was 

awarded to Donabate Beach again for the 2025 

Bathing Season . 
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Howth /  Malahide Area  

 

Roads / Footpaths - Malahide   

 
 

 
Footpath Repairs Read Arches Baldoyle and 

Blackthorn Close Portmarnock as part of the 

2025 POW. 

 

 



 
 

 

   

 

Drainage Works  

 

 
Replacement of Defective Drainage on Church 

Street and Harbour Road Howth as part of the 

2025 POW. 

 

Cleansing, Beaches and Graveyards  

 

 
 

 
Howth/Malahide beach cleaning .  
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 Fly Tipping on Moyne Road . 

 

 

 
Installation of new seasonal lifeguard huts in 

Howth/Malahide . 

 

 

 
New Paving at Balgriffin Cemetery to access the 

latest extension to the Cemetery.  

 


