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Chief ExecutiveɅs Foreword 
 

Last month, contracts were signed with Fin gal County 

Council and Kealy Construction  signalling the 

commencement of construction on phase two of a new 

cemetery at Kellystown. The first phase of the 

development started in 2019 when an access road and 

provision of site services from the new Kellystown Link 

Road and Diswellstown Road extension were installed. 

This phase of construction will provide approximately 

650 grave plots, structures for the storage of ashes 

including columbarium  walls and memorial plots, a 

small services building and site infrastructure and 

landscaping. To allow for th e growth in population and 

to future proof the site, there is provision in the current 

design for further phases to be constructed on the 3.7 

hectare site. When fully developed, Kellystown 

Cemetery will have a capacity for 3,000 burial plots, 

500 niches fo r human ashes in columbarium walls, 500 

memorial plots, gathering and reflection areas, and a 

small services building housing office and public toilets 

with car parking. The detailed design has been 

carefully developed by Denis Byrne Architects working 

wit h Brady Shipman Martin Landscape Architects, 

PUNCH engineers, JAK engineers and Austin Reddy & 

Partners. The ɚ3.15m cost of the development will be 

funded by the CouncilɅs Operations Department with 

funding made available in the Capital Programme 2025 

ɀ 2027. I am very pleased that this key piece of 

community infrastructure will now be available to the 

people of Dublin 15 when it is completed early next 

year. 

 

May is already shaping up to be a very busy time in 

Fingal with both Dublin Climate Action Week and Bike 

Week 2025 taking place. Dublin Climate Action Week 

2025 is being organised and delivered by the 

partnership of Fingal County Council, Dún Laoghaire -

Rathdown County Council, Dublin City Council, South 

Dublin County Council, Codema ɀ DublinɅs Energy 

Agency and the Dublin Metropolit an Climate Action 

Regional Office (DM CARO). The week starts off  on 

Saturday, May 10 th with the Fingal Climate Action 

Family Fun Day in the magnificent setting of 

Millennium Park , letɅs hope this good weather 

continues for that! For the rest of the week, people of 

all ages can enjoy fantastic programme including 

seeing a mobile aquarium, playing some recycled 

games, getting bikes or clothes repaired and even 

trying out a velodrome! The programme for the week 

also includes special film screenings, home energy 

savings kit demonstrations, zero waste cooking classes 

for kids and a beach walk and talk with Clean Coasts.  

 

 

 

 

Bike Week runs  alongside Climate Action Week  from 

10th  ɀ 18th May and also promises to be a jampacked 

week promoting cycling and sustainable travel. Join us 

for the Sofa to Saddle Cycle, a sunset cycle in Phoenix 

Park and a cycling scavenger hunt. The Balbriggan 

Family Fun Day starting at 11am on Saturday, May 17 th 

at the playground behind Bremore Castle will have 

bike safety checks, street games, the Fireride Cycling 

Skills Course and lots more for all the family. At 1pm 

weɅll have our Family Cycle around Harry Reynolds 

Road. The week is nicely rounded off with another 

Family Fun Day in historic Malahide Castle at 11am on 

Sunday May 18 th . There is such an array of engaging 

and enjoyable activities on offer all across Fingal so I 

hope you enjoy the events .  For more details please   

consult :     https://www.fingal.ie/activetravel/bikeweek    

and Fingal Programme of Events for DCAW25   

 

Fingal County CouncilɅs Annual Report for 2024 was 

recently published and is a very concise and useful 

reference guide to the services we provide as a council , 

the work of the Elected M embers and the projects we 

are currently undertaking and planning for in the 

future.  The report outlines the key achievements of 

Fingal County Council over the last year, contains a 

review of the Corporate Plan 2019 ɀ 2024 and outlines 

the financial position of the council. Readers can also 

review the service delivery reports  and examine the 

Key Performance Indictors for departments within the 

council . As Chief Executive, I am proud of the work we 

do for the people of Fingal in the provision of housing, 

public infrastructure and sporting amenities  as well as 

our commitment to climate action  and sustainable 

economic growth . Some key capital projects such as 

the Swords Cultural Centre and the redevelopment of 

Balbriggan are currently underway and when 

completed, will hugely benefit not just the people of 

both towns but  also the visitors and tourists who se 

experience will be greatly enhanced by the facilities on 

offer. I wish to thank everyone involved with the 

preparation of the Annual Report and I hope you find 

it an interesting insight into the work of Fingal County 

Council.  

 
https://www.fingal.ie/council/service/annual -report  

 

Best wishes,  

 

AnnMarie Farrell y 

Chief Executive    

https://www.fingal.ie/activetravel/bikeweek
https://www.fingal.ie/sites/default/files/2025-05/updated-fingal-programme-of-events-dcaw-2025-2.pdf
https://www.fingal.ie/council/service/annual-report


 
 

 

   

 

PEOPLE, CORPORATE AND DIGITAL 

SERVICES 

Contents  

People Services  

Health & Safety Unit   

Customer Services  

CRM 

Communications  

Building Facilities  

 

People Services   

Recruitment  

            Recruitment Programme 2025 

Total Recruitment Campaigns  60 

Interviews Held to date  447 

New Starters 77 

Promotions 61 

Number of Current Job Offers 68 

 

Learning & Development Update  

Learning & Development Year to date 

 Number of courses 112 

 Number of Attendees 1168 

 Number of Training Days 1056 

 

Throughout May, courses will be delivered in the 

areas of  Playground Inspection, Signing Lighting 

Guarding,   First Aid Refresher, Grade 6 & Grade 7 

IPA Management Training  and many more.  

  

Wellbeing Update  

The Wellbeing Team is actively developing and 

rolling out fresh initiatives focused on supporting 

the mental health of all employees. These 

programs are intended to cultivate a workplace 

culture that encourages wellbeing, reduces 

stress, strengthens resili ence, and ensures staff 

have reliable access to mental health support.  
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Employees who have taken part have shared 

encouraging feedback, noting the positive impact 

and usefulness of the available resources.  

 

HSU ɀ Health & Safety Unit    

 

The HSU during the month of April 2025 dealt 

with  incident investigations , site safety 

inspections  VDU assessments and safety audits 

were carried out within the various directorates 

in Fingal County Council.   The HSU continued to 

field staff requests on a variety of safety issues  

throughout the organisation .  The end of April 

saw the HSU engaged in compiling Fingal County 

CouncilɅs submission for the 2025 NϥSO safety 

awards all -Ireland competition as part of external 

validation of the local authorityɅs safety 

management system.     

 

Customer Services  

 

Customer Care Unit Statistics ɀ April  2025 
 

Total No. of 

Calls dealt 

with by CCU  

Total No. of 

Emails dealt 

with by CCU 

Presenting            

In Person  

8643 1741 2941 

 

CRM  

 

Staff continue to work on the Customer 

Relationship Management System (CRM) and 

issue responses to representations from Elected 

Members (Councillors, TDs and Senators) and 

complaints submitted by the public. The total 

number  of representation s for April was 696 

broken down as follows:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

   

 

COMMUNICATIONS  

 

Digital Statistics  

 

The fingal.ie website has 130,637 visitors and 

298,914 page views during April. Both figures 

were down compared to March and also to April 

2024 as was the average time spent on the site 

which was 1 minute and 49 seconds.   

 

The number of followers across the nine 

corporate social media channels has risen to 

95,788.  

 

Facebook has 39,806 followers and during April 

its posts had a total of 2,022,929 views and a 

reach of 366,029 with 6,513 interactions which is 

an engagement rate of 2%.  

 

The most popular post was about the 

Drumanagh Dig. It had 193,600 views and 

generated 32 comments, 475 likes and 36 shares.   

  

 
 

Instagram now has 13,564 followers and 

registered 285,217 views during April. Reach was 

32,544 and there were 3,051 interactions.  
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The most popular post was about the Fingal Pass 

for Bleeper Bikes which had a reach of 6,152 and 

generated 126 interactions.   

  

The number of LinkedIn followers is now 11,92. 

The engagement rate for April was 2% from 

20,609 impressions.   

 

The number of followers on X continued to 

reduce and is now at 23,460 which is a reduction 

of 120 since the start of the year.  

 

The growth of WhatsApp continued and this 

channel now has 3,081 followers which is a 139% 

increase since January 1.  

 

The numbers currently following the other 

corporate channels are Thr eads (1,327), TikTok 

(1,036) and Bluesky (402).  

 

Three videos were added to the CouncilɅs You 

Tube Channel which saw the number of 

subscribers grow to 1,720. Material  posted 

include d a recording of the webinar on the 

Biodiversity Makeover for housing estates and 

two videos on the Energy Efficient Grant 

operated by LEO Fingal.   

 

Videos can be viewed at  

https://www.youtube.com/@FingalCountyCounci

lVideo/videos   

 

Press Releases  

 

There were 15 press releases issued during April . 

Topics included the development of New Street, 

Malahide; Bike Week; Dublin Climate Action 

Week; EV Ehubs; and the Dublin Airport Planning 

Application (F25A/0094E). 

 

Media Queries  

 

Media queries r eceived by t he Communications 

Unit during March included questions about 

Scramblers, Dublin Airport, Tyrellstown Park Eco -

Toilets, Slurry Farm Inspections, Tennant -in-Situ 

Scheme, Local property Tax and Street Benches.  

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/@FingalCountyCouncilVideo/videos
https://www.youtube.com/@FingalCountyCouncilVideo/videos


 
 

 

   

 

LAW DEPARTMENT 

Contents  

Current Judicial reviews  

 

Joan Reynolds and Edel McDonough -v- Fingal 

County Council High Court Record No 

2023/372 JR 

MKN Properties Limited and another -v- Fingal 

County Council High Court Record No. 

2023/373 JR 

daa plc -v- Fingal County Council High Court 

Record No 2023/383 JR 

daa plc -v- Fingal County Council and the Irish 

Aviation Authority High Court Record No. 

2023/916 JR 

Friends of the Irish Environment CLG and SMTW 

Environmental DAC -v- the Minister for Housing 

Local Government and Heritage, Ireland and the 

Attorney General and the Office of Planning 

Regulator and Fingal County Council High Court 

Record No 2023/1047 JR 

Niall OɅConnor and Geraldine Kiernan -v- An 

Bord Pleanala and Fingal County Council High 

Court Record No 2023/1122JR  

Erigo Limited and Joseph Flood -v- Fingal 

County Council and others High Court Record 

No 2023/1233 JR 

Timothy Fitzgerald and James Fitzgerald -v- 

Fingal County Council Record No 2023/1236 JR  

Ailsa Sexton -v- An Bord Pleanala and Fingal 

County Council  

High Court Record Number 2024/690JR  

Jane Phelan Walsh v An Bord Pleanala and 

Fingal County Council High Court No. 

2024/1038JR 

Nicola Byrne v Fingal County Council, An Bord 

Pleanála, the Minister for Housing, Planning 

and Local Government, Ireland, and the 

Attorney General, High Court Record Number 

2024/342 JR 

Friends of the Irish Environment CLG v Fingal 

County Council, Simon Coyle & Tom OɅBrien 

(Joint Statutory Receivers for The Shoreline 

Partnership) and The Shoreline Partnership 

High Court Record Number 2024.0001590 JR  

AAI Baneshane Ltd v An Bord Pleanála; Notice 

Party:- Fingal County Council High Court 

Record Number 2025.0000042 JR  
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ECONOMIC, ENTERPRISE, TOURISM & 

CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT  

Contents  

Tourism Development  

Tourism  

Events 

Heritage Properties  

Cultural Development  

Arts  

Libraries  

Economic Development  

Local & Rural Development  

Healthy Fingal  

LEADER Economic Programme  

Enterprise Centres  

Town Regeneration  

Balbriggan Socio -Economic Strategy  T&V 

Scheme 

Local Enterprise Office  

 

TOURISM DEVELOPMENT 

 

Fingal Tourism Strategy  

 

 
 

A tourism focused business to business event 

called ɄFingal Tourism TogetherɅ is being held at 

the Grand Hotel, Malahide on 14 th  May, bringing 

together key stakeholders and businesses in the 

tourism , leisure  and food sectors in Fingal. The 

event will be an opportunity to outline progress 

and next steps in respect of the implementation 

of both the Tourism Strategy and Food & Drink 

Policy as well as offering a networking 

opportunity for businesses  and will include a 

session with award winning travel write Nicola 

Brady.   
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Fingal Food Network  

Following a decision to adopt the new name of 

the ɄFingal Food CircleɅ for branding purposes, a 

branding workshop to design a new  logo was 

held on 11th  April with a brand designer and 

members of the Committee. The final decision 

has yet to be made.  

 

The formalisation of the network is expected to 

be concluded in early May; this will ensure the 

Network  can collect fees from members and 

apply for funding . 

 

A meeting was held with the Chair of the Network 

and the Events team on 16 th  April to discuss 

participation and increased visibility of the 

Network at the Flavours of Fingal show  in July. 

This will include a more prominent position, a 

rustic themed backdrop and extensive branding.  

 

 

EVENTS 

 

Swords Concerts 2025  

Strong early ticket sales for The Boomtown Rats 

and Nathan Carter indicate a positive public 

interest and successful promotion. This could 

also suggest greater momentum for overall event 

attendance at future events. Tickets and all 

details can be found on www.eventsinfinga l.ie  

 

 
 

Fingal 10k  

Fingal 10K ɀ SOLD OUT!  

We're  thrilled to announce last week that the 

Fingal 10K is officially sold out!  

Thanks to everyone who signed up ɀ we canɅt wait 

to welcome them  to Swords for an unforgettable 

day of running through stunning urban streets 

and rural landscapes.  

 

https://www.eventsinfingal.ie/


 
 

 

   

 

This event continues to grow each year  with our 

partnership with Active Cities and reflects the 

incredible community spirit and passion for 

fitness across Fingal and beyond.  

 
 

Fingal Connect  2025 

 

 

Connect 25  

Connect 25 took place over the May Bank Holiday 

weekend in Millennium Park, Blanchardstown, 

and was a major celebration of multiculturalism 

and inclusion.  

The two -day festival featured contributions from 

over 20 co mmunities , showcasing an array of 

international cuisine, traditional dance, music, 

and cultural performances.   

The event attracted thousands of attendees from 

across Fingal and beyond, creating a family -

friendly, inclusive environment that celebrated 

the diversity of our communities.  
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Role of the Events Unit 

Fingal County CouncilɅs Events Unit provided 

both financial support and logistical assistance, 

contributing to the delivery of a safe, well -

managed, and successful event. This included:  

¶ Pre-event planning and site inspections  

¶ Coordination with Operations and local 

services 

¶ Support in areas such as crowd 

management, accessibility, and 

promotion  

¶ On-site presence throughout the 

weekend  

Outcomes  

¶ Strong community participation and 

feedback  

¶ Positive coverage and engagement on 

social media  

¶ Reinforced Fingal's commitment to 

cultural inclusion and community 

celebration  

Next Steps  

Post-event debrief with organisers to identify 

opportunities for growth and improvement in 

future iterations.  

 
 

 

 



 
 

 

   

 

Flavours of Fingal  

Planning is progressing well on Flavours of Fingal 

which is due to be held on the 5 th  & 6 th  of July in 

Newbridge House. The planning licence has been 

submitted and the newspaper ads published. The 

programming of the show is progressing well. 

Highlights will include the Fingal Food Show, 

Farmers, Traditional Skills of Ireland and the 

Sports & Active Travel Departments from Fingal.  

 

HERITAGE PROPERTIES 

 

Newbridge House and  Farm    

The historic courtyard at Newbridge House 

serves as a key area for both staff and visitors, 

facilitating access to the farm and tours of the 

heritage complex. Due to the current condition of 

numerous  paving slabs, urgent repair work is 

necessary to address the health and safety risk to 

those using the site.  

 

 
The contract works to r eplacing the damaged 

slabs is due to commence in mid -May which will 

ensure the continued safe and efficient operation 

of the courtyard . The works will cause minimal 

disruptions to the public.  

 

Malahide Castle  

Nugent's Hall will now host a dinner service, with 

capacity for 80 guests. The service  was officially 

launched  on 24th  April  at a well attended function 

hosting tour operators . This exceptional venue 

will be available for bookings starting on 1st June 

2025. Dining experiences like this are often 

requested by the sector and the partner 

organisations of Malahide Castle.  
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With its rich historical ambiance, NugentɅs Hall 

provides the ideal setting for unforgettable 

evening events. Whether hosting a medieval 

banquet, a corporate dinner, or an intimate 

private celebration, this remarkable space 

promises a unique experience. Guests will be 

transported to a world of elegance , whil st 

enjoying exquisite cuisine and unparalleled 

service from the CouncilɅs Operator. 

 

Swords Castle   

The first of the summer  food market s took place 

in Swords Castle on Easter Saturday , 19th  April. 

Attended  by the Mayor, the market attracted 

over 1100 visitors  despite the heavy rain. 

Vendors expressed satisfaction with the 

organisation of the market and a survey taken on 

the day indicated that most visitors were happy 

with the selection of goods on offer . A talk on 

foraging for wild garlic was well attended and this 

was followed by childrenɅs activities in  the Chapel. 

The next market is due to take place on 17th May.  

 



 
 

 

   

 

 
Ardgillan Castle  

 

 
 

A talk on the ɄForgotten History of the Taylor 

FamilyɅ took place on Saturday 3rd  May given by 

research consultant Ella Stratman. The well 

attended  talk gave a fa scinating insight and 

forgotten details about the Taylor family , 

shedding new light on their legacy, lives and the 

world they inhabited .  

 

CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT 

 

Arts  

 

Public Art  

Marielle MacLeman ɀ New public artwork at 

Semple Woods, Donabate  

ɈTroveɉ A new public artwork for Semple Woods 

Donabate is currently underway as part of our 

planning compliance engagement with housing 

developer Glenveagh . 
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The work by Irish/Scottish Artist Marielle 

MacLeman is a new mosaic work created in 

collaboration with Glenveagh and inspired by the 

local stories and ecology of this new housing 

development. The artist has invited the new 

residents to engage in a workshop which will  

allow them to explore their new surroundings 

and gain insight into how the artist developed the 

work.  

 

 
 

John Conway ɀ Artist in Residence at Corduff 

Community Centre  

Community workshops continue weekly with 

visual artist John Conway funded through ESB  as 

part of their public art compliance.  This week the 

group took a bus tour to visit JohnɅs augmented 

reality work in Clondalkin, The work titled  The 

Colossus was a work developed with 

communities who lost loved ones through 

suicide in the area and allows conversation to 

continue with the Corduff group on how different 

conversations on place can find new forms of 

expression.  

 

 
 

 

 



 
 

 

   

 

Creative Places Balbriggan  

The Creative Places coordin ator  continued 

Community Engagement throughout the month 

of April with meetings held with Foróige , Fingal 

Poetry Festival , Lighthouse Artists , Balbriggan 

Cancer Support Group, Islander Architects and 

Balbriggan Dramatic Society. The Coordinator 

also attende d the first meeti ng of the new Early 

Years Network for the Arts which will include 

Balbriggan based artists and projects.  

 

2 ɀ 4 Dublin Street, Balbriggan  

The arts office is working cross -departmentally to 

identify the optimum  operational model and use 

of the space at  2-4 Dublin Street. Procurement 

documents are nearing completion, and the 

process will be initiated shortly.  

 

Carnegie Library  

Following an open call for expressions of interest 

from Fingal community arts groups, 4 applicants 

were selected to utilize the first floor space at the 

Carnegie for their activities. Those selected were: 

The Lambay Singers, Donabate/Portrane 

Dramatic Soci ety and Ceoltas Ceoltoiri Eireann. 

Rewrite Festival were also selected and they will 

avail of desk space on the ground floor for 

planning and production.  

 

Arts Services  

 

Loughshinny Boathouse  Artist Studio Award  

 

 
 

Louis Haugh, the artist in residence at 

Loughshinny boathouse facilitated a series of art 

and biodiversity workshops for Council staff, 6 th  

class students from St. BrendanɅs National 

School, the Loughshinny Widows group and 

AerachAiteachGaelach (LGBTQ+ Irish speaking 

Arts Cooperative).  
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The workshops included a hands -on introduction 

to the cyanotype process, a photographic 

printing process dating back to the early 19 th  

century used to document the natural world.  

Foraged plant and seaweed specimens collected 

from the shoreline were used to make cyanotype 

prints. Participants also engaged in a reflective 

discussion on nature and environmental change 

and responded to a na ture survey, the results of 

which Louis will incorporate into a new artwork.  

 

 
 

Draíocht  

Our May/June programme is full with the variety 

and range of events that we are known for, on 

offer to the public. Performances such as 

Vladimir Jablokov, Neil Delamere, David 

OɅDoherty, and Shane Daniel Byrne all selling out.  

Our film programme is growin g in audience 

numbers with films from Ireland, Brazil, France 

and the USA included.  We have increased our 

theatre offering over May/June including 

presenting ɄBabyɅ by Dublin 15 writer, Aisling 

OɅMara. Our programme of showcasing end of 

year shows from Dublin 15 schools of 

music/dance/drama continues, giving those 

children and young people the opportunity to 

perform on the stage of their local arts centre.   



 
 

 

   

 

We also have work presented by the Romanian 

and Indian communities, encouraging those 

communities to engage with us and the arts.  

Our current exhibition, ɄFirst DraftɅ, by 

Blanchardstown native, Rich Gilligan ends on May 

3rd.  One outcome of this, is that Rich Gilligan will 

mentor an emerging Dublin 15 artist, Tobi Bello, 

for the remainder of 2025.   Tobi works in 

photography and pai nting.   Her mentorship with 

Rich will focus on her photography practice and 

will look at areas such as portfolio development 

and ethics in photographic portraiture.  Our next 

Exhibition ɄNavigating SpaceɅ is by Dublin 15 print 

artist, Maria Atanackovic.  This opens on June 11 th  

and runs until September 20 th . 

Our artist support programme is at capacity.  

Dafe Orgubo, an artist we worked with on NEST, 

is creating a new show for children, with 

DraíochtɅs support.  His latest residency with us 

included a work in progress showing.  Favour 

Odusala has been awarded o ur annual Centre 

Culturel Irlandais Residency.   This facilitates an 

artist have a month -long Residency in Paris. It is 

a partnership between CCI and Draíocht, with 

both partners contributing financially to same.  

The children/youth arts programme at Draíocht 

is continuing to both bring work outside the walls 

of Draíocht as well facilitating events in the 

building.   Tours, workshops and family days are 

just some of the events taking place.  Our 

landmark Toddler Tak eover Event takes place on 

May 15 th  with a Sensory Day for local invited 

schools taking place on the 16 th  May.   The 

demand for tickets for TTO is overwhelming.   We 

increased the capacity again this year but sold all 

460 tickets over three hours when book ing 

opened . 
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Our membership of venue Networks continues, 

including that of the Fingal venue Network which 

provides for exchange of information and 

expertise.  

Seamus Ennis Arts Centre  

 

Music  

April Céilí Beag with 22 parents and toddlers 

taking part. Sensory music classes involving an 

introduction to a traditional instrument each 

week. Rob Heron & The Teapad Orchestra. 

Energetic show combining Rockabilly, Blues, 

Country, Swing & Soul. 51 attendees. Freddie 

White, Masterful guitar player and singer -

songwriter - 91 attendees (sold out). Aoife Scott, 

Folk singer -songwriter from Dublin, returned to 

TSEAC for a wonderful evening of story and song. 

65 attendees. Singing Session: Our regular 

singing sessions are free a nd welcome 

participants either in person or via zoom to share 

songs in a relaxed and supportive singing circle. 

This monthɅs special guests were Niamh Parsons 

and Graham Dunne. Attendance = 23 in person 

and 21 online. Music Generation 4 day Easter 

Camp for  teenagers - 12 participants. The Haar - A 

fresh boundary -pushing take on traditional 

songmaking. 38 attendees. Jim Page - American 

singer -songwriter, bringing acute wit and dry 

humour to the Naul. 47 attendees. Traditional 

Slow Session for March with Paudi e OɅConnor 

had 32 tickets booked for in person attendance 

and 19 online. Music classes resumed on April 28 

for the summer term. Tin Whistle, Uilleann Pipes, 

Fiddle, Guitar, Flute and Banjo.  

Comedy  

Karl Spain, ɄThe One ShowɅ ɀ 61 attendees.  

 

 

Cinema   

Small Things Like These. Attendance = 53  

The Forest Midwife - An Earth Day event featuring 

a post -show discussion with the director, Beta 

Bajgart, journalist and advocate Catherine Cleary, 

Graham Stanley of Roundwood Tree Services and 

Caroline Conroy, Green Party politician - 

Attendance = 37  

 

 



 
 

 

   

 

Visual Arts  

Easter workshops for children and adults:  

Easter Mosaic Workshop (children). Sold out  

Easter Chick Workshop (children). Sold out  

Easter Sock Bunny Workshop (children). Sold out  

Easter Wreath & Bird Nest Making Workshop 

(family). Attendance = 9  

Art Classes with Noel Manning return on April 30  

Graphic Studio Dublin Exhibition launched on 

April 13 with over 40 attendees and many sales. 

Exhibition will run until May 30, 2025. Talk & 

Print demonstration will take place on April 30.  

 

Libraries  

 

Library Development   

  

The (re) development of Baldoyle, Skerries and 

Donabate (Ballisk House) Libraries continues 

with all 3 progressing in line with current plans 

and expected to be in a position to open to the 

public in the coming months.   

 

Bealtaine Festival   

 

The Bealtaine  Festival is ϥrelandɅs national 

celebration of the arts and creativity for older 

adults. Festival events will run in Fingal Libraries 

throughout the month of May. This yearɅs 

programme features a selection of readings 

celebrating DublinɅs mid-twentieth cen tury 

literary scene, haiku writing workshops, music 

performances, and a bodhrán course for 

beginners.  
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The festival encourages people to try something 

new; featured workshops include glass etching, 

wreath -making, painting, calligraphy, 

embroidery, and cyanotype - the creation of 

home -made analogue photography. There will be 

opportunities for young and old t o share creative 

experiences in intergenerational arts and crafts 

workshops. The festival also includes talks on 

topics such as walking the Camino, researching 

local history, Balbriggan street names, and 

community gardens.   

 

Cruinniú na nÓg   

 

 

 
 

Creative Fingal presents Cruinniú na nÓg  - a day 

of free creativity for young people on Saturday, 7 

June. Fingal Libraries has tailored the programme 

to respond to the creative interests of young 

people living in Fingal as expressed in the Voice 

of The Child Survey. Events will take place in all  

library branches, while Blanchardstown, 

Balbriggan and Malahide Libraries will host 

ɄCarnivals of CuriosityɅ to engage the community. 

Creative writing workshops, author and 

illustrator visits, coding classes, magic shows, 

circus performers, and much more will make this 

a day to remember.   This yearɅs Cruinniú Late 

Event is ɄWe Own the CastleɅ - a music festival in 

Swords Castle for teenagers featuring live 

performances from young talent hosted by Fingal 

Libraries and Garageland Galaxyz.  



 
 

 

   

 

The Draíocht Arts Centre will host Shapes & 

Structures ɀ Creative Response Space, a relaxed 

environment for parents and children to engage 

in creative play, which will continue through the 

summer months. ɄOutWallɅ, an immersive dance 

experience presented b y Selma Daniel Dance, 

will explore architecture and movement. The 

Walls Project from Waterford Walls will 

encourage young people to design and paint 

murals. Also, as part of the festival, author and 

illustrator Chris Judge will visit schools across 

Fingal to create an artistic vision of what Fingal, 

and the world, will look like twenty years from 

now.   

 

Dublin Climate Action Week   

Fingal Libraries and Fingal Climate Action have 

organised events in libraries to celebrate Dublin 

Climate Action Week (12th ɀ 18th May). Ciarán 

Conneely of Dublin Community Growers will give 

a talk in Blanchardstown Library on how 

community gardens can mit igate the effects of 

climate change. Self Help Africa will deliver a 

workshop on ethical fashion to transition year 

students in Balbriggan Library. A Codema Home 

Energy advice pop -up clinic will take place in 

Baldoyle Library to assist members of the publi c 

use the home energy saving kits available from 

libraries. There will also be library screenings of 

the ϥrish documentary film ɄBirdsongɅ.  

 

Africa Day   

Balbriggan Library will celebrate Africa Day with a 

family -friendly music event on Thursday 22nd 

May featuring musician Darren Rogers and John 

Nukepor. Dr. Olusegun Morakinyo will exhibit 

pictures of African collections from the national 

Museum of Ireland and the National Museum of 

Northern Ireland as well as presenting a lecture 

on the intersecting histories of Africa and Ireland. 

The exhibition will run in Balbriggan Library from 

24th May to 13th June. The lecture will take place 

on Saturday 24th May. Als o on Saturday 24th 

May, Blanchardstown Library will host an in -

conversation event with three writers, Melatu 

Uche Okorie, Neo Florence Gilson, and 

Gonchigkhand Byambaa, moderated by Evelyn 

Nomayo.   
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Spring Into Storytime   

Story sessions by library staff for children took 

place in all Fingal libraries during the month of 

April as part of Spring into Storytime. Spring into 

Storytime is part of the national Right to Read 

programme, which aims to promote literacy and 

reading fo r fun.   

 

Age Friendly and Skills for Life   

MABS, the Money Advice and Budgeting Service, 

offered budgeting and money management 

sessions in several library branches in April as 

part of the Skills for Life programme. Fingal 

Libraries participated in an information event for 

older people in Skerries Harps GAA club on 1st 

April. Marie Keegan gave a talk on Age ActionɅs 

Care & Repair programme, which assists older 

people to remain in their homes, in 

Blanchardstown Library.   

 

One Dublin One Book   

 

 
 

This year, marks 20th anniversary of the One 

Dublin, One Book initiative. Dublin: Written in our 

Hearts, a new anthology of fiction, poetry, essays 

and memoir pieces collated in celebration of the 

city, is the book choice for 2025. Balbriggan 

Library hosted two  of the anthologyɅs 

contributors in an event on 15th April. Authors 

Kevin Curran and Niamh Campbell, both from 

North County Dublin, discussed the influences of 

suburban living on their writing.   

 



 
 

 

   

 

Connections Expo   

Fingal Libraries took part in the Fingal 

Integration Connections Expo, organised by the 

Fingal Integration Office, at the Airways IPAS 

Accommodation Centre on 10th April. Library 

staff provided information to residents on 

library services, with a focus on eServices. Many 

residents signed up to get a library card.   

  

Economic Development  

 

Fingal Skills Strategy  

     

 
 

EETCD continues to support and drive  the actions 

as outlined  in Future Fingal: Fingal Skills Strategy 

2024-2029, to develop FingalɅs skills ecosystem, 

working in partnership with the SSIG and 

Industry Subgroups .  Meetings are scheduled for 

Q2 with the Transport & Logist ics, Green-Skills 

and Construction  skills subgroups where we will 

explore and discuss opportunities to promote 

skills development in these sectors with key 

education and industry stakeholders.  

 

As deliverable action s under Theme 2 : Increasing 

Awareness  (Future Fingal: Fingal Skills Strategy) 

we are actively working on the planning and 

delivery of the 3rd  Xplore Your Future TY Skills 

Expo and developing the ɈXplore the Sectorɉ - 

Student Skills Competition .  

 

Xplore Your Future Fingal TY Skills Expo 202 5 

Plans are underway for th e 2025 Xplore Your 

Future Fingal TY Skills Expo which is open to all  TY 

students in Fingal secondary schools  and is 

scheduled to take  place in the Helix, DCU  on the 

14th  of October 202 5 building on the success of 

the last two TY Skills Expo Events . 

 

Page 12 

 

Xplore Your Future Competition - Student 

Skills Competition  (Construction, Transport & 

Logistics)  

 

The "Xplore Your Futureɉ Student Skills 

Competition " derived from participation in the  

Interreg  SKYLA Project  and good practice 

learnings and is an  initiative of the "Xplore Your 

Future" TY Students Skills Expo .  Fingal secondary 

school students/ teams  are invited t o 

research /explore  and market potential career 

opportunities in specified industry sectors . The 

current competition is focusing on the 

Construction  and Transport & Logistics sectors. 

Teams must identify at least five careers with 

their chosen sector , document their research 

methodology and create marketing content  to 

promote these career paths  to their peers.  

 

The aim of the competition is to create 

awareness and understanding  amongst 

secondary school children/teachers  of the 

potential career paths and opportunities , 

fostering and build ing a future skills pipeline for 

key industry sectors within the Fingal economy.  

 

 



 
 

 

   

 

Skyla Project  

 

 
 

The Fingal SKYLA project team  travelled to 

Vilinus , Lithuania for the fifth  project event  on the 

8th- 9th  April.  

 

The objective of the event was to further explore 

proposed good practices and update on  progress 

on policy instrument improvements with Fingal 

reporting  the integration of good practices into 

the Fingal Skills Strategy and the adoption of the 

Strategy.  There was discussion  and planning on 

partner  needs and exchanges with Fingal 

establishing connections with  partners  in 

Lithuania and Ukraine to examine potential 

collaborations and exchanges  in the areas of 

STEM and mechanical apprenticeships .  

 

 
 

The meeting  included  peer review workshops,  

study visits to TECHIN the Vilnius Centre for 

Technology  & Engineering Training  and to  the 

Manufacturing Innovation Val ley.  
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Bi-Lat eral Exchange  

Fingal in collaboration with DCU  & DRSF are 

facilitating  and hosting a bi-lateral exchange visit 

with SKYLA project partner Skåne, Sweden in June 

2025. The exchange will focus on FingalɅs good P 

practice  ɈSpotlight on Skills ɉ from DRSF/EI and the 

ɉSTinT programme ɉ from  DCU.  

 

Reporting on activity for Semester 4 of the SKYLA 

has been submitted and outlines the  policy 

improvements made during the reporting period 

and cites FingalɅs adoption of the Fingal Skills 

Strategy as FingalɅs key deliverable under the 

project.  

 

URBACTɀEcoCore  

 

   
 

Following on from the success of Project EcoCore 

LAMA Award, Fingal County Council continues to 

lead and drive  the  URBACT EcoCore Project which 

comprises  a network of 9 small cities/towns in 

Europe focussing on  challenges and 

opportunities for green growth and sustainable 

economic development along  strategic  transport 

corridors .  

 

Reporting on activities in 2024 have been 

submitted to  the URBACT Secretariate. 

 

 
 



 
 

 

   

 

The EcoCore Project team are  preparing for the  

next transnational city visit to Alba lulia , Romania 

(19th  ɀ 22nd May) where  the draft Integrated 

Action Plan s (IAPɅs) of each city will undergo  peer 

review  by project partners and an URBACT Ad -

hoc Expert.   The draft Balbriggan Integrated 

Action Plan  has been complete d and submitted 

for peer review . 

 

Project  EcoCore representatives  attended the 

URBACT City Festival in Wroclaw, Poland (8-10 ) 

where 116 Good Practices were showcased  for 

the current Transfer Network Call . Fingal County 

Council  used this opportunity to build the 

CouncilɅs profile through  network ing with  

European counterparts .  

 

The Council is currently reviewing the potential to 

participate in Transfer Networks as partners in 

the current competitive  call.   

 

 
 

 
 

Stephenstown and Folkstown Little 

Framework Plans  
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The Draft Stephenstown (FP 4.A) & Folkstown  

Little (FP 4.B) Framework Plan was on public 

display from 17 th  October to 15 th  November 

2024.  

 

Following public consultation, the public 

submissions received on the Framework Plan are 

under review  for the preparation  of the Chief 

ExecutiveɅs report for the consideration of the 

Elected Members.  

 

Future Fingal: Economic Development 

Strategy  

The Economic Development team is progressing 

the implementation of actions, including the 

development of a Marketing Plan under the 

Future Fingal: Fingal Economic Development 

Strategy.  

 

           
 

Sustainable Fingal   

 
 

 
 



 
 

 

   

 

In collaboration with Fingal Chamber  and as part 

of Climate Action Week (12 -16th  May), EETCD is 

hosting a series of  five one-hour Business 

Sustainability Briefings throughout Fingal for the 

food an d hospitality sector with  Amy Irwin form 

Conscious Kitchens as the key guest speaker.  

 

The events will focus on sustainable business 

practices for the food and hospitality sector in 

Fingal and will inform and support  businesses to 

implement waste reduction and sustainable food 

practices helping them achieve both cost savings 

and efficiency through sustainable business 

practices.  

 

This is a great opportunity for business in the 

food and hospitality sector to learn sustainable 

business practices and hear from other Fingal 

food businesses about their sustainability 

journeys .  Registration for the events is now live 

on the Fingal Chamber website.  

 

Future Fingal: Fingal Sustainability Strategy  

 

A tender  has issued for consultancy services to 

prepare the Future Fingal: Fingal Sustainable 

Strategy which will complement and support the 

Future Fingal: Economic Development Strategy 

and Future Fingal: Fingal Skills Strategy.  The 

Strategy w ill have  an external focus on providing 

support to existing businesses in Fingal to 

encourage the incorporation of sustainability 

measures into operating business models and 

collaboration as the County transitions to a more 

circular economy model across all busine ss 

sectors and operating in partnership with local 

communities.  

 

EETCD continue s to  liaise with  representatives 

from  DCU and DAA to explore  a work programme 

for 20 25 to progress  potential collaborative 

sustainable projects . An application  to a 

competitive funding call  to Peaceplus to fund a 

project on district heating  was unsuccessful 

stakeholders will examine other funding 

opportunities to advance the project and  to 

explore funding opportunities  for projects in the 

area of  biodiversity and the circular economy .  
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Circular Cities  

 
Following an application to join the Circular Cities 

& Regions Initiative  (CCRI) Community of Practice 

on Supporting Local Circular Businesses, Fingal 

have been selected to participate in the working 

group . 

 

The working group  is comprised  of 12 European  

cities, a diverse representation from Cities & 

Regions. Fingal County Council is the only Irish  

participant.  

 

The first meeting of the group will take place on 

21st May and marks the beginning of a 

collaborative  journey where participants will 

exchange insights, explore challenges and co -

develop strategies  to collaborate  with 

businesses, mobilise resources, and scale circular 

solutions at the local level.  

 

As Fingal County Council is a signatory of Circular 

Cities Declaration, we continue to engage with 

the Circular Cities & Regions Initiative.  

 

Dublin Belfast Economic Corridor (DBEC)  

 
 

 
 

The Dublin Belfast Economic Corridor  (DBEC) 

Partnership continues to meet  regularly to shape 

and influence policy to enable a higher 

performing cross border economy  and to 

advance the DBEC work programme .  

 

 



 
 

 

   

 

LOCAL AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT 

 

 
 

Fingal Local Community Development 

Committee  

The Fingal LCDC continues to oversee and 

administer the key areas of LEADER and SICAP 

and the various Local Development and 

Community Development funding programmes 

under its remit. The LCDC also manages the 

Healthy Ireland Initiative and the implementation 

of the community element and review of 

economic elements of  the  Fingal Local Economic 

& Community Plan.   

 

The LCDC meeting took place  on 7 th  May 2025 

and focused on LECP Theme 3: Skills for Life & 

Work and discussed approaches to advance  

delivery on objectives under this theme.  The 

LCDC also approved the LCDC Annual Report for 

2024.   The next meeting of the LCDC will take  

place on 9th  July 2025.  

 

SICAP 

The annual SICAP budget for 2024 was 

ɚ2,036,355.06 which included a separate funding 

provision for new arrivals.   

 

 
 

The 2025 budget allocations  are outlined below  

in respect of the delivery of the Social Inclusion 

Community Activation Programme (SICAP) : 

 

¶ SICAP Budget 2025 - ɚ1,568,717.00 

¶ New Arrivals Budget 2025 - ɚ375,372.00  

 

The 2025 Annual Plan and the 2024 Annual 

Performance Review has taken  place and has 

been approved by  the LCDC.  
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LEADER Programme  

Fingal LCDC and Fingal LEADER Partnership are 

responsible for the LEADER Programme 2023 ɀ 

2027 in the Dublin rural area. The Dublin Rural 

LEADER (LAG) includes rural areas in the 

administrative areas of Fingal, Dun Laoghaire 

Rathdown and South Dublin.  

 

The Dublin Rural LAG met on 29th  April 2025  and 

approved 8 Projects for funding . The next Dublin 

Rural LAG meeting is scheduled for the  17th  June 

2025.   

 

LEADER continues to seek applications from 

Individuals, Farm Families, Rural Businesses, 

Community & Voluntary Groups and Social 

Enterprises. Help is available to guide applicants 

through the process.  

 

More details: www.dublinruralleader.ie   or  

contact  rdinfo@fingalleaderpartnership.ie  

 

 

Local Enhancement Programme 2025  

The Local Enhancement Programme 2025 

launched on 3rd  December 2024.  

 

Community and Voluntary Groups in Fingal 

appl ied for funding under the Local 

Enhancement Programme (LEP) 2025. The 

Programme is designed to provide both capital 

and current funding support to a wide and 

diverse range of local groups. Funding is available 

to support small capital works/improvements, 

the purchase of equipment for community use; 

tables and chairs, tools and signage, laptops and 

printers, lawnmowers, canopies and training 

equipment etc., as well as capital costs; electricity 

costs, refuse charges, heating ch arges, 

rental/lease costs, insurance bills.  

 

http://www.dublinruralleader.ie/
mailto:rdinfo@fingalleaderpartnership.ie


 
 

 

   

 

 
 

Fingal County Council was allocated a total of 

ɚ268,827 in funding for Groups across the county 

ɚ230,423 in Capital Funding and ɚ38,404 in 

Current Funding.  

 

The Evaluation Committee Meeting for the 

Current Funding Scheme was held on 27th 

January 2025, followed by the Evaluation 

Committee Meeting for the Capital Funding 

Scheme on 28th January 2025.   All proposed 

funding has now  been  submitted to the 

Department of Rural & Community Development 

(DRCD) for final approval  and notifications will be 

issued to all applicants when allocations are 

approved by DRCD.  

 

Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme 

(ORIS) 

The County Outdoor Recreation Plan (CORP ), 

developed  under the guidance of the County 

Outdoor Recreation Committee , was presented 

at the April Council Meetin g and has been 

submitted to DRCD . 

 
 

Applications under t he 2024/2025 Outdoor 

Recreation Infrastructure Scheme (ORIS) funded 

by the Department of Rural & Community 

Development  were submitted in March . 
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2 applications were submitted under the Project 

Development Measure  for feasibility studies for 

water based sports facilities on the Royal Canal 

and a greenway linking Balrothery to Ardgillan 

Castle, 4 applications were submitted under  

Measure 1  for swim shelters in Rush, Skerries &  

Donabate and for a play trail in Rush , 1 

application  for the Fingal Camino  was submitted 

under Measure 2 and 1 application  for works 

around Balbriggan Boathouse and Bathhouse  

was submitted under Measure 3.  

 

 
Football Cooperative  

The Football Cooperative, founded by Steven 

OɅConnell in partnership with SETU, is a social 

enterprise that enhances menɅs physical, mental, 

and social well -being through inclusive 

recreational football  across two sites in Malahide 

and Limerick City . It delivers a high social return 

on investment, offering structured sessions that 

promote health, connection, and community 

engagement for men aged 30 and over. Healthy 

Fingal is a key partner on the initiative, which 

supports the cooperativeɅs expansion plans  and 

impact both in Fingal  and nationally. Through 

collaboration, they foster healthier lifestyles, 

reduce isolation, and promote active citizenship. 

The initiative has earned national recognition for 

its measurable social value and innovative 

approach to menɅs health. 

 

 
 

 



 
 

 

   

 

Smoke Free Homes Challenge  

The Smoke Free Homes Challenge has expanded 

to include both Ladyswell National School and 

Corduff  Senior National School. Delivered by 

Healthy Fingal, the HSE, and Empower, the 

programme encourages families to make their 

homes and cars smoke -free. Quit Smoking 

Advisors will visit classrooms to educate students 

on the dangers of smoking and vaping, whi le 

parents receive support materials and 

information on signing up for the June challenge. 

A fun colouring/drawing competition also 

reinforces the smoke -free message for students.  

  

 
 

Community Recognition Fund  2023 

The Community Recognition Fund (CRF) 2023, 

funded by the Department of Rural and 

Community Development , approved the 

CouncilɅs project proposals in March 2023 .  Fingal 

County Council has received an allocation  of 

ɚ1,813,912 for 26 projects across Fingal  with ɚ1.5 

million claimed to date . 

 

While the majority of  projects have been 

completed the remaining projects were granted 

extensions by the DRCD and are in the process of 

closing . EETCD continues to submit drawdown 

claims as the projects reach completion .   

 

Community Recognition Fund (CRF) 2024  

The Council received an allocation of ɚ1,538,573 

in respect of the Community Recognition Fund 

(CRF) 2024. The funding will support capital 

projects which will be delivered over the time 

period 202 5/2026. The fund is targeted to invest 

in those communities, villages and towns where 

the highest level of new arrivals is located and 

where a clear need for investment is identified.  

The funding is allocated across 3  application 

windows as outlined below :  

Page 18 

Application Window 1 :  

8 community projects in Fingal received funding 

of c. ɚ630,000 in August  2024: 

¶ Castleknock Community Centre 

Association CLG for demolition and rebuilding of 

the old credit union building  

¶ Accessible Transport Project CLG - 

Locallink Louth Meath Fingal for the purchase of 

a community bus  

¶ O'Dwyers GAA Club for the provision of 

wheelchair access and development of facilities (  

¶ Hartstown Community Centre for the 

installation of new windows  

¶ Foroige - Coastal North Dublin for 

purchase of a mini -bus  

¶ Trinity Gaels GAA Club for pitch 

enhancement including drainage and surfacing  

¶ Phoenix Football Club for development 

of equipment storage facilities  

¶ Skerries Harps GAA and Camogie Club 

for LED floodlighting installation  

 

Application Window 2:  

7 community projects in Fingal received funding 

of c ɚ596,000 in February  2025: 

 

¶ Donabate Portrane Community Centre  

 -  Safety and Accessibility Works  

¶ St Margaret's GAA Club Astroturf 

Installation  

¶ Baldoyle Forum - Fire Safety Upgrades  

¶ Corduff  Resource Centre Fire Safety 

Upgrades  

¶ Blanchardstown Centre for Independent 

Living Electric Wheelchair Accessible Van  

¶ Phibblestown Community Centre 

Astroturf Resurfacing (ɚ50,000) 

¶ O'Dwyers GAA Club, Balbriggan - Supply 

and Installation of Perimeter Fencing  

 

 
 



 
 

 

   

 

Application Window 3:   

The third and final public call for applications 

under this funding stream was announced in 

November with a submission deadline in 

December 2024.   Project proposals have been 

evaluated and submitted to the Department of 

Rural and Community Development (DRCD), and 

we are now awaiting approval.  

 

 
 

ENTERPRISE CENTRES 

 
Following an agreement  by the Boards of 

Directors of BASE, Beat and Drinan Enterprise 

Centres to consolidate  the management of all  

three centres, t he Council has  now  formed a  new 

legal entity ɈInnovate  Fingalɉ to  drive  innovation  

and focus on  the strategic development of the 3 

Enterprise Centres.    

 

The Council approved the lease of BASE and 

Drinan Enterprise Centres to Innovate Fingal at 

the April Council Meeting. An official launch event 

for  Innovate Fingal will  be scheduled in Q3 2025. 

 

All three Enterprise Centres have space available 

to start -up businesses and 

businesses/individuals who wish to avail of 

remote working options and facilities. Bespoke 

options or generic office fitouts can be 

considered.  Occupancy rates at the CouncilɅs 

three enterprise centres are all over 90%. The 

three Enterprise Centres currently support 65 

businesses and over 320 direct jobs.  
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TOWN REGENERATION OFFICE 

 

Our Balbriggan 2019 ɀ 2030 Rejuvenation Plan 

ɀ A Socio-Economic Strategy  

 

 
 

The Our Balbriggan Programme Office continues 

to support the local Leadership Group , in the 

stewardship and oversight of  the  

implementation of the Balbriggan  Socio-

Economic plan  2024 ɀ 2030.  Four multi -

stakeholder groups meet periodically , to 

progress opportunities around  Economic 

Development, Education, Skills & Employment , 

Community  Development and Sustainability, 

Climate Action and Bio -diversity Pillar .  The Public 

Realm Pillar is chaired by the County Architect 

and reports directly to the Chief Executive .   

 

After a mid -point governance  review in 2024 the 

Rejuvenation programme horizon  was extended 

to  2030, to bring  it in line with the Urban  

Regeneration Development Fund  (URDF), 

supported by  the Department of Housing, 

Heritage and Local Government . 

 

The Balbriggan Leadership Group, independently 

chaired by Dr. David Begg , met  on March 19 th .    

The meeting formally adopted a set of  new Pillar 

Action Workplans  for the period 2025 ɀ 2030 and 

will now move into implementation phase.    Pillar 

Groups are scheduled to meet again in May/June  

to progress Action Workplans.  

  



 
 

 

   

 

 
 

The Council have appointed contractor John 

Craddock Ltd and work is progressing on 

schedule , on the redevelopment of the Quay 

Street, Harbour & Environs area which is due  to  

be substantially completed by December 2025 .   

Work continues to progress well across key 

elements of the Quay Street & Harbour site.  

 

 
 

Phase 2 Works have been completed  including  

Town Car Park and works to the River Walls and 

Riverbed  & Mill Street upgrades . Phase 3 has 

commenced with the heritage r estoration of the 

RNLI Boathouse building for commercial use, the  

new public toilets  are constructed to roof level , 

with work to begin shortly on the construction  of 

a new roof. The  new harbour building and kiosks  

are being progressed  with substantive upgrades 

to Quay Street ongoing.   Phase 4 will incorporate 

construction of 2 pedestrian bridges, with 

substantial completion of the Toilet Block & Kiosk 

and Harbour Buildings.   
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The planting of trees on the south -side of the new 

redeveloped plaza area has been completed , this 

follows the planting of 20 additional trees around 

the Quay Street Car Park area and along the 

adjoining River Bracken.  

    

The Our Balbriggan Programme Office continues 

to provide regular updates on the project 

through social media  Channels and includes 

detailed information on frequently asked 

questions. Up to date information on the project 

is available on Balbriggan.ie  

  

 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 

   

 

2 - 4 Dublin Street is to be  transform ed into a new 

Creative Hub  with  8 workspaces  at 2 Dublin 

Street and an ancillary connected  space at 4 

Dublin Street which will  support STEAM 

education, training and enterprise activities 

supported by Fingal Arts Office  & SMART 

Balbriggan . Planning permission was granted at 

Council in October 2023.  

On receipt of stage gate 2 permission from the 

Urban Regeneration Development Fund (URDF) 

Unit, Department of Housing, Heritage and Local 

Government, tender documentation will be 

released to market in Q2 2025.  

 

 
 

An Integrated Design Team has been  appointed  

for the DeBruns site and are progressing work on 

design options based on best possible uses and 

site constraints. Stakeholder engagement 

sessions with local community , civic and business 

groups, and neighbouring properties have been 

completed. Insights gained have been  

incorporated in to  the pre -design report which 

has been  submitted to FCC for review.  

 

The Programme Office is currently  reviewing  a 

Feasibility Study for a Swim Platform, prepared 

by Langan Consulting (Marine) Engineers,  

including options  and costings.   

 

An Internal Project Team has been established 

from the Town Regeneration Office, Our 

Balbriggan Programme Office and FCC Architects 

to progress the Boathouse and Bathhouse 

project . Enabling works have now been 

completed.  Engineers have been appointed to 

the project , which is set to be substantially 

completed in Q2 2026.   An application was 

submitted to the Outdoor Recreation Scheme in 

March to support costs associated with the 

scheme and its environs.  
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A Draft Open Spaces Scheme for Balbriggan, 

CHIEFTAINS DRIVE/MOYLARAGH ROAD is due to 

be published on Consult.ie in May.  The proposed 

scheme includes a Half M UGA, and other outdoor 

equipment including seating.  The scheme in 

conjunction with FCC Sports, Community & 

Operations Teams is in response to an identified 

need for amenities in North West  Balbriggan.   

 

 
 

The Our Balbriggan Office continues to generate 

regular and unique content across all social 

media channels, Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, 

LinkedIn with over 13,000+ followers across its 5 

social media channels.  

 

 
 



 
 

 

   

 

Town Centre First ɀ Lusk  

Following the completion of the Lusk for Life Plan, 

two  appli cations for  Project Development 

Measure  funding were  submitted  to the 

Department of Rural and Community 

Development for their consideration  and b oth  

project s have now been approved for funding .  

 

Both  projects  were identified in the Lusk Town 

Centre First Plan and include  measures to 

develop  appropriate  facilities in LuskɅs Central 

Parks and the feasibility of  a farmers'  market.  

 

A consultant  is in the process of  produc ing a 

feasibility study for the farmers market project , 

and t he Lusk Central  Parks project  is currently 

being procured.  

 

 
 

A meeting of the Lusk town team was held  on 

February 13th  during which both projects were 

discussed , it was also agreed to amend the  

composition of the town team .  

 

Subsequent discussions have taken place 

regarding Terms of Reference for t he town team . 

These are currently being reviewed and a 

meeting of the Team will be scheduled soon. 

Once adopted a new town team in Lusk can be 

formed.  

 

Town Centre First ɀ Balrothery  

Following on from the recent completion of a 

Capacity Building  Output Report , a meeting has 

been scheduled for May  when it is expected that 

further progress will be  made towards the 

appointment of a town team and the adoption of  

corresponding  terms of reference.  
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Town Centre First ɀ Ball yboughal  

A visit of the Ballyboughal and Rush Capacity 

Building  group s and members of the Fingal Town 

Regeneration  Office to Boyle, Co. Roscommon 

took place in April, where  they  were warmly 

welcomed  by members of Roscommon County 

Council and members of the Boyle Town Team. 

Many interesting  local projects  were showcased, 

which were  relevant to the Ballyboughal  

community  as they progress their action pla n in 

the months and years ahead.   An Output Report 

have both  been completed for Ballyboughal  and 

the next Town Centre First meeting is scheduled 

for May, where it is anticipated that a town team 

will be appointed and terms of reference 

approved . 

 

 
 

Town Centre First ɀ Donabate  

At the previous Donabate meeting in March , an 

Action Plan for the town was confirmed . The next 

capacity building meeting for Donabate will take 

place in May  to form  a town team and agree 

terms of reference.  

 

 
 



 
 

 

   

 

Town Centre First ɀ Rush  

Following  a well -attended  second Town Centre 

First meeting in Rush on the 24 th  of March, the 

Rush Capacity Building Group joined the 

Ballyboughal group on a visit to Boyle, Co. 

Roscommon , where many interesting  ideas were 

shared regarding potential town team projects . 

The Boyle town team shared their valuable 

insights with Fingal on how best to work together 

to achieve their aims for the town.  This will be of 

huge benefit to the Rush group as they continue  

their formulation of a Town Centre First plan . The 

next  meeting for Rush is scheduled for May, 

where further progress will be made on 

identifying the strengths and needs of the town  

and working towards forming a  town team.  

 

Town & Village Renewal Schemes  

The Town Regeneration Office is currently 

facilitating  two  approved  projects  under this 

scheme from 2023 . A Phase 4 development of 

Floraville Park in Skerries (ɚ55,800) and upgrades 

to the Rush Community Centre (ɚ64,350) have 

been approved by the Department of Rural and 

Community Development. Both projects  are on 

schedule  to be completed by October 2025.  

 

A new call for projects has been  announced by 

the Department of Rural and Community 

Development for 2025. The Town Regeneration 

Office has sought Expressions of Interest s from a 

wide variety of internal and external  stakeholders 

groups . Fingal has communicated the new 

scheme through their Social Media Channels  

throughout April 2025. Expressions of Interest for 

both the Main Scheme and Project Development  

Measures are welcomed from stakeholder 

groups before 17:00 on June 13 th 2025. Additional 

information, including the Expression of Interest  

form , is available  on FFC public website.  
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Streetscape Enhancement Scheme 2024  

A second Streetscape Enhancement Scheme  was 

launched in November  and a number of  

expressions of interest were received by the 

closing date for applications of  29 November.  

Under the new scheme, up to 75% of the cost of 

improvements, up to a maximum grant amount 

of ɚ1,500 per eligible property, is available, 

subject to terms and conditions.  Nine 

applications have been approved for funding  

totalling ɚ12,635.28 for a variety of works 

including painting, green enhancement , and 

signage enhancement. Letters of Offer have been 

issued to these successful applicants and 

improvement works will be c arried out  over the 

coming months.  

 

 
 

Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme  

Project  

One project has been  approved under the 

Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme for 

2024, ɈSea Swimming at Skerries Springersɉ. A 

meeting with the local Swimmers group took 

place on Friday 21st March in conjunction with 

the Operations department where an update 

was given regarding the status of the feasibility 

report.  A progress report recently received from 

the appointed consultant, confirms that  the 

study  is due to be completed on schedule.  

 

Derelict Sites  

62 statutory notices have issued to owners of 

Derelict properties  to the end of April  2025.  

 



 
 

 

   

 

 
 

 
 

The Derelict Sites team continue s to focus on 

engagement with the owners of these derelict 

sites and will continue identifying further derelict 

sites across the county.   

 

 

The Town Regeneration Office  actively 

encourage s the reporting of potential derelict 

sites. Referrals can  be made by accessing the 

Report Form on Fingal County CouncilɅs public 

website and emailing the completed form to 

derelictsites@fingal.ie  
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LEO Fingal provides a broad suite of support 

services to stimulate enterprise and enable small 

businesses to succeed. Some of the LEO 

highlights for April 2025 are as follows:    

  

Navigating Escalating Tariffs in the US and 

Europe    

  

 
 

In the light of new tariffs announced by President 

Trump, LEO Fingal organised an online event 

called "Navigating Escalating Tariffs in the US and 

Europe". 87 participants registered for the event 

which was held on April 10 th . Crucial information 

wsa provided for Fingal exporters facing 

impending newly imposed US tariffs. Attendees 

gained insights into the background and specific 

impacts of these tariffs on key industries, with a 

detailed breakdown of affected product codes 

and rates. Practical strate gies for mitigating 

potential financial losses were discussed, 

alongside an update on prospective EU 

retaliatory tariffs to aid preparedness. The event 

also offered valuable guidance on legal and 

regulatory considerations and strategies for 

navigating the evolving trade landscape to 

maintain competitiveness in the US market.    

   

National Enterprise Awards 2025   

    

  

4 9 9

83

62

CUM TO END APRIL

Year on Year Cumulative Derelict 
Sites Statutory Notices Issued up 

to End of April 2025

2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

28

1

27
1

15

8

Derelict Sites Statutory Notices 
Issued YTD to End Of April 2025

Balbriggan

Blanchardstow
n Mulhuddart

Castleknock

Howth
Malahide

Ongar

Rush Lusk

Swords

mailto:derelictsites@fingal.ie


 
 

 

   

 

The National Enterprise Awards competition in 

which one overall winner from each of the 31 

Local Enterprise Office areas compete for the 

National awards. This year, Cuty Gupta from 

Cozmotec CG Consulting Ltd  will represent 

Fingal at the National Enterprise Awards final in 

the Mansion House in May 2025 on 22 nd May 

2025. Fingal have had great success in the 

National Competition in recent years. Last year 

Conor Halpin, PRM Assist won the Dublin Region 

Award. We wish Cuty Gupta and all the team at 

Cozmotec the very best of luck.      

  

  

Fingal Enterprising Women Network    

  

  

  

Local Enterprise Office Fingal will host a valuable 

networking event for women entrepreneurs on 

Friday, May 23rd, 2025, at Roganstown House 

Hotel, Swords. Dr. Rosalind Beere, a renowned 

entrepreneur and advocate for women in 

leadership, will lead a firesid e chat focused on 

topics such as resilient leadership, sustainable 

growth, financial confidence, and maintaining 

work -life balance. The event will provide 

participants with practical insights, strategies, 

and opportunities to connect with fellow women 

in business. A networking lunch will follow, 

offering a chance to continue conversations and 

build lasting professional relationships.   

   

Fingal Business Supports Briefing   
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Following the success of the Fingal Business 

Supports Briefing in April, the next event is set for 

May 7th. Building on the momentum from the 

previous briefing, which saw 124 attendees and 

sparked strong interest in Business Advice 

Clinics, Start Your Own Business Courses, and 

Grant Application Workshops, the upcoming 

briefing will offer even more opportunities for 

local business owners. The LEO team will provide 

expert guidance on training, mentorship, and 

grants, with a Q&A session and one -on-one 

consulta tions to help participants take their next 

steps.  

  

Student Enterprise Programme  

  

 
 

FingalɅs finalists are now preparing for the 

Student Enterprise Programme National Final on 

May 8th, where they will compete for the title of 

ϥrelandɅs next top young entrepreneurs.  

The Student Enterprise Programme, run by the 

31 Local Enterprise Offices across the country, is 

ϥrelandɅs largest student entrepreneurship 

initiative, inspiring over 26,000 students annually 

to create, develop, and promote their own 

businesses.   

In the Junior Category, the students representing 

Fingal at the National Final are Rachel Dore and 

Isla Tanner, and Loreto Secondary School, 

Balbriggan, with their project, RachelɅs and ϥslaɅs 

Self Care, an enterprise focussing on self -care 

baskets   

  

In the Intermediate Category, Maida -Fatima Riaz, 

Angelin Bijoye and Abi Solai from Hansfield 

Educate Together Secondary School, Dublin 15, 

will showcase their enterprise, Ecochew, which 

focuses on an innovative solution for chewing 

gum disposal, ensuring a  cleaner environment.   

  



 
 

 

   

 

ϥn the Senior Category, Emily OɅDonnell, Aaliyah 

Heeze and Sarah Forbes from Mount Sackville 

Secondary School, Castleknock, secured their 

place with Wild Cards, an innovative business 

centred on handmade, ecofriendly cards.   

  

 Food Sectoral Supports    

  

 
  

LEO Fingal are delighted to host the next regional 

Food Starter course which begins on 19 th  May 

and is fully online to suit availability of our busy 

food producers. The programme is already 

booked out due to the high demand for this type 

of training.   

  

Evaluations and Approvals Committee   

The Evaluation and Approvals Committee (EVAC) 

approved 2 projects for funding at its April 

meeting, bringing to ɚ330,545 the total approved 

year to date 2025, for 18 applicants across 

Business Feasibility, Priming and Expansion 

Grants. The next EVAC meeting will be held online  

on the 28th  of May 2025.  

   

Management Development   
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The Leadership for Business Acceleration 

programme is coming to a close for the current 

cohort and is due to finish on May 7 th  at the 

Skylon Hotel in Dublin City. This programme is 

run in conjunction with Dublin City LEO and 17 

businesses from Dublin City and Fingal LEO have 

been in attendance over the 8 -week programme. 

The programme facilitates established 

businesses within the Dublin & Fingal area to 

grow their businesses and expand. It allows 

owners time to plan and build a strategy which 

will carry them  through the next 3 years while 

building their network and learning new skills in 

the areas of business management, finance and 

marketing. The next programme commences on 

Thursday 25 th  September at the Carlton Hotel 

and will be open for bookings shortly.   

 

 Energy Efficiency Grant Scheme    

  

 
  

The Local Enterprise Office (LEO) Energy 

Efficiency Grant was recently revamped and 

relaunched with several significant changes, the 

main one being its increase from ɚ5,000 to 

ɚ10,000 and a change from match funding to 

now covering up to 75% of eligible co sts. The 

Energy Efficiency Grant is an excellent 

opportunity for small businesses to continue 

their business more sustainably and efficiently, 

which will benefit them in the long run. To apply, 

businesses need to be solvent and operating 

within Fingal for at least six months. Nine 

companies in Fingal have so far qualified for this 

grant. This year there has seen strong   interest in 

this scheme with enquiries coming from 

restaurants, pubs and coffee shops. Five 

companies have been approved so far this year 

and many more are currently going through the 

approval process.   

 

  



 
 

 

   

 

Trading Online Voucher Scheme    

 

 
  

Trading Online Voucher (now expired) scheme 

supported small businesses by allowing them to 

enhance their online offering by providing a grant 

of up to ɚ2,500 for ecommerce and digital 

marketing activities, as well as giving businesses 

a better understandin g of how they can exploit E -

Commerce opportunities for their business. A 

total of 45 applications have been approved in 

the amount of ɚ94,138.   

  

The Trading Online Voucher scheme has now 

closed and only applications received before the 

closing date will be assessed for payment in 2025. 

An enhanced ɈGrow Digitalɉ initiative has taken its 

place (featuring grant value ɚ5k plus digital 

consultancy assi gnments).   

   

  

Business Advice Clinics and Mentoring     

  

 
 

LEO Fingal provides one to one business support 

services through Business Advice Clinics and a 

Mentoring programme, both online and in 

person. These services are provided free of 

charge to small businesses. The Fingal mentor 

panel consists of a variety of skilled and 

experienced mentors from a range of business 

backgrounds. In 2025 so far 247 clients availed of 

one-to -one appointments in Business Advic e 

Clinics and 104 clients have signed up for 

mentoring, with consistently high demand for 

this service among Fingal businesses.    

Page 27 

Microfinance Ireland Loans   

LEO Fingal provides a loan scheme through its 

partnership with Microfinance Ireland, with loans 

from ɚ5,000 up to ɚ50,000 per approved 

applicant. LEO Fingal is actively promoting the 

availability of loans from businesses that have 

difficulty raising finance from their bank. 

Applications are processed and assessed by LEO 

Fingal and submitted to MFI (Microfinance 

Ireland). Applications submitted through LEO 

Fingal are eligible for a 1% reduced interest rate 

of 5.5% APR if submitted through the Local 

Enterprise Office.   In 2024, LEO Fingal processed 

a record -breaking 45 applications and this year 

so far, a further seven MFI loan applications have 

been processed. LEO Fingal supports MFI 

applicants with a Mentor who assists with the 

application process to maximise their pro spects 

of approval.    

  

Training and Events    

LEO Fingal continues to provide vital training to 

owner managers with 1562 participants year to 

date. There have been four Start Your Own 

Business courses with 48 participants and our 

first Digital Marketing course of 2025 commences 

on 12 th  June for 10 weeks. Fingal entrepreneurs 

are showing no slowdown in demand for courses 

in 2025.    

  

Internationalisation and Export 

Development    

The new ɈMarket Explorer Grantɉ has replaced 

the TAME Grant from 1 January 2025.     The grant 

is available to small enterprises in the 

manufacturing and international trading sectors 

(with up to 50 employees). The amount of the 

grant is to a maximum of ɚ10,000 or 50% of 

eligible costs. The object of the financial offer is 

to support the development of export -oriented 

businesses by incenti vising support to research 

and explore activities in new markets.   Support 

for the grant applies when eligible companies 

seek to explore either a new geographic market 

for an existing product/service or an existing 

geographic market for a new 

product/service.   LEO Fingal has approved one 

application for this grant in the amount of 

ɚ9,520.  

   



 
 

 

   

 

 Export Development Programme    

  

 
 

The Export Development programme ɈGet 

Exportingɉ is continuing throughout all 31 LEOs, 

Get Exporting is designed to support companies 

at every stage of their journey to achieve new 

export sales. Through the Export Development 

Pathway, the aim is to simplif y the export journey 

for businesses and help build the knowledge, 

confidence and strategies needed to succeed in 

global markets. Get Exporting is a collaborative 

effort between the Local Enterprise Offices, 

Enterprise Ireland, and delivery partner OCO 

Global.  

  

Following recommendation based on an export 

readiness assessment 11 Fingal businesses were 

among the 120 nationally, progressing through 

the programme.   Following stage 2 ɄWorkshopsɅ 

60 businesses will now progress to the Ʉϥn Market 

VisitɅ stage of the programme which includes 7 

Fingal businesses.   Those not progressing can still 

be considered at a future stage and in the 

meantime can avail of the support they need to 

develop their businesses from their Local 

Enterprise Office.     

  

Grow Digital Voucher & Digital for Business   

  

 
 

Leo Fingal have approved 22 Digital for Business 

programmes year to date and have also 

approved 2 Grow Digital Vouchers.  
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The Digital Boost Webinar launched by LEO Fingal 

to educate prospective applicants about the 

Digital Supports available including Digital for 

Business and Grow Digital, has now been 

adopted throughout Dublin as a Regional event 

and will also be rolled out nationally to support 

the programmes. Another example of LEO Fingal 

collaborating with other LEOɅs to the betterment 

of our clients.  
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Works Programme  

Balbriggan/ Rush -Lusk/ Swords Area - Parks  

 

Swords  

Tree and bulb planting as part of the Pollinator 

Planting Project with Glasmore Estate Resident 

Group.  
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Volunteer tree planting took place on the 

Hilltown Open space of River Valley Road on 

Saturday 22nd of March in celebration of 

National tree week. More than 300 whips planted 

by Volunteers from Swords Woodland 

Association led by Cllr Joe Newman, Hilltown 

Environmental Group, Swords Tidy Towns and 

local residents. Two locations were planted at 

either end of the green using native tree whips 

suppl ied by the Tree Council of Ireland.  

 

 
  

 
 

A new Barrier was installed in the Ward River 

Valley Park at Swords Manor, to replace the gate 

which was recently damaged. This is the first 

phase of upgrade works planned on entrances 

within this section of the park.   

 

 
 

 



 
 

 

   

 

As part of the Learn to Cycle track installed in the 

Ward River Valley Park along Brackenstown 

Avenue, additional landscape improvements 

have commenced with the planting of 15 new 

trees and a section of native hedging.  

 

 
 

 
 

New play panels installed in Swords Manor 

Playground as part of recent upgrade works 

which included boundary treatment repairs, 

surface works and new bench installs.  
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Donabate  

Tree planting was undertaken on the open space 

of The Priory Estate in Donabate as part of 

Operations Annual Tree Planting Program me. 

Locations were  selected following discussions 

with the Resident Group with the planting 

undertaken  by Watery Lane Depot  crew. 

 

 
 

A morning of tree planting by Volunteers of 

Donabate Tidy towns took place in Newbridge 

Demesne on Saturday 22 nd of March in 

celebration of National Tree week. More than 350 

whips were planted in the north -west corner of 

the Demesne and is a continuation of the 

Woodland Management Plan objectives to 

increase tree cover at this area. This adds to the 

800 plus whips planted at the same location last 

March by the same group.  

 



 
 

 

   

 

 
 

 

Santry Demesne  

New park signage installed:  

 

 
 

Balbriggan  

Spring Bulb Display at Tara Court Balbriggan . 
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Path improvement works Ardgillan Demesne . 

 

 
 

Rendering of walls in Hastings Estate . 

 

 
 

Lusk  

Landscaping works as part of the Programme of 

Works at Station Road / Orlynn Park , Lusk. 

 

 
 

 



 
 

 

   

 

Concreting works around tennis courts 

complete d as part of the Programme of Works . 

 

 
 

Rush  

New Footpath at St Catherines Community 

Garden , Rush. 

 

 
 

Skerries  

Footpath resurfacing and repairs at Skerries 

Mills . 
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Newly installed path through  open space at 

Townparks , Skerries. 

 

Before:  

 

After:  

 

 

 

Area General Maintenance Programme  

 

Footpath repair works at Balscadden Village by 

Balbriggan Roads Crew . 

 

 
 



 
 

 

   

 

Repairs to pedestrian  footpath outside Rathmore 

Park on ring road R127 Lusk. Works carried out 

by Balbriggan Roads Crew.  

 

 
 

 
 

Howth /  Malahide Area  

 

Roads /  Footpaths - Malahide   

 
Footpath Repairs Seabury Lane  
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Footpath Repairs Estuary Rd 

 

Road Patching  

 
 

 
Road Patching works at Seabury  Malahide  by the 

Roads Crew. 

 

 



 
 

 

   

 

Burial Grounds and Beaches  
 

 
New Paving at Balgriffin Cemetery  to access the 

latest extension to the Cemet ery. 

 

How th/Malahide Parks  

Tree Planting  

 

 
New Street trees planted Baldoyle Road  

 

Open spaces  

New signage erected at carving Manannán mac 

Lir ɀ God of the Sea, Portmarnock  
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Manannán mac Lir in Irish Mythology was known as 

the God of the Sea, warrior and one of the Tuatha 

Dé Danann. He could ride across the waves and land 

in his chariot with his magical sea stallion Aonbharr 

and a deadly strength sapping sword named 

Fragarach. Sometimes he could help a stricken ship 

in a storm but others he would leave to their own 

fate. Sailors of old often said a prayer to Manannán 

to protect them from harm while at sea.  

Dia na Mara 

  

Thugtaí Dia na Mara ar Mhanannán mac Lir, i 

Miotaseolaíocht na hÉireann, laoch agus duine de 

Thuatha Dé Danann. Bhí sé in ann marcaíocht 

trasna na dtonnta agus trasna na talún ina charbad 

lena stail mhara dhraíochtúil Aonbharr agus 

claíomh a shúigh fuinneamh darbh ainm  

Fragarach. Uaireanta, bhíodh sé in ann cabhrú le 

long i mbaol a báite i stoirm ach dɅfhágfadh sé cinn 

eile i muinín na cinniúna. Is minic a deireadh 

mairnéalaigh ón sean-am paidir do Mhanannán 

chun iad féin a chosaint ó dhíobháil agus iad ar  an 

bhfarraige.  

 

 
Vandalised Fence GrayɄs Lane, Howth 

  

 
Repaired fence along stream GrayɅs Lane. 

 

 


