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Chief ExecutiveɅs Foreword 
 

Next month will see communities across Fingal 

come together as the Street Feast returns on May 

24th  and 25 th . This fantastic global event, now in its 

15th  year, encourages residents to organise 

gatherings with neighbours and friends to share 

food and conversation and really fosters a sense of 

belonging, inclusivity and support within our 

communities. Last year in Fingal, there were over 50 

Street Feasts bri nging together thousands of people 

in their own localities for gatherings ranging from 

smaller groups to larger numbers. Organising a 

Street Feast in your area is very straightforward and 

gives people the opportunity to become involved in 

a community event  while sharing delicious food and 

getting to know their neighbours. Hosts can avail of 

a free party pack that includes essentials such as 

bunting, invitations, and posters.  The event is 

designed to be flexible: whether itɅs a small get-

together on a reside ntial street or a larger event in 

a community hall, the goal is to foster connections, 

celebrate local culture, and build a sense of 

belonging. Since its inception, Street Feast has been 

celebrated by 750,000 people across Ireland and 

the hope is to reach 1 million by 2030. Residents in 

Fingal can register to host a Street Feast via the 

official website StreetFeast.ie whether you choose 

to host and event or indeed attend one in your 

locality, I hope you enjoy the experience.  

Back in 2019, Balbriggan residents were surveyed 

on their key priorities for their town. The findings of 

the survey on a host of topics shaped the ongoing 

Our Balbriggan Rejuvenation Programme. One of 

the main themes which emerged from surveying 

the people  of Balbriggan was the need for a public 

swimming pool. I am delighted that Fingal County 

Council has progressed to the next  of a ɚ10m public 

swimming pool in Castlelands, Balbriggan. An 

integrated design team led by UK -based company 

ReCreation has develop ed preliminary plans. It is 

expected the project will be ready to go to planning 

by the end of this year and, subject to funding, 

construction could commence by the end of 2026. 

The new facility will incorporate a changing village, 

reception area with café  and a viewing gallery and 

will be a huge asset to Balbriggan and surrounding 

towns. Coupled with the ongoing work which will 

transform BalbrigganɅs streetscape and harbour 

area and the recent opening of the Harry Reynolds 

Road Pedestrian & Cycle Route, th e swimming pool 

will be of immense importance to the people of the 

locality and I look forward to seeing construction 

begin onsite by the end of next year.  

Swords Castle Town Park Concerts have become a 

much anticipated highlight of the social calendar. 

This year we welcome back the hugely popular 

country star Nathan Carter and support acts from 

the Dolly Parton Tribute and Jem and The BeezNeez 

on Friday, July 25. Fans of all ages have been treated 

to NathanɅs sell out performances in Swords Castle 

in recent years and last year with the concerts 

staged in Swords Town Park, even more of his 

followers were able to see him in action. The 

following evening the leg endary purveyors of punk 

and new wave anthems, The Boomtown Rats, will 

take to the stage with support from special guests 

The Undertones and Iann Brennan. Year after year 

this concert series grows in popularity and it is a 

testament to the flawless staging  and fantastic 

venue that we are in a position to attract top local 

and international talent to Fingal. Tickets are 

available now and are sure to sell out so make sure 

you secure your place and have a very enjoyable 

evening!  

Dublin Climate Action Week 2025 (#DCAW25) will 

take place from Monday 12th to Sunday 18th May 

2025. Fingal County Council, Dublin City Council, 

South Dublin County Council, Dún Laoghaire -

Rathdown County Council, the Dublin Metropolitan 

Climate Action Regional Office (CARO) and Codema 

have again collaborated to organise the weekɅs 

events which are guarant eed to engage and 

showcase our ongoing commitment to addressing 

climate action. National Bike Week will align with 

Dublin Climate Action Week, bringing toge ther 

climate action and active travel to highlight the 

strong connection between sustainable 

transportation and climate solutions. In Fingal, 

Millennium Park Blanchardstown and Malahide 

Demesne will host fantastic family fun days and 

there will also be dem onstrations, workshops and 

local festivals all focussing on how the small 

changes we make can positively impact the 

environment. The full programme of events will be 

released shortly but in the meantime, you can find 

out what is happening in your area 

at www.dublinclimateactionweek.ie  

 

Best wishes,  

 

AnnMarie Farrell y 

Chief Executive    

http://www.streetfeast.ie/
https://eur04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fscanner.topsec.com%2F%3Fd%3D1962%26r%3Dshow%26u%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fmhq18link.dublincity.ie%252Fls%252Fclick%253Fupn%253Du001.FJ9Nxt0Yk6-2B6r7cl3JKN94zzhxB6XywPRxkMzvXB-2BjFy5SYa44FeKlttVBN9WNumCla1-2F-2F45g91aWmH1jaz7EE2I7Qa4PujS2Ur8gxw2m5o-3DGZmp_p4A4YQt8epDIK9HlKea9seaW2nwDOyFujtlWlH03SEjJPZhKLqgn5I4FbKI-2BvmDg-2Bw2LMcmWC82-2FcqdmVU4mGdSm4CY-2BurlX3dt3YTB3ir-2BxZ749AbLkdq29FwoUFgyhJa4PBRb1JHLKTIAwWVVtOdPZMo2WMxEpnYl-2BCvF3BT7XQ7oK0dB7t-2BdsWRRlRtuzDKJbEpc8qODLaEWvvC4Cbd8MJWXx5G4Y7MP0pU8ttZN7Drhl6CZxZ55cBfbS6T6LDOTfeUfCvBmh8F-2F2HjwiAw-3D-3D%26t%3Dfb89ca90b5775da70e15c0ccfc76a23004d16362&data=05%7C02%7Cbernie.kelly%40fingal.ie%7C63a3732b35544b77c77608dd663a128f%7C72dcfc23757145948154afe2c0bdea98%7C0%7C0%7C638779121798123644%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=kEf3i0utm3HyWkiYOddF8PvmraDdxUD7K6dkOplkqr0%3D&reserved=0


 
 

 

   

 

PEOPLE, CORPORATE AND DIGITAL 

SERVICES 

Contents  
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Communications  

Building Facilities  

 

People Services   

Recruitment  

            Recruitment Programme 2025 

Total Recruitment Campaigns  54 

Interviews Held to date  321  

New Starters 68 

Promotions 56 

Number of Current Job Offers 64 

 

Learning & Development Update  

Learning & Development Year to date 

 Number of courses 79 

 Number of Attendees 814 

 Number of Training Days 727 

 

Throughout April, courses will be delivered in the 

areas of  Managing Safely in Construction, Fire 

Warden, Safe Disposal of Needlesticks/Sharps, 

First Aid, Safety Representative Training  and 

many more.  

 

Wellbeing Update  

The Wellbeing Team continues to introduce new 

initiatives to support mental health for all staff 

members. These initiatives aim to create a 

supportive and positive environment where 

employees can thrive, reduce stress, improve 

resilience, and ensure staff have access to mental 

health support whenever needed.  
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HSU ɀ Health & Safety Unit    

 

The HSU during the month of March 2025 revised 

assessments and procedures pertaining to the 

various tasks involving manual handling, harbour 

management, e-bike sharing, Architects 

personnel site inspections, fall protection 

systems and chainsaw works.  Site safety 

inspections and audits continued during the 

month along with VDU assessments including 

remote assessments.   To date 30 incidents have 

been inves tigated, 102 site safety inspections and 

safety audits have taken place, and 65 VDU 

assessments have been completed  

 

Customer Services  

 

Customer Care Unit Statistics ɀ March  2025 
 

Total No. of 

Calls dealt 

with by CCU  

Total No. of 

Emails dealt 

with by CCU 

Presenting            

In Person  

11,001 1,077 2,907 

 

CRM  

 

Staff continue to work on the Customer 

Relationship Management System (CRM) and 

issue responses to representations from Elected 

Members (Councillors, TDs and Senators) and 

complaints submitted by the public.  

 

"Representation figures are unavailable this 

month due to the recent migration to Dynamics 

365. Reporting will resume in time for the next 

update."  

 

Building Facilities  

 

Period Dignity ɀ Funding 2025  

A collaborative project between Building 

Facilities, Libraries and Community which 

commenced in 2022 following a small trial in 

2021. 

 

The Period Dignity pilot project is across 16 of 

FCC Community Centres, Fingal Libraries, 

Draiocht and available to the public in both 

Corporate Council Buildings.  

 



 
 

 

   

 

ϥn 2023 funding of ɚ10,000 was received from the 

Department of Health, it was estimated this 

helped close to 8,000 Fingal residents who 

required period products.  

Funding for 2024 of ɚ15,000 was provided to the 

Council from the Dept of Health, it was estimated 

this helped close to 13,000 Fingal residents who 

required period products.  

Building Facilities submitted a comprehensive 

proposal for funding for 2025 and have received 

confirmation that ɚ15,000 will be provided to the 

Council from the Dept of Health following the 

recent success of the scheme and for an 

increased service relating  to period dignity.  

 

COMMUNICATIONS  

 

Digital Statistics  

 

The number of visitors to the finagl.ie website in 

March was 160,574 which was an increase of 

40,000 on February. The increase was driven by 

interest in the St PatrickɅs Day parades and 

visitors coming to the site looking for 

information. Planning Lists, Affordable  Housing, 

Recycling Centres and Jobs were, along with the 

home page, the other most visited pages. There 

were 320,268 page views during the month and 

the average time spent on the site was two 

minutes and four seconds  

 

The number of Facebook followers rose by 786 to 

39,348 and there were 1.9m impressions and 

8,800 engagements.  

Instagram now has 13,358 followers having 

added 513 new followers in the past month. It 

had 309,000 impressions and 3,600 

engagements during March.   

The number of LinkedIn followers is now 11,264 

The engagement rate of February was 2.05% 

from 43,658 impressions.  

The number of followers on X is now 23,468 

which is a reduction of 32 on February.  

The growth of WhatsApp continued with a  14% 

increase in followers over the month to 2,920 

followers.  
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The numbers currently following the other 

corporate channels are Thr eads (1,295), TikTok 

(1,033) and Bluesky (391).  

 

Six videos were added to the CouncilɅs You Tube 

Channel which saw the number of subscribers 

grow to 1,690. Videos posted included the 

opening of the Harry Reynolds Road, the Skerries 

Harbour Public Realm Improvements and a 

progress report on the new Baldoyle Community 

Centre.  

 

Videos can be viewed at  

https://www.youtube.com/@FingalCountyCounci

lVideo/videos   

 

The Communications Unit continues to look at 

adding other channels in order to maximise 

reach.  The total number of followers across the 

nine social media channels is 93,077, a rise of 911 

from February.  

 

Press Releases  

 

There were 27 press releases issued during 

March. Topics included the Hide FM project, the 

renewal of the Dublin Airport Local Area Plan, the 

appointment of Terry Prone as FingalɅs Age 

Friendly Ambassadoor, Balbriggan Swimming 

Pool and Seachtain na Gaeilge.  

 

 
 

Media Queries  

 

Media queries received by the Communications 

Unit during March included questions about Hide 

FM, Social Housing, Signage, Dunsink, Dublin 

Airport and Local Community Safety 

Partnerships.  

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/@FingalCountyCouncilVideo/videos
https://www.youtube.com/@FingalCountyCouncilVideo/videos


 
 

 

   

 

LAW DEPARTMENT 

Contents  

Current Judicial reviews  

 

 

Mayeston Hall Management Company Limited 

by Guarantee -v- Fingal County Council, 

Ireland and the Attorney General 2024/505JR  

Kimpton Vale Limited -v- an Bord Pleanala 

and Fingal County Council High Court Record 

No. 2022/390 JR 

Joan Reynolds and Edel McDonough -v- Fingal 

County Council High Court Record No 

2023/372 JR 

MKN Properties Limited and another -v- Fingal 

County Council High Court Record No. 

2023/373 JR 

daa plc -v- Fingal County Council High Court 

Record No 2023/383 JR 

daa plc -v- Fingal County Council and the Irish 

Aviation Authority High Court Record No. 

2023/916 JR 

Friends of the Irish Environment CLG and 

SMTW Environmental DAC -v- the Minister for 

Housing Local Government and Heritage, 

Ireland and the Attorney General and the 

Office of Planning Regulator and Fingal 

County Council High Court Record No 

2023/1047 JR 

Niall OɅConnor and Geraldine Kiernan -v- An 

Bord Pleanala and Fingal County Council High 

Court Record No 2023/1122JR  

Erigo Limited and Joseph Flood -v- Fingal 

County Council and others High Court Record 

No 2023/1233 JR 

Timothy Fitzgerald and James Fitzgerald -v- 

Fingal County Council Record No 2023/1236 JR  

Ailsa Sexton -v- An Bord Pleanala and Fingal 

County Council  

High Court Record Number 2024/690JR  

Noel Murphy v An Board Pleanala, Fingal 

County Council and Kilshane Energy 

Limited.   High court Record No. H;JR;2024/883  

Jane Phelan Walsh v An Bord Pleanala and 

Fingal County Council High Court No. 

2024/1038JR 
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Nicola Byrne v Fingal County Council, An Bord 

Pleanála, the Minister for Housing, Planning and 

Local Government, Ireland, and the Attorney 

General, High Court Record Number 2024/342 JR  

Friends of the Irish Environment CLG v Fingal 

County Council, Simon Coyle & Tom OɅBrien (Joint 

Statutory Receivers for The Shoreline 

Partnership) and The Shoreline Partnership High 

Court Record Number 2024.0001590 JR  

AAI Baneshane Ltd v An Bord Pleanála; Notice 

Party:- Fingal County Council High Court Record 

Number 2025.0000042 JR  

AAI Baneshane Ltd v An Bord Pleanála: Notice 

Party:- Fingal County Council High Court Record 

Number 2025/0000041 JR  

Portmarnock Real Estate Development Limited 

and St. Marnock's II DAC v An Bord Pleanála and 

Fingal County Council The High Court Record No. 

H.JR.2024.1464 

DP Crossroads Committee and Ann Hogan v An 

Bord Pleanála, Ireland and the Attorney General, 

Glenveagh Living Limited and Fingal County 

Council The High Court Record No. 2025/311 JR  

Paul Clarke v Fingal County Council High Court 

Record Number 2025/0243 JR  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

   

 

ECONOMIC, ENTERPRISE, TOURISM & 

CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT  

Contents  

Tourism Development  

Tourism  

Events 
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Cultural Development  

Arts  
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Economic Development  

Local & Rural Development  

LEADER Economic Programme  

Healthy Fingal  

Enterprise Centres  

Town Regeneration  

Balbriggan Socio -Economic Strategy  

Local Enterprise Office  

 

TOURISM DEVELOPMENT 

 

Samhain Festival Funding  

In conjunction with Tourism Ireland and Failte 

Ireland there is a new emphasis on the 

Halloween Festival in 2025 in the way Ireland is 

marketed overseas.  

 

To support this five counties are to be chosen as  

ɈSamhain hubsɉ, with additional funding to 

support the development of the festival. Fingal 

County Council is one of approximately 10 

counties that have been shortlisted and who are 

now invited to competiti vely bid for hub status 

and funding.  

 

 
 

Page 4 

Fingal is uniquely placed to make a strong bid, as 

there are already numerous ticketed events in 

the heritage properties, as well as public 

fireworks displays in the larger urban centres. A 

successful bid will involve pulling all of this 

together and addin g the additional focus on 

authentic Samhain folk arts and experiences. A 

decision will be made on this by Failte Ireland in 

May. 

 

Fingal Tourism Strategy  

An inaugural meeting of the Tourism Advisory 

Group took place in the Carnegie Library, Swords 

on the 11 th  of March.  

 

 
 

The Advisory Group is described in the Tourism 

Strategy as an oversight group, to steer the 

strategy initiatives and ensure they have greatest 

impact.  

 

The advisory group heard about early progress 

on the Fingal Tourism Strategy and Fingal Food 

Policy 2024-2029 in relation to:  

¶ The product audit brief for tourism  

¶ The emerging marketing plan  

¶ The Food Markets, especially Swords  

 

Fingal Food Network  

The Fingal Food Network Committee met on 24 th  

March to discuss priorities for Q2 2025. It was 

reported that the formalisation of the network 

including establishing the network as a CLG and 

the setting up of a bank account were 

progressing well. The membership fee for 2025 

was agreed.  

 



 
 

 

   

 

The main priority for members was branding and 

marketing, especially in respect of social media 

presence and promoting the network at Flavours 

of Fingal. Members of the Committee had 

recently met with the Events team to discuss 

enhancing the Network's pres ence at Flavours of 

Fingal. The CouncilɅs agreement to facilitate a 

branding workshop in early April was welcomed.  

 

EVENTS 

 

 
 

Swords Concerts 2025  

The Boomtown Rats & Nathan Carter Concerts 

are selling very well, with much higher sales than 

at the same point last year. Tickets and all details 

can be found on www.eventsinfingal.ie   

 

 
 

St PatrickɅs Day Parades Feedback 

The feedback from the seven parades across the 

county was very positive. To ensure we 

continually improve and adjust events we have 

conducted a survey of over 370 participants from 

the last 3 years, so far we have received c. 40 

responses. This feedback wi ll help us make 

adjustments and improvements in future 

parades, subject to budgetary approval.  
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Fingal Proms 2025  

We have just published details of this years Fingal 

Proms with the headline act being Ronan Collins 

Showband Hits Show, tickets are ɚ10+ booking 

fee from www.eventsinfingal.ie   

Hosting this event in a parish hall and community 

centre has allowed us to cut back on high 

infrastructure costs from using heritage sites.  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

https://www.eventsinfingal.ie/
https://www.eventsinfingal.ie/


 
 

 

   

 

Flavours of Fingal  

Planning is progressing well on Flavours of Fingal 

which is due to be held on the 5 th  & 6 th  of July in 

Newbridge House. The planning licence has been 

submitted and the newspaper ads published. The 

programming of the show is progressing well. 

Highlights will include the Fingal Food Show, 

Farmers, Traditional Skills of Ireland and the 

Sports & Act ive Travel Departments from Fingal.  

 

HERITAGE PROPERTIES 

 

Meitheal 2025  

Meitheal is Failte ϥrelandɅs flagship trade event, a 

2 day face to face workshop that gives the Irish 

tourism industry and overseas tourism buyers 

from over 20 different countries the opportunity 

to meet and do business. This yearɅs event took 

place on 1 st and 2 nd April at the INEC, Killarney 

and FingalɅs visitor attractions were well 

represented with representatives from Malahide 

Castle, Newbridge House, Casino Model Railway 

Museum and for the first time, Skerries Mills all in 

attendance.  

 

 
 

Brambles at Ardgillan Castle  

The redecoration of the tea rooms in the castle 

are due to take place in early May, giving the main 

cafe rooms a smarter and more appealing look. 

Discussions are taking place with the café  

operator in respect of upgrading the furniture to 

provide a more c omfortable environment for 

visitors in keeping with the heritage 

environment.  
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Brambles Kiosk  

In preparation for the busy season ahead, 

Brambles Café has recently re -opened the kiosk 

adjacent to the playground at Ardgillan Castle & 

Gardens in advance.  This kiosk offers visitors a 

convenient spot to purchase a variety of 

refreshments, including teas, coffees, snacks, 

and ice creams, enhancing the overall experience 

for families and individuals enjoying the 

playground and its scenic surroundings. Several 

improvements have been made to the kiosk 

including the lowering of the hatch and new 

outdoor furniture. Further cosmetic 

improvements such as planting and painting will 

be completed in the coming weeks.  

 

Newbridge House and  Farm   

The success of the recently launched Courtyard 

Kitchen at Newbridge House and Farm will host 

an exciting BBQ Masterclass demonstration by 

Man Street chefs.  This interactive event will allow 

guests to learn essential tips and techniques as 

well as receive rec ipes and menu cards to 

recreate the magic at home in advance of the al 

fresco dining season.  Places are limited so 

booking early is essential.  

 

 
 

 

 



 
 

 

   

 

Mad HatterɅs Tea Party at Malahide 

 

This Easter a Mad HatterɅs Tea Party, a family-

friendly event will be staged on the West lawn. It 

is planned to be a fun -filled time, with laughter 

and amusement for all. Guests will enjoy a 

whimsical afternoon of games, comedy, and 

many surprises. Prizes will be awarded for the 

most imaginative and creative hats, which invites 

all attending to bring their finest headwear.  

 

 
 

A discount available to staff and Councillors using 

the discount code:  MADHATTERS10 and book  

via 

https://bookings.malahidecastleandgardens.ie/E

vent/MADHATTERT 

 

Swords Castle  

 

 
 

A new wireless intruder alarm has been installed 

in Swords Castle, which is an upgrade on the 

established system that was no longer 

functioning properly. This will ensure the highest 

level of protection for the site with new hubs 

located in the Chapel, Constables Tower and 

tourist office pavilion.  
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Following several years of service to the Swords 

Recreation and Development Community 

Employment Scheme as a tour guide Theresa 

OɅShea has retired.  

 

CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT 

 

Arts  

 

Public Art  

 
 

Hide FM ɀ 94.3 - ϥrelandɅs first community radio 

licence agreed between Coimisiun na Mean and 

a local authority went live from 24 th  March ɀ 20th  

April. The radio artwork by Garrett Phelan brings 

focus to the birds observed at the Rogerstown 

Estuary and is part of the long -standing public art 

project ɀ The Hide Project which includes a 

functional sculpture, website and set of prints ɀ 

The Hide Suite. The Radio station was launched 

at the Lusk Cultural Centre and includes an 

exhibition of the full Hide Suite Prints, open daily 

to the public. The Radio Station broad casts 24 

hours a day.  

 

 
 

https://eur04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://account.createsend.ie/t/r-i-thjdlhjl-l-r/&data=05%7c02%7cStaffMessages%40fingal.ie%7ce04b924ed03e4921945608dd6ac10150%7c72dcfc23757145948154afe2c0bdea98%7c0%7c0%7c638784099480010073%7cUnknown%7cTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7c0%7c%7c%7c&sdata=c9PUV8ir4eVk9nj%2BAOFNs7Wnp3uSxjeTSiMjwY4Jn50%3D&reserved=0
https://eur04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://account.createsend.ie/t/r-i-thjdlhjl-l-r/&data=05%7c02%7cStaffMessages%40fingal.ie%7ce04b924ed03e4921945608dd6ac10150%7c72dcfc23757145948154afe2c0bdea98%7c0%7c0%7c638784099480010073%7cUnknown%7cTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7c0%7c%7c%7c&sdata=c9PUV8ir4eVk9nj%2BAOFNs7Wnp3uSxjeTSiMjwY4Jn50%3D&reserved=0


 
 

 

   

 

Creative Places Balbriggan  

 

 
 

Creative Places Balbriggan Coordinator Cormac 

McDonagh met with Balbriggan artists from the 

Scéal Collective at The Warehouse on Vauxhall 

Street to inform them of the 3 -year programme 

that will work with artists and community groups 

through socially engage d Arts Practices. There 

will also be artistsɅ support workshops to help 

develop the artist communities in the town as the 

needs are identified. Research and development 

for Creative Places Balbriggan continues and 

other meetings throughout March included 

Ardgillan Castle, Irish Institute of  Music & Song, 

DDLETB Adult Education Services, Tidy Towns, 

Local Arts Curators, and Castlelands & 

Flemington Community Centres.  

 

Youth & Education  

  

Space Crafts, STEAM initiative   

 

 
 

5th  class pupils of Scoil Mhuire National School 

participated in our Space Crafts initiative 

delivered in partnership with DIAS Dunsink.  
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They are the second school to engage this month 

in the science and art workshops designed and 

facilitated by artists Aileen Murphy, Julia 

McConville and Mary Jo Galligan.  

 

Music Generation Fingal at Crannóg Nua  

 

Music Generation Fingal has initiated a pilot 

music project at Crannóg Nua, a residential care 

facility in Portrane for at -risk youth. Led by 

musician Eoghan McGale, this project aims to 

inspire young people in care to engage with 

music making and music performance.  

 

Carnegie Library  

 

 
 

The Arts Office recently invited expressions of 

interest from community groups based in 

Swords and the wider Fingal area for the regular 

use of the first -floor space at Carnegie Library for 

arts and cultural activities. Interested groups 

were required to s ubmit details of their activities, 

preferred dates and duration of use, and proof of 

Employer Liability and Public Liability insurance. 

Successful groups will be required to sign an 

agreement and complete the necessary 

induction and training in order to us e the space.  

 

Swords Cultural Quarter  

 

As part of the research for Swords Cultural 

Quarter, representatives from the Arts Office, 

Architects Department and OɅDonnell & Tuomey 

recently attended a site visit to MetaɅs Dublin 

headquarters. The visit focused on exploring the 

design and functionality of the maker space, as 

well as the public art installations commissioned 

by Meta, providing valuable insights for the 

development of cultural and creative spaces.  

 

 



 
 

 

   

 

Arts Services  

 

Fingal ArtistsɅ Support Scheme Artists Awards 

& Residencies Programme  

 

 
 

An at a glance calendar was created to highlight 

a range of upcoming awards and residencies for 

2025 with the aim of giving artists advanced 

notice of upcoming opportunities. The calendar 

also showcases the various arts organisations 

that Fingal annually partners with and provides a 

time stamp for the opening and closing dates for 

each award.  

 

 
 

The eight awards announced were Irish Writers 

Centre National Mentoring Programme (now 

closed) Performing Arts ForumɅs Limerick 

Gathering Bursary (now closed), RHA school 

Studio Award, the Ardgillan Castle Studio Award, 

Tyrone Guthrie Centre and Age & Oppo rtunity 

residency award, the Graphic Studio Dublin Fine 

Art Print Residency Award, Draíocht Studio 

Award, and MART Gallery and Studios Graduate 

Award.  

 

The calendar is available to download on 

www.FingalArts.ie  
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Draíocht  

Draíocht is delighted that our landmark project 

ɄNESTɅ, was shortlisted for a LAMA award.   The 

Award ceremony took place in Cork on February 

22nd. Draíocht attended and together with The 

Mayor and CE, accepted our framed plaque.  

 

Our March/April programme is very full with the 

variety and range of events that we are known 

for, on offer to the public. Performances such as 

Sharon Shannon, Jason Byrne, Chris Kent, Grey 

Matter, Michael Harding all selling out.   The 

Blanchardstown Reso nance performance gives a 

platform to local emerging singers/songwriters 

and spoken word artists.  March 2025 saw the 

third Blanchardstown Resonance performance 

take place. Draíocht working in partnership with 

D15 singer/songwriter, Aisling Moore.   It is a 

celebration of the talent and diversity in Dublin 

15 with Draíocht, as their local venue, providing 

financial, marketing and technical support 

enabling these artists have a platform for their 

work at a crucial time in their careers.  

Our current exhibition is ɄFirst DraftɅ, by 

Blanchardstown native, Rich Gilligan.  Presented 

in partnership with the Fingal Arts Office, it is the 

13th  Edition of the Amharc Fhine Gall series which 

supports a Fingal artist.   Additional events to 

amplify the work of the artist have been 

programmed over April.  

The children/youth arts programme at Draíocht 

is continuing to both bring work outside the walls 

of Draíocht as well facilitating events in the 

building.   Tours, workshops and family days are 

just some of the events taking place, as the Dance 

Artist in Re sidence programme continues to 

engage with our local primary schools.  

Our full programme of performance, 

children/youth arts and visual art exhibitions as 

well as artists mentoring, and residency 

opportunities are available on www.draiocht.ie  



 
 

 

   

 

Seamus Ennis Arts Centre  

 

Music  

Seisiún Palaistíneach - featuring Irish ensemble 

FARÓ alongside Palestinian trio (Abdullah Al 

Bayyari (oud), Leen Maarouf (vocals), and Latif 

Midoume (tabla)) in a celebration of music and 

unity. 41 booked.The Muddy River - Accoustic 

concert featuring  music from Neil Young, Bob 

Dylan and Van Morrison hosted in our theatre. 

Attendance = 93 (Sold out)  

Multi -instrumentalist  & composer Dee Armstrong , 

with accompaniment. Attendance = 31  

 

 
 

Traditional Slow Session for March with Paudie 

OɅConnor had 30 tickets booked for in person 

attendance and 21 online  

St Patricks Day Music Session with 55 attendees 

(Sold out)  

Singing Session: Our regular singing sessions are 

a free event that welcomes participants either in 

person or via zoom to share songs in a relaxed 

and supportive singing circle. This monthɅs 

special guest was Eva Caroll. Attendance = 29 (in 

person and onli ne) 

David Munnelly, Mick Conneely & Caitriona Ní 

Cheannabháin. Traditional Irish performance 

featuring singer Caitriona Ní Cheannabháin. 

Attendance = 30  

 

Comedy  

Gearoid Farrelly ɀ sold out event with 94 

attendees.  

 

Cinema  

King Frankie. 2025 Nominee for Best Film at the 

ϥFTAɅs. Attendance = 35. Memories of a Burning 

Body - Attendance = 8  
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Visual Arts  

Ongoing Art Classes with Noel Manning  

Crafternoon Tea featuring Wood Jewellery 

Making Workshop. Attendance = 10 (Sold Out)  

Tiffani Love Art Exhibition, ɄFootpaths.Ʌ  Exhibition 

will run from February 23 to April 6, 2025  

 

Workshops and Other Events  

The Ultimate Bubble Show - Kids interactive 

theatre performance featuring Guinness world 

record holder Ray Bubbles who performed his 

bubble show for children in our theatre with 2 sell 

out shows. Attendance = 182  

The Pop Up Gaeltacht is a free event we run every 

month. Bookings = 22 (free event)  

March Céilí Beag with 9 parents and toddlers in 

attendance.  

ϥnternational WomenɅs Day Dance & Movement 

Workshop ɀ sold out. Attendance = 16  

 

Libraries  

 

Schools Programme   

To celebrate Technology Week (Thursday, 17th ɀ 

Wednesday, 23rd April) classes from local 

primary schools are invited to the library for 

STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Maths) 

workshops with Anyone4Science.  

 

As part of Blanchardstown LibraryɅs Family 

Literacy Project, parents and children selected by 

Scoil Mhuire in Blakestown worked with literacy 

experts Stephen Brett and Colm OɅDonovan 

throughout the month of March. The mobile 

library service and childrenɅs author and 

illustrator Alan Nolan also visited the school. 

Stephen Brett gave a series of talks in 

Blanchardstown Library for all parents of primary 

school children on effective strategies to support 

their childɅs reading development. The Literacy 

Project will run again later this year.  

 

Secondary school students preparing for Leaving 

Certificate Irish oral examinations were invited to 

Blanchardstown, Balbriggan and Swords 

Libraries to practice their conversational Irish 

with comedian Áine Gallagher.  

 



 
 

 

   

 

 
 

Spring Into Storytime  

Spring into Storytime is part of the national Right 

to Read programme, which aims to promote 

literacy and reading for fun. Story sessions for 

children will take place in all Fingal libraries 

during the month of April.  

 

Skills for Life  

MABS, the Money Advice and Budgeting Service, 

will offer budgeting and money management 

sessions in a number of library branches in April.  

Marie Keegan will give a talk on  Age ActionɅs Care 

& Repair programme, which assists older people 

to remain in their homes, in Blanchardstown 

library in April.  

As part of the Healthy Ireland at your Library 

program, Dr. Caoimhe Hartley will facilitate an 

informative session on menopause health in 

Balbriggan Library on 29th March.  

 

Upcoming Local History Events for Adults  

Upcoming library events for adults in April 

include Frank WhearityɅs talk on the rise and fall 

of Kenure house and estate and the families who 

lived there in Rush Library. Dr. Bernard Kelly will 

give a presentation in Skerries Library for people 

who are co nsidering or have researched some 

topic of local history.  

 

Creative Fingal  

Weaving the Threads of Heritage, a contemporary 

art exhibition celebrating FingalɅs rich textile 

history and manufacturing legacy, opens at 

Ardgillan Gallery on Saturday, April 12th, at 2 pm. 

Funded through the Creative Fingal Creative 

Communities Open Call 2024, this project brings 

together artists, historians, and the local 

community in a vibrant exploration of FingalɅs 

textile heritage. Featuring original works by a 

group of artists, the exhibition draws inspiration 

from the regionɅs pastɁparticularly a unique 

collection of artefacts from the former Smyth & 

Co hosiery factory in Balbriggan.  
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Through this exhibition, and a series of 

accompanying workshops, two centuries of 

community and craftsmanship are reimagined 

and woven into a contemporary artistic dialogue.  

 

Inclusive Creativity  

Inclusive Creativity ɀ a collaboration between 

Fingal Libraries and Creative Fingal will 

commence in April. Adults who are supported by 

Prosper Fingal are invited to participate in a 

series of sustainable arts & crafts workshops in 

library branches across the county. Workshops 

include upcycled art, eco -friendly 3D art, textile 

arts, nature crafts and green gardening arts. Each 

session is designed to promote eco -

consciousness while allowing participants to 

enjoy the creative process. This collaborative 

progr amme will also offer workshops to older 

age groups in Fingal Libraries and other 

community settings over the coming months.   

 

World Book Day  

To celebrate World Book Day (6th March) five 

childrenɅs authors visited libraries and schools 

across Fingal between 3rd - 7th March. This was 

the third year of the Fingal Libraries World Book 

Tour, which gives primary school children an 

opportunity to meet  favourite authors. The 

children were gifted a copy the authorɅs book. 

Fingal Mobile Library visited the new Tuath 

housing development in Lusk on World Book 

Day. 

 

The residents of Kilhedge Gardens were 

delighted to make use of the Mobile Library and 

Fingal Libraries also donated some new books for 

the residents own ɄLittle LibraryɅ.  

 

Seachtain na Gaeilge  

Events took place across Fingal library branches 

to celebrate Seachtain na Gaeilge. These included 

a Ʉpop-up GaeltachtɅ event in Blanchardstown 

Library with comedian Áine Gallagher, a 

performance of Irish music and songs by singer 

Antaine Ó Faracháin and p iper Nollaig Mac 

Cárthaigh in Malahide Library, comic book 

drawing workshops for children as Gaeilge, and 

Irish language story time.  



 
 

 

   

 

 
 

 
 

One Dublin One Book  

This year, marks 20th anniversary of the One 

Dublin, One Book initiative. Dublin: Written in our 

Hearts, a new anthology of fiction, poetry, essays 

and memoir pieces collated in celebration of the 

city, is the book choice for 2025. Balbriggan 

Library is delighted to host two of the anthologyɅs 

contributors for an event on 15th April. Authors 

Kevin Curran and Niamh Campbell, both from 

North County Dublin, will be in conversation with 

Katy Conneely, presenter of Dublin City FMɅs All 

about Books, to discuss th e influences of 

suburban living on their writing.  

 

Economic Development  

Fingal Skills Strategy  

      
 

In support of Logistics & Supply Chain Skills Week 

(31st March ɀ 5th April) and as an initiative of 

Future Fingal: Fingal Skills Strategy, Fingal County 

Council hosted a Transport & Logistics Skills and 

Training information event in County Hall Atrium 

on 1 st of April.   
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The event was organised in collaboration with the 

Transport & Logistics Sectoral sub -group to raise 

awareness of the career opportunities within the 

industry, to attract new talent and skills to the 

industry and to support the industry with skills 

and care er development signposting.   The event 

was very well received and supported by key 

industry and education/training stakeholders.  

 

 
 

Exhibitors on the day included Dublin Regional 

Skills Forum, City of Dublin ETB, Dublin Dun 

Laoghaire ETB, TU Dublin, Fingal Chamber 

Skillnet, Freight Transport Association Ireland 

and the Local Enterprise Office.  

 

 

The Deputy Mayor, Councillor John Kingsley 

Onwumereh opened the event acknowledging 

the contribution of all stakeholders in the 

Transport & Logistics Sectoral Sub -Group and the 

importance of the Transport & Logistics sector to 

the Fingal economy.  

  

 



 
 

 

   

 

Guest speaker, David Macken from Hawthorn 

Logistics (ɈYoung Freight Forwarder of the Year 

2025ɉ) outlined his career progression within the 

industry and shared his experiences as a student 

of the Apprenticeship programme whilst working 

for Hawthorn Logisti cs. DavidɅs story was very 

insightful and sure to inspire the next generation 

of your Freight ForwarderɅs.  

 

A panel discussion followed where industry and 

academic experts from the Skills Strategy 

Implementation Group and T&L Skills Subgroup 

shared insights, challenges and opportunities for 

the industry. Panellists included, Frank Kilbride 

(Aramex), Co-Chair SSIG,  Terry Allen (Hawthorn 

Logistics), T&L Skills Sub Group Chair,  Natasha 

Kinsella (Dublin Regional Skills Forum and 

Seamus Kavanagh (Irish International Freight 

Association).  

Xplore Your Future Fingal TY Skills Expo 2025  

Plans are underway for the 2025 Xplore Your 

Future Skills Expo which is open to all TY students 

in Fingal secondary schools and is scheduled to 

take place in the Helix, DCU on the 14 th  of 

October 2025 building on the success of the last 

two TY Skills Expo Events. 
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Xplore The Sector ɀ Student Skills 

Competition  

The "Xplore the Sector" Skills Competition, part of 

the "Xplore Your Future" TY Students Skills Expo, 

invites secondary school teams in Fingal to 

research and market career opportunities in the 

Construction and Transport & Logistics sectors. 

Teams must identify at least five jobs in their 

chosen sector, document their research 

methodology, and create a mar keting piece to 

promote these jobs to their peers. The 

competition aims to raise awareness of career 

opportunities and build a future talent pipeline 

for these vital industries.  

 

 
 

 

Skyla Project  

 

 
 

The SKYLA team are preparing for their fifth 

project transnational city visit held in Vilnius, 

Lithuania from 08 th- 09th  April. The event will 

focus on comparing and improving policy change 

alert mechanisms, visiting on the field 

experiences in Vilnius and focusing on solutions 

for the twin transition and planning partnerships 

needs and next steps.  

 

 
 



 
 

 

   

 

The Agenda will includes: Interactive Peer Review 

Workshops,  Study Visits to TECHIN the Vilnius 

Centre for Technology and Engineering Training 

and the Manufacturing Innovation Valley to 

examine and learn from their good practices and 

explore potential fut ure working synergies.  

 

 
 

The SKYLA mid-term review took place in 

February to review partner project progress with 

the Lead Partner announcing a funding call to 

Skills pilot action which issued in Q1 2025. The 

Council is preparing an application proposal for a 

pilot action which wo uld enable the delivery of a 

key action under Theme 2: Increasing Awareness 

of Future Fingal: Fingal Skills Strategy due for 

submission by the 15th of April.  

 

URBACTɀEcoCore  

 

   
 

Following on from the success of Project EcoCore 

LAMA Award, Fingal County Council continues to 

lead the URBACT EcoCore Project which 

comprises a network of 9 small cities/towns in 

Europe focussing on challenges and 

opportunities for green growth and susta inable 

economic development along transport 

corridors.  

 

The Council, as Lead Partner, has developed a 

plan to capture and share project insights and 

learnings through a series of Podcasts ɀ ɈGreen 

Transition in Small Citiesɉ which will be available 

to city officials, urban planners, policymakers, 

sustainability  professionals, local businesses and 

the general public towards year end.    
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The CouncilɅs Project team are preparing for the 

next Transnational City Visit to Alba lulia, 

Romania (19 th  ɀ 22nd May), where the draft 

ϥntegrated Action Plans (ϥAPɅs) of each city will 

undergo peer review for improvement.   

An URBACT networking event, organised by the 

EMRA National URBACT Contact Point, Dr Karl 

Murphy, was held in Sligo on the 5 th  of March.  

The EcoCore project team met with nine Irish 

URBACT Project partners and delivered an 

update on the EcoCore Project with all partners 

sharing insights and learnings on their URBACT 

projects.  

 

 
 

 



 
 

 

   

 

SligoɅs Business ϥmprovement District (BϥD) 

provided insights to their collaborative working 

approach with Sligo County Council and 

showcased the public realm open space at 

Queen Maeve Square which now operates as a 

multi -functional public space, providing  a 

community friendly area with transferability of 

usage from day to evening. The proposed 

installation of an awning cover will provide a 

future proofed European style outdoor space for 

all to enjoy.  

 

 
 

Stephenstown and Folkstown Little 

Framework Plans  

 

 
 

The Draft Stephenstown (FP 4.A) & Folkstown 

Little (FP 4.B) Framework Plan was on public 

display from 17 th  October to 15 th  November 

2024.  

 

Following public consultation, the public 

submissions received on the Framework Plan are 

under review for the preparation of the Chief 

ExecutiveɅs report for the consideration of the 

Elected Members.  

 

Future Fingal: Economic Development 

Strategy  

The Economic Development team is progressing 

the implementation of actions, including the 

development of a Marketing Plan under the 

Future Fingal: Fingal Economic Development 

Strategy.  
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Sustainable Fingal   

        
 

Planning is underway with Fingal Chamber on a 

series of Business Sustainability Briefings with a 

particular focus on food waste to coincide with 

national Climate Action Week in May 2025 (12th  ɀ 

16th  May) 

Five one-hour information events are planned 

throughout the Fingal administrative area with 

invitations to issue to local food -based 

businesses.  This is a great opportunity for 

business in the food sector to learn sustainable 

business practices from Amy I rwin, Conscious 

Kitchens and to hear from other Fingal food 

businesses who made substantial cost, energy 

and resource saving following the 

implementation of sustainable business 

measures.  

 

 

Future Fingal: Fingal Sustainability Strategy  

A tender has issued to appoint consultants to 

assist with the development of the Future Fingal: 

Fingal Sustainable Strategy.  The Strategy will 

have an external focus on providing support to 

existing businesses in Fingal to encourage the 

incorporation of s ustainability measures into 

operating business models and collaboration as 

the County transitions from a linear to a more 

circular economy model across all business 

sectors and operating in partnership with local 

communities.  

 

 



 
 

 

   

 

The EETCD Department continue to liaise with 

representatives from DCU and DAA to explore a 

work programme for 2025 to progress potential 

collaborative sustainable projects. An application 

to a competitive funding call to Peaceplus to fund 

a project on dist rict heating was unsuccessful 

stakeholders will examine other funding 

opportunities to advance the project and to 

explore funding opportunities for projects in the 

area of biodiversity and the circular economy.  

 

Circular Cities  

As Fingal County Council is a signatory of Circular 

Cities Declaration, we continue to engage with 

the Circular Cities & Regions Initiative. The 

Council has applied to participate in the CCRI 

Communities of practice working groups in the 

area of providing support to local circular 

businesses.    

 

Dublin Belfast Economic Corridor (DBEC)  

 

 
 

 
 

The Dublin Belfast Economic Corridor Summit 

2025 was held on 27th February 2025, this highly 

successful event highlighted DBECɅs ambition to 

shape and influence policy to enable a higher 

performing cross border economy. Attendees 

heard from the policy makers, leaders, including 

the Mayor of Fingal as co -chair of DBECɅs Political 

Advisory Group, and key private sector partners 

from along the corridor.  
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The event had more than 500 attendees and 

brought DBEC to the market, creating a greater 

understanding of the importance of the corridor 

in respect of cross border trade, connectivity, net 

zero ambitions and leveraging the corridor to 

maximise its global reach.  

 

LOCAL AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT 

 

 
 

Fingal Local Community Development 

Committee  

The Fingal LCDC continues to oversee and 

administer the key areas of LEADER and SICAP 

and the various Local Development and 

Community Development funding programmes 

under its remit. The LCDC also manages the 

Healthy Ireland Initiative and the implementatio n 

of the community element and review of 

economic elements of  the  Fingal Local Economic 

& Community Plan.  

 

The March LCDC meeting focused on LECP 

Theme 4 ɀ Healthy, Inclusive, Connected 

Communities and discussed approaches to 

advance delivery on objectives under this theme. 

The next meeting of the LCDC will take place on 

7th  May 2025.  

 

SICAP 

The annual SICAP budget for 2024 was 

ɚ2,036,355.06 which included a separate funding 

provision for new arrivals.   

 

 
 



 
 

 

   

 

The 2025 budget allocations are outlined below 

in respect of the delivery of the Social Inclusion 

Community Activation Programme (SICAP):  

 

¶ SICAP Budget 2025 - ɚ1,568,717.00 

¶ New Arrivals Budget 2025 - ɚ375,372.00  

 

Empower, the SICAP Programme Implementer, 

delivered the 2024 End -of-Year Review, 

confirming that both KPI 1 and KPI 2 targets were 

successfully achieved. They also presented the 

strategic objectives for SICAP in 2025 and 

outlined the KPI targets for the ye ar ahead.  

 

The formal approval of the 2025 Annual Plan and 

the 2024 Annual Performance Review took place 

at the LCDC meeting on March 4th.  

 

 
 

LEADER Programme  

Fingal LCDC and Fingal LEADER Partnership are 

responsible for the LEADER Programme 2023 ɀ 

2027 in the Dublin rural area. The Dublin Rural 

LEADER (LAG) includes rural areas in the 

administrative areas of Fingal, Dun Laoghaire 

Rathdown and South Dublin.  

 

The Dublin Rural LAG met on 12 th  December 2024 

and approved 3 Projects for funding. The next 

Dublin Rural LAG meeting is scheduled for the 

29th April 2025.   

 

LEADER continues to seek applications from 

Individuals, Farm Families, Rural Businesses, 

Community & Voluntary Groups and Social 

Enterprises. Help is available to guide applicants 

through the process.  

 

More details: www.dublinruralleader.ie   or 

contact rdinfo@fingalleaderpartnership.ie  
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Local Enhancement Programme 2025  

The Local Enhancement Programme 2025 

launched on 3 rd  December 2024.  

 

Community and Voluntary Groups in Fingal 

applied for funding under the Local 

Enhancement Programme (LEP) 2025. The 

Programme is designed to provide both capital 

and current funding support to a wide and 

diverse range of local groups. Funding is available 

to support small capital works/improvements, 

the purchase of equipment for community use; 

tables and chairs, tools and signage, laptops and 

printers, lawnmowers, canopies and training 

equipment etc., as well as capital costs; electricity 

costs, refuse charg es, heating charges, 

rental/lease costs, insurance bills.  

 

 
 

Fingal County Council had been allocated a total 

of ɚ268,827 in funding for Groups across the 

county ɚ230,423 in Capital Funding and ɚ38,404 

in Current Funding.  

 

The Evaluation Committee Meeting for the 

Current Funding Scheme was held on 27th 

January 2025, followed by the Evaluation 

Committee Meeting for the Capital Funding 

Scheme on 28th January 2025.  

 

All proposed funding has now been submitted to 

the Department of Rural & Community 

Development (DRCD) for final approval and 

notifications will be issued to all applicants when 

allocations are approved by DRCD.  

 

 

http://www.dublinruralleader.ie/
mailto:rdinfo@fingalleaderpartnership.ie


 
 

 

   

 

Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme 

(ORIS) 

The Council has prepared the County Outdoor 

Recreation Plan (CORP) under the guidance of the 

County Outdoor Recreation Committee which 

will be brought to the April Council Meeting.  

 

 
 

Applications under the 2024/2025 Outdoor 

Recreation Infrastructure Scheme (ORIS) funded 

by the Department of Rural & Community 

Development were submitted in March - 2 

applications were submitted under the Project 

Development Measure for feasibility studies  for 

water based sports facilities on the Royal Canal 

and a greenway linking Balrothery to Ardgillan 

Castle, 4 applications were submitted under 

Measure 1 for swim shelters in Rush, Skerries &  

Donabate and for a play trail in Rush, 1 

application for the F ingal Camino was submitted 

under Measure 2 and 1 application for works 

around Balbriggan Boathouse and Bathhouse 

was submitted under Measure 3.  
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Woodlands for Health  

The Woodlands for Health Programme promotes 

mental well -being through guided walks in 

natural settings. Planning is underway for the 

programme in Newbridge Demesne, Donabate, 

which supports mental health service users with 

light exercise in a tranquil woodland setting. We 

are also looking at a new addition in Millennium 

Park, Dublin 15, which expands access to this 

impactful initiative. Delivered in partnership with 

Healthy Fingal, HSE Mental Health Services and 

Fingal County CouncilɅs Sports Office, it fosters 

recovery, connection, and wellness through 

nature -based activity.  

 

 
 

Smoke Free Homes Challenge  

The Smoke Free Homes Challenge has expanded 

to include both Ladyswell National School and 

Corduff Senior National School. Delivered by 

Healthy Fingal, the HSE, and Empower, the 

programme encourages families to make their 

homes and cars smoke -free. Quit Smo king 

Advisors will visit classrooms to educate students 

on the dangers of smoking and vaping, while 

parents receive support materials and 

information on signing up for the June challenge. 

A fun colouring/drawing competition also 

reinforces the smoke -free m essage for students.  

  

 
 

 

 



 
 

 

   

 

Community Recognition Fund 2023  

The Community Recognition Fund (CRF) 2023, 

funded by the Department of Rural and 

Community Development, approved the 

CouncilɅs project proposals in March 2023.  Fingal 

County Council has received an allocation of 

ɚ1,813,912 for 26 projects across Fingal with ɚ1.4 

million claimed to date.   Projects were required 

to be completed by 18 th  October 2024; however, 

a number of projects have been granted 

extensions by the DRCD. Several projects have 

been completed with some in the process of 

closing and the Council continues to submit 

drawdown claims as the projects reach  

completion.   

 

Community Recognition Fund (CRF) 2024  

The Council received an allocation of ɚ1,538,573 

in respect of the Community Recognition Fund 

(CRF) 2024. The funding will support capital 

projects which will be delivered over the time 

period 2025/2026. The fund is targeted to invest 

in those communities,  villages and towns where 

the highest level of new arrivals is located and 

where a clear need for investment is identified.  

The funding is allocated across 3 application 

windows as outlined below:  

 

Application Window 1:   

8 community projects in Fingal received funding of 

c. ɚ630,000 in August 2024: 

¶ Castleknock Community Centre Association 

CLG for demolition and rebuilding of the old credit 

union building  

¶ Accessible Transport Project CLG - Locallink 

Louth Meath Fingal for the purchase of a 

community bus  

¶ O'Dwyers GAA Club for the provision of 

wheelchair access and development of facilities (  

¶ Hartstown Community Centre for the 

installation of new windows  

¶ Foroige - Coastal North Dublin for purchase 

of a mini -bus  

¶ Trinity Gaels GAA Club for pitch 

enhancement including drainage and surfacing  

¶ Phoenix Football Club for development of 

equipment storage facilities  

¶ Skerries Harps GAA and Camogie Club for 

LED floodlighting installation  

Page 19 

Application Window 2:  

On February 24th, Minister for Rural and 

Community Development and the Gaeltacht, 

Dara Calleary TD, announced over ɚ14 million in 

funding for 185 community projects nationwide 

under the Community Recognition Fund 2024.  

In Window 2 7 projects in Fingal received funding 

of c. ɚ596,000 in February 2025: 

 

¶ Donabate Portrane Community Centre  

 -  Safety and Accessibility Works  

¶ St Margaret's GAA Club Astroturf 

Installation  

¶ Baldoyle Forum - Fire Safety Upgrades  

¶ Corduff Resource Centre Fire Safety 

Upgrades  

¶ Blanchardstown Centre for Independent 

Living Electric Wheelchair Accessible Van  

¶ Phibblestown Community Centre 

Astroturf Resurfacing (ɚ50,000) 

¶ O'Dwyers GAA Club, Balbriggan - Supply 

and Installation of Perimeter Fencing  

 

  

Application Window 3:   

The third and final public call for applications 

under this funding stream was announced in 

November with a submission deadline in 

December 2024.  

 

Project proposals have been evaluated and 

submitted to the Department of Rural and 

Community Development (DRCD), and we are 

now awaiting approval.  

 

 



 
 

 

   

 

ENTERPRISE CENTRES 

 
 

Following an agreement by the Boards of 

Directors of BASE, Beat and Drinan Enterprise 

Centres to consolidate the management of all 

three centres, the Council has now formed a new 

legal entity Ɉϥnnovate Fingalɉ to drive innovation 

and focus on the strategic  development of the 3 

Enterprise Centres.   

 

An online briefing session was held for elected 

members on the 31 st of March.  

 

All three Enterprise Centres have space available 

to start -up businesses and 

businesses/individuals who wish to avail of 

remote working options and facilities. Bespoke 

options or generic office fitouts can be 

considered. Occupancy rates at the CouncilɅs 

th ree enterprise centres are all over 90%. The 

three Enterprise Centres currently support 65 

businesses and over 320 direct jobs.  

 

TOWN REGENERATION OFFICE 

 

Our Balbriggan 2019 ɀ 2030 Rejuvenation Plan 

ɀ A Socio-Economic Strategy  
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The Our Balbriggan Programme Office continues 

to support the local Leadership Group, in the 

stewardship and oversight of the 

implementation of the Balbriggan Socio -

Economic plan 2024 ɀ 2030.  Four multi -

stakeholder groups meet periodically, to 

progress opp ortunities around Economic 

Development, Education, Skills & Employment, 

Community Development and Sustainability, 

Climate Action and Bio -diversity Pillar.  The Public 

Realm Pillar is chaired by the County Architect 

and reports directly to the Chief Executi ve.   

 

After a mid -point governance review in 2024 the 

Rejuvenation programme horizon was extended 

to 2030, to bring it in line with the Urban 

Regeneration Development Fund (URDF), 

supported by the Department of Housing, 

Heritage and Local Government.  

 

The Balbriggan Leadership Group, independently 

chaired by Dr. David Begg, met on March 19 th.    

The meeting formally adopted a set of new Pillar 

Action Workplans for the period 2025 ɀ 2030 and 

will now move into implementation phase.    

 

The Council have appointed contractor John 

Craddock Ltd and work is progressing on 

schedule, on the redevelopment of the Quay 

Street, Harbour & Environs area which is due to 

be substantially completed by December 2025.   

Work continues to progress well across key 

elements of the Quay Street & Harbour site.  

 

 
 

 



 
 

 

   

 

Phase 1 Works have been completed to include 

the completion of improvements at the Town Car 

Park and works to the River Walls and Riverbed.  

The Town Car Park has now re -opened, with 

Electrical Vehicle Chargers due to be installed Q2 

2025.  Phase 2 has commenced with the heritage 

restoration of the RNLI Boathouse building for 

commercial use, the new public toilets are now 

constructed to roof level, with the new harbour 

building and kiosks being progressed.  Phase 3 

will incorporate the construction of 2 ped estrian 

bridges, with substantial completion of the Toilet 

Block & Kiosk and Harbour Buildings.   

 

The planting of trees on the south -side of the new 

redeveloped plaza area has commenced, this 

follows the planting of 20 additional trees around 

the Quay Street Car Park area and along the 

adjoining River Bracken.  

    

The Our Balbriggan Programme Office continues 

to provide regular updates on the project 

through social media Channels and includes 

detailed information on frequently asked 

questions. Up to date information on the project 

is available on Balbriggan.ie  
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Tender pack documents for 2 ɀ 4 Dublin Street 

are currently under review. 2 - 4 Dublin Street is 

to be transformed into a new Creative Hub with 

8 workspaces at 2 Dublin Street and an ancillary 

connected space at 4 Dublin Street which will 

support STEAM education, training and 

enterprise activities supported by Fingal Arts 

Office & SMART Balbriggan. Planning  permission 

was granted at Council in October 2023.  

 

 
 

An Integrated Design Team has been appointed 

for the DeBruns site and are progressing work on 

design options based on best possible uses and 

site constraints.  Stakeholder engagement 

sessions with local community, civic and business 

groups, and neighbourin g properties have been 

completed.  Insights gained have been 

incorporated into the pre -design report which 

has been submitted to FCC for review.  

 

The Programme Office is currently reviewing a 

Feasibility Study for a Swim Platform, prepared 

by Langan Consulting (Marine) Engineers, 

including options and costings.  

 



 
 

 

   

 

An Internal Project Team has been established 

from the Town Regeneration Office, Our 

Balbriggan Programme Office and FCC Architects  

to progress the Boathouse and Bathhouse 

project. Enabling works have now been 

completed. Engineers have been appointed to 

the project, which is set to be substantially 

completed by end Q1 2026.   An application was 

submitted to the Outdoor Recreation Schem e in 

March to support costs associated with the 

scheme and its environs.  

 

 
 

The Our Balbriggan Office continues to generate 

regular and unique content across all social 

media channels, Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, 

LinkedIn with over 13,000+ followers across its 5 

social media channels.  

 

 

 

 
Town Centre First ɀ Lusk  

Following the completion of the Lusk for Life Plan, 

two applications for Project Development 

Measure funding were submitted to the 

Department of Rural and Community 

Development for their consideration and both 

projects have now been approved for funding.  
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Both projects were identified in the Lusk Town 

Centre First Plan and include measures to 

develop appropriate facilities in LuskɅs Central 

Parks and the feasibility  of a farmers' market.  

 

A consultant has been appointed to produce a 

feasibility study for the farmers market project, 

and preparatory work is ongoing regarding the 

Lusk Central Parks project.  

 

 
 

A meeting of the Lusk town team was held on 

February 13th during which both projects were 

discussed, it was also agreed to amend the 

composition of the town team.  

 

Town Centre First ɀ Balrothery  

A visit to Blessington, Co. Wicklow was held on 

February 6th with members of the Town 

Regeneration Office and the Balrothery town 

team as part of the capacity building measures. 

The visit was a huge success, with many key 

insights gained regarding successf ul projects 

undertaken by the Wicklow Town Team, and how 

elements of these projects could be replicated in 

Balrothery.  

 

An output report has been completed and this 

will be discussed with the Town Centre First 

group at a meeting soon.  

 

 
 



 
 

 

   

 

Town Centre First ɀ Ballyboughal  

A visit by the Town Centre First group in 

Ballyboughal to the town of Boyle, Co. 

Roscommon is now scheduled to take place in 

April which will allow the group to share insights.  

 

An output report from the capacity building 

process which was undertaken by the Town 

Regeneration Office over the past number of 

months has also been finalised and will be 

presented to the Ballyboughal group at a 

separately scheduled meeting in the coming 

weeks. 

 

 
 

Town Centre First ɀ Donabate  

The final capacity building meeting took place in 

Donabate on the 27 th  of March where a Draft 

Action Plan for the town was presented which 

had been identified by the Town Centre First 

group over the past number of months.  

 

 
 

Town Centre First ɀ Rush  

Following a successful first Town Centre First 

meeting in Rush on the 21 st of February, an open 

invitation was issued to all interested residents, 

members of community groups and members of 

the business community to attend the next 

meeting. A consultant was also appointed to 

oversee capacity building sessions with the 

group.  
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A second meeting subsequently took place on 

the 24 th  of March which included a presentation 

on the concept of placemaking, and a 

presentation on how the process will proceed. 

Further meetings are planned for the coming 

months.  

 

 
 

Town & Village Renewal Schemes  

The Town Regeneration Office is currently 

facilitating two approved projects under this 

scheme from 2023. A Phase 4 development of 

Floraville Park in Skerries (ɚ55,800) and upgrades 

to the Rush Community Centre (ɚ64,350) have 

been approved by the Department of Rural and 

Community Develop ment. Both projects are on 

schedule to be completed by October 2025.  

A fresh call for projects has been announced by 

the Department of Rural and Community 

Development for 2025. The Town Regeneration 

Office will be seeking Expressions of Interest for 

suitable projects to be submitted to the 

Department for the scheme in the c oming weeks.  

 

 
 

Streetscape Enhancement Scheme 2024  

A second Streetscape Enhancement Scheme for 

2024 was launched in November and a number 

of expressions of interest were received by the 

closing date for applications of 29 November. 

Under the new scheme, up to 75% of the cost of 

improvements, up to a maximu m grant amount 

of ɚ1,500 per eligible property, is available, 

subject to terms and conditions.  



 
 

 

   

 

Nine applications have been approved for 

funding totalling ɚ12,635.28 for a variety of works 

including painting, green enhancement, and 

signage enhancement. Letters of Offer have been 

issued to these successful applicants and 

improvement works will be carr ied out over the 

coming months.  

 

 
 

Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme 

Project  

One project has been approved under the 

Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme for 

2024, ɈSea Swimming at Skerries Springersɉ. 

 

A progress report has been received from the 

appointed consultant, which confirms that the 

study is due to be completed on schedule.  

 

A meeting with the local Swimmers group took 

place on Friday 21st March in conjunction with 

the Operations department where an update 

was given regarding the status of the feasibility 

report.  

 

Derelict Sites  

36 statutory notices have issued to owners of 

Derelict properties to the end of February 2025. 

This compares to a total of 33 at this point in time 

in 2024.  
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The Derelict Sites team continues to focus on 

engagement with the owners of these derelict 

sites and will continue identifying further derelict 

sites across the county.  

 

As a result of ongoing activity in 2024 and 2025, 

49 properties were brought out of dereliction by 

availing of grants available through the local 

authority, compliance with Section 11 statutory 

notices (completing measures to take properties 

out of derelic tion), while 19 were added to the 

derelict sites register.  

 

The Town Regeneration Office actively 

encourages the reporting of potential derelict 

sites. Referrals can be made by accessing the 

Report Form on Fingal County CouncilɅs public 

website and emailing the completed form to 

derelictsites@fingal.ie  

 
LEO Fingal provides a broad suite of support 

services to stimulate enterprise and enable small 

businesses to succeed. Some of the LEO 

highlights for March 2025 are as follows:   
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Local Enterprise Week 2025  

 

 
 

Local Enterprise Week 2025, held from 3rd to 7th 

March, was a tremendous success, with strong 

participation from FingalɅs business community. 

Over the course of the week, individuals had the 

opportunity to register for one or more of the 13 

business events , which we actively promoted. 

The interest was substantial, with something for 

everyone - from those just starting out to those 

expanding their businesses, women in business, 

and food producers. Experienced trainers and 

professionals from relevant fields p rovided 

valuable insights, and networking opportunities 

were excellent. Feedback from participants was 

extremely positive, with many highlighting the 

value and relevance of the diverse range of 

workshops covering digital tools, productivity, 

food business,  sustainability, and more.  

 

Fingal Enterprise Awards 2025  

 

The Fingal Enterprise Awards competition is 

organised annually by the Local Enterprise Office 

to acknowledge the achievements of small 

businesses. This is part of a national competition 

in which one overall winner from each of the 31 

Local Enterprise Offic e areas will compete for the 

National awards.  
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This year, six businesses were short -listed from 

the applications received, all of which were 

assessed by the Fingal LEO independent panel of 

judges. Following their visit to the Fingal dragonɅs 

den, the six applicants took centre -stage at the 

Fingal Enterprise Awards final on 4 th  March. The 

Fingal prize fund this year was ɚ10,000. The 

overall winner Cozmotec CG Consulting Ltd  

scooped the top prize of ɚ5,000 investment in 

their business. Cuty Gupta of Cozmotec will now 

progress to represent Fingal at the National 

Enterprise Awards final in the Mansion House in 

May 2025. The six finalists were:  

¶ The Good Trading & Sourcing Co Ltd, T/A Jack 

Murphy Clothing - Sarah Murphy (Skerries)  

¶ Cozmotec CG Consulting Ltd -  Cuty Gupta 

(Swords)  

¶ Gigi Supplements Ltd - Jennie Haire (Santry)  

¶ Mizz Rio Bridal - Mags Morgan (Ballyboughal)  

¶ Vistona Ltd - Dave Byrne (Rush)  

¶ Anyscor Ltd -  Colin Deering (Skerries)  

 

Fingal Business Supports Briefing  

 

 
 

The Fingal Business Supports Briefing, held 

during Local Enterprise Week in March, was a 

great success with 142 attendees.  

The LEO team provided valuable guidance on 

training, events, mentorship, and grants, 

outlining next steps for further support.  

The event included a lively Q&A session, with 

many business owners and managers staying for 

one-on-one consultations with LEO team. 

Following the briefing, numerous participants 

booked individual sessions for the Business 

Advice Clinic. Due to high demand,  registrations 

for Business Advice Clinics, Start Your Own 

Business Courses, and Grant Application 

Workshops have surged.  

 



 
 

 

   

 

Interest in the next briefing is strong, promoted 

through social media, Fingal Enterprise News, 

and the weekly e -newsletter. Feedback from 

attendees has been overwhelmingly positive, 

with many signing up after visiting our website or 

being encouraged by LE O staff. 

Recommendations from friends also contributed 

to the high turnout, along with the promotional 

leaflet for Local Enterprise Week.  

 

Student Enterprise Programme  

 

 
 

Wild Cards from Mount Sackville Secondary 

School will represent the county at this year's 

Student Enterprise Programme National Final on 

Thursday, 8th May at the Mullingar Park Hotel.  

 

Following an exciting Fingal County Final on 13th 

March at the Crowne Plaza Hotel, 

Blanchardstown, these students stood out 

among over 1,300 participants from 21 schools, 

showcasing exceptional creativity and 

entrepreneurial spirit. A total of 15 schools 

competed in the county final, with the best young 

entrepreneurs now advancing to the prestigious 

national stage.  

 

The Student Enterprise Programme, delivered by 

the 31 Local Enterprise Offices nationwide, is 

ϥrelandɅs largest student entrepreneurship 

initiative, empowering over 26,000 students each 

year to create, develop, and market their own 

businesses.  

 

In the Junior Category, the students representing 

Fingal at the National Final are Rachel Dore and 

Isla Tanner, and Loreto Secondary School, 

Balbriggan, with their project, RachelɅs and ϥslaɅs 

Self Care, an enterprise focussing on self -care 

baskets  
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In the Intermediate Category, Maida -Fatima Riaz, 

Angelin Bijoye and Abi Solai from Hansfield 

Educate Together Secondary School, Dublin 15, 

will showcase their enterprise, Ecochew, which 

focuses on an innovative solution for chewing 

gum disposal, ensuring a cleaner environment.  

 

ϥn the Senior Category, Emily OɅDonnell, Aaliyah 

Heeze and Sarah Forbes from Mount Sackville 

Secondary School, Castleknock, secured their 

place with Wild Cards, an innovative business 

centred on handmade, ecofriendly cards.  

 

The Fingal County Final was hosted by TV 

personality Síomha Ní Ruairc, with entertainment 

by renowned DJ Marty Guilfoyle, adding to the 

lively atmosphere.   This yearɅs competition in 

Fingal, which engaged 1,300 students, is proudly 

supported by Blanchardstown Centre, One4All, 

and SimTech Aviation, whose contributions to the 

prize fund continue to encourage young 

entrepreneurs to strive for entrepreneurial 

success.  FingalɅs finalists now set their sights on 

the National Final in May, where they will 

compete to be named ϥrelandɅs next top young 

ent repreneurs.  

 

Food Sectoral Supports   

 

 
 

LEO Fingal hosted the Dublin Food Chain regional 

Food networking event for Local Enterprise Week 

in the Castleknock Hotel, attended by some 80 

food producers eager to hear from Stephen Carr 

from Pizza Sorrento and Ciaran Fitzpatrick from 

Cookie Dó, two Dub lin -based food producers 

who shared their stories of growth and the 

challenges along the way. Laura Harper Trading 

Director Marks & Spencer explained how the 

strategy of M&S Ireland is to have more locally 

based food producers in their supplier listings.  

 

 



 
 

 

   

 

Evaluations and Approvals Committee    

The Evaluation and Approvals Committee (EVAC) 

approved eight projects for funding at its March 

meeting, bringing to ɚ257,097 the total approved 

year to date 2025, for 16 applicants across 

Business Feasibility, Priming and Expansion 

Grants. The next EVAC meeting will be held in 

County Hall Swords on the 30 th  of April 2025.  

 

Management Development  

 

 
 

The Leadership for Accelerated Growth 

programme kicked off on the 12 th  of March 2025 

in the Carlton Hotel Dublin Airport. This 

programme is attended by 17 businesses from 

Dublin City and Fingal LEOɅs. The programme 

facilitates established businesses within the 

Dublin area to grow their businesses and expand. 

It allows owners  time to plan and build a strategy 

which will carry them through the next 3 years 

while building their network and learning new 

skills in the areas of business management, 

finance and ma rketing. At the opening of the 

event on 12 th  March, certificates of completion 

were presented to the previous cohort.  

 

Energy Efficiency Grant Scheme   

 

 
 

The Local Enterprise Office (LEO) Energy 

Efficiency Grant was recently revamped and 

relaunched with several significant changes, the 

main one being its increase from ɚ5,000 to 

ɚ10,000 and a change from match funding to 

now covering up to 75% of eligible co sts.  
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The Energy Efficiency Grant is an excellent 

opportunity for small businesses to continue 

their business more sustainably and efficiently, 

which will benefit them in the long run. To apply, 

businesses need to be solvent and operating 

within Fingal for at le ast six months.   Seven 

companies in Fingal have so far qualified for this 

grant. So far this year there has been a very 

strong level of interest in this scheme with 

enquiries coming from restaurants, pubs and 

coffee shops. Three companies have been 

approved so far and many more are currently 

going through the approval process.  

 

Trading Online Voucher Scheme   

 

 
 

Trading Online Voucher (now expired) scheme 

supported small businesses by allowing them to 

enhance their online offering by providing a grant 

of up to ɚ2,500 for ecommerce and digital 

marketing activities, as well as giving businesses 

a better understanding of how they can exploit E -

Commerce opportunities for their business. A 

total of 39 applications have been appr oved in 

the amount of ɚ88,138. year to date. The Trading 

Online Voucher scheme has now closed and only 

applications received on or before 13th 

December 2024 are being considered for 

approval and payment in 2025. An enhanced 

ɈGrow Digitalɉ initiative takes its place (featuring 

grant value ɚ5k plus digital consultancy 

assignments).  

  

Business Advice Clinics and Mentoring    

 

 
 



 
 

 

   

 

LEO Fingal provides one to one business support 

services through Business Advice Clinics and a 

Mentoring programme, both online and in 

person. These services are provided free of 

charge to small businesses.  

 

The Fingal mentor panel consists of a variety of 

skilled and experienced mentors from a range of 

business backgrounds. In 2025 so far 182 clients 

availed of one -to -one appointments in Business 

Advice Clinics, with consistently high demand for 

this service among Fingal businesses. 76 clients 

have so far signed up for business mentoring.  

 

A new Mentor panel has been procured and 

Mentors are currently on -boarding. A Mentor 

Induction meeting will be held on 4 th  April and 

LEO Staff will present an overview of the LEO 

portfolio, following this there will be regular 

meetings to keep mentors informed and provide 

a platform for knowledge sharing  

 

Microfinance Ireland Loans     

LEO Fingal provides a loan scheme through its 

partnership with Microfinance Ireland, with loans 

from ɚ5,000 up to ɚ50,000 per approved 

applicant. LEO Fingal is actively promoting the 

availability of loans from businesses that have 

difficulty raising financ e from their bank. 

Applications are processed and assessed by LEO 

Fingal and submitted to MFI (Microfinance 

Ireland). Applications submitted through LEO 

Fingal are eligible for a 1% reduced interest rate 

of 5.5% APR if submitted through the Local 

Enterpris e Office.  

 

Seven MFI loan applications have been processed 

in January 2025. LEO Fingal supports MFI 

applicants with a Mentor who assists with the 

application process to maximise their prospects 

of approval.  

 

Training and Events   

Training & events from LEO Fingal for small 

business owners has had a strong start to the 

year with 1206 participants year to date. There 

have been three Start Your Own Business 

courses with 36 participants.  
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LEO Fingal continues to see buoyant demand for 

courses in 2025.  

 

Internationalisation and Export 

Development   

The new ɈMarket Explorer Grantɉ has replaced 

the TAME Grant from 1 January 2025.    The grant 

is available to small enterprises in the 

manufacturing and international trading sectors 

(with up to 50 employees). The amount of the 

grant is to a maximum of ɚ10,000 or 50% of 

eligible costs. The o bject of the financial offer is 

to support the development of export -oriented 

businesses by incentivising support to research 

and explore activities in new markets.  

 

Support for the grant applies when eligible 

companies seek to explore either a new 

geographic market for an existing 

product/service or an existing geographic market 

for a new product/service.  LEO Fingal has 

approved one application for this grant in the 

amount of ɚ9,520. 

  

 
 

The Export Development programme ɈGet 

Exportingɉ is continuing throughout all 31 LEOs, 

Get Exporting is designed to support companies 

at every stage of their journey to achieve new 

export sales. Through the Export Development 

Pathway, the aim is to simplif y the export journey 

for businesses and help build the knowledge, 

confidence and strategies needed to succeed in 

global markets. Get Exporting is a collaborative 

effort between the Local Enterprise Offices, 

Enterprise Ireland, and delivery partner OCO 

Global. 

 

Following recommendation based on an export 

readiness assessment 11 Fingal businesses were 

among the 120 nationally, progressing through 

the programme.  Following stage 2 ɄWorkshopsɅ 

60 businesses will now progress to the Ʉϥn Market 

VisitɅ stage of the programme.   

 



 
 

 

   

 

Those not progressing can still be considered at 

a future stage and in the meantime can avail of 

the support they need to develop their 

businesses from their Local Enterprise Office.  

 

Fingal Enterprising Women Network  

 

 
 

The first event of 2025 for the Fingal Enterprising 

Women Network: "Accelerate Action: The 

Neuroscience of Making it Happen"  took place 

on Thursday, 6th March 2025 at the Crown Plaza 

Hotel, Santry. Over 130 female entrepreneurs 

gathered together along with guest speaker Dr. 

Sabina Brennan who inspired, motivated, and 

connected with this incredible network of 

businesswomen. As p art of Local Enterprise 

Week 2025, it was an energizing and impactful 

way to celebrate ϥnternational WomenɅs Day. 

Grow Digital Voucher & Digital for Business  

 

 
 

 

The new Grow Digital Voucher offers SMEs with 

up to 50 employees financial support to embrace 

digital technology. A digital for business project 

report must be completed within the previous 

two years.  

 

LEO Fingal have approved the second eligible 

application and are working to increase 

awareness of this support with businesses 

throughout Fingal.  
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LEO Fingal have approved 20 Digital for Business 

Programmes year to date.  

 

We have also launched a Digital Boost Webinar to 

educate prospective applicants about the Digital 

Supports available including Digital for Business 

and Grow Digital, the second of which will run on 

10th  April as a Dublin Region event.  
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Works Programme  

Balbriggan/ Rush -Lusk/ Swords Area - Parks  

 

Free Tree Giveaway for National Tree Week, Ward 

River Valley Park. 
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Free Tree Giveaway for National Tree Week, 

Newbridge Demesne.  

 

 
 

Planting of ɄOak OrchardɅ research project in 

Balbriggan.  

 

 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 

   

 

National Tree Week Event at Ardgillan Demesne.  

 

 
 

 
 

The planting of 3 new Giant Redwood trees in in 

Santry Demesne within the Redwood Avenue.  
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Two new Water refill stations were installed in 

the Ward River Valley Park and Santry Demesne 

to replace the older models.  

 

 
 

 
 

Area General Maintenance Programme  

 

Drainage works  at Knocknaggin Road, by 

Balbriggan Roads crew. 

 

 
 



 
 

 

   

 

 
 

 

 
 

Footpath installation at Windmill Rise, Swords.  

 

 
 

 

Maintenance works being carried out at 

Loughshinny Harbour.  
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Howth /  Malahide Area  

Roads / Footpaths - Kinsealy Lane  

 

  
Installation of new footpath along Kinsealy Lane .  

 

 



 
 

 

   

 

Road Patching  

 

 
 

 
Road Patching works along Yellow Walls Road, 

Malahide.  

 

Burial  Grounds and Beaches  

 

 
New water pipes for additional water taps 

around cemetery.  Fingal Burial Grounds works 

carried out by outdoor staff.  

 
Vandalism to West Pier public toilets (Beach hut 

style), Howth .  
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Following damage - removal of broken tiles 

Howth toilets in preparation for new 

replacements.  

 

 
Damage to entrance gate at Burrow Beach 

awaiting repair/ replacement.  

 

 
New water taps installed at Balgriffin burial 

grounds by Council staff . 

 



 
 

 

   

 

 
Root grinding preparation  at St FintanɅs burial 

grounds to commence in the next week . 

 

 
Ongoing fly tipping issue at Howth/Malahide 

clothes banks.  

 

 
Preparations underway in advance of launching 

the lifeguard huts for the Howth Malahide area.  

 

Howth/Malahide Parks  

Tree Planting  

 

Avenue of Liquidambar ɅSlender SilhouetteɅ street trees 

planted along Hole in the Wall / Moyne Road junction.  
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Malahide Demesne  

 
New Dura surface laid in front of Malahide 

Castle. 

New surface Eastern side Malahide Castle.  

 
 
 



 
 

 

   

 

Malahide Castle Sports Pavilion & Café  
 

 
 

Following a successful procurement process, 

contracts have now been signed between Fingal 

County Council and the new Operator of the 

Malahide Castle Sports Pavilion and Café. We 

look forward to welcoming new members and 

customers to the refurbished facilit ies over the 

coming years.  

 

Malahide Concerts Series 2025  

 

The Planning Licence Application  has been 

received for the 2025 Malahide Concert Series . 

 

The Acts and dates listed in the application are 

as follows:  

¶ 17th June  - Charli xcx  

¶ 25th June  - Iron Maiden  

¶ 26th June - Neil Young  

¶ 28th June  - Justin Timberlake  

¶ 29th June - Alanis Morrissette  

¶ 30th June -Duran Duran plus Nile 

Rodgers & Chic 

¶ Friday, 4th July - Mumford & Sons  

   

Talbot Botanic Gardens  

 

 
Newly planted Australian North Border  
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Well drilling West Lawn Malahide Demesne.  

 
 

 
    Bluebell walk West Lawn.  

 

 
Acacia pravissima in flower in the Australian Garden.  

 

 


