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Chief ExecutiveɅs Foreword 
 

Last month, the Safer Halloween programme was rolled out 

in towns and villages across Fingal with the highlight being 

the Festival of Fire events. Each year Fingal County Council 

produce a highly engaging, jam packed programme offering 

events from spooky d iscos and magic shows to interactive 

story telling and pumpkin parades all designed to offer 

alternative and safer ways for communities to celebrate the 

Halloween season. Festival of Fire events were held at 

Bremore Castle, Balbriggan, Swords Town Park, Ma lahide 

Castle and Millennium Park, Blanchardstown. Commencing 

with a scary disco at 7pm in all locations, the mood was 

certainly set with spooky tunes and mind -boggling 

costumes on display. The highlight of the evening was the 

spectacular firework displays which were truly impressive 

and enjoyed by many thousands of spectators across all 4 

locations. Each year the displays seem to grow bigger and 

better and we ha ve received many messages of thanks from 

members of the public conveying their enjoyment of the 

Halloween festivities. I wish to reiterate the messages 

already received and thank the Events Unit, the Community 

Development Department, Fingal Libraries and the 

Operations Department for working tirelessly to ensure 

safer and enjoyable experiences for th e people of Fingal 

each year. 

 

I was pleased to have joined Mayor of Fingal, Cllr Brian 

McDonagh, and the Minister for Housing, Local Government 

and Heritage, Darragh OɅBrien at an event to mark the laying 

of the foundation stone of the Swords Cultural Centre on 

October 22 nd. Designed by award -winning architects 

OɅDonnell and Tuomey, a new County Library and a 165 seat 

theatre along with an art gallery, arts spaces, a maker space 

and a café will attract visitors from all areas and will play a 

huge role in enhancing the cultur al, educatio nal and artistic 

scene in Fingal. Significant upgrade works will be carried out 

on North Street to create an enhanced public realm creating 

a link between the Cultural Centre and Swords Castle. This 

ambitious project represents a major investment for the 

people of Fingal and further afield and I wish to 

acknowledge the support of the Elected Members and the 

Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 

and the Department of Rural and Community Affairs in 

assisting with the realisation of the vision. I am pleased that 

our contractor, Duggan Brothers (Contractors) Ltd have 

already made significant progress onsite and I look forward 

to bringing you further updates on the progress as we look 

towards the opening date in 2027.  

 

A three -year Capital Programme worth ɚ1.57 billion was 

presented at the October monthly meeting of the Council. 

The 2025 ɀ 2027 programme, which represents a 16% 

increase on the 2024 Capital programme, covers 331 

projects of which 111, representing a spend  of ɚ574m, are 

already on site.  

 

 

 

 

Provision has been made in the plan for major projects such 

as the ɚ114m mixed tenure development at Ballymastone 

and the ɚ156m mixed tenure development at Church Fields 

in Mulhuddart. Other key projects including the ɚ43m 

Broadmeadow Greenway and works to  Ward River Park, 

Baldoyle Racecourse Park, the Royal Canal Greenway and 

Brackenstown Bridge are included as are allocations for 

investment in Electric Vehicle Charging infrastructure, the 

reinstatement and enhancement of regional roads across 

the county a nd tourism and industrial development. This is 

FingalɅs largest and most ambitious Capital Programme to 

date and demonstrates our commitment to building homes, 

supporting communities and providing world class 

infrastructure for the people of Fingal into th e future.  

 

Fingal Tidy Towns groups continually show their dedication 

and commitment to their local areas through the work they 

carry out on behalf of their communities. Fingal has 

achieved excellent results in the 2024 National Tidy Towns 

Awards - Skerries picked up  a County Second and a Gold 

Medal, while Malahide was awarded County Third and a 

Gold Medal. Swords was awarded a Gold Medal, while 

Balbriggan achieved a Bronze. There was also success for 

Clonsilla, the group receiving an Endeavour Award for the 

biggest i mprovement by an entrant in the county from the 

previous year. It is encouraging to see such emphasis 

placed on the environment and sustainability and this was 

reflected in the special award categories. Rush won the 

National award in the EPA Circular Econo my category, with 

Swords being highly commended.  Balbriggan were regional 

award winners in the Young Persons in TidyTowns and were 

highly commended in the Pollinator Award. Alongside this, 

it was a welcome return to the competition this year for 

Balscaddan and Oldtown. I wish to extend my heartfelt 

congratulations to all the volunteers and hope the success 

achieved will encourage others to take up the mantle and 

get involved with their local communities.  

 

Finally, as the end of 2024 looms large on the horizon, New 

YearɅs Festival Dublin in partnership with Fingal County 

Council recently announced that the festival programme 

this year will feature the NYF Dublin Fireworks Spectacular 

in Howth Harbour (subjec t to licence). This free inaugural 

New YearɅs Eve fireworks display promises to be the perfect 

way to bid farewell to 2024 and get ready to welcome 2025! 

The display can be viewed from Howth Pier Park and along 

Harbour Road from 8pm. The full New YearɅs Festival 

programme can be viewed here: https://nyfdublin.com/  

 

Best wishes,      

 

AnnMarie Farrell y  CE  

https://nyfdublin.com/
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People Services   

 

Recruitment  

People Services Recruitment Programme 

continues through 2024.  

 

Recruitment Programme 2024 

Total Recruitment Campaigns  95 

Interviews Held to date  878 

New Starters 195 

Promotions 129 

Number of Current Job Offers 50 

 

Learning & Development Update  
 

Learning and Development Programme 2024 ς 
[January -YTD] 

No of Courses Provided  344 

Number of Attendees 2937 

Number of Training days 3243.5 

 

Throughout November, courses will be 

delivered in the areas of Personal 

Effectiveness, A-Z Local Government, 

Business Skills, Climate Action for Outdoor 

Staff, Health & Safety, and  more.  
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Wellbeing Update  

The Wellbeing team have procured art classes for 

staff to increase wellbeing. Art has been shown to 

enhance mental health, reduce stress, foster 

resilience and fuel joy. These sessions were 

brought back due to their popularity with staff last 

year. 

The Wellbeing team have had a great response to 

the expressions of interest email for a staff choir. 

Over 60 people have said that they are interested 

in becoming a choir member. Wellbeing will look to 

procure a choir master as a result.  

The Elephant in the Room naming plaques have 

arrived and will be placed on the Elephants in 

Swords, Grove Road, Coolmine Depot and Watery 

Lane Depot. Information on the EAS and what each 

name means will be present on the plaques.  

The VR for Wellbeing space in Swords should be 

launched in the coming weeks, with the space in 

Blanchardstown to follow.  

 

Health & Safety Unit  ɀ HSU 

 
Finalisation and publication of Operations and 

Water Services ancillary safety statements took 

place during the month.  Fingal County Council 

achieved a Higher Distinction Award along with an 

Exceptional High Achiever Award at the recent 

National Irish Safety Organisation & Northern 

Ireland Safety Group awards ceremony.   The 

award was on foot of the HSUɅs submission to NϥSO 

on the behalf of Fing al County Council earlier in the 

year.   

In addition  the HSU ran a programme of work for 

European health and safety week 2023 [theme: 

safe & healthy work in the digital age] which 

included a H&S conference for safety reps and fire 

wardens, a staff quiz draw and a safety campaign 

ran through Staff Messages .    

 

Customer Services  

 

Customer Care Unit Statistics ɀ October  2024 

 

Month Total No. 
of Calls  

Total No.   
of Emails  

Presenting 
in Person     

October  10,811  1,398 2,765 

 

 



 
 

CRM  

Staff continue to work on the Customer 

Relationship Management System (CRM) and issue 

responses to representations from Elected 

Members (Councillors, TDs and Senators) and 

complaints submitted by the public. The total 

number of Elected MembersɅ representations for 

October were 943. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The table below shows the total number of 

Elected MembersɅ representations assigned to 

each Department to date in 202 4. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Digital Services  

- Public Service Transformation Week 

2024 

- CE Innovation Fund Launch  

 

Public Service Transformation Week 2024  

Digital Services with the support of Smart Dublin 

held two staff lunch & learn  events  to celebrate 

Public Service Transformation week.  The events 

took place on the 22 nd  and 24 th  October and 

showcased a variety of smart city innovations 

taking place across the Dublin region. From the 

development of the Smart Dublin Districts to use 

cases of Open Data to improve data driven 

decision making.  
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As part of Public Services Transformation Week 

Digital Services working with the Communications 

Department created a series of videos to showcase 

innovation in Fingal. This year we focused on the 

2024 recipients of the CE innovation fund  

¶ Fingal Libraries book bike  

¶ VR for wellbeing  

¶ HAP Amendments portal  

¶ Donaba te Community Crafters  

All videos are available of FCC YouTube channel.  

 

CE Innovation Fund Launch  

The CE Office and Digital Services are delighted to 

announce the launch of the CE Innovation Fund 

2025.  Now i n its fourth year , the CE Innovation 

Fund was created to drive and support a culture of 

collaboration and innovation in the workplace .  

Staff can apply for funding to support and trial 

their innovative project or idea.  

 

Communications  

The Communications Unit was involved in setting 

up the Foundation Ceremony for the new Cultural 

Centre in Swords, the opening of Bowden Court, 

Swords and the breaking of ground on 36 new 

homes on Seatown Road, Swords.   



 
 

 

Website  

The number of visitors to fingal.ie for 2024 has 

already surpassed last years record figure of 1.44 

million. By the end of October the site had 

attracted 1,465,856 which is 23,753 more than the 

figure for the 12 months of 2023. October saw 

128,037 visitors  to the site which was a rise of 8,612 

on September. The number of page views also 

rose to 273,080.  

The most popular pages were Planning 

Applications, Fingal Festival of Fire, Recycling 

Centres and Affordable Housing.  

The average time spent on the site was two 

minutes and two seconds.  

 

Social Medi a 

The five corporate social media channels now have 

an accumulated following of   83,963 which is a rise 

of 1,093 since September.  

 

Facebook has 37,149 followers, X has 23,838, 

Instagram has 11.326, LinkedIn has 10,1209 and 

You Tube has 1,530 subscribers.  

   

Videos  

The Unit produced 13 videos during October. 

These includes videos marking the foundation 

stone ceremony for the new Cultural Centre in 

Swords; the provision of housing in Swords and 

Mulhuddart; Fingal Inclusion Week, the HAP 

Amendments Portal; Harry Reynol ds Road and the 

rollout of EV Charging infrastructure.  

There are now 736 videos on the Fingal County 

Council You Tube channel and all  the videos can 

be accessed at : 

https://www.youtube.com/@FingalCountyCouncil

Video/videos . 
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Media Queries  

The Communications Unit responded to 27 media 

queries in October on topics such as councillor 

gratuities, Dublin Airport, EV Chargers, XL Bully 

dogs and St ϥtaɅs Portrane.  

 
Press Releases  

The Communications Unit issued 23 press releases 

in October. Among the press releases issued were 

ones on the the Xplore Your Future TY Expo, the 

Capital Programme, Halloween Safety, Open 

House, Tradfest and the Increased Cost of 

Business (ICOB) scheme. 

 
Building Facilities / Energy Performance 

Contract  

Reconciliation Period 2 (March ɀ August 2024) has 

shown significant energy improvements for the 

Energy Performance Contract across both County 

Hall, Swords and Civic Offices, Grove Road.  

The total electrical cost reduction achieved through 

this period is 32% based on the agreed contract rates. 

This reduction can be further split into daytime 

electrical reductions of 33% and nighttime electrical 

reductions of 28%. The main electrical daytim e and 

nighttime savings have been achieved in County Hall 

with a reduction of 41% and 40% respectively. This is 

mainly due to the lighting upgrade (LED light fittings) 

and sensors. The total day and night consumption 

reduced from 893,332 kWh to 610,905 kWh  which 

represents a 32% reduction.  

 

Thermal energy supply for this period is a decrease of 

30% in gas usage across the two office facilities. This 

is an 18% increase when compared to the 

reconciliation period 1.  

The combined total energy savings achieved 

amounted to 31%, which represents a reduction of 

172 tonnes of carbon emissions. Cost savings are 

21%. 

The heating season is now active across both offices. 

The heating and temperatures are monitored closely 

by the Energy Supply Company and optimizing where 

achievable.   

https://www.youtube.com/@FingalCountyCouncilVideo/videos
https://www.youtube.com/@FingalCountyCouncilVideo/videos


 
 

LAW DEPARTMENT 

Contents  

Judgements  1 and 2  

Current Judicial reviews  

 

Judgement  1:                  

Friends of the Irish Environment CLG v Minister for 

Housing, Local Government and Heritage [2024] 

IEHC 588 ɀ delivered on the 17th October 2024 

(Ɉthe Judgmentɉ). 

 

Fingal Co Co:              

Notice Party (Ɉthe Councilɉ)  

 

Subject:                       

The case comprised a judicial review challenging 

the Ministerial Direction, dated 28th July 2023 ɀ 

issued pursuant to s.31 of the Planning and 

Development Act 2000 (as amended) and cited as 

the ɈPlanning and Development (Fingal 

Development Plan 2023 -2029) Direction 2023ɉ 

(Ɉthe Ministerial Directionɉ). 

 

The proceedings sought to challenge Part 2(b) of 

the Ministerial Direction which deleted the text 

inserted by MA PA CH 8.1 from the Development 

Plan.  

 

Outcome:                    

The Court upheld the Ministerial Direction and 

rejected the grounds of challenge advanced by the 

Applicant (ɈFriendsɉ) ɀ the effect of which is that the 

Ministerial Direction remains valid, with the text of 

MA PA CH 8.1 not forming part of the Development 

Plan. 

 

On the 4th November 2024 Counsel for Friends of 

the Irish Environment CLG indicated to the court 

that they intend to appeal the Judgement.  

 

Further details of this case have been provided in 

the Case Note circulated previously to the elected 

members.  

 

 

 

 

 

Page 4 

 

Judgement  2:                   

DAA PLC v Fingal County Council [2024] IEHC 589 ɀ 

delivered on the 17th October 2024 (Ɉthe 

Judgmentɉ). 

 

Fingal Co Co:              

Respondent, (Ɉthe Councilɉ).  

 

Subject:                       

The case comprised a judicial review of the Fingal 

Development Plan 2023 -2029 and  in particular 

Material Alterations PA CH 8.1 and PA SH 11.7  

The grounds relating to the DAAɅs challenge to the 

making Material Alteration PA CH 8.1 were in effect 

rendered moot by the decision of Mr Justice 

Humphreys in Friends  of the Irish Environment v 

Minister for Housing [2024] IEHC 588 and the two  

judgments need to be considered together.  

The Court confined consideration to the decision 

by the elected members to zone a sports complex 

operated by ALSAA as Community Infrastructure in 

circumstances where the landowners, the DAA, 

wished to retain it zoned Dublin Airport (DA).  

 

Outcome:                    

The Court rejected the grounds of challenge 

relating to reasons, failure to consider 

submissions,  inconsistent with national policy and 

SEA but made an Order quashing the change of 

zoning on the basis that a consideration of the 

transcript of the elected members discussion on 

the matter indicated that  irrelevant, non -planning 

considerations had been taken into account in the 

making of the decision.   

 

The matter was listed for mention before the Court 

on the 4th November 2024, to enable 

consideration of matters arising from the 

judgment, which would include consideration of 

seeking leave to appeal. It has been adjourned to 

11th November 2024 to allow Fingal County 

Council further time to consider whether it wishes 

to seek leave to appeal.  

 

Further details of this case have been provided in 

the Case Note circulated previously to the elected 

members.  

 

https://www.courts.ie/acc/alfresco/62ec7cdf-9976-44f9-92ae-4056f946991e/2024_IEHC_588.pdf/pdf#view=fitH
https://www.courts.ie/acc/alfresco/62ec7cdf-9976-44f9-92ae-4056f946991e/2024_IEHC_588.pdf/pdf#view=fitH
https://www.courts.ie/acc/alfresco/be3c5d59-5b23-40f1-a63b-b83d5b47e86f/2024_IEHC_589.pdf/pdf#view=fitH
https://www.courts.ie/acc/alfresco/62ec7cdf-9976-44f9-92ae-4056f946991e/2024_IEHC_588.pdf/pdf#view=fitH


 
 

Curr ent Judicial Review Cases  ɀ October  2024 

 

Mayeston  Hall Management Company Limited 

by Guarantee -v- Fingal County Council, Ireland 

and the Attorney General 2024/505JR  

Kimpton Vale Limited -v- an Bord Pleanala and 

Fingal County Council High Court Record No. 

2022/390 JR 

Joan Reynolds and Edel McDonough -v- Fingal 

County Council High Court Record No 2023/372 

JR  

MKN Properties Limited and another -v- Fingal 

County Council High Court Record No. 2023/373 

JR 

daa plc -v- Fingal County Council High Court 

Record No 2023/383 JR 

daa plc -v- Fingal County Council and the Irish 

Aviation Authority High Court Record No. 

2023/916 JR 

Friends of the Irish Environment CLG and SMTW 

Environmental DAC -v- the Minister for Housing 

Local Government and Heritage, Ireland and the 

Attorney General and the Office of Planning 

Regulator and Fingal County Council High Court 

Record No 2023/1047 JR 

Niall OɅConnor and Geraldine Kiernan -v- An 

Bord Pleanala and Fingal County Council High 

Court Record No 2023/1122JR  

Erigo Limited and Joseph Flood -v- Fingal County 

Council and others High Court Record No 

2023/1233 JR 

Timothy Fitzgerald and James Fitzgerald -v- 

Fingal County Council Record No 2023/1236 JR  

Ailsa Sexton -v- An Bord Pleanala and Fingal 

County Council  

High Court Record Number 2024/690JR  

Noel Murphy v An  Board Pleanala, Fingal County 

Council and Kilshane Energy Limited.   High court 

Record No. H;JR;2024/883 

Jane Phelan Walsh v An Bord Pleanala and Fingal 

County Council High Court No. 2024/1038JR  

Noel Murphy v An Board Pleanala, Fingal County 

Council and Kilshane Energy Limited High Court 

Record Number 2024/883  

Nicola Byrne v Fingal County Council, An Bord 

Pleanála, the Minister for Housing, Planning and 

Local Government, Ireland, and the Attorney 

General, High Court Record Number 2024/342 JR  
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TOURISM DEVELOPMENT 

Tourism Results for Q3 2024  

 

National data from the CSO combined with Hotel 

occupancy data confirms the earlier industry 

sentiment surveys released by Failte Ireland in 

relation to limited growth in some sectors of the 

overseas visitor numbers.  

 

Compared to Q3 last year July -September this year 

saw a decline in bed nights by 7%. Revenue was up 

by 10%, but this needs to be read with some 

caution as base prices in the sector have risen ɀ the 

CPI for Hotels, Restaurants and Recreation shows 

a year-on-year increase of costs in the order of 

4.5%.  
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The above data relates mainly to overseas visitors 

and does not reflect a fall -off in domestic demand 

which would have been experienced by the 

tourism industry in the state, which was reported 

in the October CE report.  

 

Fingal Food Network  

 

 

 

On Tuesday the 8 th  of October members from a 

range of Fingal food businesses visited several 

Boyne Valley food and drink businesses including 

a goats cheese producer, a flour mill, a whiskey 

distillery and a farm offering glamping and 

outdoor pursuits in the grounds of Slane Castle. 

Members heard first -hand about the success of 

the Boyne Valley Flavours network and the 

importance of diversifying to attract more visitors 

and the benefits of working together under a 

common brand.  

 

The Fingal Food Network AGM took place on Friday 

25th  October in Skerries Mills where members 

appointed a new chair and committee members 

and agreed to explore the options for a more 

formal structure to work on behalf of the Food & 

Drink sector in Fingal.  

 

 

EVENTS 

Shackleton Illuminations  

The illuminations at Shackleton Garden, Clonsilla 

will take place from Monday 25 th  November until 

Sunday 1st of December from 5 -9pm daily. 

Entrance is free and a local provider will be offering 

tea, coffee and snacks for sale.  

 



 
 

 
 

Festival & Event Funding Scheme 2025  

 

The Festival and Events Funding Scheme 2025 is 

now open with a closing date of 21st December. 

Successful applicants will be informed in January, 

allowing time to plan their festival and events in 

2025. Additional criteria this year ha ve been added 

regarding the  sustainability of events to encourage  

organisers to ensure their events are accessible to 

all.  

Swords Castle Christmas Markets 2024  
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The market will take place on Friday 29 th &  Saturday 

30th  November and Sunday 1 st, Saturday 7 th  and 

Sunday 8th  December. All traders have been 

selected and the market is fully booked. Santa will 

be onsite on all days, and a visit including small 

selection box and emailed photograph will cost 6 

Euro. Additionally , the Christmas Tree illumination 

will take place at Swords Castle on 29 th  November, 

in Blanchardstown on Thursday 28 th  November 

and in Balbriggan on Thursday 5 th  December.  

 

HERITAGE PROPERTIES 

Boiler upgrade and Rainwater Harvesting 

works completed at Malahide Castle  

 

A programme of works lasting several months has 

been completed to upgrade the boiler plant room 

and rainwater harvesting system at Malahide 

Castle Visitor Centre. The upgrades are delivering 

a consistent hot water supply throughout the 

visitor centre and Avoca operation. Approximately  

30 cubic meters of rainwater from the Avoca roof, 

equivalent to three tank loads from the 

underground rainwater harvesting capture, are 

passing through the bathroom cisterns every two 

weeks. The upgrades are delivering on our climate 

action commitments at  Malahide Castle.  

 
New Operator for Swords Castle  

 

EETCD has appointed Invictus Event Management 

and Consultancy  Ltd using the Multi Party Events 

Management Framework Agreement to provide an 

event focused operator for Swords Castle and 

Carnegie Library, to assess the numerous events 

and event requests, promote the sites, facilitate 

filming requests, advise on the rep airs and 

maintenance requirements and improve the 

experience for visitors.  The initial contract will run 

for a period of 16 weeks from 28th October.   
 

 



 
 

Christmas Events at Heritage Properties  

 

 
Newbridge House will play host to two ticketed 

Christmas experiences in 2024. Santa Paws will run 

throughout December and is fully booked. A 

Christmas to Remember brings an immersive 

experience for all the family with opportunities to 

meet the animals on N ewbridge farm, feed 

reindeer and warm up with hot chocolate and a 

visit to Santa. Very limited slots are still available. 

Sensory Santa Experience tickets for 

neurodivergent children and their families are sold 

out having proven very popular. Wonderlights and 

the Christmas Experience are also returning to 

Malahide Castle and Gardens and you can join Mrs 

Claus and Friends at the Casino Model Railway 

Museum this year.  

 

CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT 

Arts  

Public Art  

 

Works are near completion at the Snugborough 

Road Interchange where a new mural work will be 

revealed to the public by artist James Earley. The 

work was delivered in collaboration with BAM and 

the Strategic Infrastructure and Planning Division 

Department.  
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Artist Vivienne Roche provided a tour of her 

artwork Flow, (2002) in the Council Chamber, 

County Hall. The tour was programmed by the 

Royal Hibernian Academy (RHA) to coincide with a 

major exhibition by Vivienne, Abridged, at the RHA 

until 17th November. F ingal staff and tour 

attendees were given a fascinating insight into the 

making of Flow, from concept to completion.  

 

 
 

A full -scale drawing of the artwork and a video 

showing the process of its fabrication in the 

Council Chamber are currently on show as part of 

her solo exhibition at the RHA.   

 

 

Decade of Centenaries Legacy Programme, 

Artist in Residence Amanda Dunsmore  

 

 
 

Amanda Dunsmore has been invited to be Fingal 

County CouncilɅs Decade of Centenaries Artist in 

Residence and her introduction to Fingal included 

an exhibition of her work Agreement ɀ Memento 

which features reflections on her 20 -year project 

where she docum ented the signatories of the 

Good Friday Agreement. Amanda will explore the 

history of local government and democracy with 

FingalɅs councillors. 



 
 

Youth & Education   

 

Exploring & Thinking Artist Mentorship 2024  

 

 
 

Artists and local authority officers working with 

children across a range of health, community and 

education settings participated in this unique 

residential mentorship opportunity with 

developmental psychologist Dr. Suzanne Zeedyk.  

 

Hosted by Fingal Arts Office at the IIMS Balbriggan, 

the programme explored scientific insights into 

how children develop and how this applies to our 

work as artists, funders, and service providers. 

ZeedykɅs academic research states that human 

beings are born communicative and are active 

agents within relationships from birth. The formal 

term for this capacity is primary intersubjectivity, 

and it is fundamental for human biological and 

neurological functioning.   

 

Zeedyk and participants explored how humans 

relate to the external world and how these sensory 

experiences relate to brain development. They 

unpacked the necessary vulnerability required to 

make such profound work, and the importance of 

diversity in arts practice to ensure new ways of 

thinking and making. Following a period of 

reflection, participants will now be invited to 

complete a care fully devised evaluation of the 

programme to inform next steps.  

 

Arts Act Funding  

The Arts Office launched the new Arts Act Grant 

Scheme Guidelines and Online application form on 

Monday 14th October and the deadline to apply is 

Friday 25th November.   
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This Scheme will support a range of artistic Project, 

Events and Festivals in Fingal under the 2003 Arts 

Act. Funding clinics and one -to -one application 

support is available for past and new applicants to 

the Scheme.  

 

Swords Cultural Quarter  

 
Fingal County Council Arts Office and Fingal 

Libraries invited amateur/professional artists and 

arts community groups to participate in 2 

workshops that included an update on the 

development of the landmark building within the 

Swords Culture Quarter and also allowed 

participants to have their say about this 

transformative development. A total of 90 

registered for these events.  

 

 
 

Carnegie Library  

Festival of History  

The Carnegie hosted the sold out ɄHistory at the 

LibraryɅ, a day of talks on Oct 5th as part of FingalɅs 

Festival of History.  

 

This also coincided with the commencement of the 

first Artist in Residence at Carnegie. Visual artist 

Amanda Dunsmore has been invited to research 

the history and legacy of local government in Fingal 

through a series of conversations with local 

archivists,  councillors and historians with a view to 

developing an art project.      



 
 

Draíocht  

 

DraíochtɅs Children/Youth Arts programme caters 

for children from the age of 0 to 18 through the 

provision of high -quality arts workshops, projects 

and events.   The programme takes place within 

the building as well as in D15 schools, creches and 

community centres.   Most recently, Matt Szczerek, 

DraíochtɅs Dance Artist in Residence, brough a 

work in progress of his show ɄMonstersɅ into 3 

schools (7 showings) for feedback from children.   

We also worked with dance artist, Selma Daniel to 

bring her two dance/storytell ing pieces for the very 

young into local creches for 33 performances as 

part of DraíochtɅs Creative Creche initiative. 

 
Primary School tours of the Draíocht building 

including backstage areas, take place over 

November/December.  

 

Hartstown Community School and Rath Dara 

Community College are participating in our TY 

ɄExploring Theatre CraftɅ 5-week project.  

 

Weekly workshops for our D15 Youth theatre and 

Create Dance prog ramme (latter for children with 

a range of additional needs) continue.  

 

Joanne Reid, Studio Artist in Residence, continues 

the development of work for her 2025 Exhibition.  

Draíocht is proactive in encouraging and growing 

access to and participation in our programmes. 

This Season, we will continue the promotion of our 

Euro Club, working specifically with Huntstown 

Community Centre in October during Active Ageing 

Week, to recr uit new members.  The Euro Club 

facilitates audiences access to free/greatly reduced 

tickets to targeted events.  

 

Targeting younger audiences aged 14 -25 years, 

Draíocht worked together with both Rough Magic 

and Dublin Theatre Festival this Season, on 40 -for -

40, and the Catapult programmes.   We have now 

launched our ɄCulture PassɅ initiative for young 

people aged 14 t o 25 years, especially for those 

who live in the Dublin 15 area.   
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Originally established for the members of 

Draíocht's  D15 Youth Theatre, who regularly 

attend events here throughout their membership 

years, Draíocht is delighted to expand the access 

to non -youth theatre members, as part of our 2024 

to 2029 Strategy to provide a 'Space for Everyone'.  

Culture Pass offers di scounted tickets and post -

show events.  

 

DraíochtɅs full Autumn performance programme 

has a wide variety of theatre, dance, music, film, 

comedy and work from our local groups for our 

audiences to enjoy in their local arts centre. 

November highlights include Coolmine Musical 

SocietyɅs production of ɄSister Act.Ʌ  Our extensive 

programme of education workshops and family 

days, and our gallery programme in in addition. 

Full details:  www.draiocht.ie  
 

 
 

Seamus Ennis Arts Centre  

 

Music  
¶ Evelyn Kalansee and Declan Sinnott, Sat 

12th  Oct ɀ 54 booked in  

¶ Rebecca Hill and Charlie Stewart, Friday 

18th  Oct ɀ Piping/fiddle duo travelled from 

Glasgow.  

¶ John Paul White, Sat, 26th  Oct - 83 booked 

in 

¶ Traditional Slow Session of the new season 

took place on 20 th  October with 13 

participants in person and 35 joining on 

zoom from across the globe!  

¶ Singing Sessions with guest singer Zoe 

Basha had 27 booked in person and 15 on 

zoom . 

 



 
 

 
Art Exhibition  
New exhibition by Aidan Butler, winter Hush 

launched on 20 th  October. The exhibition is a 

celebration of the natural environment and has 

resonated with visitors to the gallery, with many 

paintings already sold.  
  
Classes 
Our second Céilí Beag parent and toddler sensory 

music class was fully booked on October 13 th   
  
Cinema  
Film Thursdays continue to see growing success 

with the introduction of National Theatre Live as an 

addition to the programme. Vanya, starring 

Andrew Scott sold out at 92 on October 10 th , as did 

Irish Language film Kneecap on October 24 th . 
  
Theatre  
ϥ CanɅt Believe itɅs not ϥreland, a political drama by 

Paddy Cullivan hit the stage on 25 th  October, with 

50 booked in.  

 
Little Red Riding Hood, a family puppet show, will 

be staged on October 30 th , and is fully booked with 

82 booked in.  
  
Workshops and Other Events  
The Pop-Up Gaeltacht continues to grow with 14 

attending the event on October 17 th .  

 

We have a series of Halloween Workshops for 

adults and children from the 27 th  to the 29 th  

October, including Monster T -shirt making, Wreath 

Making and Cup Cake Decorating. All workshops 

are sold out.  
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Tradfest Launch  
We helped launch Tradfest with our Ceilí Beag 

attendees Alisdair and Finlay Lynam, 2 years old 

from Naul . 

 

 
Libraries  

 

Fingal Festival of History 2024  

Fingal Libraries'  eighth annual Festival of History 

took place from Monday 1st to Sunday 13th 

October throughout library branches. The 

programme included 10 talks, a pop -up museum, 

and a heritage trail. Topics covered ranged from 

the history of Balbriggan Street Names to 

Assassination and execution during the War of 

Independence, as well as Fingal deaths during 

WW1. All drew sizeable and appreciative 

audiences. History at the Library Day took place on 

Saturday 5th October in the Carnegie Free Library, 

Swords. Four speakers informed audiences about 

life and times in Fingal during the 17th to 20th 

centuries. As part of the Festival, Clonsilla and 

Porterstown Heritage Society organised a 90 -

minute guided walk of the natural and built 

heritage of Clonsilla and the Royal Canal. 

Balbriggan and District Historical Society opened a 

pop -up museum on Bridge Street, Balbriggan and 

welcomed over 400 visitors on Saturday 12th and 

Sunday 13th October. Fingal Studies, the local 

history journal of Fingal County Libraries, was 

relaunched duri ng the festival. Fingal Studies 5 is 

available free of charge from all branch libraries.  

 

Launch of Japanese exhibition  

The Japanese embassy in Ireland and the office of 

Senator Emer Currie selected Blanchardstown 

Library as the venue to host the launch of a 

travelling exhibition entitled ɄHiroshima-Nagasaki 



 
 

Atomic BombɅ and ɄSadako and the Paper CranesɅ. 

Cllr John Walsh, representing the Mayor of Fingal, 

welcomed Mr. Kazumi Matsui, Mayor of Hiroshima, 

Mr. Takehiro Kagawa, Chairperson of the 

Hiroshima Peace Culture Foundation, Ambassador 

Norio Maruyama from the embassy of Japan in 

Ireland and Senator Emer Currie to the Library to 

launch the exhibition on 23rd Octobe r. 

 

The ɄHiroshima-Nagasaki Atomic BombɅ poster 

exhibition comprises 30 posters highlighting the 

devastation caused by the atomic bombing of 

Hiroshima and Nagasaki in August 1945, and 

documents the two cities before and after the 

bombings, concluding with a message from 

Hiroshima and Nagasaki to the future.  

 

The ɄSadako and the Paper CranesɅ poster 

exhibition comprises 26 posters that present the 

atomic bombing and the importance of peace in a 

way that is accessible to younger viewers. The 

posters feature child victims of the atomic 

bombing, including Sadako S asaki, who died of 

atomic bomb -induced leukaemia at the age of 12.  

 

Sadako is known around the world for the paper 

cranes she folded in hospital with her desire to get 

well, and she is commemorated by the ChildrenɅs 

Peace Monument in Hiroshima Peace Memorial 

Park. Students from Edmond Rice and Coolmine 

Secondary Schools attended the launch.  
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Autumn/ Winter events  

The Autumn/ Winter programme of events is 

taking place in all libraries  in Fingal. Recent events 

for children included ɄDesign a Miniature HomeɅ 

workshops in Balbriggan and Rush Libraries as 

part of the Open House Dublin Festival of 

Architecture (12th ɀ 20th October). The Big Bear 

Planetarium visited Blanchardstown Library to 

celebrate Space Week. Children in Swords and 

Donabate Libraries got an opportunity to practice 

their Irish in fun bilingual workshops with Áine 

Gallagher. Upcoming events for children include 

Halloween s torytelling and sensory friendly 

sessions. 

 

Events for adults took place to celebrate Positive 

Ageing Week (30th September - 6th October) 

including chair yoga, Tai Chi and art classes.  Career 

advice sessions sponsored by Europe Direct are 

taking place in Malahide, Swords and 

Blanchardstown librarie s. Blanchardstown Library 

hosted a talk on ethical fashion and a clothes swap 

event on 12th October. Also , on the theme of 

sustainable living, a workshop on energy efficient 

homes will take place on 26th November. Skerries 

Library hosted a talk from Bat Co nservation Ireland 

and Birdwatch Fingal will give a talk in 

Blanchardstown Library on 29th October. Events 

to mark Bioeconomy Week Ireland (October 14th - 

20th) included a talk in Swords Library on 

community gardens by Ciarán Conneely of Dublin 

Community G rowers. Dr. Shane OɅReilly, 

Technological University Dublin, gave a talk in 

Blanchardstown Library on ϥrelandɅs coastal 

marine environment.  



 
 

STEM workshops for Schools  

Libraries invited classes from local primary schools 

to participate in workshops to celebrate Space 

Week (4th ɀ 10th October) and Maths Week (12th ɀ 

20th October). These included ɄCypher WheelɅ 

code-cracking workshops and ɄAstronautsɅ DinnerɅ 

workshops whe re children learned about life on 

the international space station. Upcoming STEM 

workshops for Science Week (10th ɀ 17th 

November) include ɄBright SparksɅ where children 

learn about electric circuits and build a model 

lighthouse to take home. ɄCSϥɅ workshops will 

introduce students to the methods of forensic 

scientists.  

 

Xplore Your Future TY Skills Expo  
Fingal Libraries attended the Xplore Your Future TY 

Skills Expo in The Helix at DCU on 15th October. 

Libraries had a stand with a section for Virtual 

Reality, while the Mobile Library was parked on the 

concourse. The VR sets were hugely popular with 

three differ ent headsets in rotation for the 

students to try. Staff had excellent engagement 

with students throughout the day and discussed 

library amenities, resources and supports 

available to them, as well as libraries from a career 

perspective. The Mobile Li brary was a popular 

attraction for visitors, onlookers and 

photographers, and staff signed up many DCU 

students to the library service.   

 
 

Fingal Inclusion Week  

Families who use Corduff Sports Centre are invited 

to an African percussion workshop with John 

Nutekpor from the Irish Institute of Music & Song 

to celebrate Fingal Inclusion Week (11th ɀ 17th 

November).  Also beginning during Fingal Inclusion 

Week is a 4-week family literacy project with 

parents and children selected by St. LukeɅs 

National School, Tyrrelstown.  
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Literacy specialist Stephen Brett and his colleague 

Colm OɅDonovan will encourage children and 

parents to read together for fun. The mobile library 

service will be present so families can join the 

library and choose books. In the last week of the 

project, childrenɅs author and illustrator Alan 

Nolan will facilitate a fun story session with the 

children.  

 

The Write -Time  

The Write -Time, Fingal Libraries annual celebration 

of creative writing and literature, runs from 1st to 

16th November across Fingal Libraries. Now in its 

ninth year, the festival will feature events for 

writers on how to get a book published as well as 

workshops on screenwriting, poetry, writing Young 

Adult fiction, and how to get creative ideas down 

on paper. This yearɅs festival introduces a new two-

day showcase of author talks in the Carnegie Free 

Library, Swords, on Friday 15th and Saturday 16th 

Novemb er. The Write Time in the Carnegie 

features stellar authors, such as Sinéad Gleeson, 

Claire Kilroy, Christine -Dwyer Hickey and many 

more Ʉϥn ConversationɅ, sharing their creative 

writing process, their journey to publication and 

what inspires them.  

 

Story Streets at Blanchardstown library  

Blanchardstown Library is taking part in a pilot 

programme called ɈStory Streetsɉ, in partnership 

with the local Family Resource Centre (FRC). Library 

staff will pair up with FRC Development Workers to 

create a programme which will engage FRC users 

with th e library and its resources.  

 

The programme will run for 6 -8 weeks. Activities in 

week 1 will take place in the FRC and in the 

following weeks at the Library. Junior and Young 

Adult fiction books will be identified and purchased 

and specific activity packs will be created to help 

the staff in the FRC and the Library to engage 

families with literacy.  

 

Throughout the 6 -week programme, families will 

take part in creative events such as map making, 

arts and crafts, and making personally decorated 

cloth bags working with the maker in residence.  

 



 
 

At the end of the 6 -week programme families will 

have greater knowledge of what the library has to 

offer. Key to this programme will be the 

development of a closer relationship between the 

FRC and the Library.   

 

As part of the programme, staff are being trained 

in story telling by Liz Loughnan and adult literacy 

awareness through DDLETB. Certificates will be 

awarded to children of the families and a 

celebration will be held to mark the completion of 

the programme.  

 

Economic Development  

Fingal Skills Strategy  

 

The new version of Fingal Skills Strategy,  have 

completed consultations with Skills Strategy 

Implementation Group (SSIG), key stakeholders 

and the public, was presented at a briefing session 

to Councillors on the 17 th  of October and to the 

LCDC on the 23rd  October with a request for 

comments/observations by close of business on 

the 31 st of October. It is anticipated that the final 

Strategy will be presented to the full Council at the 

November Council meeting.  

Xplore Your Future Fingal TY Skills Expo 2024  
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The 2024 Xplore Your Future Expo has been 

developed as an action from the Fingal Skills 

Strategy and is aimed at TY students in Fingal 

secondary schools took place in the Helix on the 

15th  of October.  

 

Building on last yearɅs event, the 2024 Expo was a 

huge success with over 80 exhibitors f rom 

institutes of further and higher education, 

vocational schools and industry.  Exhibitors 

included, among others, DDLETB (Dublin and Dún 

Laoghaire Education and Training Board), CDVEC 

(City of Dublin Education and Training Board), the 

National Apprentic eships Office, TUDublin 

(Technological University Dublin), Dundalk 

Institute of Technology (DKIT), Irish Rail, the Irish 

Institute of Music & Song, An Garda Síochána, 

Dublin Fire Brigade, Air Corps, Dublin Airport 

Authority (DAA), Aramex and Wy lde International 

eSports Club.  A diverse range of sectors were 

represented, from Creative Arts & Media, 

Technology and Gaming, Transport & Logistics, 

Engineering, Food, Farming & Hospitality, 

Construction, Local Government, Public Services 

and Sports.  

 

2200 students from 22 Fingal Schools attended this 

hands -on, interactive event where students 

experienced a wide range of further education and 

training options and future potential careers.  

 

 
 

The event has received very positive feedback from 

exhibitors, students, teachers and guests who 

attended on the day who found the Expo very 

engaging.  
 



 
 

Skyla Project  

 

 
 

 
 

The Fingal SKYLA Project Team travelled to Malmo, 

Sweden in September to attend the transnational 

project meeting which focused on sharing further 

Good Practices in the area of skills development. 

The SKYLA Project focuses on the development 

and improvemen t of skills policy for ɈSmart 

Specialisation Skills Ecosystems for the Twin 

Transitionɉ, which has contributed to the update of 

the Fingal Skills Strategy.  Fingal shared a new 

Good Practice of one of the Fingal Skills Strategy 

partners (DCU) called STInt which relates to 

primary school teachers participating in STEM 

Internships. The STEM Teacher Internship (STInt) 

Programme is an iconic partnership between Irish 

education and industry ɀ a globally unique 

programme ɀ and addresses ϥrelandɅs vision for 

globa l leadership in STEM education, citizenship 

and enterprise. Further information can be found 

here: https://stemteacherinternships.ie/  

 

The visit was hosted by SKYLA partners from the 

Skåne, Sweden Team and featured a study visit to 

Genarps Lådfabrik [Pallet factory] Manufacturer of 

load carriers and pallets on a twin transition 

journey as they identify skills gaps and upskill their 

workfo rce in the areas of leadership, management 

and sustainability.  
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Another study visit was to the Faculty of 

engineering, University of Lund where STEM 

students presented the programme ɄLund Formula 

StudentɅ where students design and develop racing 

cars for an international student racing 

competition with the objective to  ɄEvery year we 

start a new project with the goal to design, develop 

and manufacture a top -class racing car during the 

school year, and compete against other universities 

from all over the world.Ʌ 

 
https://lundformulastudent.se/  

 

Economic Development Strategy  

 
 

Following the launch of the Future Fingal Economic 

Development Strategy in September the Economic 

Development team is progressing the 

implementation of actions, including the 

development of a Marketing Plan. Work has 

commended on developing a Sustainable F ingal 

Strategy to promote sustainability measures for 

business.  

 

 

https://stemteacherinternships.ie/
https://lundformulastudent.se/


 
 

URBACT ɀ EcoCore  

 
Fingal County Council continues to lead the 

URBACT EcoCore Project which comprises a 

network of 9 small cities/towns in Europe focussing 

on challenges and opportunities for green growth 

and sustainable economic development along 

transport corridors.  

 

 
 

The Fingal EcoCore Project Team held its 5 th  ULG 

(URBACT Local Group) Meeting with local 

stakeholders in the Bracken Court Hotel, 

Balbriggan on the 24 th  of October.  The ULG Co-

Ordinator presented and shared best practices 

and learnings from the last transnational city visits 

to Tuusula, Finland and Kekava, Latvia.  

 
The ULG members were updated on the upcoming 

ɈBalbriggan ϥnnovation Challengeɉ (Hackathon), 

which will take place in The Lark, Balbriggan on the 

8th  of November. The Hackathon, a deliverable of 

the EcoCore Project is being organised in 

collaboration with Smart Balbriggan and will be an 

all-day event where teams will work together with 

mentors to present their solutions to challenges 

relating to the ci rcular economy.  
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A presentation was delivered to the ULG on the 

Draft Balbriggan Economic Zone Investment 

Guide, which is a test action included in the 

EcoCore Project Plan.  The Investment Guide will 

be a key marketing tool to attract high value 

employment opportunities t o Balbriggan and a 

development guide for potential investors in the 

Balbriggan Economic Zone.  

 
 

The next EcoCore transnational city visit will take 

place in Villena, Spain in November where Fingal 

County Council as lead partner will work with the 

URBACT Secretariate and the Project Lead Expert 

to deliver the projectɅs mid-term review, analysing 

the p rogress made by all partners to -date and to 

agree on any adjustments required to the project 

in the final year.  

 

 
 

A presentation on the Draft Stephenstown (FP 4.A) 

& Folkstown Little (FP 4.B) Framework Plan was 

shared with the EcoCore ULG members along with 

members of the Our Balbriggan Leadership Group 

and local businesses from the Stephenstown area.  

 

The Draft Stephenstown (FP 4.A) and Folkstown 

Little (FP 4.B) Framework is currently open for 

submission and observations on the Fingal Consult 

Portal no later than midnight on the 15th 

November 2024  



 
 

Draft Stephenstown and Folkstown Little 

Framework Plan | Fingal County Council Online 

Consultation Portal  

 

Citizen, Equality, Rights and Values Programme 

(Cerv)  

CERV is an EU Funding Programme for citizensɅ 

engagement and the implementation of EU rights 

and values. Fingal County Council has been 

awarded CERV funding to participate in 2 separate 

projects, which commenced in January 2023 , one 

project has now concluded and the second project 

will conclude in November 2024.  

 

 

 
 

The Fingal Project Team participated in the 

Network meeting from September 24th to 27th 

2024, focusing on Work Package 7: Green 

Transition Needs Synergy, hosted by the 

Municipality of Pregrada, Croatia.  

 

Participants from Cyprus, Greece, Ireland, Italy, 

Romania, Spain, Croatia and Slovenia engaged in a 

series of activities centred on the green transition 

and sustainable development.  
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At a local kindergarten, Dje c↨ji vrtić "Naša radost," 

children and educators showcased their ecological 

initiatives to the partners. Participants also 

explored cultural and community projects at the 

Muzej grada Pregrade, where they learned about 

the cityɅs rich history.   

 

 
 

The Savjet mladih Grada Pregrade shared insights 

into its youth program, including the initiative 

"Take Money and Make Something for Young 

People." This was followed by presentations on the 

recycling yard project and the ecological pool 

construction projec t. 

 

 
 

At the Regional Centre of Competence in Tourism 

and Hospitality CUT Zabok, attendees gained 

practical knowledge through work -based learning 

opportunities. The meeting concluded with a visit 

to the family farm TRAGEC, where participants 

learned about sustai nable agriculture and local 

production practices.  

 

 
 

Green It Your Work  

 

https://consult.fingal.ie/en/consultation/draft-stephenstown-and-folkstown-little-framework-plan
https://consult.fingal.ie/en/consultation/draft-stephenstown-and-folkstown-little-framework-plan
https://consult.fingal.ie/en/consultation/draft-stephenstown-and-folkstown-little-framework-plan


 
 

European Urban Initiative ɀ City To City 

Exchanges  

Fingal has been successful in its application to 

participate in a European Urban Initiative City to 

City Exchange to support the work of its Urbact 

EcoCore Project. The exchange brings together an 

urban authority facing a specific implementation 

challenge (Fingal) and another urban authority that 

has expertise which could help tackle the 

challenge. Fingal have entered in an exchange 

agreement with the city of Nokia in Finland to 

exchange knowledge and best practice on the 

challenge of developing a strategic  eco-industrial 

zone to drive sustainable economic development 

in Balbriggan. The city of Nokia has practical 

experience and proven results in this challenge 

through the development and management of the 

ECO3 industrial zone in Nokia, a bio and circular 

economy pioneer.  The exchanges are planned for 

November and December 2024.  

 

 
 

Sustainable Fingal   

 
 

The EETCD Department are liaising with 

representatives from DCU and DAA to explore a 

work programme for 2024/25 to progress 

collaborative sustainable projects.  Work is 

ongoing to explore opportunities between both 

organisations for synergies in the area o f 

biodiversity and circular economy projects and to 

identify potential funding streams.  
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The Council continues to share the videos 

developed with Techrete and A.forall  in Balbriggan 

on their sustainability journeys to inspire other 

companies to start their journeys.  

 

Work is ongoing on the procurement of 

consultants to prepare the Sustainable Fingal 

Strategy which aims to encourage sustainability 

measures in business.  

 

Smart Balbriggan  

Smart Balbriggan is progressing work under the 

SFI Discover Programme 2024 - Science Week 

having secured funding of ɚ10,000. Smart 

Balbriggan is also co -ordinating the EcoCore 

Hackathon on the 8 th  November in The Lark, 

Balbriggan.  

 

 

 

The Economic Development team co -ordinates 

reporting for the Council as a signatory to the 

Circular Cities Declaration and is advancing circular 

economy principles into the CouncilɅs work 

through the Climate Action Plan, the Urbact 

EcoCore Project, the Fin gal Skills Strategy and the 

Sustainable Fingal Initiative.  

 
CC Declaration | Fingal County (circularcitiesdeclaration.eu)  

Dublin Belfast Economic Corridor  

 

Fingal County Council has been working with DBEC 

partners to update the DBEC website which is now 

live and continues to work in collaboration with 

representatives from DBEC partners to develop 

potential projects for collaboration.  

 

https://circularcitiesdeclaration.eu/cities/fingal-county


 
 

Enterprise Ireland ɀ Smart Regions Funding  

  

 
 

The Council continues to develop 2 no. project 

concepts for feasibility studies in consultation with 

the Enterprise Ireland Smart Regions Fund, 

including applications Under Stream 4 for 

Feasibility Studies/Priming Grants for 

consideration.  

 

LOCAL AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT 

 
 

Fingal Local Community Development 

Committee  

 

The Fingal LCDC continues to oversee and 

administer the key areas of LEADER and SICAP and 

the various Local Development and Community 

Development funding programmes under its 

remit. The LCDC also manages the Healthy Ireland 

Initiative and the Social Enterp rise Grants Scheme.  

 

The LCDC met on the 23rd of October, welcoming 

new PPN members to the LCDC. The LCDC received 

a briefing on the new Fingal Skills Strategy and 

reviewed progress on the implementation of the 

Local Economic & Community Plan (LECP) 2023 - 

2028 and various pro grammes under its remit 

including SICAP, LEADER, the Community 

Recognition Fund and Healthy Ireland.   

 
 

Local Enhancement Programme 2024  

The Local Enhancement Programme 2024, funded 

by the Department of Rural and Community 

Development, has allocated ɚ220,842.98 to 

support community groups and organisations 

within the Fingal administrative area.  
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All recipients have received their allocated funds 

via Electronic Fund Transfer and are now required 

to submit receipts and photographs as proof of 

expenditure.   

 

 

Smoke Free Homes  

Healthy Fingal, the HSE and Empower have teamed 

up to deliver the Smoke Free Homes Challenge in 

Dublin 15 to encourage people to make their home 

or car smoke free. The programme is linked with 

the local primary school (Mulhuddart NS) to 

educate children on the harmful effects of 

smoking/vaping and through a colouring 

competition to encourage them to speak about the 

topic at home with their families. The presentation 

event took place in the school last week with 

students form the school and participants in 

attendance and included a display of some of the 

artwork by the chi ldren.  

 

 
 

 
 



 
 

Community Recognition Fund 2023  

The Community Recognition Fund (CRF) 2023, 

funded by the Department of Rural and 

Community Development, approved the CouncilɅs 

project proposals in March 2023.  Fingal County 

Council has received an allocation of ɚ1,748,912 

for 26 projects across Fingal.  

 

Projects were required to be completed by 18 th  

October 2024; however, a number of projects have 

been granted extensions by the DRCD. Several 

projects have been completed with some in the 

process of closing and the Council continues to 

submit drawdown claims as the projects reach 

completion.   

 

Community Recognition Fund (CRF) 2024  

 

In March the Council received an allocation of 

ɚ1,538,573 in respect of the Community 

Recognition Fund (CRF) 2024. The funding will 

support capital projects which will be delivered 

over the time period 2025/2026. The fund is 

targeted to invest in those com munities, villages 

and towns where the highest level of new arrivals 

are located and where a clear need for investment 

is identified.  

 

The funding is allocated across 3 application 

windows as outlined below:  

 

Application Window 1:  8 community projects in 

Fingal received investment of over ɚ630,000 in 

funding in August.  
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The successful projects to be funded are:  

 

¶ Castleknock Community Centre 

Association CLG for demolition and 

rebuilding of the old credit union building 

(ɚ100,000) 

 

¶ Accessible Transport Project CLG - Locallink 

Louth Meath Fingal for the purchase of a 

community bus (ɚ100,000) 

 

¶ O'Dwyers GAA Club for the provision of 

wheelchair access and development of 

facilities (ɚ100,000) 

 

¶ Hartstown Community Centre for the 

installation of new windows (ɚ102,010) 

 

¶ Foroige - Coastal North Dublin for 

purchase of a mini -bus (ɚ80,000) 

¶ Trinity Gaels GAA Club for pitch 

enhancement including drainage and 

surfacing (ɚ50,007) 

 

¶ Phoenix Football Club for development of 

equipment storage facilities (ɚ50,000) 

 

¶ Skerries Harps GAA and Camogie Club for 

LED floodlighting installation (ɚ50,001) 

 

Application Window 2:  The public call closed on 

August 13th, 2024 and following evaluation a 

number of applications were submitted to the 

Department of Rural and Community 

Development (DRCD) for approval. Applicants shall 

be notified of the status of their application once 

approval has been received from DRCD.  

 

Application Window 3:  The third and final Public 

Call for applications under this funding stream will 

issue in November with a deadline in December 

2024. 

 

The allocation of funding will be a competitive 

process and project proposals will be evaluated by 

the Council for further engagement with the 

applicants to agree the project requirements 

which will then be submitted to the DRCD for 

approval to proceed.  



 
 

SICAP 

 

The annual SϥCAP budget for 2024 is ɚ2,036,355.06 

which includes a separate funding provision for 

new arrivals.   

 
 

The SICAP Oversight Committee meeting took 

place on 10 th  July 2024.  Empower presented an  

overview of the Mid -year report.  The SICAP 

Oversight committee recommended the Mid -year 

Report be brought to the LCDC for approval.  The 

mid-year report was approved by the LCDC.  

 
 

Leader Programme  

Fingal LCDC and Fingal LEADER Partnership are 

responsible for the LEADER Programme 2023 ɀ 

2027 in the Dublin rural area. The Dublin Rural 

LEADER (LAG) includes rural areas in the 

administrative areas of Fingal, Dun Laoghaire 

Rathdown and South Dublin.  

 

 
 

The Dublin Rural LAG met on 17 th  October 2024 

and approved 2 no. Projects for funding and is due 

to meet again in December 2024.  

 

LEADER continues to seek applications from 

Individuals, Farm Families, Rural Businesses, 

Community & Voluntary Groups and Social 

Enterprises. Help is available to guide you through 

the process More details: 

www.dublinruralleader.ie  
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ENTERPRISE CENTRES 

Following an agreement by the Boards of Directors 

of BASE, Beat and Drinan Enterprise Centres to 

consolidate the management of all three centres, 

the Council has formed a new legal entity Ɉϥnnovate 

Fingalɉ to drive innovation and the strategic 

development of the 3 Enterprise Centres.  

 

The Managers of BASE, Beat and Drinan Enterprise 

Centres are participating in the Dublin Food Centre 

ManagerɅs Network which was established in 

conjunction with Enterprise Ireland earlier this 

year.  The aim of this initiative is to strengthen the 

food sector in Dublin with 11 Enterprise CentreɅs 

participating.  The ManagerɅs meet quarterly to 

share knowledge, learnings and best practise and 

discuss the challenges and opportunities in the 

sector to support start up entrepreneurs in the 

food sector.  

 

 
 

FingalɅs Enterprise Centres continue to participate 

in ConnectedHubs.ie a one -stop -shop for remote 

working hubs throughout Ireland.  

 

http://www.dublinruralleader.ie/


 
 

 

 

All three Enterprise Centres have space available to 

start -up businesses and businesses/individuals 

who wish to avail of remote working options and 

facilities. Bespoke options or generic office fitouts 

can be considered. Occupancy rates at the 

CouncilɅs three enterprise centres are all over 90%. 

The three Enterprise Centres currently support 65 

businesses and over 320 direct jobs.  

 

TOWN REGENERATION OFFICE 

Our Balbriggan 2019 ɀ 2030 Rejuvenation Plan ɀ 

A Socio-Economic Strategy  
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The Our Balbriggan Programme Office continues 

to support the Leadership Group in providing 

oversight and stewardship for the planɅs 

implementation and is chaired by Dr. David Begg.   

Following the completion of the ɄReview and 

RenewɅ process in June by the Leadership Group, 

the Economic Development, Public Realm & 

Placemaking,  Education, Skills & Employment, and 

Community Development Pillar Groups have been 

restructured to reflect the implementation 

progress in the programme. A new Pillar Group for 

Sustainability, Climate Action and Bio -diversity 

Pillar has been established also.  

The Economic Development, Education, Skills & 

Employment, Community Development Pillar 

Groups are progressing the review of their 

respective Pillar Workplan objectives and actions. 

The review is due for completion by yearɅs end.  A 

number of on -line engage ment sessions have 

been scheduled to begin the process of 

formulating a new Workplan setting out objectives 

and actions for the newly formulated 

Sustainability, Climate Action and Biodiversity 

Pillar. The first meeting of this new pillar took place 

during October.  

The review process confirmed the extension of the 

Rejuvenation programme until 2030, bringing it in 

line with the funding horizon for the Urban 

Regeneration Development Fund supported by the 

Department of Housing, Heritage and Local 

Government.  

 
 

The Council have appointed contractor John 

Craddock Ltd and work has commenced on the 

redevelopment of the Quay Street, Harbour & 

Environs Project to be completed on a phased 

basis and will take approximately 19 months.  



 
 

The Town Car Park is due to re -open by the end of 

October and will see the return of 67 car spaces. 

Work has also commenced on the construction of 

kiosks at the Harbour.  The refurbishment of the 

RNLI Boathouse has also commenced and is due 

for completion in July 2025.  The Our Balbriggan 

Programme Office continues to provide regular 

updates on the project through Social Media 

Channels and includes detailed information on 

alternative car parking and fre quently asked 

questions. Up to date information on the project is 

available on Balbriggan.ie  

 

Tender pack documents for 2 ɀ 4 Dublin Street are 

currently under review and are expected to be 

issued shortly. 2 -4 Dublin Street is to be 

transformed into a new Creative Hub with 8 

workspaces at 2 Dublin Street and an ancillary 

connected space at 4 Dublin Street which will 

support STEAM education, training and enterprise 

activities supported by Fingal Arts Office & SMA RT 

Balbriggan. Planning permission was granted at 

council in October 2023.  

 
Demolition works on 6a to14 Bridge Street have 

been completed. A temporary Pocket Park has 

been installed at site of the former house at 14 

Bridge Street and has been welcomed locally.  
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An Integrated Design Team has been appointed 

and are progressing work on a design based on 

best possible uses and options in line with site 

constraints. A number of stakeholder engagement 

sessions occurred over the last few months which 

are nearing complet ion.  The   stakeholder 

engagement will inform design options and have 

provided a valuable resource in gaining a wide 

opinion and input from local stakeholders.  

 

  

 

The Programme Office is currently engaging with 

stakeholders in examining options for sea 

swimming facilities in Balbriggan.  

An Internal Project Team has been established 

from the Town Regeneration Office, Our 

Balbriggan and FCC Architects to progress the 

Boathouse and Bathhouse project.  FCC has met 

with local stakeholders and potential end users for 

the Bathhouse and Boathouse  at the Martello 

Tower.  Enabling works have now been completed. 

Full surveys and assessment of the site is being 

completed, which will inform the full works design 

and planning proposal. Engineers have been 

appointed to the project.  



 
 

 
The Our Balbriggan Office continues to generate 

regular and unique content across all social media 

channels, Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, LinkedIn 

with over 12,500 followers across all 4 social 

channels.  

The Town Regeneration Office hosted 60 

architectural students from UCD earlier this 

month.  The students visited Balbriggan to learn 

about the townɅs rejuvenation plans. The students 

were provided with a visual learning experience 

and a presentation on how  the socio -economic 

and architectural rejuvenation of Balbriggan was 

shaped.  The students visited a number of key 

project sites around the town.  

 

Town Centre First ɀ Lusk  

The Lusk Town Centre First Plan, ɈLusk for Lifeɉ, 

was launched by the Mayor of Fingal, Cllr Adrian 

Henchy and the Minister of State at the 

Department of Rural and Community 

Development, Joe OɅBrien, in May 2024.  

 

Following the completion of the Lusk for Life Plan, 

Two applications for Project Development 

Measure funding were submitted to the 

Department of Rural and Community 

Development for their consideration and both 

projects have now been approved for funding. 

Both projects were identified in the Lusk Town 

Centre First Plan and include the development of 

appropriate facilities in LuskɅs parklands and the 

feasibility of the development of a Farmers Market 

in Lusk.  
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ɚ75,000 in total has been approved. A Request for 

Tender is currently being prepared for both of 

these projects, and meetings with local pillar 

groups will be taking place shortly in order to agree 

a strategy.  

 

ϥn October Fingal County CouncilɅs Town 

Regeneration Team welcomed the Town 

Regeneration Officer and her team from 

Roscommon County Council at the Community 

Cultural Centre in Lusk. The meeting focused on 

learnings from the building of the Lusk Community 

Cultural Centre and sharing knowledge on tried 

and tested practices and strategies to rejuvenating 

our town centres.  

 

 
 

Local Government Management Agency 

(LGMA) Visit  

ϥn October Fingal County CouncilɅs Town 

Regeneration Team also welcomed the LGMA 

Project Lead from the National Town Centre First 

Office, to visit Lusk & Rush. The visit focused on the 

teams work around The Town Centre First Plan for 

Rush, progress on Dere liction in Rush, the 

Streetscape Enhancement Scheme, a presentation 

of the Lusk for Life Plans and projects and a visit to 

the Lusk Community Cultural Centre.  

 

Town Centre First ɀ Balrothery  

The Town Centre First Suite of Supports 2024 

included three applications for funding of ɚ10,000 

for establishing and supporting town teams in 

Ballyboughal, Balrothery, and Donabate. A 

consultant was appointed to assist the Town 

Regeneration Office Team in establishing the new 

Town Teams, building their capacity and 

identifying projects for funding opportunities.  

 



 
 

A Town Team capacity building meeting for 

Balrothery took place on the 14 th of October 2024, 

where the Town Team accompanied 

representatives of the Town Regeneration Office 

on a walkabout of the area to provide further 

clarity on aspects of the village that they would like 

to see improved. A discussion was also held on the 

options of placemaking for Balrothery, and 

progress cont inues to be made regarding 

identifying and quantifying key objectives of the 

Team.

Town Centre First ɀ Ballyboughal  

Following on from the successful meetings on 9 th 

and 25 th  September, a third meeting took place on 

23rd October where feedback provided by the 

group in the previous meeting was discussed, and 

progress continues to be made in identifying 

placemaking actions that will benefit the village.  

Town Centre First ɀ Donabate  

The second Donabate capacity building workshop 

took place on 15 th  October where new participants 

were welcomed and an analysis of results of a 

group exercise from the previous meeting was 

carried out. A presentation was given by guest 

speaker Laurence Lord of design and research firm 

AP+E. regarding ways in which lesson s learned 

from previous projects undertaken by AP+E might 

benefit the town of Donabate.  
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Town Centre First ɀ Rush  

Rush has been selected as FingalɅs second Town 

Centre First Town.  

 

A contract between the Town Regeneration Office 

and the Consultant selected to work with the new 

town team is currently being finalised, and capacity 

building meetings are expected to commence 

shortly.  

Town & Village Renewal Schemes  

The Town Regeneration Office is currently 

facilitating two recently approved projects under 

this scheme from 2023. A Phase 4 development of 

Floraville Park in Skerries (ɚ55,800) and upgrades 

to the Rush Community Centre (ɚ64,350) have 

been approved by the Department of Rural and 

Community Development.  

Both of these projects are currently progressing, 

and further updates will be provided in due course.  

 



 
 

The Town Regeneration Office has completed the 

implementation of projects in Rush, Donabate, 

Oldtown, Naul, St. MargaretɅs and Balrothery. With 

respect to these 6 schemes, the local authority has 

invested ɚ282,276.00 in total funding drawn down 

from the De partment of Rural and Community 

Development to support the revitalisation of our 

Rural towns.  

Streetscape Enhancement Scheme 2024  

The Streetscape Enhancement Scheme which was 

launched in April of 2024 has now concluded. A 

total of ɚ18,504 was paid out to eligible businesses 

of approved locations within Fingal, greatly 

enhancing the image of the area.  

 

A new scheme is scheduled to commence shortly, 

and expressions of interest will be sought from 

qualifying commercial and community premises 

located within areas designated as ɈMajor Town 

Centreɉ, ɈTown and District Centreɉ, ɈLocal Centreɉ 

or ɈRural Villageɉ within the Fingal County 

Development Plan 2023 -2029. Under the new 

scheme, up to 75% of the cost of improvements, 

up to a maximum grant amount of ɚ1,500 per 

eligible property, is available, subject to terms and 

conditions.  

 

Further information regarding the new scheme will 

be advertised via social media and the Fingal 

County Council website.  

Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme  

One project was approved under the Outdoor 

Recreation ϥnfrastructure Scheme for 2024, " ɈSea 

Swimming at Skerries Springersɉ. The Town 

Regeneration Office has commenced the study 

process by engaging with local stakeholders, 

gathering, and collating feedbac k to inform future 

options and study scope. Consultant engineers 

have been appointed to assist with the study and 

have met with the local swimmers during August.  

 

A report is currently being complied by the 

appointed consultant Langan Consulting 

Engineers to analyse the ecological environment of 

the area and propose actions.  
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Derelict Sites  

199 statutory notices have issued to owners of 

Derelict properties to the end of September 2024. 

This shows a significant increase in notices issued 

by the Council compared to a total of 28 at this 

point in time in 2023 . 

 

The Derelict Sites team continue to focus on 

engagement with the owners of these existing 

derelict sites and identifying further derelict sites 

across the  county.  

 

 

 
The Town Regeneration Office actively encourages 

the reporting of potential derelict sites. Referrals 

can be made by accessing the Report Form on 

Fingal County CouncilɅs public website and 

emailing the completed form to 

derelictsites@fingal.ie  

97
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LEO Fingal provides a broad suite of support 

services to stimulate enterprise and enable small 

businesses to succeed. Some of the LEO highlights 

for October 2024 are as follows:   

 

Fingal Enterprising Women Network  

 

 

 
 

Over 300 inspiring female entrepreneurs gathered 

on October 17th at the Crowne Plaza Hotel in 

Blanchardstown to celebrate National Women's 

Enterprise Day (NWED). Hosted by Local Enterprise 

Office Fingal on behalf of the four Local Enterprise 

Offices (LEOs) in Dublin, the regional event 

showcased the vibrant and growing community of 

women -led businesses in Dublin.  

 

The Chief Executive, Mayor of Fingal, Senator Emer 

Currie and Minister of State for Business, 

Employment and Retail Emer Higgins attended the 

event. Minister HigginsɅ keynote address 

highlighted the significant contributions of female 

entrepreneurs to the Irish economy and 

emphasised the government's commitment to 

supporting their growth and success.   
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The theme of this year's National Women's 

Enterprise Day was 'Making It Happen'  and the 

programme included a variety of guest speakers, 

female entrepreneurs, lively panel discussion, 

small -business case studies, an exhibition of 

enterprise support agencies  as well as plenty of 

opportunities to network with other female 

entrepreneurs and business owners.   

Celebrated TV broadcaster Mary Kennedy was   

Master of Ceremonies and the featured inspiring 

speakers from several business sectors including 

Lorraine Heskin (CEO of Gourmet Food Parlour), 

Oonagh O'Hagan (MD of Meaghers Pharmacy), 

Fiona Buckley (CEO of She Speaks Agency), and 

Breda McCague (CEO of Aiming4Awesome).  

 

 

Fingal Business Network  

 

The final Fingal Business Network event of 2024 

will take place in the Grand Hotel, Malahide on 

Friday 6th December. The event will have 2 panel 

discussions with the focus firmly on local 

businesses sharing their stories. The event will also 

provide ample opportunity for business owners 

and entrepreneurs to network with other 

businesses over lunch. There will also be an 

opportunity for some of our Showcase exhibitors 

to showcase their wares in advance of heading to 

the Showcase event in the RDS in January.  

 

Student Enterprise Programme  

 

 
 

Second level schools across Fingal are participating 

in this yearɅs Student Enterprise Programme (SEP) 

which involves the setting -up and running of a mini 

enterprise over the course of the academic year.  



 
 

Fingal schools and students have a strong track 

record in the competition, encouraged and 

incentivised by a significant prize fund that 

includes an international educational trip to 

Barcelona for the students and teachers of ɈSenior 

categoryɉ winners. Most importantly, the 

programme offers an exciting opportunity for 

students to learn the ropes of creating a successful 

business, whilst competing at local and national 

level. Each year the Fingal winning projects go on 

to the National Final, where they battle  it out with 

other entrepreneurial students from throughout 

Ireland.  

 

Fingal Business Supports Briefings  

 
 

Thirty four business owners, managers and 

aspiring entrepreneurs attended the October 

Fingal Business Supports Briefing on October 9th 

in the Riasc Centre,  Kinsealy. There was good 

audience engagement on the day with lots of 

questions for staff and mentor s and many people 

stayed around afterwards to take advantage of the 

networking opportunity over refreshments. This 

session is run monthly and allows entrepreneurs 

to hear about the supports available to them from 

the Local Enterprise Office and other state  

agencies. So far this year 614 people have 

attended these information sessions. The next 

Fingal Business Briefing will take place on 

November 6th in the Riasc Centre, Kinsealy.  

 

Food Sectoral Supports   
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Fingal LEO hosts the Q4 Food Starter programme 

for the 4 Dublin Local Enterprise Offices. The Food 

Starter Programme is a vital education and 

networking event for early -stage food businesses. 

The programme consists of one full day in person 

training and 2 half days. The food businesses then 

remain in contact and become part of the Dublin 

Food Chain Network with access to Food 

businesses throughout the Dublin Region.  

 

 

Evaluations and Approvals Committee    

 

The Evaluation and Approvals Committee (EVAC) 

has approved ɚ824,778 across 39 Business 

Feasibility, Priming and Expansion Grants to date 

in 2024.  18 Technical Assistance for Micro 

Exporters grants to the value of ɚ43,100 and five 

Digital for Business grants amounting to ɚ18,900 

have been approved year to  date. The next EVAC 

meeting will be held on 11 th  December 2024.  

 

Management Development  

 

 
 

Eight Fingal SME owner/managers are 

participating in the Autumn Ɉϥnternational Best 

Practiceɉ Leadership for Accelerated Growth 

programme. The programme provides an 

opportunity for SME owner/managers to build on 

the necessary leadership skills and knowledg e 

needed to successfully compete in existing, new 

and international markets. The programme is 

delivered to small groups by way of onsite skills 

development workshops and online workshops. 

As part of the programme, participating 

owner/managers each produce Work Based 

Assessments which document their strategic plan 

and acts as a living document as well as a point in 

time reference for where their business is now and 

the actions they need to take to grow.     

 



 
 

Energy Efficiency Grant Scheme   

 

 
 

The Local Enterprise Office (LEO) Energy Efficiency 

Grant has just been revamped and relaunched 

with several significant changes, the main one 

being its increase from ɚ5,000 to ɚ10,000 and a 

change from match funding to now covering up to 

75% of eligible costs. The Energy Efficiency Grant is 

an excellent opportunity for small businesses to 

continue their business more sustainably and 

efficiently, which will benefit them  in the long run.  

To apply, businesses need to be solvent and 

operating within Fingal for at least six months. Five 

companies in Fingal have so far qualified for this 

grant. Interest in the scheme is very strong, so that 

figure is expected to rise signifi cantly over the 

coming months.  

 

Trading Online Voucher Scheme   

 

 
 

An initiative under the GovernmentɅs National 

Digital Strategy, the Trading Online Voucher (TOV) 

scheme supports small businesses by allowing 

them to enhance their online offering by providing 

a grant of up to ɚ2,500 for ecommerce and digital 

marketing act ivities, as well as giving businesses a 

better understanding of how they can exploit E -

Commerce opportunities for their business.  

 

TOV webinar which took place on 22 nd October had 

122 registered businesses and feedback from the 

attendees was excellent.  
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A total of 95 applications have been approved in 

the amount of ɚ209,570 to date in 2024. The next 

Trading Online Voucher webinar will be held online 

on 5 th  December, clients must attend the webinar 

to apply for the Scheme. Trading Online Voucher 

scheme is currently being wound down, last date 

for applications is 13 th  December 2024. An 

enhanced ɈGrow Digitalɉ initiative to take its place 

before year end (featuring grant value ɚ5k plus 

digital consultancy assignments).  

 

Business Advice Clinics and Mentoring    

 

 
 

LEO Fingal provides one to one business support 

services through Business Advice Clinics and a 

Mentoring programme, both online and in person. 

These services are provided free of charge to small 

businesses. The Fingal mentor panel consists of a 

variety of skilled and experienced mentors from a 

range of business backgrounds.   In October, eighty 

people availed of one -to -one advice in our 

Business Advice Clinics, bringing the total number 

of users of the service this year to 691. Twenty 

three clients received mentoring in September, 

which means that 344 clients have been approved 

for expert mentoring so far this year.   

 

Microfinance Ireland Loans     

 

LEO Fingal provides a loan scheme through its 

partnership with Microfinance Ireland, with loans 

from ɚ5,000 up to ɚ50,000 per approved applicant. 

LEO Fingal is actively promoting the availability of 

loans from businesses that have difficulty raising 

financ e from their bank. Applications are 

processed and assessed by LEO Fingal and 

submitted to MFI (Microfinance Ireland). 

Applications submitted through LEO Fingal are 

eligible for a 1% reduced interest rate of 5.5% APR 

if submitted through the Local Enterpris e Office. 

LEO Fingal has processed and submitted 33 MFI 

loan applications to date in 2024.   



 
 

Training and Events   

 

October continues to show strong attendance at 

the Training and Events organised by Fingal LEO. 

All training is aimed at business owner/managers, 

with over 3,153 participants in LEO Fingal Training 

& Events so far in 2024. The twelfth Start Your Own 

Business course of 2024 has been scheduled to 

commence on 5 th  November and the SYOB 

programme has had a total of 149 participants 

trained year to date with an additional 41 

attendees at the Start -up Bootcamp during Local 

Enterprise Week. Additionally, there have been 

four Social Media and Digital Marketing QQI 

cours es with 64 participants year to date.  

 

Internationalisation and Export Development   

 
The TAME (Exporter) grant enables small 

businesses to explore and develop new market 

opportunities by providing up to ɚ2,500 to 

businesses investigating and researching export 

markets. Eighteen Fingal businesses have been 

approved for Export Grants (TAME) to date in the 

amount of ɚ43,100.   

 

 
 

A new Export Development programme ɈGet 

Exportingɉ is currently being rolled out throughout 

all 31 LEOs, Get Exporting  is designed to support 

companies at every stage of their journey to 

achieve new export sales. Through the Export 

Development Pathway, the aim is to simplify the 

export journey for businesses and help build the 

knowledge, confidence and strategies needed to 

succeed in global markets . 
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Get Exporting  is a collaborative effort between 

the  Local Enterprise Offices,  Enterprise 

Ireland  and delivery partner OCO Global.  

 

An initial recommendation on whether 

participating companies should progress to the 

next stage of the programme based on their 

export readiness assessment, has identified 11 

Fingal businesses.  

 

Grow Digital Voucher  

 

 
 

The Grow Digital Voucher starting on 1 st November 

2024 will offer small and medium businesses with 

up to 50 employees financial support to embrace 

digital technology. A digital for business project 

report must be completed within the previous two 

years. 

 

Funding will be in the form of a grant. The grant aid 

will be 50% of eligible costs with minimum grant 

aid of ɚ500 up to a maximum grant of ɚ5,000 per 

application. Enterprises can be approved a 

maximum of two Grow Digital Voucher projects up 

to a maximum c umulative grant value of ɚ5,000 as 

identified in their Digital for Business project to 

support their Digitalisation journey.  

 

Craft & Design Sectoral Supports   

 

 
 

Showcase Ireland 2025 will take place from 19 th  ɀ 

21st January 2025 at the RDS, Dublin. Showcase is 

presented by Design & Crafts Council Ireland, 

Enterprise Ireland and Local Enterprise Offices and 

supported by the Department of Enterprise, Trade 

and Employment.  



 
 

This four -day trade show is recognised as one 

ϥrelandɅs largest international trade shows and 

offers manufacturers, designers and craft makers 

the opportunity to exhibit their new collections. 

LEO Fingal have been allocated  stands for this 

event. Followin g a selection process, the successful 

applicants have been chosen to represent LEO 

Fingal: Wonderfully Weathery Books, Run Baby 

Run Pottery, Túath Glass, Wineracks.ie and 

OɅRourke Art & Design. These craft & design 

businesses are also provided with trainin g by LEO 

Fingal specifically on sales techniques for craft 

products who are displaying & selling their work at 

exhibitions. The showcase clients from Fingal took 

part in an online workshop on ɈHow to Sell at 

Markets & Pop Upsɉ which took place 9th October 

2024. The workshop covered everything needed to 

know about successfully selling at markets and 

was an excell ent opportunity to get prepared and 

set up for success at the Showcase 2025 event.  

 

In addition, LEO Fingal is examining the possible 

establishment of a Network of Craft and Design 

businesses with a view to developing further 

growth opportunities for this sector.  

 

Fingal Business Network  

 

 
 

The final Fingal Business Network event of 2024 

will take place in the Grand Hotel, Malahide on 

Friday 6th December. The events theme is 

Celebrating Success with the focus firmly on local 

businesses sharing their stories. The event will also 

provide ample opportunity for business owners 

and entrepreneurs to network with other 

businesses over lunch. There will also be an 

opportunity for some of our Showcase exhibitors 

to showcase their wares in advance of heading to 

the Showcase event in the RDS in January.  

 

Page 31 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

OPERATIONS 
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Works Programme  

 

Balbriggan  / Rush -Lusk  /  Swords Area  

 

Balbriggan Area Parks  

 

 
ü Skerries  

 

A newly implemented landscaped area at the 

entrance to Mourne View Estate, Skerries. The 

landscaping scheme was planned following 

consultation with Mourne View Residents 

Association and included within the 2024 

Programme of Works  

 

 
ü Balrothery - Glebe Park  

 

Page 32 

New Steps under construction within the Glebe 

Park Balrothery. This set of steps are replacing a 

muddy steep slope used as a short cut to access 

football pitches in the upper section of the park. A 

longer route sloped path also accompanies this 

new set of steps. 

 

 
ü Balrothery - Glebe Park  

 
Works have commenced to refurbish existing 

perimeter path network within the Glebe Park 

Balrothery. The paths will be widened and finished 

with a tar surface.  

 
Swords Area Parks  

 

 
ü Portrane  

 



 
 

 
ü Portrane  

 

Landscape Improvement Works completed in 

Portrane a s part of the 2024 Programme of Works 

in collaboration with PVRG. Two new raised 

planters & seating installed to match the existing 

plus re -installation of original plaques at the 

Anchor landscaped area.  

 
ü Swords  

 

As part of the 2024 Programme of Works new 

stone planters were constructed beneath existing 

welcome signs.  

 

 
ü Holywell Park Swords  
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As part of the Community Recognition Funding 

scheme, two new Boules Courts have been 

installed within Holywell Park.  

 

 
 

ü Holywell Park Swords  

 

As part of the Community Recognition Funding 

scheme, two x Teq  Ball 2 x Outdoor Table Tennis 

tables have been installed within Holywell Park. 

Additional areas of Calisthenics outdoor fitness 

equipment will accompany these installations.  

 

 
 

ü Holywell Park Swords  

 

As part of the Community Recognition Funding 

scheme, a new MUGGA is under construction 

adjacent to the existing tennis courts in Holywell 

Park.  

 

 
 



 
 

 
ü Santry Demesne  

 

As part of a recent grant funding scheme a 

designated dog off leash area has been installed in 

Santry Demesne. It consists of two segregated 

areas for large and small dogs, seating, and a 

staggered entrance design.  

 

Halloween Stockpiling  

 

The crews across the Balbriggan / Rush - Lusk / 

Swords area have been attending reports of 

stockpiling for bonfires and clearing.  

 

So far there have been 29 reports of stockiling in 

the area from members of the public.  

 

Area Events  

 

Even with the cold weather kicking in the 

Operations team are still processing event 

applications in the public realm, with seven 

outdoor community organised events taking place 

in the area in October, with four of these being 

orienteering.  

  

Area Roads and General Maintenance 

Programme  

 

North County (Balbriggan / Rush ɀ Lusk LEAs)  

Stone works carried out in Balbriggan.  

 

Before:  
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After:  

 
 

Repairs to knee rail at Tayleurs Point, Rush being 

carried out by FCC crew.  

 
Piping works being carried out in Ballyboughal. 

 
Ditch being cleared on the R122 Naul Road.  



 
 

 
Level survey being carried out on the R127 

Blakescross as part of resurfacing works.  

 

 
Scanning for Eirgrid interconnector 220 kilowatt 

volt service on R127 as part of resurfacing works.  
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Swords  LEA 

 

Sandbags being prepared to help with severe 

weather events, such as Storm Ashley.  

 
 

Tree down along the R132 Northbound in Swords, 

taken care of by emergency crew.  

 
 

Tree down in St. Cronans, Swords, attended by 

emergency crew.  

 
 

 



 
 

Tree down in Balheary Park from Storm Ashley.  

 
 

Crews in the area have been busy clearing the leaf 

fall.  
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Resurfacing works are ongoing on the 

Brackenstown Road as part of the Programme of 

Works and are expected to be finished on the 2 nd  

of November 2024. A temporary road closure to 

facilitate works is currently in place.  

 

Howth Malahide Area   

Program me  of Works  

 
 

 
 

 
Footpath works at St. FintanɅs Road Sutton 



 
 

 
 

 
Footpath resurfacing at Sutton Park, as part of the 

2024 Programme of Works.  

 

 
 

 
Resurfacing works at Low Rock, Malahide.  
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Capital Works  

ü Extension of Balgriffin Cemetery  

Clarcon Construction Ltd are currently 

constructing phase 3 of Balgriffin Cemetery. The 

bin bay and boundary wall are complete.  Concrete 

works are 95% complete, and landscaping is 90% 

complete. Work is ongoing.  

 

 
 

 

 
 

 



 
 

Howth Malahide Depot  Works  

FCC roads  crew carrying out footpath works at 

Balkill Park Howth  
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Malahide  Demesne  

Decompaction works around the root zone of 

trees.  

 
 

ü Malahide Green Landscaping Works  

 
Landscaping two beds down at Malahide Green as 
part of the Programme of Works. 

 
 

 
 

Public Conveniences Howth Pier & Malahide 

Beach Toilets  

ü  

ü Malahide Beach Toilets  

The Toilets at Malahide Beach were opened to use 

by members of the public on 16 th  October 2024.    

ü Howth East Pier Toilets  

The toilets at Howth East Pier will be opened for 

use by members of the public on 4 th  November 

2024. 

 

 


