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Chi ef ExecutiveAs

One of our key priorities is delivering housing for the
people of Fingal and the Croi Conaithe scheme is just
one of the mechanisms available to help applicants
realise their ambition of owning a home. Designed
to help bring vacant and underused buildings back
into residential use across the region, Fingal County
Counci l has now approved
payments under the scheme. Since the scheme was
launched, 93 individual households have benefitted
from grants to rejuvenate properties which were
previously va cant or in need of renovations. Up to
50, 000 is available for
properties for occupation as a principal private
residence, or properties which will be made available
for rent. The grant can be increased by a further
22 0, 0 (h® propdrty i$ deemed to be derelict (i.e.
structurally unsound and dangerous). Not only does
the scheme provide the means to give a new lease of
life to homes in need of repair but it also improves
the aesthetic of towns and villages by reducing
instances of vacancy and dereliction. If you have a
project in mind, please talk to our team by
emailing vacant.homes@fingal.ie and enquire about
the Croi Conaithe scheme.

Last month | was very pleased to attend the launch of

a new exhibit which showcases experiences of non -
Irish nationals through a collection of eight
comics. T h e JBuil ding
Beyond Prejudiceij
phase of the SALAAM project which was developed in
partnership with Fingal County Council and the
University of Limerick, Doras, the Immigrant Council
of Ireland a nd the Irish Network Against Racism. Told
through the medium of art, thought provoking stories
and lived experiences promote discussion on
integration and inclusion. Fingal is a richly diverse
county that is home to people from many different
cultures and ethnicities and we all play a role in
welcoming and supporting new arrivals to our
communities. The Fingal Migrant Integration and
Social Cohesion Strategy is overseen by our Fingal
Integration Officers and over 125 actions have been
implemented across the organisation. You can view
the3 Bui l di ng Bridges:
Pr e ] u exhilbtier https://www.fingal.ie/building -
bridges -forging -pathways -beyond -prejudice -
exhibition

For ewo egldgandAs | argest

Bridges:
exhibiti

trad
marks 20 years in January and what better way to
celebrate than to immerse yourself in the musical
offerings taking place in Fingal from 22-26 January
2025. Now in its third year in Fingal, an array  of local
and international talent have graced stages in venues
including Malahide Castle, Swords Castle Chapel, The
Millbank Theatre, Skerries Mill, Draiocht Theatre and

o v e ithe sicpnics Seamus | Enmisn Aris nCenre. a fruther

locations The Lark, Ardgillan Castle, The Abbey
Tavern and Donabate Community Centre have been
included in the programme for January and an
incredible 30 concerts will take place in Fingal over
the weekuAs well astsiwning musical peyfainaaacast
you can expect a special celebration for multi awar d
winning actor, TradFest patron and Fingal resident,
Stephen Rea and a tribute to Barney McKenna whose
talent and musicianship cemented the popularity of
The Dubliners both at home and abroad. Proudly
promoting our culture through traditional music and
spoken word whilst enjoying the festival atmosphere

of TradFest is something that will appeal to all ages
and | look forward to seeing you next January.

The end of October is fast approaching and with that
comes the anticipation for the annual Fingal Festival
of Fire. Each year on Halloween evening, thousands
of spectators are treated to a fun spooky disco
followed by a spectacular fireworks display at
Bremore Castle, Balbriggan, Swords Town
Paskr Mplahidg Patastiway s and Millennium
Parks Blanchagdstowi. Unr additionate dhe firewerks |
display, Fingal County Council supports local
community and voluntary groups to provide
diversionary activities for young people a nd
encourage greater safety through Safer Halloween
events across the county.

To find out what is on in your area you can
consult https://www.fingal.ie/safer -halloween

I hope however you spend Halloween in Fingal and
that you have a safe and enjoyable evening.

Best wishes,

For gi n dAnnMarie kFarely sy CEey ond

and

f

o |
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PEOPLE, CORPORATE AND DIGITAL Wellbeing Update
SERVICES We are pleased to confirm that Fingal County

Council As E mAskisiaypam e rServices
Contents . .
, provided through Spectrum Life has been
People Services . . .
. renewed. The Employee Assistance Service will
Health & Safety Unit . . . .
: continue to provide staff with 24/7 advice, support
Customer Services . . . .
. . and 6 free counselling sessions if appropriate.  The
Building Serv ices L . .
service is also now available to people in t he
CRM .
Digital Services household if they are over 16 years of
9 o age. (Provision of support to those aged 16 and 17
Communications . . . . .
- years of age is to be provided with prior written
Building Facilities

. . parental consent).
Current Judicial reviews

Health & Safety Unit 7z HSU

People Services

Recruitment

People  Services Recruitment  Programme
continues through 2024.

The HSU carried out 30 site safety inspections and
audits for the month of September.  From the start
of the calendar year to date the Unit has
completed 238 site safety inspections and 30
Recruitment Programme 2024 safety audits. The Unit assisted the Training
Section with manual handling training of new
entrants who had recently onboarded into the
organisation. The HSU also engaged with the
Health & Safety Authority who had reached out

Total Recruitment Campaigns

Interviews Held to date

New Starters and sought further information with regard to
Fingal staff acting on HSA reports of inspection on
Promotions Fingal County Council work sites earlier this year.

The HSU to date has completed 112 incident
investigations into workplace incidents, accidents
and dangerous occurrences.

Number of Current Job Offers

Total Recruitment Campaigns

Customer Services

Learning & Development Update

. Customer Care Unit Statistics z July & August 2024
Learning and Development Programme 2024

[January-YTD] Month Total No. | Total No. | Presenting

No of Courses Provided - of Calls | of Emails | in Person
y Sept 8,674 1,128 1,319
Number of Attendees HAC A

Number of Training days

HToOd CRM
Throughout October’ courses will be delivered in Staff continue to work on the Customer Re|a'[i0nship
the areas of Dignity & Equality, Managing Management System (CRM) and issue responses to
Aggressive Behaviour, Outlook, Health & Safety, representations from Elected Members (Councillors,
and more . TDs and Senators) and complaints submitted by the

LlJdzo f AO® ¢KS G20l f y dzY 6 SN
representatons forSeptember wereé314.



The team returned with the Overall Winner trophy
for their work on the use of 3D models and VR
experiences in public consultation. This project
1200 al so won the Smart Cities aw
1000 VR for Libraries project, took home the Education

800 award.
600
400
200

0 CE Innovation Fund z Project Showcase

An event was held on the 16 ™ of September in the
newly refurbished Carnegie Library building in

Swords, to showcase and celebrate the previous
recipients of the CE Innovation Fund. Now in its

third year, the fund was setup to support staff to
The table below shows the total number of Elected trial and test innovative ideas. Past pro jects

aSYOSNEQ NBLINBaSydliazya include; VR for Libraries, Smart Tappable Signage,
Department to date in 202 Weather Stations for Schools, Staff Wellbeing
Packs, Fingal Community Gaming and Digital
Signhage for Beaches.

CRM Totals

1400

= R - R = |

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun  Jul Aug Sept
(743) (875) (882) (1091) (1342) (596) (769) (659) (814)

B CRM Totals

0 g ,
e ? 06 0 0 0 8 0O

Operations  Housingand  Planning &  Environment  Economic, People, Corporate  Architects  Airport Noise  Finance (Blank)

AndWater  Community  Strategic ~ Climate Action  Enterprise, Corporateand ~ Affairs & Competent
Services Infrastructure ~ And Active  Tourism & Digital Governance Authority

Travel  Cultural Dev...  Services

Digital Services

Success at Ireland eGovernment Awards

Fingal County Council won three awards, including
Overall Winner, at the Ireland eGovernment
awards on Thursday the 19 ' of September in the

Radisson Blue Hotel. Members of the Digital At the event we heard from the 2024 recipients
Services department, Aishling Hyland and Lisa about their projects g

Deacon, were there to collect the awards along

with Marguerite Drake from Fingal Libraries Ciara Farrell from Libraries spoke about the
Department. Donabate Community Crafters Project.

ac - - = ntur< Lt
Fonture & 7ok mEE acceniure @ oAt BESS |[ponaBaTE
COMMUNITY
CRAFTERS




Hemerson Ramos from Housing showcased a
proof of concept pilot to enhance processing of
HAP amendments

HAP
AMENDMENTS

Lilian Whelan from Libraries spoke about a new
collaborative project with Libraries and Active
Travel z the Fingal Library Book Bike

Emma Maxwell spoke out a new pilot wellbeing
initiative led by People Services z VR for
Wellbeing.

1 VRFOR
WELBEING

QiecV ¥ W TV I
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VRs Showcase at Culture Night

The Digital Services team was delighted to join the
Arts office in the Carnegie Free Library, North
Street, Swords, to chat to the public about the
Swords Cultural Quarter plans. Attendees had the
option of looking at the miniature model and
renderings of the building and then jump into the
3D mod el on the Virtual Reality headsets . Staff got
positive feedback especially around the use of the
building and how much it A needed in the area.

Balbriggan Innovation Challenge - The EcoCore
Hackathon

Fingal County Council Economic Development and
Digital Services Departments in collaboration with
Smart Balbriggan are running a Hackathon on
Friday the 8" November. FCC are hosting this as a
part of the URBACT EcoCore project in Balbriggan,
which is exploring the development of a green
corridor for industry and encouraging Circular
Economy solutions, startups, companies and hubs
to develop in Fingal and Bal briggan. Visit Eventbrite
to find out more.

BALBRIGGAN

INNOVATION CHALLENGE

.-—-—w

i Day Get ready to brainstorm, innovate, and

network with like-minded individuals
Hackathonm abcucal Viand
Challenge pusiness.

This in-person event is your chance to
make a difference
r futur

and contribute to a

@aigngpm

iss out on this unique
opportunity to showcase your skills
and ideas!

D SMART For More Information
BALBRIGGAN caitlin@what-the-hack.solutions
Bal briggan Science Week:

Science and the Arts collide to educate!

This year Smart Balbriggan will be hosting a series
of SFI funded events for Science Week. The events
take place from 10 to 17 November in various
locations across Balbriggan. Keep an eye on FCC
and Smart Balbriggan social media channels for
further inform ation.



Funding Applications: New European Bauhaus
Fingal County Council has participated in a funding
application to take part as a pilot location to test
innovative solutions to support co -designing of
public spaces. The New European Bauhaus:
Empowering  Neighbourhoods  (NEBourhood)
project aims to increas e the adoption of innovative
codesign methodologies for public spaces,
ensuring these approaches are accessible and
adaptable to diverse local contexts and community
needs. If the funding application is successful and
EU funding is awarded, FCC would be on e of six
municipalities to test solutions.

Communications

The Communications Unit provided support for
the Economic, Community, Housing, Operations,
Planning, Corporate, Arts, Tourism, Sports, Active
Travel, Environment, Integration, Libraries, Events
and Our Balbriggan sections during September.

A Corporate Plan workshop was also supported by
the Communications Unit while 12 consultations
and one survey were uploaded onto the Fingal
Consultation Portal. Two students from the
Masters in Strategic Communications and Public
Relations course at Dublin City University
completed their three month Intra work placement
with the Communication Unit.

Website

The fingal.ie had 119,425 \visitors during
September which was a six per cent increase on
the figure recorded for August. There were
249,803 page views which was an increase of one
per cent on the previous month.  The most popular
pages were Planning Lists, Affordable Housing and
the Howth Maritime and Seafood Festival. The
average time spent on the site was one minute and
59 seconds.
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Social Media

The five corporate social media channels now have
an accumulated following of 82,870 which is a rise
of 1% since September 30.

Facebook has 36,659 followers, X has 23,803,
Instagram has 10,999, LinkedIn has 9,909 and You
Tube has 1,500 subscribers.

Videos

The Communications Unit is now relaying the
webcast of Council As
order to increase public access. A recording of the
broadcast meeting can be accessed from the

Council As You Tube channel

videos during September including one about the
new housing development at Monastery Court,
Lusk and another about the ongoing works at
Quay Street Balbriggan. There were also two
Sustainable Fingal videos and another about the
Fingal Integration art exhibition.  All the videos can
be accessed at
https://www.youtube.com/@FingalCountyCouncil
Video/videos .

Press Releases

The Communications Unit issued 21 press releases
in September. Among the press releases issued
were ones on the launch of the new Economic
Strategy; the Draft Area Plan for Flemington,
Balbriggan; the opening of Rush Multipurpose
Youth Facility; Marathonkids; and the Ongar Bike
Library .

Al {

Media Queries

The Communications Unit responded to 33 media

queries in September. Topics included Dublin
Airport, Housing, lllegal Parking, Dog Wardens,
Culture Night and Slurry Spreading.

meet i


https://www.youtube.com/@FingalCountyCouncilVideo/videos
https://www.youtube.com/@FingalCountyCouncilVideo/videos

Irish Language

We continue to fulfil our commitments to
promoting lrish within the Council and the County
and providing Irish Language services to the public.
A further 17 staff members have commenced
Gaelchultdr courses in September, after 13 people
completed courses ea rlier this year. The weekly
Irish language staff lunch continues to be popular
and many Fingal staff have signed up to the new
Gréasan Gaeilge na hEarnala Poibli (Irish Language
Network in the public service). Many of our
Libraries and Community Centres f acilitate Irish
Language classes and groups on a weekly basis.

Building Facilities
Energy

Blanchardstown Grove Road  (11kwp PV Array)
since installation in May 2023 has generated
23.01 MWh.

The Period Jan 2024 7 Sept 2024 has generated
7.53 MWh.

Equivalent of planting 15 trees and a CO2
reduction of 10.95t

County Hall (11kwp PV Array) since installation in
March 2023 has generated 20.88 MWh.

The Period Jan 2024 z Sept 2024 has generated
7.69 MWh.

Equivalent of planting 14 trees and a CO2
reduction of 9.92t
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Curr ent Judicial Review Cases z October 2024

Mayeston Hall Management Company Limited by Guarantee  -v-
Fingal County Council, Ireland and the Attorney General
2024/505JR

Kimpton Vale Limited -v- an Bord Pleanala and Fingal County
Council High Court Record No. 2022/390 JR

Christian Morris v. An Bord Pleanala, Fingal County Council and
Trafalgar Capital Limited High Court Record No. 2022 1074 JR

Graymount House Action Group, Darragh Richardson, and
Aoife Grimes v An Bord Pleanéla, Fingal County Council, the
Minister for Housing, Ireland, and the AG  High Court Record
Number 2022/1107 JR

Joan Reynolds and Edel McDonough -v- Fingal County Council
High Court Record No 2023/372 JR

MKN Properties Limited and another  -v- Fingal County Council
High Court Record No. 2023/373 JR

daa plc -v- Fingal County Council High Court Record No
2023/383 JR

Fiacre O Cairbre -v- An Bord Pleanéla, Garlandbrook Limited,
Alcove Ireland Four Limited, and Uisce Eireann
High Court No 2023/570 JR

daa plc -v- Fingal County Council and the Irish Aviation
Authority High Court Record No. 2023/916 JR

Friends of the Irish Environment CLG and SMTW Environmental
DAC-v- the Minister for Housing Local Government and
Heritage, Ireland and the Attorney General and the Office of
Planning Regulator and Fingal County Council High Court
Record No 2023/1047 JR

Ni al I OAConnor an d-v-@GreBoa Pleahata@nd K
Fingal County Council High Court Record No 2023/1122JR

Erigo Limited and Joseph Flood -v- Fingal County Council and
others High Court Record No 2023/1233 JR

Timothy Fitzgerald and James Fitzgerald -v- Fingal County
Council Record No 2023/1236 JR

Kinwest Limited -v- An Bord Pleanala, Minister for Housing
Local Government and Heritage, Ireland and the Attorney
General and Fingal County Council High Court Record No.
2023/1206 JR

Kinwest Limited -v- An Bord Pleanala, Minister for Housing
Local Government and Heritage, Ireland and the Attorney
General and Fingal County Council High Court Record No
2023/1207 JR

Klnwest Limited -v- an Bord Pleanala, Minister for Housing
Local Government and Heritage, Ireland and the Attorney
General and Fingal County Council High Court Record No.
2023.1208 JR

Ailsa Sexton -v- An Bord Pleanala and Fingal County Council
High Court Record Number 2024/690JR

Noel Murphy v An Board Pleanala, Fingal County Council and
Kilshane Energy Limited . High court Record N o. H;JR;2024/883

Nicola Byrne v Fingal County Council, An Bord Pleanala, the
Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government,
Ireland, and the Attorney General, High Court Record

Number 2024/342 JR




ECONOMIC, ENTERPRISE, TOURISM &
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TOURISM DEVELOPMENT

Tourism Results for Summer 2024

Failte UrelandAs barometer
takes into account the tourism results and visitor
numbers for summer 2024. The barometer report

is based on a sample survey of over 1000 different
tourism sector operators. The operators include
Accommodati on, Visitor Attraction, Sports &
Activities, Restaurants, tour operators, cafes and
festivals.

There is no precise figure for Fingal, but the Fingal
Tourism sector is represented in the Dublin
figures, compared to the other regional
destination brands (Ancient East/Hidden
Heartlands/Wild Atlantic Way). In Dublin 49% of
Operators report that visitor numbers are down on
the same period in 2023.

m Up on 2023 m Same as 2023

BT
waw

Down on 2023

Dublin

49%

48%

54%

56%

Base: 964
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Other findings:

9 The worst affected cohort in the sector is Food
and Drink, which of 64% report less foot -fall

T Also disappointing were visitor attractions of
which 43% report reduced footfall

i Particular markets that have reduced footfall
are domestic (Republic of Ireland) -47%, Great
Britain -57%, and Germany -48%

Failte Ureland has concluded
this year Further consi der
the Fingal-based tourism businesses overall is

needed, and the results for the Fingal Heritage

properties which have separately reported a poor

June, Juy and August.

Food Network Kitchen visit

The Fingal Food Network visited the Howth Castle
cookery school for a hands -on kitchen
demonstration, gaining further insight into the
main items that are prepared on site as part of the

cooking school.
report

he

for t summer

The group also received a tour and talk by the
historian z Daniel Eglington -Carey looking at the
history of the Castle.

The group will proceed with an AGM later in
October as they agree a more formal structure to
work on behalf of the Food & Drink sector in Fingal.



EVENTS
Howth Maritime Festival

We undertook an extensive survey of attendees at
Howth Maritime Festival to research attendees
satisfaction levels, suggestions for improvements
and travel options. Highlights include: 70%
travelled by public transport, 43% were tourists,
96% of the survey s said that Howth Maritime
exceeded or met their expectations.

Train most likely used by people to access Howth Festival 4

1in 4 respondents travelled by car, with older age groups significantly maore likely to drive.

Transport to Festival

1832 3550 55+ MALE FEMALE

Ir=121} in=115] in=bd) =181 (n=18%)

S e [ 2 5% 5% 5% i
= o [N = 14 v s an 19%
e s [l 15% [ 5% ] 1%
wale [l s & 5 % % 0%

55 ole |15 b ) 0 i3 1%

ot 3 . 1% . 1%

Family days, street markets, community events what people want

Sporting and environmentally focussed events requested the least by respandents.

Other festivals people would like organised

18-34 35-54 55+ With Kids  Without Kids
in=121) {n=115} -t} [n-126) =174}
Farnily Fun doys [ 3¢+ 1% 53% BIEY S0% %
Strest markels | 31 3% 7% b 2% v
Communily Festivats - NN 2% 2% 2% 0% ™ 2%
seazonal celebrations [N 2+ W% 1% 2% 3% 5%
Cultural workshops I 23 3% 2% Bk pri %
Outdoor concerts [N 2% 0% u% 20% 1% i)
Frwironmental focused [ 17 12% 2% 8% 12% 21%
Sporting based (D 15% 1% 1% 125% 05 1%
Gther [ 3% 0 L 5 4 P
D't know 2% 2% 2% 8 14% 0%

Experience of the Howth Festival was almost universally positive €

Accessibility & parking were noted as areas with most issues for future consideration.

Experience of Festival o 51 S Wi Without
[n-111} (n-1150 [n-08) in-17 In-174]

BuzzfVite of the festival - |INEEEEEEE - 5% 96% 33% 5% 908

Cleanfiness, aceess Lo bins clc | IKEEEEG— "k 91% Ll si% u1%
Variety of things to co | ENENEN 1% 9% X 934 o 0%

Fecling of satety | ;- T a3% 88% a5, 6%
Cuality of food and crink - I i/, 2% 2% 82% % 20%
Aty to move around freelyfeasly  IEEEEG— 1% % 0% 7% u% 75
Range of foved and drink on ol e+ I (1% 8% 8% HI% 8% 5%
Value for money - [ 7% 0% % 1% 7% 1%

Public transportfparking IR :+% 4% 568 5% 52% %
aceessiole for mnsility impzired | <3 4%, 41% 4% 4% 7%
Mone of these | 2% 3 N 3% 1% 3%
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Festival of Fire 2024

, FINGAL @
i FESTIVAI. OF FJKE -

~

™~

\nns\mwm PARK, BEKIND THE CAS

o

'IPMS[AR\ DISCO, 71,5001 FIREWORK

B -
Y-
S v - MALAMIDE CASTLE
N 7PM SCAQY DISCO, 7.30PH FIREWOQKS

BALBRIGGAN - BREMORE CASTLE
7PM SCAQY DIRCO, 7.30PH FIREWORKS

MILLENNIUM PARK, BLANCHERDSTOWN
P ARVADINGD, To30P RINEWORKS

FIND OuT MORE
EVENTSINFINGAL.IE

MAKE SURE TO WEAR YOUR HALLOWEEN COSTUME AND BRING YOUR TORCH

Festival of Fire will take place in four venues across
the County on Thursday 31 st October; Millennium
Park, Bremore Castle, Swords Town Park &
Malahide Castle. Scary discos start at 7pm followed
by the fireworks at 7.30pm

Festival & Event Funding Scheme 2025

Festival & il Camnari corae i'i‘
Events [ = ki =
Funding -

Scheme

2025

Find Out More & Apply Online on
www.EventsinFingal.ie

The Festival and Events Funding Scheme 2025 is
now open with a closing date of late December.
Successful applicants will be informed in January,
allowing time to plan their festival and events in
2025.



Christmas Event Programme 2024

THi5 WEEKERT CAST‘-.E doae

11am to 6am

The Events Unit are currently working on an
extensive programme for Christmas across the
County. Including markets in Swords Castle &
Shackleton Garden, Santa Events and Christmas
Tree illuminations countywide. We will have an
extensive list of all Christm as events countywide at
the November Council meeting.

HERITAGE PROPERTIES
Skerries Mills

SKERRIES ECO FESTIVAL 2024 Oty
VISIT OUR N
CTIV y ‘ L0 w
AT THE SKERRIES MILLS 2, P &
FARMERS MARKET e oS
- A A AM FRI27TH - SUN 29TH

SEPTEMBER 2024

%’%{ f,’j?; GET ALL THE INFORMATION

Skerries Mills co-hosted an Eco Weekend in
conjunction with  Sustainable Skerries on
September 28 ™ This special edition of the weekly
market featured eco -friendly crafters and traders,
information stalls, free gardening advice and
information  talks on renewable energy,
biodiversity, and bugs with live music adding to the
atmosphere.

Skerries Mills  will  welcome the Skerries
Community Garden Scarecrow Festival later this
month on October 20 ™. With a host of free
activiities for all the family including face painting,
arts and crafts and a scarecrow competition it is
sure to be well attended and all are welcome.
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Ardgillan Castle
A new website for Ardgillan Castle has launched at
www.ardgillancastle.ie . This was achieved with the

assistance of Failte Ur el

that deliversij scheme, i
participant.

WOy LENUIIDY Iy A WIES R WOIED /0

The upgraded website presents an attractive and
engaging online presence for the property with
more multimedia content and encourages visitors
to book their attraction tickets ahead of time, while
also providing ample practical and historical
information o n the Castle and Gardens.

Halloween Offering at Newbridge House

@

ol

07 % e 0078 R 0" 00" R e B0

A Halloween themed farm tour designed for young
visitors will run from October 26 " to November 3 ™
at Newbridge House and Farm. The Scarecrow
Stroll will feature a trail of spooky scarecrows and
Instagram photo ops for a gentler Halloween
experience.


http://www.ardgillancastle.ie/

Courtyard Kitchen to open at Newbridge
House and Farm

THE

COURTYARD NEWBRIDGE
KITCHEN | o

YOU'RE INVITED

THURS | 24th Oct, 2024
DAY at 1PM until 2:30PM

Join us as we launch our new Cookery
School, hosted by Donal Skehan

2024 to matijasevich-pauline

Newbridge House & Farm is diversifying the
offering to visitors and has a new space for food

classes housed in the eastern range of the historic

courtyard buildings. This state of the art demo

kitchen, designed to blend sympathetically with its

heritage su rroundings, is the perfect location to

host farm -to-fork feasts, culinary masterclasses,
wine and dine events and nutritional workshops.

The Courtyard Kitchen is a brand new offering for
corporate and private events in Fingal. Enquiries
can be made by email to
events@newbridgehouseandfarm.com

The event space will officially open on Thursday
24™ October with a launch event hosted by
celebrity cook and Fingal resident Donal Skehan.

Malahide Castle and Gardens VIP Visitors in
September

Governor of Florida Ron de Santis, Mayor of
Atlanta Andre Dickens and the Australian

Ambassador to Ireland the Hon Gary Gray AO and

their families and guests all enjoyed recent Castle

tours, showing how VIPs enjoy the peaceful and

discreet tourism offering at the site.
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Halloween Offering at Malahide Castle

The Haunted Trail at Malahide Castle and Gardens
runs on October 26 ™ and 27" offering a midterm
break experience tailored to younger children.

Miniature Art Collection at Malahide Castle

et

MALAHIDE

25TH A CASIER GRS
OCTOBER Book onlinéatmalahidecastieandgardens.ie

For a limited time, Malahide Castle is hosting the
George and Madeline Long Miniature Collection.
Step into the turret room and experience the
castle's 19th and 20th -century ambiance as it
would have been originally decorated with these
miniature portraits

CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT
Arts

Public Art

John Kindness returned to Balbriggan to develop
further research with project architects PKA for his
new sculptural works for Quay Street & Harry
Reynolds Road.


mailto:events@newbridgehouseandfarm.com

Artist Funding & Support

Four Writers selected for the Irish Writers
CentreAs National Mentoring
Fingal County Council Arts Office have partnered

with the lIrish Writers Centre to offer valuable
professional development opportunities to writers
through t he Uri sh Writers
Mentoring Programme.

This year, four writers ? Sam Furlong Tighe, Beth
Storey, Joshua Manuel-Oni, and Mary Lennon ?
have been selected to receive eight months of one -
on-one literary mentoring from a renowned lIrish
writer of their choice.

Arts Act Funding

The Arts Office is currently reviewing the Arts Act
Grant Scheme in preparation for its relaunch in
mid -October.

As part of the process, past recipients were invited
to attend one of two consultation sessions, on
Tuesday 10" and Saturday 14" September, in
Carnegie Library. Over 20 individuals, community
groups and organisations were represented and
offered invaluable insights into their experiences
with the scheme.

After a national call out, 39 writers have been
selected from over 400 applicants. Fingal Arts
Office funds the literary mentorships along with

the Arts Council of Ireland to guarantee that the

best applicants from the county would be selected.

This fundin g ensures the selected writers receive
this transformative mentorship free of charge,

fostering both personal growth and the literary

reputation of the region.

Fingal County Council and Ardgillan Castle
Studio Award 2024 -2025 Recipient Announced

Fingal County Council, in partnership with Ardgillan
Castle, is delighted to announce Genevieve
Howard, a visual artist, maker and musician living

and working in Fingal, as the recipient of the 2024

Fingal County Council and Studio Award Studio
Award.

All the feedback gathered will be incorporated into
the updated guidelines and online form to ensure
the application process is comprehensive,
transparent and supportive of the arts community.
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Swords Youth Choir (SYC), a dynamic ensemble of
secondary school students aged 13 to 18,
celebrated diversity and youthful talent in 30-

minute performance. SYC provided an evening of

musical excellence showcasing the rich tapestry of
voices from SwordsA young co

This prestigious award provides a funded studio
space for the period of one year and offers the
recipient an opportunity to develop their practice
within the institutional framework of the RHA.

This significant award includes provides a funded
studio space for the period of one year and offers
the recipient an invaluable opportunity to develop
their practice in supportive environment.

Un addition, this year As aw®draidchtal so i ncludes a a&5,000

bursary, which commissions the artist to create

work for a solo exhibition to mark the culmination Draiocht As Autumn Progr amme

of the residency. Drafocht As Autumn season ha:
start with sold out shows in Dublin Fringe Festival

Carnegie Library as well as a very successful programme for Culture
Night 2024. Our headline event, curated by local

Culture Night singer/songwriter, Asha Ari, was very well attended
by a diverse audience aged between 8 and 80

Culture Night at the Carnegie Library offered two years. Titled, Blanchards town Resonance, this was

exciting events showcasing local talent and future a real celebration of the range of young and

cultural developments. The future of the Swords diverse talent from the area. Plans to hold a

Cultural Quarter will remain on display in an similar event twice a year in Draiocht are in train.

exhibition of plans and models of Swords Cultural Fingal artist, Joanne Beirne was awarded the Fingal

Quarter. Arts Office/Studio Award and has taken up
Residence in DraiochtAs Stud
December 2024. Using plaster and steel as her
core materials, BeirnesA wor

Draiocht As next Exhibition e
StitchA opens on Oct oshosvn 30t
in both Ground and First Floor Galleries. This is a

group show, featuring Fingal based artists, and

focuses on stitching and embroidery with its roots

in womenAs stories.

Mat t SzczerekANs Dance Resid
Fingal County Council and the Arts Council)

returned after the summer break to once again

Page 11 work with 21 classes from 7 Dublin 15 schools on

a new dance piece for <child




Szczerek will also facilitate workshops for children
over the Halloween break.

A showing of the
project, will take
Saturday 28th September at 12 noon. Invites to
same have been sent to Councillors and Executive
in Fingal.

Drafocht As full Aut umn

has a wide variety of theatre, dance, music, film,
comedy and work from our local groups for our

audiences to enjoy in their local arts centre. Our
extensive programme of education workshops

and family days, a nd our gallery programme in
addition. Full details www.draiocht.ie

Seamus Ennis Arts Centre

Un September
season with the majority of events transitioning
back to the inside spaces. We are off to a promising
start to the new season with most events very well
subscribed.

Music

Daoiri Farrell was a sellout gig at 91 attendees on
12th September z a fantastic start to our Autumn
season, as all events move back inside for the
Autumn/Winter.

Three Tennessee Tenors, this country show sold 72
tickets on 13th September
Austin Walkin Cane, a blues performance, sold 71
tickets on 14th September
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documentary
pl ace

T S E AGummy/imter s

No Crows performed on the 27th and 28th of

September to 88 and 83 audience members

respectively.

made on the UYNESTA

i n ThBfirsaTiraditohal Stows Sdglsaon af thehpwaseason o n
took place on 15th September with 26 participants

in person and 34 joining on zoom from across the
globe!

p e r fSiogin Sessians gisp oetumed nwitle Séamus O

Flathartha as our first guest of the new season. 19
registered in person and 7 on zoom.

Art Exhibition
Diana Marshall range of landscapes and still life
exhibited in the Easter Snow gallery during August
and September.

it As
Classes
Music Classes began again for another term with 60
students across Uilleann Pipes, Guitar, Fiddle, Tin
Whistle and Harp.

Our Céili Beag parent and toddler sensory music
class began again on the 13th of September and
was fully booked with 13 parents and children.

Art Classes with Noel Manning also began a new
term and is popular as always with 23 across two
classes.

Cinema

Film Thursdays started again for another season
with Farewel |l to HughesA
52.

dr



Culture Night

Journalist John Robb, who coined the phrase
JBritpopi was in
founder of the Hope Collective in Dublin. An
extremely interesting event that completely sold
out in advance.

In addition, we held our first Pop Up Gaeltacht of
the season as part of Culture Night, with tae, caife,
brioscai agus comhra!

Workshops and Other Events

The Harvest Food Fair took place on Sunday 29th
September had 18 food stalls including homemade
cordials, baked goods, kombucha, fresh flowers,
handmade sauces and preserves, cheese, seafood,
chocolate, crepes and dumplings! We had steady
footfall througho ut the day, even in the middle of a
storm warning.

We held a sold -out Willow Basket Workshop on
28th September. This event is always very popular,
with beautiful outcomes.

Libraries
Magic of Stories
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The third year of the Magic of Stories, Fingal
LibrariesA ChildrenAs Li
bang on Saturday the 28th of September. Over

2,100 families descended on Swords Castle with

gueues forming from 10.30am

This festival aims to give children across Fingal
access to the best in Irish authors, illustrators, and
books in the safe environment of Swords castle.
The festival village consisted of the tall tales tent,
the story tent, the Chapel, the book doctor clinic,
the little library tent and the creative zone, with
everywhere a buzz of activity on the day.

Entertainment roamed the grounds in the guise of
the Snails Trail, the wonderful Fanzini Brothers
circus entertainers and Cup of Focals, and children
could even access a mobile Planetarium.

tera



Featured authors included Alan Nolan, Leona
Forde, Eve McDonnell, Derek Landy, Chris Judge,
Tarsila Kruse, Sarah Bowie, Paddy Donnelly, Marita
Conlon -McKenna, Niamh Sharkey, Owen Churcher,
Sarah Sparkles, Margaret Anne Suggs, and Mary
Murphy.

The creative zone featured graffiti art, tie dye t -
shirt  workshops, Childvision and creative
colouring. The library tent, as well as showcasing
all that Fingal libraries has to offer, hosted a
Creation station with Mary Murphy and Niamh
Sharkey where kids of all ages got to release their
creativity. A fantasy map making workshop with
Esther completed the line up in the library tent.

Children in attendance also got the chance to meet
the authors and received a book to be signed by
their favourite writer. This is one of the most
important aspects of the festival aiming to give
children access to books and to foster literacy and
a love of literature in the home.

Al so on the day, 3Made i
created with Chris Judge and the students at Fingal
Community College was launched by the Mayor of
Fingal, Clir Brian McDonagh, with the whole of the
TY class taking to the stage to celebrate this huge
achievement. A mural based on this novel will
adorn the hoarding on the construction site of the
SCC in the coming weeks.

Autumn/Winter Events

libraries.
fingal.ie
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What's on in Fingal Libraries!

S Mirgyal Bestijal oHisgorya p hi ¢

The Autumn/ Winter programme of events will take
place in libraries in Fingal up to the end of the year.
Events for children include storytelling, design
workshops to celebrate Open House Dublin Junior

Weekend, Irish language workshops, sensory -

friendly wo rkshops, arts and crafts, music
workshops and festive puppet
Programme includes STEM workshops for Space
Week (4th z 10th October) Maths Week (12th z 20th
October) and Science Week (10th z 17th
November). The Big Bear Planetarium will a Iso be
visiting Blanchardstown Library. Events for adults
include courses on art, chair yoga and Tai Chi.
Malahide, Blanchardstown, and Swords Libraries
will host career advice sessions. There will be talks
from Birdwatch Fingal and Bat Conservation
Ireland. On the theme of sustainable living,
Blanchardstown Library will host a talk on ethical
fashion, and a clothes swap event, while Malahide
Library will host a sustainable Christmas outfit
demonstration.

novel

Fingal As eighth annual
launched by the Mayor of Fingal, Clir. Brian
McDonagh, at the Carnegie Free Library, Swords
on 10th September 2024. This year, the festival will
run from Monday 1st to Sunday 13th October 2024
throughout libr ary branches, with a History at the
Library Day taking place on Saturday 5th October
in the newly refurbished Carnegie Free Library on
North Street, Swords. A pop -up museum and a
heritage trail has been included in the programme.
The festival will also see the re-launch of Fingal
Studies, a local history journal dedicated to
recording the history of Fingal, from the earliest
times to the present day. Fingal Studies will be
distributed through libraries during the festival
with an e -book version also availab le through
BorrowBox.

shov

Fest



The Write -Time Family Literacy Project
Fingal Libraries is delighted to continue its family

The Write-Time literary festival for readers and literacy project in November with parents and

writers takes place this year over the first two children selected by St. Lu
weeks in  November in library branches, Tyrrelstown. Literacy specialist Stephen Brett and
culminating in a showcase of events in the his colleague Colm OADoONROV &
Carnegie Free Library, Swords, on Friday 15th and children and parents to read together for fun. The

Saturday 16th November. There are events for mobile library service will be present so families

writers on how to get a book published as well as can join the library and choose books. In the last

workshops on screenwriting, poetry, writing young week of t he project, children.
adult fiction, and how to get creative ideas down illustrator Alan Nolan will facilitate a fun story

on paper. session with the children.

For readers, there is a brilliant line -up of stellar
writers gUn Conversation,/bultu}ep\“ﬁhltuding Katriona
OASul I'i van, a ugeling memoif Podrrh e best

international best -selling author Christine Dwyer
Hickey, Wendy Erskine, Claire Kilroy, and Kevin
Curran. The Write-Time is sure to provide
inspiration for all those interested in the written
word.

Malahide Library, Blanchardstown Library,
Balbriggan Library and Fingal Local Studies and
Archives celebrated Culture Night on Friday 20th
September with well -attended family -friendly

events, including childre
storytelling, exhibitions, an d a local history talk.
Dublin Climate Action Week There were live music performances from the
Fingal Libraries celebrated Dublin Climate Action Balbriggan Gospel Choir in Balbriggan Library, and
Week (9th to 15th September), with events for the Blanchardstown Brass Band and Craobh Sli
schoolchildren and adults. Dublin Climate Action Dhala in Blanchardstown Library. Fingal Local
Week aims to showcase and inspire climate action Studies and Archives hosted an open evening
across the Dublin region. Primary school children showcasing their services and resources with a
in Blanchardstown and Balbriggan took part in genealogist answering questions about how to
climate action and bio -diversity workshops with research family history.
the Rediscovery Centre. Author and ecologist
Padraic Fogarty gave a talk in Blanchardstow n Economic Development

Library and there were also screenings of Irish
Documentary Film YA Note fRngal SNisSttalegyAN i n three
libraries .

The Council is preparing the next Fingal Skills

Sustainable Development Goals Week Strategy, having completed consultation and
UrelandAs third Sustainabl gurvegsedyring thepswemer The Skills Strategy
(SDG) Week takes place this year from 20th z 29th Implementation Group met on the 10 ™ September
September. To mark this week, the Sustainable Life where they reviewed and discussed the
School will give talks on reducing plastic, consultation findings.
sustainable fashion, and sustainable food in
Blanchardstown and  Malahide Libraries. Fingal's TY Student Skills Expo 2024, in
Biodiversity in Schools will be hosting workshops collaboration with DCU, is set to take place on
for schools in Swords, Sker ries, and Baldoyle on October 15th at The Helix, DCU. This dynamic one -
increasing awareness of Irish biodiversity. day event is designed to showcase future
education pathways and skill development
Page 15 opportunities to Transition Year stu dents across

Fingal.



Building on the success of last year's event, this
year's Expo promises to be even more impressive,
featuring additional stalls, enhanced interactive
experiences, and a broader range of career
possibilities for students to explore.

With notices sent to all secondary schools in Fingal,
over 2,000 students have already registered to

attend this exciting event .

Skyla Project

& lnterreg
mem Euiope

Co-funded by
the European Union

interres R it
SKYLA

Smart Specialisation Skills Ecosystems
for the Twin Transition|

I R T

Fingal SKYLA Project Team recently travelled to
Malmo Sweden on 23" 7 25" September to share
our second round Good Practice on our journey for
JSmart
Twin Transitioni
Practice of the STEM Internship which our
Stakeholders DCU facilitate over the summer
bre ak annually on Campus in DCU.
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Specialisation Ski
Fingal

The STEM Teacher Internship (STInt) Programme is
an iconic partnership between Irish education and
industry z a globally uniqgue programme z and
addresses UrelandAs visi
STEM education, citizenship and enterprise.
Further informat ion can be found here:
https://stemteacherinternships.ie/

The visit started with introductions from the Skane
Team and Magnus Thure, Media Evolution (the
venue). Then a study visit to Genarps Ladfabrik
[Pallet factory] Manufacturer of load carriers and
pallets on a twin transition journey working with
sustainabi lity and skills development.

The next study visit was to STEM students at the
Faculty of engineering, University of Lund. Lund
Formula Student 7z student racing team
representing Lund University. Every year we start a
new project with the goal to design, develop and
manufacture a top -class racing car during the
school year, and compete against other

universities from all over the world.

https://lundformulastudent.se/

Economic Development Strategy

Engmt Couny
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Following the launch of the Future Fingal Economic
Development Strategy in September the Economic
Development is progressing the implementation
of actions, including the preparation of a
Marketing Plan and work on developing a
Sustainable  Fingal Strategy to  promote
sustainability mea sures for business.

URBACT z EcoCore

g

| S |

EcoCore

Projec
Fingal County Council continues to lead the
URBACT EcoCore Project which comprises a
network of 9 small cities/towns in Europe focussing
on challenges and opportunities for green growth
and sustainable economic development along
transport corridors.

The Fingal EcoCore Team recently attended their
third and fourth transnational city visits to Tuusula

in Finland 16th z 18" September and Kekava in
Lativa, 18™ 20" September. Both cities have similar
sustainable  development challenges along
strategic transport corridors.

Our meeting in Tuusula commenced with a speech
by the Mayor Kalle Ikkelda and Kristina Salo,
Director of Competitiveness, Tuusula municipality,
then the delegation participated in workshops
addressing Profiling and the Ecosystem, Actions in
the Horizontal Themes EcoCore review progress
and next steps.
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They also visited the inspirational Housing Fair
Area and learned first hand the challenges that
Tuusula face in the Housing Market.

Delegates then transferred to Riga where they met
with | eaders of the | ocal
EcoCore team. Delegates visited the Gurnicas
Plastic Recycling Plant and the boiler house of SIA
"Kekavas nami
the use of renewable energy sources for district
heating. Del egates al so
sai mnieciba" to |l earn of t
the company's operational needs.

Delegates were brought to The Forest Gallery
which is a part of Baldone walking trail and

features 34 paintings by participants of Baldone

Art Plenaires. The Forrest is part of the Sustainable
Tourism in Baldone (Riekstukalns Hill Ski Resort,
Walking Trail s etc).

The visit finished up with an inspirational talk by
JRiga TechGirl sj
aimed at educating and inspiring women & girls
about all things digital.  https://rigatechgirls.com/

" in Valdl auc¢i
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Citizen, Equality, Rights and Values Programme
(Cerv)

CERV is an EU Funding
engagement and the implementation of EU rights
and values. Fingal County Council has been
awarded CERV funding to participate in 2 separate
projects, which commenced in January 2023 and

will continue for 18 mon ths.

Citizens, Equality,
Rights and Values
programme

GREENIT
YOUR WORK

v

L European
Commission

*
*

Green It Your Work

The Fingal Project Team participated in the
Network meeting from September 24th to 27th
2024, focusing on Work Package 7: Green
Transition Needs Synergy, hosted by the
Municipality of Pregrada, Croatia.

Participants from Cyprus, Greece, Ireland, Italy,
Romania, Spain, Croatia and Slovenia engaged in a
series of activities centered on green transition
and sustainable development.

At a local kindergarten, Dje cjivrti¢" NaSa r ad o3

children and educators showcased their ecological
initiatives to the partners. Participants also
explored cultural and community projects at the
Muzej grada Pregrade, where they learned about
the cityAs rich history.
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The Savjet mladih Grada Pregrade shared insights
into its youth program, including the initiative

"Take Money and Make Something for Young
People." This was followed by presentations on the
recycling yard project and the ecological pool
construction project.

At the Regional Centre of Competence in Tourism
and Hospitality CUT Zabok, attendees gained
practical knowledge through work -based learning
opportunities. The meeting concluded with a visit
to the family farm TRAGEC, where participants
learned about sustai nable agriculture and local
production practices.




IncluseU

The InclusEU project aims to encourage volunteer
action as a social response for an inclusive Europe.
The final event, a visit to the town of Heerlen, The
Netherlands, took place last week with partners

from Italy, Ireland, Poland, Hungary, Spain,
Portugal and Romania in attendance. Fingal was =
Represented by Fingal As Sp'

Fingal Coordinat or and Foroige and the four days
of site visits, discussion and presentations ended
what has been a fantastic project.

The EETCD Department are liaising with
representatives from DCU and DAA to explore a
work programme for 2024/25 to progress
collaborative sustainable projects. Work is
ongoing to explore opportunities between both
organisations for synergies in the area o f
biodiversity and circular economy projects and to
identify potential funding streams.

European Urban Initiative z City To City Two videos were developed with Techrete and
Exchanges A.forall in Balbriggan on the sustainability journeys
Fingal has been successful in its application to of these two companies. These videos were
participate in a European Urban Initiative City to released as part of Dublin Climate Action Week.
City Exchange. The exchange brings together an Also as part of Dublin Climate Action Week and the
urban authority facing a specific implementation Urbact EcoCore Project a breakfast briefing
challenge (Fingal) and another urban authority that YSustainability in BusinessA
has expertise which could help tackle the Court Hotel, Balbriggan on the 12 ™ September, in
challenge. Fingal have entered in an exchange association with Fingal Chamber and Balbriggan
agreement with the Clty of Nokia in Finland to face Chamber of Commerce. The event was very well
the challenge of developing a strategic eco - attended and featured speakers fro m Fingal LEO
industrial zone to drive sustainable economic on grants available to business, from Baldoyle
development in Balbriggan. The city of Nokia has Training  Centre  on new  sustainability
practical experience and proven results in this microcredential courses and Mark Kane, CEO of
challenge through the development and Sustainabil -IT as well as panel discussion with
management of the ECO3 industrial zone in Nokia, Atteyeh Natanzi from Techrete, Richard Dunne
a bio and circular economy pioneer.  The from A.foralland M ark Kane from Sustainabil -IT.
exchanges are planned for November and

December 2024. The Economic Development also spoke at the

Malahide Chamber Sustainability Event on the 27 ™
Page 19 September in the Grand Hotel, Malahide.



Work is commencing on the procurement of Enterprise Ireland  z Smart Regions Funding
consultants to prepare the Sustainable Fingal

Strategy which aims to encourage sustainability Entepppise

measures in business. Ireland

Smart Balbriggan The Council had submitted a number of concept

proposals to the Enterprise Ireland Smart Regions
Fund, including applications under Stream 1 for
Capital Unfrastructure UUnves
Enterprise Centres and Under Stream 4 for
Feasibility Studie s/Priming Grants for
consideration.  However, following further
discussions with Enterprise Ireland and onsite

visits by Enterprise Ireland to the three enterprise
, centre, it has been agreed to pursuing two

CIRCULAR applications  for Smart Regions Funding

Smart Balbriggan is progressing work under the
SFI Discover Programme 2024 - Science Week
having secured funding of &

' application s for feasibility studies.
LOCAL AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT
The Economic Development team co-ordinates zcw’";
> 3
reporting for the Council as a signatory to the ~ a8
Circular Cities Declaration and how to incorporate L C D C
circular principles into the Cou il hrough

Committee

the Climate Action Plan, the Urbact EcoCore

Project, the Fingal Skills Strategy and the Fingal Local Community Development
Sustainable Fingal Initiative. Committee

The Fingal LCDC continues to oversee and
administer the key areas of LEADER and SICAP and
the various Local Development and Community
Development funding programmes under its
remit. The LCDC also manages the Healthy Ireland
Initiative and the Social Enterp rise Grants Scheme.

CC Declaration | Fingal County (circularcitiesdeclaration.eu)

Dublin Belfast Economic Corridor

“ The LCDC met on 4™ September 2024 to review
' progress on the implementation of the Local
ECONOMIC CORRIDOR Economic & Community Plan (LECP) 2023 - 2028
and various programmes under its remit including
Fingal County Council hosted the Political Advisory SICAP. The next LCDC meeting is scheduled for the
Group meeting of DBEC partners in County Hall on 23 October 2024.
the 17" September where representatives met to
discuss the ongoing work of DBEC and potential
projects for collaboration. ¢ | AnRoinn Forbartha
' (| Tuaitheagus Pobai
At this meeting it was agreed that the Mayor would Flngul 44| Department of Rural and
take the co-chair position of the PAG for the ¢7 | Community Development

forthcoming year.
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Local Enhancement Programme 2024 Community Recognition Fund 2023/2024

The Local Enhancement Programme 2024, funded The Community Recognition Fund (CRF) 2023,
by the Department of Rural and Community funded by the Department of Rural and
Devel opment , has all ocat edonen2u2n0i,t8y4 2D EPOVBe | a mme nt
support community groups and organisations project proposals in March 2023. Fingal County
within the Fingal administrative area. Minister Joe Counci l has received an all/l

OABrien TD announced the sfar26mpmjectsfaaross Fipgaloj ect s,

appro

which will receive essential funding to enhance
their facilities.
All recipients have received their allocated funds
via Electronic Fund Transfer and are now required
to submit receipts and photographs as proof of
expenditure .

Fingal

Smoke Free Homes

Healthy Fingal, the HSE and Empower have teamed
up to deliver the Smoke Free Homes Challenge in
Dublin 15 to encourage people to make their home
or car smoke free. The programme is linked with
the local primary school (Mulhuddart NS) to
educate children on the harmful effects of
smoking/vaping and through a colouring
competition to encourage them to speak about the
topic at home with their families. 26 families have
gotten involved with the project which will
culminate in a presentation day in Mulhuddart in
October and a display of some of the artwork by
the children.

Woodlands for Health

The final Woodlands for Health programme of
2024 will come to an end this October. The
progr amme has seen
Mental Health Servi ces and a group from Empower
attend weekly in Newbridge Demesne. The
programme, which targeted older adults and
young people with mental health difficulties
brought people together in a calm and relaxing
environment with information and support around
reduc ing alcohol and quitting smoking/vaping. The
success of the programme will hopefully see and
expansion in 2025 to include the Dublin 15 area
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groups

Projects are required to be complete by 18 ™
October 2024 and work is progressing on the
implementation of the projects with the Council
submitting an initial drawdown in 2023 of
243,000 wi th a
approximately 2425,000
works completed to date in 2024. We ex pect to
l odge cl aims of
next few weeks. A number of project extensions
have been approved by DRCD where works were
delayed due to procurement or ground conditions
over the summer.

Community Recognition Fund (CRF) 2024

In March the Council received an allocation of
1,538,573 i n respect
Recognition Fund (CRF) 2024. The funding will
support capital projects which will be delivered
over the time period 2025/2026. The fund is
targeted to invest in those com munities, villages
and towns where the highest level of new arrivals
are located and where a clear need for investment
is identified.

The funding is allocated across 3 application
windows as outlined below:

Application Window 1: A number of community
prbjécte Mh FihdalerecelVed Eidvestment of over
630,000 in
Minister for Rural and Community Development,
Heather Humphreys TD.

further
s ub mi

approxi mat el

of

fundi MgAugust hyo u n c €



The successful projects to be funded are:

1 Castleknock Community Centre
Association CLG for demolition and
rebuilding of the old credit union building
(2100, 000)

1 Accessible Transport Project CLG - Locallink
Louth Meath Fingal for the purchase of a
community bus

1 O'Dwyers GAA Club for the provision of
wheelchair access and development of
facilities

1 Hartstown Community Centre for the

installation of
9 Foroige - Coastal North Dublin for
purchase of amini -b u s

(2100, 000)

(2100, 000)

(280, 000)

SICAP

The annual SUCAP budget
which includes a separate funding provision for
new arrivals.

The SICAP Oversight Committee meeting took
place on 10™ July 2024. Empower presented an

overview of the Mid -year report. The SICAP
Oversight committee recommended the Mid  -year

new wi n dRepursbe breuyyhd td thedLTDQ for approval.

The Mid-year report was approved by the LCDC.

N " "
N )lin Rura i c
q Trinity Gaels GAA Club for pitch o " '.’. Dublin Rural ?Jﬂ:gh‘:ha' N
enhancement including drainage and 0""", ) LEADER Our Rural '  J
surfacing (250, 007) N Future
1 Phoenix Football Club for development of
equi pment storage facil iLeadesRrog@asmseo, 000)

1 Skerries Harps GAA and Camogie Club for
LED floodlighting

Application Window 2:  The FCC public call closed
on August 13th, 2024. The evaluation meeting took
place on 30™ August, after which the successful
applications were submitted to the Department of
Rural and Community Development (DRCD) for
approval. Applicants shall be notified of the status

of their application once approval has been
received from DRCD.

Application Window 3:  The third and final Public
Call for applications under this funding stream will
issue in November with a deadline in December
2024. The allocation of funding will be a
competitive process and project proposals will be
evaluated by the Council for further engagement
with the applicants to agree the project
requirements which will then be submitted to the
DRCD for approval to proceed.
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Following the outcome of the Local Development

i nst alghkafely (0D%) selécfoR précdsd Fingal LCDC and

Fingal LEADER Partnership were selected to run
the LEADER Programme 2023 z 2027 in the Dublin
rural area. The Dublin Rural LEADER (LAG) includes
rural areas in the administrative areas of Fingal,
Dun Laoghaire Rathdown and South Dublin.

The new LEADER programme launched at the end
of February, following the signing of the LEADER
Funding Agreement by the Minister for Rural &

Community Development, Heather Humphreys,

TD.

f

or



The next Dublin Rural LAG meeting will take place
on 17" October 2024.

Applications are sought from Individuals, Farm
Families, Rural Businesses, Community &
Voluntary Groups and Social Enterprises. Help is
available to guide you through the process More
details: www.dublinruralleader.ie

MAKING A £ teaver
LEADER APPLICATION

ONLINE INFORMATION SESSION ] \-%

ENTERPRISE CENTRES

Following an agreement by the Boards of Directors
of BASE, Beat and Drinan Enterprise Centres to
consolidate the management of all three centres,
the Council has engaged Legal Expertise to
facilitate the formation of the new legal entity

JUnnovate Fingalj and has

with the existing boards of directors with a view to
the formation of an interim board of directors to
oversee the formation and implementation of
JUdnnovate Fingal}

The Managers of BASE, Beat and Drinan Enterprise
Centres are participating in the Dublin Food Centre

Manager As
conjunction with Enterprise Ireland earlier this
year. The aim of this initiative is to strengthen the
foodsect or in Dublin with

share knowledge, learnings and best practise and

Net wor k whi ch

Fingal As Enterprise Centres
in ConnectedHubs.ie a one -stop-shop for remote
working hubs throughout Ireland.

Nuos o?ﬂ?H\;).nwF}

Porercetuns ) e TIETORRTI ) INETSOTWIWET ¢

@

t Fingal Hubs Connected — a brand that
and Drinan. Elevate your work experience, connect
thrive personally and professionally!

NN

Introducing:

was Fingal Hubs
Connected

Ent

Chare knowedigo, 1earmings and best practse and \\9 \9 \? \?

discuss the challenges and opportunities in the
sector to support start up entrepreneurs in the
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All three Enterprise Centres have space available to
start-up businesses and businesses/individuals
who wish to avail of remote working options and
facilities. Bespoke options or generic office fitouts
can be considered. Occupancy rates at the
C o u n c irde Angerptisé centres are all over 90%.
The three Enterprise Centres currently support 65
businesses and over 320 direct jobs.


http://www.dublinruralleader.ie/

TOWN REGENERATION OFFICE
Our Balbriggan 2019 7 2030 Rejuvenation Plan 7
A Socio-Economic Strategy

The Our Balbriggan Programme Office continues
to support the Leadership Group in providing

oversight and stewardshi
implementation and is chaired by Dr. David Begg.
Foll owi ng t he compl eti on

RenewA pr ocess Leadership@reup, by

the Economic Development, Public Realm &
Placemaking, Education, Skills & Employment, and
Community Development Pillar Groups are to be
restructured to reflect the implementation
progress in the programme. A new Pillar Group for
Sustainability, Climate Action and Bio -diversity
Pillar is being established also.

The Leadership Group met in September and
received updates on the Public Realm/URDF
projects, Governance and Communications . The
Economic Development and Education Skills &
Training Pillar Groups met in September and have
begun the process of reviewing their respective
Pillar Group workplan objectives and actions.

The review process confirmed the extension of the
Rejuvenation programme until 2030, bringing it in

line with the funding horizon for the Urban

Regeneration Development Fund supported by the
Department of Housing, Heritage and Local
Government.

The Council have appointed contractor John
Craddock Ltd and work has commenced on the
redevelopment of the Quay Street, Harbour &
Environs Project to be completed on a phased
basis and will take approximately 19 months. The
Our Balbriggan Programme Office continues to
provide regular updates on the project through
Social Media Channels and includes detailed
information on alternative car parking and
frequently asked questions. Up to date
information on the project is available on
Balbriggan.ie

Tenge[)qack dchmgnts fobq L4 Rug)lin Street are
currently under review and are expected to be
oisfsue thhQél 2024R e2v'i 4equIin aSHe&at is to be
ttrﬁrbsformed into a new Creative Hub with 8
workspaces at 2 Dublin Street and an ancillary
connected space at 4 Dublin Street which will
support STEAM education, training and enterprise
activities supported by SMART Balbriggan and the
Fingal Arts Office. Planning permission was

granted at council in October 2023.

Demolition works on 6a tol4 Bridge Street have
been completed. A temporary Pocket Park has
been installed at site of the former house at 14
Bridge Street and has been welcomed locally.




An Integrated Design Team has been appointed
and are progressing work on a design based on
best possible uses and options in line with site
constraints. Early and on -going stakeholder
engagement continues which will inform design
options.

The Programme Office is currently engaging with
stakeholders in examining options for sea
swimming facilities in  Balbriggan.

An Internal Project Team has been established
from the Town Regeneration Office , Our
Balbriggan and FCC Architects to progress the
Boathouse and Bathhouse project. FCC has met
with local stakeholders and potential end users for
the Bathhouse and Boathouse at the Martello
Tower. Enabling works have now been completed.
Full surveys and assessment of the site is being
completed , which will inform the full works design
and planning proposal. Engineers have been
appointed to the project.

The Our Balbriggan Office continues to generate
regular and unique content across all social media
channels, Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, LinkedIn
with over 12,500 followers across all 4 social
channels.

Page 25

e QOur Balbriggan - Get Involved
Pablished by Agcracuise
o

01
Oreat to see the swim shalter & shawer being used s0 well cver these last few woeks, a
fantastic acdition to the Front Beach,
Improvements 10 accesshility at the Front Beach and infrastructure along the coastline are set
1o continue with the commencement of design wark for 3 boardwalk and an engineer
appainted ta progress tha refurbishment of the Baathouse & Bathhause at the Martelio Tawer.

Firgal County Council

See ingights and ads

OD falbriggan Tidy Towns and 173 ather

\’} Lar Bailte ar dTis

@20 .
(%\, Town Centre First
Town Centre First z Lusk
The Lusk Town Centre Fi

was launched by the Mayor of Fingal, Cllir Adrian

Henchy and the Minister of State at the
Department of Rural and  Community
Devel opment, Joe OABrien

rst



Following the completion of the Lusk for Life Plan,

Two applications for Project Development

Measure funding were submitted to the

Department  of  Rural and Community
Development for their consideration. Both these

projects have now been approved for funding

These projects were identified in the Lusk Town

Centre First Plan and include projects focusing on

the devel opment of appropriat
parklands and the feasibility of the development of

a Farmers Mar ket i n Lusk. a7
been approved.

In May 2024, under Measure 1: Town Centre First

Suite of Supports 2024, three applications for On 26 September the first Donabate Town Team
funding of 210,000 per Vil lcggcRy BURIAgE woRkdhBp Raé ehéid fath the
respect of establishing and supporting town teams Community Centre in Donabate where a
in - Ballyboughal, Balrothery, and Donabate. A presentation on Town Centre First was given by the
consultant was app ointed to assist the Town Town Regeneration Officer and further
Regeneration Office Team in establishing the new expressions of interest were sought from
Town Teams, building their capacity and member s of the community.

identifying projects for funding opportunities.

Town Team Meetings for Balrothery have taken
place on the 9™ and 23" of September 2024 to
finalise the Town Team and agree a strategy to
identify key objectives of the Team.

Town Centre First z Rush

At the National Town Centre First Day held 28 *
February in Limerick, the Minister for Rural and
Community Development, Heather Humphries
T.D. announced that Rush had been selected as
Fingal As second Town Centre
Regeneration Office welcomes the selection of
Rush as a Town Centre First Town and engagement
with the Local Elected Members, the Community
and the Business Sector in Rush will be invited
shortly to establishing a new Rush Town Team.
This new Town Team will prepare a new Town
Centre First Plan for Rush.

An initial capacity building Town Team meeting

took place on 9 " September for Ballyboughal. A
Town Team has been established and a second
meeting took place on 25 ™ September where
further progress was made.
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A consultant has been selected to work with the Streetscape Enhancement Scheme 2024
new Town Team in supporting the Town
Regeneration Office in delivering a new Town
Centre First Plan for Rush.

Streetscape Enhancement Scheme 2024 was

launched in April 2024 and expressions of interest

were sought from qualifying commercial and
community premises located within areas
designated as J3Major Town C
Di strict Centreij, JLocal Ce
within the Fingal County Development Plan 2023 -

2029. Under the scheme, up to 50% of the cost of
improvements, up to a maximum grant amount of
21,500 per eligible property
terms and conditions. A total of 41 applications

were received by the closing date, 32 of which

received offers of funding.

To dat e, a total of 15,979
approved businesses under the scheme. A further
Town & Village Renewal Schemes scheme will be announced in October.
The Town Regeneration Office is currently
facilitating two recently approved projects under Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme
this scheme from 2023. A Phase 4 development of One project was approved under the Outdoor
Floraville Park in SkerriesRgGrissatgigon Hmfgr asptgiraCytelsr €  Sc
to the Rush Community Cent3¥W MMM 38b) SkPyd i es Sprin
been approved by the Department of Rural and Regeneration Office has commenced the study
Community Development. process by engaging with local stakeholders,

gathering, and collating feedbac k to inform future
options and study scope. Consultant engineers
have been appointed to assist with the study and
Town and Villqge have met with the local swimmers during August.
Renewal Scheme

Derelict Sites

173 statutory notices have issued to owners of
Derelict properties to the end of August 2024. This
shows a significant increase in notices issued by
the Council compared to a total of 23 at this point

in time in 2023.

The Derelict Sites team continue to focus on

The Town Regeneration Office has completed the engagement with the owners of these existing
implementation of projects in Rush, Donabate, derelict sites and identifying further derelict sites
Ol dt own, Naul, St. Margar et Acsossahe dounBal r ot hery. Wi th
respect to these 6 schemes, the local authority has

invested ©282,276.00 in total "e“"‘3%3‘222?.‘:‘3:‘1’3;:‘::"2222““e“'

from the Department of Rural and Community
Development to support the revitalisation of our
Rural towns.
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- - The attendees eagerly engaged in networking and

Year on Year Cumulative Derelict . . .
Si 5 discussions about marketing and how to attract
ites Statutory Notices Issued up . . )

to End of August 2024 more customers using all the online tools available
to them. The event concluded with a buffet lunch,
which allowed for  further networking and
conversations. Feedback for the session has been
resoundingly positive and the next Fingal Business
— Network event will be the Christmas event in early
T s December. Details will be announced soon.
Established by LEO Fingal in Summer 2022 , Fingal
Business Network meets quarterly.

The Town Regeneration Office actively encourages
the reporting of potential derelict sites. Referrals Student Enterprise Programme
can be made by accessing the Report Form on
Fingal County Council As
emailing the completed form to
derelictsites@fingal.ie

. o)
Oifig Fiontair Aitigil
Local Enterprise Office

LEO Fingal provides a broad suite of support
services to stimulate enterprise and enable small
businesses to succeed. Some of the LEO highlights

for September 2024 are as follows: There has been a significant increase in Second
level schools across Fingal signing-up f or t hi s
Fingal Business Network Student Enterprise Programme (SEP). 1t is

anticipated that a record -breaking number of
more than 28,000 students nationally will
participate, by setting -up and running a mini
enterprise over the course of the academic year.

Fingal schools and students have a strong track
record in the competition, encouraged and
incentivised by a significant prize fund that
includes an international educational trip to
Barcelona for the students a
categoryi;i wi n nimpodantly, HKhe st
programme offers an exciting opportunity for
students to learn the ropes of creating a successful
business, whilst competing at local and national
level. Each year the Fingal winning projects go on

to the National Final, where they battle it out with
other entrepreneurial students from throughout
Ireland.

The Fingal Business Network Event was attended
by over 120 Business Owners and Entrepreneurs
on Wednesday 25th September in the Clayton
Hotel Dublin Airport. The topic for the event was all
things Digital for Small Businesses and a lively talk
was given by Marketing expert Greg Fry.
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mailto:derelictsites@fingal.ie

Fingal Enterprising Women Network Fingal Business Supports Briefings

Local Enterprise Office

Lo

tm& — One hundred and thirty one business owners
e ".*‘, 'y 7 ' % om managers and aspiring entrepreneurs attended

N 0 ~ 'R the September Fingal Business Supports Briefing
on September 4th in the Riasc Centre, Kinsealy.
There was great audience engagement on the day
with lots of questions for staff and mentors and

many people stayed around afterwards to take

advantage of the networking opportunity over

LEO Fingal is hosting National Women's Enterprise refreshments. This session is run monthly and
Day (NWED) on Thursday, 17th October on behalf allows entrepreneurs to hear about the supports

of the four Dublin Local Enterprise Offices. Taking available to them from the Local Enterprise Office
place in the Crowne Plaza Hotel Blanchardstown, and other state agenci es. So far this year 580
this annual Dublin NWED eventis a highlight in the people have attended these information sessions.
business calendar for enterprising women across The next Fingal Business Briefing will take place on
the region and offers a unique opportunity to October 9th in the Riasc Centre, Kinsealy.
celebrate female entrepreneurship. Food Sectoral Supports

The theme of this year's National Women's
Enterprise Day is 'Making It Happen' and the
programme includes a variety of guest speakers,
female entrepreneurs, lively panel discussion,
small-business case studies, an exhibition of
enterprise support agencies as well as plenty of
opportunities to network with other female
entrepreneurs and business owners.

Celebrated TV broadcaster Mary Kennedy will be

this year's NWED Master of Ceremonies, while a On Wednesday 18 ™ September, the 4 Dublin Local

number  of inspiring speakers from several Enterprise ~ Offices accompanied 20 food
business sectors will also feature including businesses to the JdLunchj

Lorraine Heskin (CEO of Gourmet Food Parlour), to learn about the latest innovations in food
Oonagh O'Hagan (MD of Meaghers Pharmacy), service and food product packaging and
Fiona Buckley (CEO of She Speaks Agency), and distribution. The group also visited Eataly and the

Breda McCague (CEO of Aiming4Awesome). Shoreditch markets. The event was organised by
the Dublin Food Chain, an initiative of the LEOs in

partnership with Bord Bia.
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Evaluations and Approvals Committee The Local Enterprise Office (LEO) Energy Efficiency
Grant has just been revamped and relaunched

The Evaluation and Approvals Committee (EVAC) with several significant changes, the main one

has approved 724,278 acrbesng34 t Bushoesase from a5,
Feasibility, Priming and Expansion Grants to date change from match funding to now covering up to

in 2024. 16 Technical Assistance for Micro 75% of eligible costs.

Exporters grants to the value of 39,400 and three
Digital for Businessgrant s amounti ng t oThe EBergp Eficiency Grant is an excellent

have been approved year to date. The next EVAC opportunity for small businesses to continue their

meeting will be held on 2 " October 2024. business more sustainably and efficiently, which
will benefit them in the long run. To apply

Management Development businesses need to be solvent and operating

within Fingal for at le ast six months.

LEADERSHIP FOR N
ACCELERATED GROWTH

(O

O
Difig Fiantair Aitidil 3
Local Enterprise Office

Trading Online Voucher Scheme

Eight Fingal SME  owner/managers are
participating in the Autum
Practicej Leadership for
programme which commenced on September 17
The programme provides an opportunity for SME
owner/managers to build on the necessary
leadership skills and knowledge needed to
successfully compete in existing, new and
international markets. The programme is delivered

to small groups by way of onsite s Kills
development workshops and online workshops.

As part of the programme, participating An initiative under the Go
owner/managers each produce Work Based Digital Strategy, the Trading Online Voucher (TOV)
Assessments which document their strategic plan scheme supports small businesses by allowing

and acts as a living document as well as a point in them to enhance their online offering by providing

time reference for where th  eir business is now and a grant of up to 82,500 for
the actions they need to take to grow. marketing act ivities, as well as giving businesses a

better understanding of how they can exploit E -

Energy Efficiency Grant Scheme Commerce opportunities for their business.

More than 70 businesses attended the latest TOV

C3
st ) B> ' seminar in person on 6 ™ September in Riasc,
EHYCIENRA . -4 Kinsealy. A total of 88 applications have been
PUT Al i " approved in the amount of @&
ENERGY |NTO ’ ‘ 2024. The next Trading Online Voucher webinar
EFFlClENCY _ I will be held online on Tuesday 22 ™ October 2024,
FIND OUT MORE AT: clients must attend the webinar to apply for the
LOCALENTERPRISE.IE/ENERGY

Scheme.
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Business Advice Clinics and Mentoring

LEO Fingal provides one to one business support
services through Business Advice Clinics and a
Mentoring programme, both online and in person.
These services are provided free of charge to small
businesses. The Fingal mentor panel consists of a
variety of skilled and experienced mentors from a
range of business backgrounds. In September,
sixty six people availed of one -to-one advice in our
Business Advice Clinics, bringing the total number
of users of the service this year to 604. Twenty one
clients received mentoring in September, which
means that 321 clients have been approved for
expert mentoring so far this year.

Microfinance Ireland Loans

LEO Fingal provides a loan scheme through its
partnership with Microfinance Ireland, with loans

from a5, 000 up to a50, 000

LEO Fingal is actively promoting the availability of
loans from businesses that have difficulty raising
finance from their bank. Applications are
processed and assessed by LEO Fingal and
submitted to MFI (M icrofinance Ireland).
Applications submitted through LEO Fingal are
eligible for a reduced interest rate. LEO Fingal has
processed and submitted 26 MFI loan applications
to date in 2024. A government decision in May
2024 announced the doubling of the maxi mum
loan available from MFI funding, rising from
225,000 to 250, 000.
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Training and Events

September has seen a strong return to the
classroom with a packed schedule and courses
booking out in record time. The training is aimed
at business owner/managers, with over 2,612
participants in LEO Fingal Training & Events so far
in 2024. The eleventh Start Your Own Business
course of 2024 has just been announced for
October and the SYOB programme has had a total
of 125 participants trained year to  date with an
additional 41 attendees at the Start -up Bootcamp
during Local Enterprise Week. Additionally, there
have been four Social Media and Digital Marketing
QQI courses with 54 participants year to date.

Internationalisation and Export Development
O

o E et Ofen

v Finqal

The TAME (Exporter) grant enables small
businesses to explore and develop new market
opportunities by
businesses investigating and researching export
markets. Seventeen Fingal businesses have been
approved for Export Grants (TAME) to date in the
amount of &40, 600.

Entarprize -
? roland ocul Enturprises Office 2

Get

Exporting>

Your Export Development Pathwase

A new Export
Exportingj is currently
all 31 LEOs, Get Exporting is designed to support
companies at every stage of their journey to
achieve new export sales. Through the Export
Development Pathway, the aim is to simplify the
export journey for businesses and help build the
knowledge, confidence and strategies needed to
succeed in global markets. Get Exporting is a
collaborative  effort  between  the Local
Enterprise  Offices, Enterprise Ireland and
delivery partner OCO Global.

providing

Devel opment



Grow Digital Voucher
= 5]
Grow Digital

The Grow Digital Voucher startingon 1 st November
2024 will offer small and medium businesses with
up to 50 employees financial support to embrace
digital technology. A digital for business project
report must be completed within the previous two
years.

Funding will be in the form of a grant. The grant aid
will be 50% of eligible costs with minimum grant

Craft & Design Sectoral Supports

SHOWCASE
2025

W 0 20 Jawrry 2036

aid of 2500 up to a maxi mumgyg R feland bo2Pull taleptace Bréd 19 ™ 7

application. Enterprises can be approved a
maximum of two Grow Digital Voucher projects up
toamaximumcumul ati ve grant

identified in their Digital for Business project to

support their Digitalisation journey.

The National Ploughing Championships 2024

The National Ploughing Championships was held
on 17™ z 19" September 2024 in Ratheniska, Co.
Laois for a 50-acre exhibition and trade arena.
Each year the Local Enterprise Offices host a Local
Enterprise Village to provide an opportunity for
clients to take full advantage of this unique
consumer event. Each Local Enterprise Office
nominates one business for the event and this year
the Corr Optical Frames & Glazing Laboratory was
supported to represent Fingal.
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21t January 2025 at the RDS, Dublin. Showcase is
presented by Design & Crafts Council Ireland,

val uerfribe IBiahd h@LBcai®Eterprise Offices and

supported by the Department of Enterprise, Trade
and Employment. This four -day trade show is

recognised as one lr el andAs | argest

trade shows and offers manufacturers, designers
and craft makers the opportunity to exhibit their
new collections. LEO Fingal have been allocated
stands for this event. Following a selection process,
the successful applicant s have been chosen to
represent LEO Fingal: Wonderfully Weathery
Books, Run Baby Run Pottery, Tuath Glass and
Wineracks.ie. These craft & design businesses are
also provided with training by LEO Fingal
specifically on sales techniques for craft products
who are displaying & selling their work at
exhibitions.

In addition, LEO Fingal is examining the possible
establishment of a Network of Craft and Design
businesses with a view to developing further
growth opportunities for this sector.



OPERATIONS

Works Programme s

Car Parking Services

Burial Grounds Services

Traffic Operations County  -wide
Fleet Management & Plant Hire Unit
Public Lighting

Beaches

Recycling Centres Update
Licenses

Surface Water

Works Programme

Balbriggan / Rush -Lusk / Swords Area

Balbriggan Area Parks

0  Millpond Park

Some vegetation pruning Works have been carried
out at the entrance to Millpond Park Balbriggan. It
is planned to open up and upgrade the two
existing pedestrian entrances between the Church
Car Park and the park.

U Balbriggan

A new teenage hangout space
installed at Millpond Park Balbriggan. This is part

of a series of new teenage hangout areas being

installed throughout  Balbriggan as a collaborative U Skerries Mills

project between the Operations Department and A newly installed graded path has been added to

the BOur BalbrigganA pr oj ec tinktheugperand lower paths between the skate
park and playground in Skerries Mills  Skate Park.
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U Skerries Mills
Landscaping works complete along the new
pedestrian walkway at Skerries Mills car park.

U Balbriggan Beach Swimming Shelter

The recently installed beach changing shelter in
Balbriggan allows for a hanging and sitting area
that is under cover to prevent bags and clothes
being exposed to the weather and is open visually
so that it does not become an attraction for anti -
social activity. This was a long -awaited addition to
the beach and has been well received by th e
vibrant sea swimming groups.

Page 34

U Skerries Mills
Recently installed outdoor Table Tennis tables at
Skerries Mills Park.

U Skerries Mills
Recently installed outdoor Table Tennis tables at
Skerries Mills Park.

U Rose Garden Ardgillan
Recently installed replacement and refurbishment
of the Rose Arbor at the Rose Garden in Ardgillan
Demesne.



U  Glebe Park

As part of the improvements being carried out to
the pedestrian network with Glebe Park,
Balrothery, a new set of steps with a handrail are
being installed to compliment the existing path
network. These steps allow a more direct access to
the sports pitche s from the car park while also
having a longer sloped path to facilitate universal
access.

Swords Area Parks

“Somerton Estate Donabate

As part of the 2024 Programme of Works a new
landscaping scheme was implemented at the
entrance to Somerton Estate Donabate. This
involved the removal of overgrown vegetation to

the rear of the railings and the planting of a

pollinator planting scheme at the entrance.
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Glasmore Estate Entrance Stone - After Photo
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Glasmore Estate Entrance Wall - Before Photo
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U Glasmore Estate Swords

As part of the 2024 Programme of Works a new
landscaping scheme was implemented at the

entrance to Glasmore Estate Swords. This involved
the installation of a cobble edge to retain a new

planting scheme.

U Glasmore Estate Swords

As part of the 2024 Programme of Works a new
landscaping scheme was implemented at the
entrance to Brack enstown Avenue Estate Swords.
This involved the planting of an additional

pollinator planting scheme within an existing

shrubbery.

U Brackenstown Road Learn to Cycle Area

150 metres of additional pedestrian pathways
have been created in the Ward River Valley Park
along the Brackenstown Road in collaboration with
the Active Travel Department. Pollinator Planting
schemes, tree planting and a new pedestrian park
entrance are also planned as part of these phased
works.
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Area Roads Programme

Swords LEA

Surface Dressing works at various locations carried
out by roads crews.



