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Chief ExecutiveɅs Foreword 
 

I hope you all had a very enjoyable summer and had an 

opportunity to experience some exciting sporting events both 

at home and further afield. The Olympics in Paris proved to be 

a thrilling watch with so many celebratory and uplifting 

moments for our Irish  Olympians ɀ we were especially proud to 

see 8 representatives from Fingal do so well in their chosen 

fields. The county was well represented with participants in the 

Rugby Sevens, Athletics, Equestrian and Sailing events hailing 

from Sutton, Balbriggan, S kerries, Castleknock and Howth. 

Investing in our communities by providing top class sporting 

facilities and promoting physical activity through our Sports 

Office programmes are just some of the ways Fingal County 

Council is supporting young people in pursu it of their sporting 

goals. Last month, Malahide Castle and Gardens played host to 

the Fingal Sports Festival which saw local and sporting 

organisations give practical demonstrations and Ʉcome and tryɅ 

sessions for all those who attended. The event was a r eal 

celebration of the achievements of Team Ireland in Paris and 

not only provided visitors with the opportunity to learn more 

about activities including weightlifting, cricket, sailing and golf 

but also offered children and families fun and engaging ways to 

spend the afternoon. Fingal Sports Office is dedicated to 

providing a varied and exciting programme of events to 

communities, schools, online participants and those with 

disabilities and you can learn more about their work here: 

https://www.fingal.ie/sports -landing -page  

 

Following on from our great success in 2023, I am very pleased 

that 7 Fingal initiatives have been shortlisted for this yearɅs 

Chambers Ireland Excellence in Local Government Awards. The 

awards recognise and highlight the best of local authorities 

across Ireland and the following projects are certainly worthy 

contenders;  

 

¶ Vintage Picnic Arts Creativity and Music Festival for 

+55s (Age Friendly Initiative)  

¶ Wildfire Management Howth Head (Climate Change)  

¶ Virtual Reality for Fingal Libraries (Communications)  

¶ Fingal Proms 2024 (Festival of the Year)  

¶ Pilot Public/Private Energy Retrofitting Scheme, 

Strandmill Estate (Local Authority Innovation)  

¶ Fingal Cultural & Tourism TV (Supporting Tourism)  

¶ Revitalising Heritage: Restoring St. ϥtaɅs Historic 

Homes for Modern Use (Urban Revival)  

 

Fingal County Council are consistently championing initiatives 

that benefit the people of the county, support sustainability and 

showcase innovation. It is testament to the calibre of our work 

that we have also been shortlisted for the Ireland eGovernment 

Awards in 2 categories;  

 

¶ VR for Libraries (Education Category) and  

¶ Use of 3D Models & VR Headsets for Consultations 

(Local Gov and Smart Cities Categories)  

 

There is a huge appetite within the council to develop new and 

smart ways of working and improving services and it is this drive 

which produces such excellent initiatives for the benefits of the 

people of Fingal. I wish everyone involved with these innovative 

projects the very best of luck this coming November 21 st. 

 

The vibrant community of Meakstown in Dublin 11 will soon 

welcome a new sporting, cultural and activity hub to the area 

with the opening of  Meakstown Community Centre. At the end 

of August I was delighted to join Mayor of Fingal Cllr Brian 

McDonagh at a ceremony to formally hand over the keys of the 

centre to Fingal County Council for final fit out. A vision for a 

new heart of the area has be en in the making for a decade and 

it is thanks to the work of local community, political 

representatives and the team at Fingal County Council that this 

vision has been realised. The building itself is an impressive 

circular design which is energy efficien t and incorporates 

colourful elements through the use of eye catching green 

coloured bricks and grassy roof. Inside the spacious and 

contemporary design there is a three -court sports hall, four 

large multipurpose rooms for activities such as dance classes,  

yoga sessions, Pilates, training workshops and community 

meetings and an inclusive Changing Places facility. The centre 

will officially open in October and, coupled with the wider 

development of Lanesborough Park, will offer residents of the 

area an excit ing new space to enhance their community.   

 

Supporting local businesses in our communities is an important 

function of the council and I am pleased that Fingal County 

Council successfully managed the roll out of funding under the 

Increased Cost of Business Grant (ICOB). 4,382 payments 

totalling over  ɚ11m were made to over 2,800 businesses in the 

county. Approximately 45% of all ratepayers in Fingal received 

a grant payment and 92.79% of all grant applications met the 

eligibility criteria set by the Department of Enterprise, Trade 

and Employment. The grant was introduced as part of Budget 

2024 and will go a considerable way in supporting small and 

medium sized enterprises with their overheads.  

 

Finally, in further good news 25 Fingal -based community 

groups and organisations signed contracts to receive grant 

funding to a value of ɚ1,127,000 to facilitate Climate Action 

Projects in the area. Through the Community Climate Action 

Programme, over 100 projects in community settings will 

shortly commence and include measures such as replacing 

windows, doors, installing Solar PV LEDs and installing 

insulation to reduce emissions and improve efficiency. 

Applications were approved for community projects acr oss the 

five main themes of Energy, Travel, Food and Waste, Shopping 

and Recycling and Local Climate and Environmental Action. 

Practically speaking, this fund will enable community groups to 

expand their Climate Action objectives through increased 

recyclin g and circular economy initiatives, community garden 

expansions and promotion of biodiversity. I extend 

congratulations to all those delivering these very worthwhile 

and ambitious projects and look forward to updates on the 

initiatives in due course.  

 

Best wishes,      

 

AnnMarie Farrell y  CE  

https://www.fingal.ie/sports-landing-page
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People Services   

Recruitment  

People Services Recruitment Programme 

continues through 2024.  

 

Recruitment Programme 2024 

Total Recruitment Campaigns  78 

Interviews Held to date  765 

New Starters 161 

Promotions 112 

Number of Current Job Offers 48 

Total Recruitment Campaigns  78 

 

Learning & Development Update  
The Learning and Development team continue to 

deliver high quality training opportunities for staff . 

 

Learning and Development Programme 2024 ς 
[January -YTD] 

No of Courses Provided  230 

Number of Attendees 1916 

Number of Training days 2179 

 

Throughout September, courses will be delivered 

in the areas of Health & Safety, Specialised 

Departmental Training & Mandatory Training . 
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Wellbeing Update  

We are pleased to confirm that Fingal County 

Councils Employment Assistance Services 

provided through Spectrum Life will be renewed in 

September.   The Employee Assistance Service will 

continue to provide staff with 24/7 advice, support 

and 6 free counselli ng sessions if appropriate.  The 

service is also now available to people in the 

household if they are over 16 years of age. 

(Provision of support to those aged 16 and 17 

years of age is to be provided with prior written 

parental consent).  
 

Earlier this year , Fingal County Council participated 

in the Elephant in the Room Mental Health 

Awareness Initiative. Brent Pope, Rugby Legend 

and TV commentator, created Elephant in the 

Room in 2022 to promote mental health 

awareness within professional organisations. We 

now endeavour to name our four Elephants (Ellies) 

which are located in our Main Street office in 

Swords, Grove Road, the Watery Lane Depot, and 

the Coolmine Depot.   During the month of 

September, Fingal County Staff will be able to 

submit creative names for our four elephants.   The 

winning names will be announced in September.  

 

World Suicide Prevention Day, takes place on 

September 10 th  and a wellbeing message will be 

issued raising awareness of events throughout the 

county and nationally.  

 

Health & Safety Unit  - HSU 
The HSU conducted its proactive safety measures 

during the months of July & August with the 

completion of 56 site safety inspections and 

audits.  From January to date the HSU has 

completed 210 site safety inspections and 27 

safety audits.  The Unit assiste d the Training 

Section with manual handling training and child 

protection training for school wardens and 

lifeguards.   In addition to responding to general 

staff occupational health and safety queries, the 

HSU to date has completed 106 incident 

investigati ons into workplace incidents, accidents 

and dangerous occurrences.    

The HSU during the month of August assisted in 

coordinating 4 HSA inspections of Council facilities.  

 



 
 

 

Customer Services  
Customer Care Unit Statistics ɀ July & August 2024 

 

Month Total No. 
of Calls  

Total No.   
of Emails  

Presenting 
in Person     

July  

Aug  
8,532 

7,439 

1,546 

1,267 

1,806 

1,154 

 

Building Facilities  

 

Council Chamber Lighting  

The lighting in the Council Chamber in County Hall, 

Swords upgrade was completed during the August 

recess. New low energy LED lighting, control panel 

and emergency lighting was upgraded in the 

installation. The new lighting is energy efficient and 

the new technology in the control panel will allow 

for more controls on lighting features. The 

upgrade included the viewing gallery.  

 

Cobbles ɀ County Hall  

The re-laying of the pavement out the front of 

County Hall, Swords was completed in the past few 

weeks. This involved the existing paving slabs 

being cleaned, lifted and a new bed of cement and 

sand-based bedding. Some of the existing area 

had to be excava ted and levelled off to ensure the 

slabs could be resituated.  

 

 
Before  

 

 
After  
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Elected Members Offices ɀ Swords  

The 14 elected members offices in County Hall, 

Swords have been refreshed. This involved the 

raised access flooring being secured, new carpets 

laid, walls painted, and new furniture fit out.  

 

   
Before  

 

 
After  

 

CRM  

 

Staff continue to work on the Customer 
Relationship Management System (CRM) and issue 
responses to representations from Elected 
Members (Councillors, TDs and Senators) and 
complaints submitted by the public. The total 
ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ 9ƭŜŎǘŜŘ aŜƳōŜǊǎΩ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘions were 
as follows for July 769 and August 643. 

 
 
The table below shows the total number of Elected 
aŜƳōŜǊǎΩ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǎǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƻ ŜŀŎƘ 
Department to date in 2024. 

 



 
 

 

Communications  

 

The Communications Unit provided support to 

various departments during July and August 

including Architects, Planning & Strategic 

Infrastructure, Sports, Active Travel, Libraries, 

Housing, Economic, Events, Community, Arts and 

Tourism.  

An update leaflet on the Swords Cultural Quarter 

was published and distributed to households and 

businesses in Swords.   

 
 

Timelapse cameras have been installed at the site 

of new Swords Cultural Centre and the Quay Street 

Public Realm project in Balbriggan.  

Three Corporate Plan workshops were also 

supported by the Communications Unit while 14 

consultations and four surveys were uploaded 

onto the Fingal Consultation Portal.  

 

Website  

Visitor numbers to the fingal.ie website continued 

to grow in July and August. There were 144,721 

visitors in July, a rise of 14% on the same month 

last year while the 116,962 who logged on in 

August represented a 6% increase on August 2023. 

There were 299 ,988 page views in July and 246,252 

in August.  

 

Over the two month the most popular pages apart 

from the home page were planning applications, 

the Malahide Castle concerts, recycling centres and 

affordable housing.   
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Social Medi a 

The five corporate social media channels now have 

an accumulated following of  81,928 which is a rise 

of 2% since June 30. 

Facebook has 36,293 followers, X has 23,772, 

Instagram has 10,680, LinkedIn has 9,703 and You 

Tube has 1,480 subscribers.  

   

Videos  

The Communications Unit were involved in the 

production of videos  during July and August. These 

included the handover of Meakstown Community 

Centre, Invest Fingal, the restoration work at Ward 

River and ushers Lake, Vintage Picnic and the 

Fingal Pioneers.  

All the videos can be accessed at 

https://www.youtube.com/@FingalCountyCouncil

Video/videos . 

 

Press Releases  

The Communications Unit issued 12 press releases 

in July and 23 in August. Among the press releases 

issued were ones on Vintage Picnic,  Amber 

Thursday, National Heritage Week and the Open 

Golf Championship. There were several press 

releases promoting fest ivals like the Malahide 

Castle Sports Festival, Balbriggan Beach Festival 

and Howth Martitime and Seafood Festival.  

  

 
 

Media Queries  

The Communications Unit responded to 3 7 media 

queries in August. Some of the topics involved 

included strategic development, planning, 

housing, aircraft noise, parking and ethics 

declarations and as well as an Irish Times article on 

the growth potential of Fingal and the work the 

Council is do ing to sustainably manage the 

development of the county.  

https://www.youtube.com/@FingalCountyCouncilVideo/videos
https://www.youtube.com/@FingalCountyCouncilVideo/videos


 
 

 

Curr ent Judicial Review Cases  ɀ June 2024 

 
Mayeston Hall Management Company Limited by Guarantee -v- 

Fingal County Council, Ireland and the Attorney General 

2024/505JR 

Kimpton Vale Limited -v- an Bord Pleanala and Fingal County 

Council High Court Record No. 2022/390 JR  

Christian Morris v. An Bord Pleanála, Fingal County Council and 

Trafalgar Capital Limited High Court Record No. 2022 1074 JR  

Graymount House Action Group, Darragh Richardson, and 

Aoife Grimes v An Bord Pleanála, Fingal County Council, the 

Minister for Housing, Ireland, and the AG   High Court Record 

Number 2022/1107 JR  

Joan Reynolds and Edel McDonough -v- Fingal County Council 

High Court Record No 2023/372 JR  

MKN Properties Limited and another -v- Fingal County Council 

High Court Record No. 2023/373 JR  

daa plc -v- Fingal County Council High Court Record No 

2023/383 JR 

Fiacre Ó Cairbre -v- An Bord Pleanála, Garlandbrook Limited, 

Alcove Ireland Four Limited, and Uisce Éireann  

High Court No 2023/570 JR  

daa plc -v- Fingal County Council and the Irish Aviation 

Authority High Court Record No. 2023/916 JR  

Friends of the Irish Environment CLG and SMTW Environmental 

DAC-v- the Minister for Housing Local Government and 

Heritage, Ireland and the Attorney General and the Office of 

Planning Regulator and Fingal County Council High Court 

Record No 2023/1047 JR 

Niall OɅConnor and Geraldine Kiernan -v- An Bord Pleanala and 

Fingal County Council High Court Record No 2023/1122JR  

Erigo Limited and Joseph Flood -v- Fingal County Council and 

others High Court Record No 2023/1233 JR  

Timothy Fitzgerald and James Fitzgerald -v- Fingal County 

Council Record No 2023/1236 JR  

Kinwest Limited -v- An Bord Pleanala, Minister for Housing 

Local Government and Heritage, Ireland and the Attorney 

General   and  Fingal County Council High Court Record No. 

2023/1206 JR 

Kinwest Limited -v- An Bord Pleanala, Minister for Housing 

Local Government and Heritage, Ireland and the Attorney 

General and Fingal County Council High Court Record No 

2023/1207 JR 

KInwest Limited -v- an Bord Pleanala, Minister for Housing 

Local Government and Heritage, Ireland and the Attorney 

General and Fingal County Council High Court Record No. 

2023.1208 JR 

Ailsa Sexton -v- An Bord Pleanala and Fingal County Council  

High Court Record Number 2024/690JR  

Noel Murphy v An Board Pleanala, Fingal County Council and 

Kilshane Energy Limited .  High court Record N o. H;JR;2024/883 
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TOURISM DEVELOPMENT 

Tourism  

Winter in Dublin promoted in Milwaukee  
As part of the Tourism Strategy Fingal County 

Council is seeking to leverage the existing Fáilte 

Ireland Tourism brand for the region ɀ Winter in 

Dublin.  

 

To this end delegates from four the local 

authorities attended IrishFest Milwaukee, which is 

a large cultural and musical festival celebrating 

Irish music, sport and arts and held over four days 

from the 15 th  August .  
 

A joint initiative to promote Dublin as a must -visit 

tourist destination in what is normally be regarded 

as the low season. The Dublin delegation shared 

the details of the wonderful assets in the region - 

including our natural amenities, heritage, leisure,  

recreation, arts, culture, festivals and events.  
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The focus on Fingal was prominent, given the 

unique positioning on the coast, heritage 

properties, rich musical offering and food 

hospitality. The delegates spoke to several 

thousand of the 130,000 persons attending the 

event.  

 

The team also hosted a dedicated ɈWinter in 

Dublinɉ reception and campaign pitch for key 

media, tour operators, trade partners, and 

organisers of other IrishFest host cities from 

across the US who were present. The team were 

glad also to receive a visit at  the stall from the Irish 

Ambassador to the USA ɀ Geraldine Byrne Nason. 

Another highlight was an invitation to City Hall 

Milwaukee by the Mayor, Cavalier Johnson who 

met each of the Irish county delegations.  

 

Fingal Food & Drink Network  

 

 
 

The Fingal Food & Drink Network had a very visible 

presence in the Food Demonstration tent at 

Flavours of Fingal on Saturday 28 th  and Sunday 29 th  

June at Newbridge House . As well as taking place 

in cookery demonstrations alongside celebrity 

chefs, the network received a lot of visitors to their 

stand showcasing the wide variety of produce from 

across Fingal in the ɄCoast and FieldsɅ tent.  

 

 
 



 
 

 

In addition, the Fingal Food and Drink Network had 

a prominent stand at the Rush Food Festival on 

Saturday 3 rd  August alongside several Fingal food 

businesses such as Whitestown House and Feisty 

Ferments.  

 

A familiarisation trip for network members to the 

Howth Cookery School in Howth Castle is being 

arranged for September.  

 

The network continues to add new members from 

across Fingal and work is continuing to ensure its 

longevity by formalising the work of the network 

and its relationship with the Council.  

 

EVENTS 

Flavours of Fingal  

We undertook an extensive survey of attendees at 

Flavours of Fingal to research attendees  

satisfaction levels, suggestions for improvements 

and travel options. Highlights include: 98% of the 

surveys said that flavours exceeded or met their 

expectations, 22% travelled by buses.  

 

 
 

 
 

More than 80% were aware that FCC organised the 

event however only 30% were aware of other 

events organised by FCC.  
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We will do stronger branding at future events to 

ensure the public are aware FCC are the event 

organisers. We are also analysing this research in 

regards to the value for money proposition of 

Flavours of Fingal to the local community and to 

FCC in general. 

 

 

Unison  Festival  

 

Unison Festival returns this September with a great 

variety of music, food and craft in Balbriggan and 

Blanchardstown. Balbriggan takes place in 

Bremore Castle on Saturday 14 th  September and 

Blanchardstown takes place in Millenium Park on 

Sunday 15 th  of September.  

 

Howth Maritime & Seafood Festival  

 
 



 
 

 

Howth Maritime & Seafood festival takes place on 

Saturday and Sunday 7 th  & 8th  September . 

Changes this year include a larger circus tent area 

with  demonstrations, a live music stage at the 

festival seafood village and a new quiet zone in 

partnership with Howth Sutton Autistic 

Community.  

 

Fingal Rush Air Display  

 

 

The Air Display  took place on Bank Holiday Sunday, 

unfortunately it rained all day until just before the 

start at 3pm. However large crowds then turned 

out for the display. Shuttle buses ran from 

Skerries, Loughshinny, Lusk  etc to the North Beach 

and this helped with good crowd distribution. The 

adjoining fun fair and festival village was a great 

draw for local families.  

 

Family Fun Days Swords & Malahide  

 

We were blessed with very sunny days for both the 

Swords Castle & Malahide family fun days. Large 

crowds turned out to both events and the 

feedback received was extremely positive from 

both communities. Highlights included: Go Fly Your 

Kite, carnival games , magicians and face painters.  
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HERITAGE PROPERTIES 

Skerries Mills  

 
 

An event took place  at Skerries Mills for Heritage 

Week on 20 th  August to celebrate harvesting, 

milling, and bread in Fingal.  Baker Lucy Forde 

explained  and demonstrated  the journey from 

harvest to freshly baked bread and offered  

participants the opportunity to try their hand at 

traditional milling techniques, explore the process 

of bread making and taste the final product.  

 

Ardgillan Castle  

 
As part of August Craft Month, ϥrelandɅs unique 

celebration of the craft sector, Ardgillan Castle held 

an inspiring and hands -on celebration of creativity 

between 3 rd  and 10 th  of August. Ardgillan Craft 

Week was packed with various workshops, 

demonstrations, Open studios and a fantastic 

Craft Fair with a special performance from the 

Skerries Ukulele Band. Workshops included 

pottery, painting, prints and skincare.  

Ardgillan Castle will be hosting several events for 

Heritage Week from 17 th  to 25 th  August including a 

Demesne Heritage Tour, a Garden Tour with Head 

Gardener Dominica McKevitt, an Amateur Radio 

Demonstration and a free traditional wool 

spinning demonstration.  

 



 
 

 

Design Award for Newbridge Coach House Café  

 

 
 

Newbridge House was nominated to the Archive 

100 list for the design interpretation in the Coach 

House. The 100 Archive charts the past, present 

and future of Irish design by publishing 100 

notable communication design projects, selected 

each year (since 2010) following an open call.  

 

 
 
This project for the Newbridge Café was to 

interpret the space that once worked as a busy 

country house working stables 1765 -1985.  

Starting in 2022 Joanne Byrne led the project from 

a design perspective, alongside in -house curator 

Cathal Dowd -Smith who provided the historical 

materials. Both liaised with Duncan Henderson 

who co -ordinated the financing and 

commissioning of the work for  EETCD. Inclusion in 

the 100 Archive list is a high accolade, since it i s 

determined by peer review from those in the 

design industry.  

 

Courtyard Kitchen to open at Newbridge House 

and Farm  

Get ready for your taste buds to be tantalized and 

your culinary curiosity to be piqued!  Newbridge 

House & Farm has whipped up something exciting 

ɀ a new space for food events and experiences 

housed in the historic courtyard buildings.  
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This state of the art demo kitchen, designed to 

blend sympathetically with its heritage 

surroundings, is the perfect location to host farm -

to -fork feasts, culinary masterclasses, wine and 

dine events and nutritional workshops.  

 

The Courtyard Kitchen is a brand new offering for 

corporate and private events in Fingal. Enquiries 

can be made by email to 

events@newbridgehouseandfarm.com .  

 

CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT 

Arts  

 

Youth & Education  

Music Generation Fingal Summer camps recently 

took place at Carnegie Library Arts Hub, Seamus 

Ennis Arts Centre and Foroige Balbriggan.  

These were facilitated by professional musicians 

and educators Eamonn Galldubh, Ava Durran, 

Matt Winston, Mary Flynn, Ollie Cole and Shane 

Latimer. A number of y oung people participating in 

Music Generation Fingal  were represented at 

ForoigeɅs Youth Recognition Awards.  

 

 
 

Music Generation Fingal  has reached out to DEIS 

Band 1 and Developing Primary Schools in the 

Fingal area to offer whole class pre -instrumental 

and ukulele tuition from Sept.  

  

Jazz Camp for Girls  

This mentorship initiative in Jazz for female 

identifying youth was recently facilitated by 

musicians and educators Jenna Harris, Emily 

OɅRourke, Lina Andonovska  

This initiative was promoted through second level 

schools in Fingal and a marketing campaign in 

advance of summer delivery  

24 young people participated, and the initiative 

involved learning complete tunes and developing 

confidence in improvisation.  

This initiative was in partnership with Improvised 

Music, and DCU.  

mailto:events@newbridgehouseandfarm.com


 
 

 

Exploring & Thinking  

The Dublin Local Authority Partnership is offering 

artists working in Early Childhood Arts an 

opportunity to avail of mentorship. Prof. Suzanne 

Zeedyk, a developmental psychologist specialising 

in early childhood, will provide the mentorship 

programme in B albriggan.  

 

 
29 applications were received from artists working 

in this very specialised area of practice and 12 

artists have been selected. The partners are now 

developing content in response to the artists 

needs. 

 

Public Art  

 

Dublin Canvas  

Dublin Canvas is an inclusive public art project with 

locations in County Dublin's four local authorities. 

Completed artworks are intended to brighten up 

once dull, heavily tagged boxes into beautiful 

works of art, transforming Dublin into a walking 

galler y of public art. By their very nature, each box 

is located at traffic junctions making them highly 

visible to pedestrians, cyclists and motorists.  

Dublin Canvas runs from Spring and finishes by 

late Autumn. A callout for submissions of artwork 

is made in late Spring. The selection process then 

takes place, and the artworks are painted 

throughout the Summer and late Autumn months.  
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Due to the poor weather this summer, progress 

has been slow on Dublin Canvas countywide 

however the following locations are now complete 

or expected to be completed by the end of 

September:  

1. ɄWhat Shall We Do TodayɅ on Upper Main St, 

Rush is by Gracie Hawkins   

2. ɄMy Dublin OasisɅ in front of St. Marnock's 

National School, Strand Road, Burrow, 

Portmarnock is by Ciara Rowan   

3. ɄShiverɅ opposite St Fintans School, Dublin 

Road, Burrow is by Sinead Poznanski  

4. ɄMaggie DoyleɅ in Blanchardstown Village is by 

Liam Kane  

5. ɄDoggy Day TripɅ on Dublin Road, Binn Eadair 

View, Sutton is by Claire Callinan  

6. ɄPair of JokersɅ opposite Lord Mayors Bar, 

Main Street, Swords is by Niamh Wade  

7. ɄSir Barnewall and Lady SherleɅ on Lusk Main 

Street is by Lauren O'Reilly   
8. ɄFlutter ByɅ on Clonsilla Road, Clonsilla is by 

Izzy Fox 

9. ɄAn ϥrish HareɅ on Skerries Road, Mariners 

Road, Rush will be by Amelie Bates   
10. ɄNa Daoine MaitheɅ on Mountview Road, 

Blanchardstown will be by Caitlin McMahon  

11. ɄFooseball TableɅ on Blanchardstown 

Road/Warrenstown, Blanchardstown will be 

by Ethan Roony  

12. ɄStonechatterɅ on Bayside Boulevard/Dublin 

Road will be by Orla Cassidy   

13. ɄNo Place like GnomeɅ on Old Navan 

Road/Castleknock Road, Castleknock will be 

by Tian Kureel   

14. ɄThe Ripple of LoveɅ on Harry Reynolds 

Road/Chapel Street, Balbriggan will be by 

Valeria Zaporojan  

Artist Funding & Support  

 

Fingal County Council, Age & Opportunity and 

Tyrone Guthrie Centre Residency 2024 

Recipients Announced  

Fingal County Council, in association with Age & 

Opportunity and Tyrone Guthrie Centre, is pleased 

to announce the two recipients for the month -long 

residencies at the Tyrone Guthrie Centre.  

 



 
 

 

This yearɅs awardees are writer Desmond Traynor 

and visual artist Susan Buttner.  

 

The residency aims to address the goals of Fingal 

Arts Office, through its Arts Plan 2019 ɀ 2025, of: 

connecting people and ideas; enabling excellence 

and fostering experimentation and risk taking. 

These residencies similarly support Age & 

OpportunityɅs aim of celebrating creative ageing, 

and representation in the arts of and by older 

people. This initiative also supports the three 

organisations aim to foster the professional 

development of artists in their ongoing practice.  

 

 

Desmond Traynor  is a Dubliner, and a graduate of 

U.C.D. and Trinity. He is a Hennessy Literary Award 

winner and an Alumnus Essay Award winner, 

whose debut novel  The Myth of Exile and Return was 

nominated for the 2005 Irish Novel of the Year 

Award. Last year he was a prize -winner in the 

Hubert Butler Essay Competition. He has received 

bursaries in literature from the Arts  Council of 

Ireland, and Fingal County Council.   

 

 
 

Susan Buttner  is an Irish visual artist based in 

Dublin. She is an artist of emphatic morphology, 

her practice is a delicate evaluation of power 

relations, revealing tensions and forces, while 

highlighting the borderless, transgressive aspect of 

institutional critique.   
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She completed several national and international 

residencies, received many prestigious bursary 

awards and presented a solo exhibition, with 

collaborative live performance, at the LUAN 

Gallery, Athlone.  

 

Fingal County Council and Draíocht Artist 

Studio Residency Award 2024 Recipient 

Announced  

Fingal County Council and Draíocht, 

Blanchardstown, are pleased to announce Joanne 

Reid, a Visual Artist from Balbriggan specialising in 

sculpture, as recipient of the four -month paid 

residency in DraíochtɅs Artist Studio. 

This residency, based in DraíochtɅs Visual ArtistɅs 

Studio, offers an artist a unique opportunity to 

develop their practice in a comfortable, practical 

and supportive environment. It aims to provide 

time and space for artistic growth and 

experimentation.  

 

 
 
Joanne Reid  is a visual artist working primarily in 

sculpture. Her work often begins as a direct 

response to chance encounters with the materials, 

objects and spaces that form our built 

environment. Reid is particularly drawn to the use 

of building materials, such as  steel, plywood, 

concrete, timber, and plaster in her practice. While 

her work draws mainly on an engagement with 

everyday urban contexts, there are also art 

historical references. Reid is interested in the 

history of still life and the human d esire to copy 

and remake the natural world around us. Her most 

recent work plays with a merging of forms from the 

natural and the built world.  

 



 
 

 

RHA School and Fingal Arts Studio Award 2024 

Recipient Announced  

Fingal County Council in partnership with the Royal 

Hibernian Academy School (RHA) are delighted to 

announce Eileen Leonard Sealy, an emerging 

Visual Artist from Howth, as the recipient of the 

2024 Fingal County Council and RHA School Studio 

Award.   

 

This prestigious award provides a funded studio 

space for the period of one year  and offers the 

recipient an opportunity to develop their practice 

within the institutional framework of the RHA.  

  

 

Eileen Leonard Sealy is an artist living and working 

in Fingal, graduating from NCAD in 2023 with a 

Degree in Painting. Having previously worked as 

artist in residence in a natural burial ground in the 

Netherlands in 2020 for a five -month period and 

undertaking a research trip to the highlands of 

Sulawesi, Indonesia, funded by the Thomas 

Dammann Junior Memorial Trust Award, Eileen's 

work strives to create visual narratives that forge 

similarities between commonly isolating human 

experiences.  

 

Loughshinny Boathouse Studio Award 2024  

Recipient Announced  

Fingal Arts Office is pleased to announce Louis 

Haugh as the recipient of the inaugural 

Loughshinny Boathouse Studio Award.  The 

objective of this new award is to provide a fully 

funded studio for a professional visual artist to 

research and develop new wo rk in response to the 

coastal environment of Loughshinny and 

surrounding areas.  
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Louis Haugh, a visual artist working in 

photography, sound and installation will 

commence his residency in early September.  

Originally from Hartstown in Dublin 15, LouisɅ work 

focuses on ecology and biodiversity.  As part of 

Fingal County CouncilɅs programme of events for 

Dublin Climate Action Week, he will facilitate a 

Natural Fermentation workshop using locally 

foraged botanicals at the boathouse on Saturday 

14th September.   

Carnegie Library  

 

July: Fingal Poetry Festival  

Fingal Poetry Festival invited poets of all levels of 

experience to perform to a full house at the 

Carnegie Library and win a chance to perform at 

the Grand Slam event in this yearɅs Fingal Poetry 

Festival.  

 
 

August: Swords Youth Choir  

Funded through Creative Ireland, Swords Youth 

Choir presented their summer school at the 

Carnegie, introducing and guiding new members 

to a range of vocal and choral activities.  

 
 



 
 

 

Draíocht  

 

DraíochtɅs Autumn Programme 

Taking pride of place on DraíochtɅs Autumn 

Brochure cover is Dublin 15Ʌs multi-talented and 

award -winning musician Asha Ari, Curator of this 

yearɅs free headline event for Culture Night at 

Draíocht, on 20th September. ɄBlanchardstown 

Resonance ϥϥɅ will celebrate music and dance talent 

from the area, with performers James Shannon, 

Asha Ari, Shauna Harris & Subhashini Goda. Added 

to that an amazing house band including Carlotta 

Guitarla, Tevonte Black, Julio Lima, and Fionn 

Ruadh, you donɅt want to miss this amazing 

evening! AND IT'S FREE! Culture Night at Draíocht 

will also have a focus on children and young 

people, with Movie Shorts for children aged 3 and 

up, and Youth Theatre Workshops for teenagers  

aged 14-18 years. 

 

 
 
The months of September and October 

traditionally celebrate Theatre Season in Dublin, 

with both the Dublin Fringe Festival and Dublin 

Theatre Festival represented at Draíocht. Dublin 

Fringe Festival brings us 2 events, ɄAn Attempt to 

Talk with the Beginnin g of the WorldɅ (9-11 Sep), a 

show created by Anna Newell for babies aged 3 -12 

months. And ɄEmbedding Access: A Workshop for 

Disability ϥnclusionɅ with Al Bellamy (12 Sep) for 

theatre practitioners.  
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For Dublin Theatre Festival we host 2 shows, one 

from Fishamble Theatre Company and one from 

Rough Magic. BREAKING by Amy Kidd (02-05 Oct) 

by Fishamble presents us with a story about 

control within a relationship. Are there two sides to 

every story?  FREEFALLING, written & performed by 

Georgina Miller (09 -12 Oct) presented by Rough 

Magic, is an extraordinary true story, brought to 

life in an incredible way, with adrenaline -filled 

aerial flight on our main stage, capturing the joy of 

living life to the full,  and the terror of being trapped 

in a body that refuses to function.  
 
DraíochtɅs full Autumn programme is completed 

with a wide variety of music, film and comedy 

events, including the return Coolmine Musical 

Society with their much -anticipated production of 

ɄSister ActɅ, as well as our programme of education 

workshops and fa mily days, and our gallery 

programme. Full details  www.draiocht.ie  

 

Seamus Ennis Arts Centre  

 

Creative Communities  

Under the Creative Ireland and Fingal County 

Council Creative Communities scheme TSEAC are 

running inclusive arts and crafts workshops in the 

PiperɅs Garden over the August weekends. Crafts 

include a community mural inspired by the 

biodiversity of the surr ounding Naul and Fingal 

areas, Botanical Lino Printing, Tie Dye T -shirt 

making, Flower Crowns and traditional Ukrainian 

Crafts.  

 

Summer Camps  

TSEAC hosted two popular summer camps ɀ a 

multi -instrumental music camp in collaboration 

with Music Generation Fingal and a Make a Movie 

Camp with the Create School. Both were a great 

success. 

 

 

http://www.draiocht.ie/


 
 

 

Easter Snow Gallery  

From June to July Margo Banks exhibited in the 

Easter Snow Gallery to great acclaim. We held a 

busy exhibition launch which resulted in a good 

deal of purchases.  

 

From August to September, artist Diana MarshallɅs 

still lives will take up residence in the gallery.  

 

Heritage Week  

We held a sold -out free event in collaboration with 

UCD and the University of Edinburgh for Heritage 

Week. This event examined new archaeological 

findings in our neighbouring passage tomb Four 

Knocks.  

  

First Stop Sessions  

This summer we ran a number of tourist -focused 

sessions, in which small groups enjoyed some 

traditional music followed by some traditional Irish 

food served by the Cottage Café.  

  

Corporate Groups  

TSEAC offers rental opportunities throughout the 

year, and in May we welcomed Blas na hEireann for 

their annual food awards for the second year in a 

row.  

 

Libraries  

Flavours of Fingal  

 
 

Libraries took part in the Flavours  of Fingal Festival 

on the 29th  and 30th June  in Newbridge House and 

Farm, Donabate. Library staff showcased all the 

resources and events libraries have to offer and 

gave promotional notebooks, bookmarks, and 

summer brochures to people who visited the 

Fingal Village.  
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Members of the public gave some wonderful 

feedback about the library service.  At the Fingal 

Mobile Library van, children enjoyed face painting 

and entertainment from Reuben the Magician and 

Alan Nolan.  

 

Summer Programme  

 

 
A programme of events took place in all library 

branches throughout the summer months. The 

programme included free events for children such 

as author visits, creative writing, illustration and 

painting classes, tie -dye T-Shirt printing, drama, 

Lego STEM workshops, board games, sensory -

friendly workshops, a percussion workshop, and 

coding workshops. Events for adults included 

gardening workshops, art sessions, sustainable 

fashion demonstrations, chair yoga, Tai Chi, and a 

talk for parents on supporting child ren starting 

school.  

 

Summer Stars  

Libraries took part in Summer Stars, the national 

reading programme that runs annually throughout 

the school summer holidays. Every child who took 

a book out from the library got reading card which 

was stamped for each book they read. Children will 

be issued with Summer Stars certificates of 

participation in the coming weeks.  

 

Little Library Book Bag  

Libraries are taking part in the ɄMy Little Library 

Book BagɅ initiative, a collaborative project 

between libraries, the Department of Rural and 

Community Development, and the Department of 

Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth 

as part of the First 5 strategy. Every child starting 

school this September can pick up a bag with a free 

book from th eir local library telling a story about 

making friends . 

 



 
 

 

The Magic of Stories  

 
Fingal Festival of ChildrenɅs Literature is back for 

the third year on Saturday 28th of September at 

Swords Castle. As with 2022 and 2023, the festival 

will feature Irish authors and illustrators including, 

Tarsila Cruse, Chris Judge, Derek Landy, Niamh 

Sharkey, Marita Conlon -McKenna, Alan Nolan, 

Sarah Bowie, Paddy Donnelly, Leona Ford and 

more.  

 

The Creative Zone is the place to get arty and itɅs 

bigger than ever this year. ϥtɅs just bursting with so 

many amazing activities for you to do. This is where 

you can get your imagination going ɀ and your 

hands covered in paint! The Creative Zone is open 

all day.  

 

This year, we will also have a library tent where you 

can join the library, get information about our 

services. We will also have a sensory tent where 

children and adults can get a break from the noise 

and action.  

 

Once again, children will have the opportunity to 

meet with authors and illustrators and have their 

books signed. A number of copies of each book 

featured will be gifted to the audience on the day.  

 

A schools programme devised by Shane Hegarty 

and Kim Jenkinson will bring the Magic of stories 

beyond the Castle walls and into schools and 

libraries across Fingal.  

This year, with the help of illustrator Alan Nolan, 

we created an activity book for children of all ages 

which was distributed through Fingal Libraries and 

schools and was a huge success.  
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Libraries of Sanctuary  

 
Balbriggan Library is applying to be FingalɅs first 

Library of Sanctuary. A Library of Sanctuary is a 

library that is committed to creating a culture of 

welcome and inclusion, especially for refugees and 

asylum seekers and indeed for all newcomers to 

the area. Libraries of Sanctuary are part of the City 

of Sanctuary movement across the UK and Ireland. 

Balbriggan Library must go through a formal 

application process to be awarded Library of 

Sanctuary status and will have to meet particular 

criteria. These inc lude creating a culture of 

welcome within the branch, ensuring  that all staff 

have completed training in diversity and 

multiculturalism, encouraging and helping 

refugees and migrants to use library facilities, 

providing English language classes, books in other 

languages and practical information, bringing 

communities and cultures together through 

events and activities and working with other 

organisations and groups to support refugees and 

migrants.  

 

As I Am  

Fingal Libraries is working with As ϥ Am, ϥrelandɅs 

National Autism Charity, to achieve a certificate of 

ɄAutism Friendly AccreditationɅ. We are currently 

facilitating staff training with Autism Acceptance 

and Understanding workshops. We are also 

undergoin g sensory environmental audits of our 

library branches. This is a way to assess how the 

branchesɅ lighting, noise levels, air quality, and 

overall ambience can impact peopleɅs experiences 

and wellbeing.  

 



 
 

 

Literacy Programme  

 

 
Fingal Libraries organised a literacy project for 

students and their parents in St. LukeɅs N.S in 

Tyrrelstown, Dublin 15 in early 2024. This was the 

second programme that we have run at St. LukeɅs 

N.S. and we are now planning a Winter 2024 

literacy program me with the school.  

 

The main aim of the project is to introduce the 

library and reading to hard -to -reach people, 

including those with literacy issues and people for 

whom English is not their first language.  

The school identifies  ten families that they feel 

would particularly benefit from the programme. 

We engage the services of a literacy expert, 

Stephen Brett, to design and implement the 

programme. Stephen has previously been involved 

in the Write to Read pr ogramme, in conjunction 

with DCU.   

 

As part of the programme, the mobile library 

service is present onsite so that parents and their 

children have the opportunity to join the library. In 

addition to this, the children have a fun workshop 

with author and illustrator, Alan Nolan. Each child 

receives a free bag of specially selected books from 

Fingal Libraries which they can take home and read 

with their parents.   

The impact of the programme is increased 

confidence in the classroom, further engagement 

with the library service and improved family 

literacy.  
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Culture Night  

Malahide Blanchardstown Balbriggan Libraries 

and Fingal Local Studies and Archives will be taking 

part in Culture Night on Friday 20th September. As 

well as exploring all the services the Fingal 

Libraries has to offer, there will be family -friendly 

events including childrenɅs entertainers, 

storytelling, exhibitions and live music 

performances. Fingal Local Studies and Archives 

will host an open evening with a genealogist to 

answer all your questions about how this service 

can assist you to research your fam ily history.  

 

Heritage Week  

Heritage  Week takes place between 17th ɀ 25th 

August this year. Libraries will celebrate with 

events for people of all ages, including a pollinator 

workshop teaching children about the importance 

of the All -Ireland Pollinator Plan for bees. There will 

be talks for adults on local history including a talk 

on the history of Balbriggan Library. Fingal Local 

Studies and Archives have organised open days 

where the public can learn about items from the 

collection and resources for local and family 

history.  

Local Studies and Archives will also host a talk on 

genealogy and a talk by Dr. Bernard Kelly on the 

War of Independence in Fingal.  

Dublin Climate Action Week  

Dublin Climate Action Week, which aims to 

showcase and inspire climate action across the 

Dublin region, takes place between 9th to 

15th  September. Fingal Libraries has arranged a 

number of events for all ages to mark this week. 

Primary school children in B lanchardstown and 

Balbriggan will take part in climate action and bio -

diversity workshops with the Rediscovery Centre. 

Author and ecologist Pádraic Fogarty will give a talk 

in Blanchardstown Library. There will also be a 

screening of Irish Documentary Film  ɄA Note for 

NatureɅ in three libraries.  

 



 
 

 

Fingal Libraries Book Bike  

Funding was received from the Chief Executive 

Initiative Scheme to pilot a Book Bike. This is a 

mobile library on an electric cargo bike that will 

attend events in Fingal to promote the library 

services and resources. In collaboration with the 

Active Travel Department, the electric cargo bike 

has been sourced from Bleeper Bike.  

 

Economic Development  

Fingal Skills Strategy  

The Council is currently working on the reiteration 

of the Fingal Skills Strategy.  A Skills Survey was 

open for public participation and we have  

concluded a number of consultations with relevant 

stakeholders.  It is anticipated that that Fingal Skills 

Strategy will be concluded by end of Q4.   

Fingal's TY Student Skills Expo 2024, in 

collaboration with DCU, is set to take place on 

October 15th at The Helix, DCU. This dynamic one -

day event is designed to showcase future 

education pathways and skill development 

opportunities to Transition Year stu dents across 

Fingal. 

 

 
 

Building on the success of last year's event, this 

year's Expo promises to be even more impressive, 

featuring additional stalls, enhanced interactive 

experiences, and a broader range of career 

possibilities for students to explore.  

 

With notices sent to all secondary schools in Fingal, 

over  2,000 students have already registered to 

attend this exciting event . 
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Skyla Project  

 

 
 

Fingal SKYLA Project Team previously shared two 

Good Practices from Fingal with our project 

partners which were identified in collaboration 

with key Fingal County Council stakeholders DRSF 

and Baldoyle Training Centre.  

 

The Fingal SKYLA Project team have hosted a 

delegation from TEK Kompetens, Sweden recently 

they visited companies local to Balbriggan to look 

at best practices in Sustainability and Skills.  

 

Economic Development Strategy  

 

 
 

The Future Fingal Economic Development Strategy 

builds on the socio -economic profile prepared as 

part of the Fingal LECP process and sets out a 

vision, key opportunities and actions to support 

the local economy to 2040.  

 

The official launch of Future Fingal: An  Economic 

Development Strategy took place  on Wednesday, 4 

September , in the Greenwich Suite, Carlton Hotel 

Blanchardstown , Dublin 15 with invitations issued 

from the Mayor to over 200 invitees.  

 

To align with Future Fingal: An Economic 

Development Strategy work is also ongoing on the 

development of a Marketing Plan for the County in 

consultation with key stakeholders.  

 



 
 

 

URBACT ɀ EcoCore  

 
Fingal County Council continues to lead the 

URBACT EcoCore Project which comprises a 

network of  9 small cities/towns in Europe 

focussing on challenges and opportunities for 

green growth and sustainable economic 

development along transport corridors. 

Balbriggan is the lead town and the other partners 

committed to the network are Albu Iulia, Romania; 

Dubrovnik, Croatia; Parnu, Estonia; Kekava,Latvia;  

Villena, Spain; Ormoz, Slovenia; Santo Tirso, 

Portugal; Tuusula, Finland.  

 

The Fingal EcoCore Team are preparing for the 

third and fourth transnational city visits to Tuusula 

in Finland and Kekava in Lativa in September. Both 

cities have similar sustainable development 

challenges along strategic transport corridors.  

 

 

 
 

Citizen, Equality, Rights and Values Programme 

(Cerv)  

CERV is an EU Funding Programme for citizensɅ 

engagement and the implementation of EU rights 

and values. Fingal County Council has been 

awarded CERV funding to participate in 2 separate 

projects, which commenced in January 2023 and 

will continue for 18 mon ths.  
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Work is continuing on the objectives of ɄGreen ϥT 

Your WorkɅ project which are: 

 

 ɍ Youth Debates about European Digital Age 

project highlighting the role of young people in the 

green transition  

 

 ɍ Promote green jobs with the aim of contributing 

to greener European cities  

 

The next meeting will take place on 24th  to 27th   

September 2024, for W ork Package 7 - GREEN 

TRANSITION NEEDS SYNERGY hosted by The 

Municipality of Pregrada (Croatia).   

 

InclusEU  

 

The InclusEU project aims to encourage volunteer 

action as a social response for an inclusive Europe.  

Work continues on the project with partners from 

Italy, Poland, Hungary, Spain, Portugal, the 

Netherlands and Romania. Representatives from 

FingalɅs Sports Office and Empower attended 

Molfetta, Italy, in June with a delegation from 

Fingal, Foroige and the Sports Office attending the 

final event in Heerlen, Netherlands, in September.  

 

 

Green It Your Work  

 



 
 

 

European Urban Initiative ɀ City To City 

Exchanges  

Fingal has recently applied and been accepted to 

participate in an European Urban Initiative City to 

City Exchange. The exchange brings together an 

urban authority facing a specific implementation 

challenge  (Fingal) and another urban authority that 

has expertise which could help tackle the 

challenge. Fingal have entered in an exchange 

agreement with the city of Nokia in Finland to face 

the challenge of developing a strategic eco -

industrial zone to drive sustainable e conomic 

development in Balbriggan. The city of Noki a have 

practical experience and proven results in this 

challenge through the development and 

management of the ECO3 industrial zone in Nokia , 

a bio and circular economy pioneer.   

 

 
 

Sustainable Fingal   

 
 

The EETCD Department are liaising with 

representatives from DCU and DAA to explore a 

work programme for 2024/25 to progress 

collaborative sustainable projects.  Work is 

ongoing to explore opportunities between both 

organisations for synergies in the area o f 

biodiversity and circular economy projects and to 

identify potential funding streams.  
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Smart Balbriggan  

Smart Balbriggan were recently successfully in an 

application under the SFI Discover Programme 

2024 - Science Week call and has been approved 

for funding by SFI at a value of ɚ10,000 direct 

costs.  

An introductory partner meeting took  place on 4th 

July 2024 to discuss the guidelines of the 

Programme.  

 

Staff from EECTD attended a webinar on Public 

procurement which stands out as a decisive, high -

impact lever that cities can use to lead by example 

by purchasing goods and services that support the 

transition to a circular economy.  

 

While a growing number of Circular Cities 

Declaration signatories are reporting using more 

circular practices in their procurement processes, 

there are still challenges with mainstreaming the 

approach across product categories and 

departments. This CCD web inar examined best 

practice examples and tools that cities across 

Europe have used to implement a more circular 

approach to public procurement to support the 

use of circular procurement.  

 
CC Declaration | Fingal County (circularcitiesdeclaration.eu)  

 

Dublin Belfast Economic Corridor  

 

Fingal County CouncilɅs Feasibility Study for the 

development of regional innovation/enterprise 

hubs along the Dublin Belfast Economic Corridor 

has been completed.  

https://circularcitiesdeclaration.eu/cities/fingal-county


 
 

 

The Council continue to liaise with DBEC to 

consider potential funding streams to progress the 

implementation of the StudyɅs recommendations 

and has submitted a concept proposal to the 

Enterprise Ireland Smart Regions Fund for a 

priming grant for a pilot i mplementation of the 

recommendations.  

 

Fingal County Council continues to liaise with DBEC 

on a series of potential projects for DBEC.  

 

Enterprise Ireland ɀ Smart Regions Funding  

 

 
 

The Council ha d submitted a number of concept 

proposals to the Enterprise Ireland Smart Regions 

Fund, includ ing applications under Stream 1 for 

Capital ϥnfrastructure ϥnvestments in the CouncilɅs 

Enterprise Centres and Under Stream 4 for 

Feasibility Studies/Priming Grants for 

consideration. However, f ollowing further 

discussions w ith Enterprise Irela nd and onsite 

visits by Enterprise Ireland to the three enterprise 

centre, it has been agreed to pursuing three 

applications for Smart Regions Funding 

applications for feasibility studies.  

 

LOCAL AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT 

 
 

Fingal Local Community Development 

Committee  

The Fingal LCDC continues to oversee and 

administer the key areas of LEADER and SICAP and 

the various Local Development and Community 

Development funding programmes under its 

remit. The LCDC also manages the Healthy Ireland 

Initiative and the Social Enterp rise Grants Scheme.  
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The LCDC met on 10th  July 2024 to review progress 

on the various programmes under its remit 

including approval of the SICAP Mid-Year Review.  

The next LCDC meeting is scheduled for the 4 th  of 

September.  

 

 

 
 

 

Fingal Local Economic Community Plan 2023 ɀ 

2028  

The adoption of the  LECP incorporates  a two -year 

LECP Implementation Plan .  The LCDC is 

responsible for the implementation of the 

community element of the LECP Plan and also has 

a role to review the economic element of the Fingal 

LECP.  

 

 
 

Local Enhancement Programme 2024  

The Local Enhancement Programme 2024, funded 

by the Department of Rural and Community 

Development, has allocated ɚ220,842.98 to 

support community groups and organi sations 

within the Fingal administrative area. Minister Joe 

OɅBrien TD announced the successful projects, 

which will receive essential funding to enhance 

their facilities.  

All recipients have received their allocated funds 

via Electronic Fund Transfer and are now required 

to submit receipts and photographs as proof of 

expenditure.  

 

 



 
 

 

 
 

 

Smoke Free Homes  

Healthy Fingal, the HSE and Empower have teamed 

up to deliver the Smoke Free Homes Challenge in 

Dublin 15 to encourage people to make their home 

or car smoke free. The programme is linked with 

the local primary school (Mulhuddart NS) to 

educate children on  the harmful effects of 

smoking/vaping and through a colouring 

competition to encourage them to speak about the 

topic at home with their families. The initiative will 

target 5,000 homes in the Corduff/Mulhuddart 

area. 

 

Sports Club Drug Liaison Project  

Healthy Fingal have partnered with the D15 Drugs 

Task Force to set up an information workshop to 

be delivered to sports coaches/volunteers to both 

educate volunteers about the dangers of drugs but 

to also and create a link between sports clubs and 

the drug s task force who can provide support to 

individuals and families. WeɅre looking to start 

delivering the workshop towards the end of 

Sept/beginning of October.  

 

Community Recognition Fund 2023/2024  

The Community Recognition Fund (CRF) 2023 , 

funded by the Department of Rural and 

Community Development, approved the CouncilɅs 

project proposals in March 2023.   
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Fingal County Council has received an allocation of 

ɚ1,748,912 for 26 projects across Fingal. 

 

All projects are required to be complete by 18 th  

October 2024 and work is progressing on the 

implementation of the projects with the Council 

submitting an initial drawdown in 2023 of 

ɚ243,000 with a further drawdown of 

approximately ɚ425,000 submitted in respect of 

works completed to date in 2024.  

 

Community Recognition Fund (CRF)  2024:  

 

In March the Council received an allocation of 

ɚ1,538,573 in respect of the Community 

Recognition Fund (CRF) 2024.  The funding will 

support capital projects which will be delivered 

over the time period 2025/2026. The fund is 

targeted to invest in those communities, villages 

and towns where the highest level of new arrivals 

are located and where a clear need for invest ment 

is identified.  

 

The funding is allocated across 3 application 

windows as outlined below:  

 

Application Window 1 : A number of community 

projects in Fingal received  investment of over 

ɚ630,000 in funding announced on 2nd August by 

Minister for Rural and Community Development, 

Heather Humphreys TD.  

 

 
 



 
 

 

The successful projects to be funded are:  

 

¶ Castleknock Community Centre 

Association CLG for demolition and 

rebuilding of the old credit union building 

(ɚ100,000) 

¶ Accessible Transport Project CLG - Locallink 

Louth Meath Fingal for the purchase of a 

community bus (ɚ100,000) 

¶ O'Dwyers GAA Club for the provision of 

wheelchair access and development of 

facilities (ɚ100,000) 

¶ Hartstown Community Centre for the 

installation of new windows (ɚ102,010) 

¶ Foroige - Coastal North Dublin for 

purchase of a mini -bus (ɚ80,000) 

¶ Trinity Gaels GAA Club for pitch 

enhancement including drainage and 

surfacing (ɚ50,007) 

¶ Phoenix Football Club for development of 

equipment storage facilities (ɚ50,000) 

¶ Skerries Harps GAA and Camogie Club for 

LED floodlighting installation (ɚ50,001) 

 

 

Application Window 2:  

 

The FCC public call closed on August 13th, 2024. 

The evaluation meeting took place on 30 th  August, 

after which the successful applications were 

submitted to the Department of Rural and 

Community Development (DRCD) for approval. 

Approval Timeline for DRCD:  

(1st August to 30th September 2024)  

 

Application Window 3:   

 

FCC Public Call: (November/December 2024)  

Approval Timeline for DRCD:  

(1st January 2025 to 31st January 2025)  

 

The allocation of funding will be a competitive 

process and project proposals will be evaluated by 

the Council for further engagement with the 

applicants to agree the project requirements 

which will then be submitted to the DRCD for 

approval to proceed.  
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SICAP 

 

The annual SϥCAP budget for 2024 is ɚ2,036,355.06 

which includes a separate funding provision for 

new arrivals.   

 
 

The SICAP Oversight Committee meeting took 

place on 10 th  July 2024.  Empower presented an  

overview of the Mid -year report.  The SICAP 

Oversight committee recommended the Mid -year 

Report be brought to the LCDC for approval.  

The Mid -year report was approved by the LCDC.  

 

 

 

 
Leader Programme  

 

Following the outcome of the Local Development 

Strategy (LDS) selection process Fingal LCDC and 

Fingal LEADER Partnership were selected to run 

the LEADER Programme 2023 ɀ 2027 in the Dublin 

rural area. The Dublin Rural LEADER (LAG) includes 

rural areas in the administrative areas of Fingal, 

Dun Laoghaire Rathdown and South Dublin.  

 

The new LEADER programme launched at the end 

of February, following the signing of the LEADER 

Funding Agreement by the Minister for Rural & 

Community Development, Heather Humphreys, 

TD.  

 

 



 
 

 

The next Dublin Rural LAG me eting will take place 

on 17 th  October 2024.   

 

Applications are sought from Individuals, Farm 

Families, Rural Businesses, Community & 

Voluntary Groups and Social Enterprises. Help is 

available to guide you through the process More 

details: www.dublinruralleader.ie  

  

 
 

ENTERPRISE CENTRES 

Following an agreement by the Boards of Directors 

of BASE, Beat and Drinan Enterprise Centres to 

consolidate the management of all three centres, 

the Council has engaged Legal Expertise to 

facilitate the formation of the new legal entity 

ɈInnovate Fingalɉ and has consulted extensively 

with the existing boards of directors with a view to 

the formation of an interim board of directors to 

oversee the formation and implementation of 

Ɉϥnnovate Fingalɉ. 

 

The Managers of BASE, Beat and Drinan Enterprise 

Centres are participating in the Dublin Food Centre 

ManagerɅs Network which was established in 

conjunction with Enterprise Ireland earlier this 

year.  The aim of this initiative is to strengthen the 

food sector in Dublin with 11 Enterprise CentreɅs 

participating.  The ManagerɅs meet quarterly to 

share knowledge, learnings and best practise and 

discuss the challenges and opportunities in the 

sector to support start up entrepreneurs in the 

food sector.  
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FingalɅs Enterprise Centres continue to participate 

in ConnectedHubs.ie a one -stop -shop for remote 

working hubs throughout Ireland and to inform 

the CouncilɅs future policies on such facilities, the 

Council has concluded a public survey of  residents 

and o rganisations in the County with regard to the 

demand of co -working hubs.  

 

 

 

 

All three Enterprise Centres have space available to 

start -up businesses and businesses/individuals 

who wish to avail of remote working options and 

facilities. Bespoke options or generic office fitouts 

can be considered. Occupancy rates at the 

CouncilɅs three enterprise centres are all over 90%. 

The three Enterprise Centres currently support 65 

businesses and over 320 direct jobs.  

 

http://www.dublinruralleader.ie/


 
 

 

TOWN REGENERATION OFFICE 

 

Our Balbriggan 2019 ɀ 2025 Rejuvenation Plan ɀ 

A Socio-Economic Strategy  

 
The Our Balbriggan Programme Office continues 

to support the Leadership Group in providing 

oversight and stewardship for the planɅs 

implementation and is chaired by Dr. David Begg.   

Following the completion of the ɄReview and 

RenewɅ process in June by the Leadership Group, 

the Economic Development, Public Realm & 

Placemaking ,  Education, Skills & Employment, and 

Community  Pillar Groups are to be restructured to 

reflect the implementation progress in the 

programme. A  new Pillar Group for  Sustainability, 

Climate Action and Bio -diversity Pillar is being 

established also.  

 

The review process confirmed the extension of the 

Rejuvenation programme until 2030, bringing it in 

line with the funding horizon for the Urban 

Regeneration Development Fund supported by  the 

Department of Housing, Heritage and Local 

Government . 
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The Council have appointed contractor John 

Craddock Ltd  and work has commenced on the 

redevelopment of the Quay Street, Harbour & 

Environs Project to  be completed on a phased 

basis and will take approximately 19 months. The 

Our Balbriggan Programme Office continues  to 

provide regular updates on the project through 

Social Media Channels and includes detailed 

information on alternative car parking and 

frequently asked questions. Up to date 

information on the project is  available on 

Balbriggan.ie  

 

Tender pack documents for 2 ɀ 4 Dublin Street are 

currently under review and are expected to be 

issue by Q4 2024.   2 - 4 Dublin Street is to be 

transformed into a new Creative Hub with 8 

workspaces at 2 Dublin Street and an ancillary 

connected space at 4 Dublin Street which will 

support STEAM education, training and enterprise 

activities supported by SMART Balbriggan and the 

Fingal Arts Office. Planning permission was 

granted at council in October 2023.  

 

 
 

Demolition works on 14 Bridge Street (house 

known locally as Keelings) have been completed 

and a temporary Pocket Park has been installed 

which has been welcomed locally.  

 



 
 

 

Demolition contractors have completed the 

current phase of excavation works to the rear of 6a 

ɀ 14 Bridge Street.  An Integrated Design Team has 

been appointed and a project initiation meeting 

took place in May 2024. The IDT will look at 

preparing a design  based on best possible uses 

and options in line with site constraints.  Early and 

on-going stakeholder engagement has 

commenced to inform options and will continue 

throughout the design process.  

 

 
 

The programme office is progressing the phase 2 

element of the Balbriggan Tidal Pool and 

Swimming Platform Feasibility Study.  Phase 2 will 

include an economic demand analysis which will 

inform further possible options for this project.  

 

An Internal Project Team has been established 

from the Town Regeneration Office, Our 

Balbriggan and FCC Architects to progress the 

Boathouse and Bathhouse project.  FCC has met 

with local stakeholders and potential end users for 

the Bathhouse and Boathouse  at the Martello 

Tower.  Enabling works commenced in February. 

Works will include full surveys and assessment of 

the site, which will inform the full works design and 

planning proposal. Engineers have been appointed 

to the project.  
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The Our Balbriggan Office continues to generate 

regular and unique content across all social media 

channels, Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, LinkedIn 

with over 5.1k followers on Facebook.  

 

 
 

 
 

Town Centre First ɀ Lusk  

The Lusk Town Centre First Plan, ɈLusk for Lifeɉ, 

was launched by the Mayor of Fingal, Cllr Adrian 

Henchy and the Minister of State at the 

Department of Rural and Community 

Development, Joe OɅBrien, in May 2024.  

 

 



 
 

 

Following the completion of the Lusk for Life Plan, 

Two applications for Project Development 

Measure funding were submitted to the 

Department of Rural and Community 

Development for their consideration. Both these 

project have now been approved for funding These 

projects for identifying the feasibili ty for sport and 

recreation facilities in LuskɅs parklands and for a 

Lusk Farmers Market were taken from the Lusk 

Town Centre First Plan. ɚ75,000 in total has been 

approved.  

In May 2024, under Measure 1: Town Centre First 

Suite of Supports 2024, three applications for 

funding of ɚ10,000 per village were approved in 

respect of establishing and supporting town teams 

in Ballyboughal, Balrothery, and Donabate. A 

consultant has bee n appointed to assist the Town 

Regeneration Office Team in establishing the new 

Town Teams, building their capacity and 

identifying projects for funding opportunities.  

Town Centre First ɀ Rush  

At the National Town Centre First Day held 28 th  

February in Limerick, the Minister for Rural and 

Community Development, Heather Humphries 

T.D. announced that Rush had been selected as 

FingalɅs second Town Centre First Town. The Town 

Regeneration Office welcomes the selection of 

Rush as a Town Centre First Town and engagement 

with the Local Elected Members, the Community 

and the Business Sector in Rush will be invited 

shortly to establishing a new Rush Town Team. 

This new Town Team will prepare a new Town 

Centre First Plan for Rush. A consultant has been  

selected to work with the new Town Team in 

supporting the Town Regeneration Office in 

delivering a new Town Centre First Plan for Lusk.  
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Town & Village Renewal Schemes  

The Town Regeneration Office is currently 

facilitating two recently approved projects under 

this scheme from 2023. A Phase 4 development of 

Floraville Park in Skerries (ɚ55,800) and upgrades 

to the Rush Community Centre (ɚ64,350) have 

been approved by the Department of Rural and 

Community Development.  

 

 
 

the Town Regeneration Office recently completed 

the implementation of projects in Rush, Donabate, 

Oldtown, Naul, St. MargaretɅs and Balrothery. With 

respect to these 6 schemes, the local authority has 

invested ɚ282,276.00 in total funding drawn down 

from t he Department of Rural and Community 

Development to support the revitalisation of our 

Rural towns.  

 

Streetscape Enhancement Scheme 2024  

Streetscape Enhancement Scheme 2024 was 

launched on the 15 th of  March, 2024 and 

expressions of interest were sought from 

qualifying commercial and community premises 

located within areas designated as ɈMajor Town 

Centreɉ, ɈTown and District Centreɉ, ɈLocal Centreɉ 

or ɈRural Villageɉ within the Fingal County 

Development  Plan 2023-2029. Under the scheme, 

up to 50% of the cost of improvements, up to a 

maximum grant amount of ɚ1,500 per eligible 

property, is available, subject to terms and 

conditions. A total of 41 applications were received 

by the closing date, 32 of which  have now received 

offers of funding subject to project completion by 

31st August 2024.  

 

A further scheme will be announced shortly.  



 
 

 

Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme  

 

One project was approved under the Outdoor 

Recreation ϥnfrastructure Scheme for 2024, " ɈSea 

Swimming at Skerries Springersɉ. The Town 

Regeneration Office has commenced the study 

process by engaging with local stakeholders, 

gathering, and collating feedbac k to inform future 

options and study scope. Consultant  engineers 

have been appointed to assist with the study and 

have met with the local swimmers during August.   

 

Derelict Sites  

 

140 statutory notices have issued to owners of 

Derelict properties to the end of July 2024. This 

shows a significant increase in notices issued by 

the Council compared to a total of 18 at this point 

in time in 2023.  

 

The Derelict Sites team continue to focus on 

engagement with the owners of these existing 

derelict sites and identifying further derelict sites 

across the county.  
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The Town Regeneration Office actively encourages 

the reporting of potential derelict sites. Referrals 

can be made by accessing the Report Form on 

Fingal County CouncilɅs public website and 

emailing the completed form to 

derelictsites@fingal.ie 

 
 

LEO Fingal provides a broad suite of support 

services to stimulate enterprise and enable small 

businesses to succeed. Some of the LEO highlights 

for the Summer of 2024 are as follows:   

 

Fingal Business Network   

 

 
 

The Fingal Business Network Event for the third 

quarter of 2024 is a comprehensive guide to Digital 

Marketing for small businesses with speaker Greg 

Fry. The event will be held in the Clayton Dublin 

Airport Hotel on Wednesday 25 th  September from 

10:00am to 1:30pm. The event will cover all aspects 

of Digital Marketing for Small businesses and will 

allow for a Questions and Answer session as well 

as networking before and after with buffet lunch 

being served. Established by LEO Fingal  in Summer 

2022, Fingal Business Network meets quarterly.  

 

Student Enterprise Programme  

 

mailto:derelictsites@fingal.ie


 
 

 

Registrations are now open for participation in the 

2024/2025 Fingal Student Enterprise Programme. 

Secondary Schools across Fingal are being 

encouraged to sign -up for this yearɅs Student 

Enterprise Programme (SEP). Students will develop 

their own actual bu sinesses, researching, 

resourcing, trading services and products, with the 

guidance of business mentors. Fingal LEO boasts 

the largest enterprise programme for second level 

students in the country.  

 

Fingal Enterprising Women Network  

 

 
 

Preparations are underway as LEO Fingal prepares 

to host the 2024 National WomenɅs Enterprise Day 

which is scheduled to take place in the Crowne 

Plaza, Blanchardstown, on October 17 th , to be 

hosted by MC Mary Kennedy and featuring a stellar 

line -up of inspirational speakers.  

 

Fingal Business Supports Briefings  

 
 

The Fingal Business Supports Briefing series 

returns on September 4 th  in the Riasc Centre,  

Kinsealy with some 100 business owner managers 

and aspiring entrepreneurs expected to attend. 

The session is run monthly entrepreneurs to hear 

about the supports available to them from the 

Local Enterprise Office and other state agen cies.  
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Food Supports   

 

  
 

LEO Fingal is the lead Local Enterprise Office on the 

Summer series of food talks held by Dublin Food 

Chain. The first session was a discussion on startup 

and branding with Colum OɅSullivan of Cully & 

Sully, then we had a session with Michaek 

McCambridge of McCambridges bakery and the 

final session is on Thursday 29 th  August with Barra 

McFeely of Tesco. 

 

LEO Fingal is also sponsoring a trade delegation to 

the Lunch Expo in London on 18th September with 

5 Fingal food businesses travelling on a one -day 

market research & lead generation mission.  

 

Evaluations and Approvals Committee    

 

The Evaluation and Approvals Committee (EVAC) 

has approved ɚ724,278 across 34 Business 

Feasibility, Priming and Expansion Grants to date 

in 2024.  16 Technical Assistance for Micro 

Exporters grants to the value of ɚ39,400 and three 

Digital for Business grants amounting to ɚ13,500 

have been approved year to date. The next EVAC 

meeting will be held on 2 nd October 2024.  

 

Management Development  

 

 
 

Applications for the Autumn Leadership for 

Accelerated Growth programme are now open. 

The programme provides an opportunity for SME 

owner/managers to build on the necessary 

leadership skills and knowledge needed to 

successfully compete in existing, new and  

international markets.  



 
 

 

The latest Ɉϥnternational Best Practiceɉ training 

programme will commence on September 17 th  and 

is delivered to small groups by way of onsite skills 

development workshops and online workshops. 

As part of the programme, the owner/manager 

participants each produce Work Based 

Assessments which document their strategic plan 

and acts as a living docu ment as well as a point in 

time reference for where their business is now and 

the actions they need to take to grow.     

 

Energy Efficiency Grant Scheme   

 

 
 

The Local Enterprise Office (LEO) Energy Efficiency 

Grant has just been revamped and relaunched 

with several significant changes, the main one 

being its increase from ɚ5,000 to ɚ10,000 and a 

change from match funding to now covering up to 

75% of eligible c osts. The Energy Efficiency Grant is 

an excellent opportunity for small businesses to 

continue their business more sustainably and 

efficiently, which will benefit them in the long run.  

To apply businesses need to be solvent and 

operating within Fingal for  at least 12 months.  

 

Trading Online Voucher Scheme   

 
 

An initiative under the GovernmentɅs National 

Digital Strategy, the Trading Online Voucher (TOV) 

scheme supports small businesses by allowing 

them to enhance their online offering by providing 

a grant of up to ɚ2,500 for ecommerce and digital 

marketing act ivities, as well as giving businesses a 

better understanding of how they can exploit E -

Commerce opportunities for their business.  
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A total of 55 applications have been approved in 

the amount of ɚ122,379 to date in 2024. The next 

Trading Online Voucher webinar will be held online 

on Friday 5 th  July. The Minister for Enterprise 

recently announced that new measures will be 

implemented soon which will bring to and the 

current TOV Scheme, to be replaced by a new 

Ɉdigitalisationɉ scheme which will incorporate a 

doubling of the grant offering as well  as other key 

changes.  

 

Business Advice Clinics and Mentoring    

 

 
 

LEO Fingal provides one to one business support 

services through Business Advice Clinics and a 

Mentoring programme, both online and in person. 

These services are provided free of charge to small 

businesses. The Fingal mentor panel consists of a 

variety of skilled and experienced mentors from a 

range of business backgrounds.   So far this year, 

540 clients have availed of one -to -one advice in our 

Business Advice Clinics. The Mentoring 

Programme has already seen 300 clients receiving 

expert mentoring so far th is year.  

 

Microfinance Ireland Loans     

 

LEO Fingal provides a loan scheme through its 

partnership with Microfinance Ireland, with loans 

of up to ɚ25,000 per approved applicant. LEO 

Fingal is actively promoting the availability of loans 

from businesses that have difficulty raising finance 

from their bank. Applications are processed and 

assessed by LEO Fingal and submitte d to MFI 

(Microfinance Ireland). Applications submitted 

through LEO Fingal are eligible for a reduced 

interest rate. LEO Fingal has processed and 

submitted 24 MFI loan applications to date in 2024.  

A government decision in May 2024 announced 

the doubling of the maximum loan available from 

MFϥ funding, rising to ɚ50,000. 



 
 

 

Training and Events   

 

LEO Fingal has launched itɅs new semester of 

training for September to year end. The training is 

aimed at business owner/managers, with over 

2,281 participants in LEO Fingal Training & Events 

so far in 2024. The ninth Start Your Own Business 

course of 2024  started on 20th August 2024 with a 

total of 110 participants availing of this 

programme year to date with an additional 41 

attendees at the Start -up Bootcamp during Local 

Enterprise Week. Additionally, there have been 

three Social Media and Digital Market ing QQI 

courses with 34 participants year to date with a 

fourth course starting on September 17 th . 

 

Internationalisation and Export Development   

 

 

 
 

The TAME (Exporter) grant enables small 

businesses to explore and develop new market 

opportunities by providing up to ɚ2,500 to 

businesses investigating and researching export 

markets. Sixteen Fingal businesses have been 

approved for Export Grants (TAME) t o date in the 

amount of ɚ39,400.   

 

A new Export Development programme will 

commence in H2 2024 and will be rolled out 

throughout all 31 LEOs, targeting first -time 

exporters with national and local targets attaching.  
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OPERATIONS 

Contents  

Works Programmes  

Car Parking Services  

Burial Grounds Services  

Beaches  

Traffic Operations County -wide  

Fleet Management & Plant Hire Unit  

Public Lighting  

Recycling Centre Update  

Licences  

Surface Water  

 

Works Programme  

 

Balbriggan  / Rush -Lusk  /  Swords Area  

 

Balbriggan Area Parks  

 

 
ü Ballygara Park, Garristown  

 

As part of 2024 Programme of Works a new area 

of Adult Exercise Equipment was installed in 

Ballygara Park, Garristown.  

 

 
ü Skerries Town Park  
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Ongoing car park layout improvement works to 

improve accessibility to Skerries Mills. This is a 

collaborative project between Operations, 

Architects, Public Lighting and Active Travel 

Departments . Landscaping almost completed 

within car park area.  

 

 
ü Skerries Town Park  

 

Ongoing Park layout improvement works including 

outdoor chess tables installed recently along old 

Millers Lane path within the park  

 

 
ü Skerries Town Park  

 



 
 

 

Ongoing Park layout improvement works including 

refurbished paths and additional newly installed 

seating.  

 

 
ü Balbriggan Beach Swimming Shelter  

 

The recently installed beach changing shelter in 

Balbriggan allows for a hanging and sitting area 

that is under cover to prevent bags and clothes 

being exposed to the weather and is open visually 

so that it does not become an attraction for anti -

social activity. This was a long -awaited addition to 

the beach and has been well received by the 

vibrant sea swimming groups.  

 

 
ü Rosepark Estate, Balrothery  

 

Recently Installed Climbing Play Equipment 

installed on the open space at Rosepark Estate, 

Balrothery as part of the 2024 Programme of 

Works. 
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Swords Area Parks  

 

 
ü Santry Demesne  

 

As part of the 2024 Programme of Works a new 

landscaping scheme was implemented at the 

pedestrian entrance along the DCC entrance road.  

 

 
ü Portrane Green  

 

A recently painted mural along the side of the small 

green at the entrance to Portrane Beach. The new 

mural now screens the coastal protection 

construction access  

 

 
ü Active Age Area, Newbridge Demesne.  

 

Following requests from the vibrant Active Age 

group using Newbridge Demesne, a second boules 

area was installed in the Active Age Area at 

Newbridge Demesne.  



 
 

 

 
ü Car Park Entrance, Newbridge 

Demesne. A new recently planted 

landscaping scheme at the entrance to 

public car park at Newbridge Demesne.  

 

 
ü Swords Main Street MUGGA, Balheary 

Park  

 

New line marking has been added to the existing 

Basketball / Mugga area in Balheary Park, Swords.  

 

Area Roads Programme  

 

Swords  LEA 

 

Hollywell , Swords, Weeding and cleaning of paths 

and cycle lane by FCC crews. 
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Balbriggan LEA  

 

80m of new concrete footpaths replaced carried 

out by Fancourt Depot construction  crew at Tara 

Cove, Balbriggan.  

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 

New road drainage installed by Fancourt Depot 

roads crew on the R132 at the Delvin Bridge where 

a long-standing localised flooding issue used to 

occur.  

 

 
 

 
 

 

Rush / Lusk LEA  

 

New road gullies installed by Fancourt Depot roads 

crew along Drisho ge Lane in advance of surface 

dressing works.  
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Road reconstruction and macadam overlay works 

commencing today as part of surface dressing 

works on Head Road in Garristown as part of 2024 

Roads Programme.  

 

 
 

Bridges Programme  

 

Works have been carried out to refurbish several 

bridges throughout the county.  

 
 



 
 

 

Drynam Footbridge Resurfacing  

 
 

 
 
Old Mill Bridge Refurbishment:  
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Brownscross Bridge Refurbishment:  

 

 
Woodpark Bridge Refurbishment:  

 

 

 
 

 



 
 

 

Public Conveniences ɀ South Beach Rush   

The replacement of the public toilets at South 

Beach, Rush is complete and  now  available for use 

by the public.  

 
 

Howth Malahide Area   

Program me  of Works  

Binn Eadair Footpaths in Sutton. Footpath repairs 

as part of the 2024 POW.  
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Seapark Malahide defective concrete footpaths 

replaced as part of the 2024 POW.  

 

 
 

 
 

 


