
Scots pine  

The Scots pine (Pinus sylvestris), also known as the pine tree, is a species of coniferous 

tree belonging to the family Pinaceae. It is native to Europe, including parts of Asia and 

North Africa. The Scots pine is one of the most widely distributed pine species in the 

world and is well-known for its adaptability to various environmental conditions. 

Botanists from Trinity College Dublin have re-written Ireland’s natural history books by 

discovering that Scots pine trees are in fact native to the country, and that they have 

been thriving in County Clare for thousands of years. The tree is important in providing 

habitat for many of Ireland’s native flora and fauna.  

Scots pine was one of the first trees to colonise Ireland after the ice sheets of the last 

glaciation finally melted, some 12,000 years ago. Despite its initial abundance it 

gradually declined to disappear from most parts of the country about 4,000 years ago. 

While it was assumed that Scots pine had become extinct in Ireland, it managed to 

persist in a few locations for an additional 2,000 years. The tree's complete 

disappearance was thought to have occurred until it was reintroduced from Scotland in 

the 17th century through planting. Interestingly, the local extinction of Scots pine in 

Ireland mirrored similar patterns observed in England, Wales, Belgium, the Netherlands, 

and Denmark. 

Morphologically, the Scots pine is a medium to large-sized evergreen tree that typically 

reaches heights of 20 to 40 meters. In exceptional cases, it can grow up to 45 meters 

The tree has a straight trunk with reddish-brown bark that becomes scaly and fissured 

with age. The branches form a broad, conical crown when mature. 

The leaves of the Scots pine are needle-like and arranged in pairs, measuring about 4 to 

7 centimetres in length. They are dark green in colour and persist on the tree for several 

years before shedding. The pine needles emit a pleasant aroma when crushed. 

Scots pine is highly adaptable and can grow in a wide range of soil types, including 

sandy and acidic soils. It is a pioneer species, meaning it can colonize disturbed areas 

and regenerate forests after wildfires or logging. The tree is well-suited to cold climates 

and can tolerate harsh winter conditions. 

The Scots pine has been widely used for various purposes throughout history. Its wood 

is valued for construction, furniture making, and as a source of timber. The tree also has 

cultural and symbolic significance in many regions and is often associated with 

wilderness and natural landscapes. 

In summary, the Scots pine is a resilient and versatile coniferous tree known for its 

straight trunk, conical crown, needle-like leaves, and distinctive cones. It plays an 

important ecological role and has been utilized by humans for centuries for both 

practical and aesthetic purposes. 


