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Fingal County Council,
Civic Offices,

Grove Road,
Blanchardstown,
Dublin 15



This leaflet is a guide to Fingal County Council’s rent assessment and collection.

Rent is based on the income source of each member of the household over 18* years of age.
This is known and referred to as assessable income.

How is Rent Calculated at our properties?

We calculate rent for each household member over 18 on 12% of their assessable income.
Assessable income is Net income. That is Gross income minus TAX, PRSI and USC. This is then
divided by the number of weeks worked in current job and/or the number of weeks receiving

social welfare payments.

The highest earner is the principal earner their rent is calculated at 12% of their income/
earnings (this is not necessarily the tenant). There is no rent cap on the rent amount charged.

Subsidiary earners are all other persons over 18, who have an income in the household or who
are entitled to an income. Their rent is also calculated at 12% but capped at a €40 charge per
week.

A charge for your gas boiler maintenance and management fee will be applied weekly.

The table below shows income included in the 12% rent calculation.

Type of income Included in rent
calculation

Wages and salaries (including overtime) for employed and v
self-employed individuals
Working Family Payment formerly known as Family Income v
Supplement (FIS)
Back to Work Allowance v
Back to Education Allowance v
Pensions: State, private and foreign v
Social welfare payments: Jobseeker's allowance and
benefit, Disability allowance and benefit, One parent Family
payment, Carer’s allowance and benefit, Deserted Wives v
allowance and benefit, Maternity benefit, Supplementary
welfare allowance and benefit, Pandemic unemployment
payments, Qualified adult payments
Child maintenance payments: court order/voluntary v

*Over 18 - unless you are a student in full time education*



The table below shows income excluded from the 12% rent calculation.

Type of income Excluded from rent
calculation

Domiciliary care allowance

Foster care allowance
Child benefit
Higher education grants

Living alone allowance

Fuel/telephone allowance

Over 80's allowance

Exceptional needs payments

Carer's support grant

Orphan'’s allowance payments

XX XXX [ D X | 2| [ X[ > ]|

Assistance received from a charitable organisation

Reductions may apply if members of the household take part in the
following schemes/courses:

Community Employment scheme: If a tenant/occupantis on a Community Employment scheme,
we will reduce their income to their social welfare payment for a maximum of 3 years, after which
time their employment income will be applied in full.

Full time education courses: Students in full time education, who are not the tenant(s) (No age
restriction) can earn up to €15,000 per annum (Employment detail summary for proof) before
they become liable to pay rent in their own right. A letter from the relevant college confirming
their attendance at full time education is required annually. Student income exceeding €15,000 is
assessable for rent.

The parent of the student will have the qualified child charge incorporated into their rent charge.
Apprenticeship: If undertaking an apprenticeship, Fingal will assess you on your social welfare
“age equivalent rate” payment unless the income from the apprenticeship exceeds €15,000. Like

that of a student, income exceeding €15,000 is assessable for rent.

To ensure a fair differential rent charge per tenancy, Fingal County Council calculates and applies
a minimum rent charge to all households based on all members living there.

This calculation is comprised of what you would be entitled to receive from the Department of
Social Protection, irrespective of whether the person is claiming the payment or not.



How often will my income be assessed for rent ?

Your household income will be assessed once every two years based on the information we
request from you. It is important that you send all evidence of employment income when
required as this will affect the amount you will be charged for your rent and no changes will be
made to this in the two years following your assessment .

We will accept a permanent change of income (permanent meaning it will apply to you for more
than 12 weeks) but no other changes will be applied to your account during the two year period.

What do | need to do as a tenant?

+ Payrentontime and in full, as per your tenancy agreement.
* Return Rent Assessment Form and required documents in full when requested
* Reply to any correspondence/contact from our office.

Contact the rent assessment team when there is permanent change to your household
circumstances (of more than 3 months). Examples include but are not restricted to:

* A new job or loss of job.

+ Change in your Social protection payment or end of payment.

+ If someone moves into your property following permission received from the Council.
+ If someone moves out of your property (inform Rents with documented proof).

+ Births, Marriages, or Deaths.

Documents for reassessment if in employment:

Employment Income

Type of income What is this for?
Employment Detail Summary for |For all new jobs. Provides details of annual
previous tax year income
Statement of Liability for If multiple jobs held in one year

previous tax year

Pay and Tax details year to date |New job start date and salary with deductions

Cease certificate (formerly P45) End date for job to close off income

Log on to www.revenue.ie via the myAccount and PAYE services option to access the above documents.

Self Employment Income

Information required What is this for?
Notice of assessment (all 4 pages) For self employment income including
deductions
Tax registration cancellation For termination of self employed income
notification form

The above documents available from www.revenue.ie



When is rent due?
Rent is due to be paid weekly.

If you wish to pay monthly rent must be paid in advance. Call 01 8905000 for assistance from an
officer in the rent account management team.

Rent is applied the Saturday after the date you sign your tenancy agreement and every Saturday
thereafter.

How can rent be paid?

Payment through the Council's Cash Payments Office at Blanchardstown or Swords.

By Telephone on 01 8905000 using your Laser, Visa Debit, Visa, Mastercard or Revolut between
9.30 a.m. to 3.30 p.m. (Please quote your Tenancy Account Number beginning with the letter D,

R, M, L etc).

A Standing Order deduction through your Bank. Forms available by emailing rents.collection@
fingal.ie (Please quote your Tenancy Account Number beginning with the letter D, R, M, L etc).

Direct payment at the Post Office using your Council rent payment card.

Household Budget Deduction: Rent can be deducted weekly at source from certain Social
Welfare payments. Forms are available from An Post or rents.collection@fingal.ie.

Postpoint: Rent can be paid through local shops, petrol stations etc where you see the
Postpoint sign. A list of outlets are available from postpoint.ie by clicking on find your nearest
store.

Failure to pay your rent is a breach of your tenancy agreement and
may result in court action and eviction.

What can | do if | can’'t pay my rent?

If you are having difficulty in paying your rent due to exceptional circumstances, please contact an
officer in the rent account management section.

Contact Us:

Rent Account Management Section | Housing Department | Fingal County Council

For rent payments, payment methods and refunds, email: rents.collection@fingal.ie
For rent arrears and making rent payment plans, email: rents.arrears@fingal.ie
For permanent changes in household composition, email: rents.assessments@fingal.ie

Post: Rent Account Management Section, Housing Department, Fingal County Council, Grove
Road, Blanchardstown, D15 W638
Tel: 01 8905000
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