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Chief ExecutiveɅs Foreword 

 

As the end of the year approaches, it presents a good 

opportunity to look back over the last 12 months and assess 

our achievements and fulfilled objectives. 2022 has been a 

particularly busy time as we prioritised the provision of 

Housing and associated infrastructure for the pe ople of 

Fingal, we also progressed the plans for the Fingal Coastal 

Way, the Draft Fingal Development Plan 2023 ɀ 2029 was 

prepared and our focus on providing quality services to the 

people of Fingal across all departments continued. As we 

are all aware, the worldɅs geopolitical and economic 

situation remains uncertain and against this backdrop, this 

year Fingal County Council agreed an annual budget of  

ɚ333m for  2023 to safeguard the delivery of key services 

and to allow for significant investment in proje cts and 

initiatives. This budget, which an 11% increase on the 2022 

budget, comes on the back of FingalɅs three-year ɚ989m 

Capital Programme which was presented to Councillors in 

October. Over the life of the programme, Fingal will provide 

funding for appr oximately 266 projects which will enhance 

infrastructure, amenities and communities across the 

county .  

  

In January of this year, the first sod was turned on the 

Church Fields Link Road and Cycle Network to provide for 

new connectivity to facilitate the development of the Church 

Fields Masterplan which will deliver housing, retail and 

community amenities to support the sustainable growth of 

Mulhuddart. Fast forward to last month, I was very pleased 

to have welcomed Taoiseach Micheál Martin and Minister 

for Housing Darragh OɅBrien TD to Church Fields to see the 

progress made on one of the largest developments that 

Fingal is currently taking forward. Whilst around 100 social 

homes are now nearing completion, once the development 

is fully completed it will pr ovide around 1,000 new 

properties on a 37 -hectare site. Fingal County Council 

remains committed to providing quality, sustainable and 

energy efficient homes whilst seeking to create thriving and 

prosperous communities with excellent amenities. I look 

forwa rd to seeing the progress on this exciting project over 

the coming year.  

 

During the year, we were again in a position to stage some 

wonderful events across the county. Our parks, beaches, 

libraries, community centres and public spaces hosted 

events such as Bike Week, Fingal Pride, the Malahide 

Concerts, Fingal Festival of Fire and various seasonal events 

to name but a few. These events proved to be hugely 

successful both in terms of the cross departmental 

collaboration in staging the events and through th e 

enjoyment brought to the thousands who attended. 

Looking forward to 2023, Fingal County Council will again be 

bringing you a diverse and exciting programme of events to 

shine a spotlight on entertainment, the arts, sports, 

creativity, locally produced go ods and celebration of 

integration within Fingal.  

 

 

This month will see the deadline for observations or 

submissions regarding the proposed material alterations 

on the Draft Fingal Development Plan 2023 ɀ 2029. 

Interested parties will have until Thursday 22nd December 

2022 at 12 noon to submit their observations on the 

document. This has been a lengthy and meticulous process 

which prompted 1,937 submissions and observations 

during the public consultation process. It has been 

gratifying to see the investmen t from interested parties 

wishing to have a say in the future direction of the county 

from an economic, social and environmental standpoint. A 

report on the submissions received on the Proposed 

Material Alterations and the Environmental Report and 

Natura I mpact Report and SFRA will be submitted to the 

Elected Members on 13th January 2023. The Elected 

Members will consider the report and will adopt the final 

Plan at one or more Special Council Meetings, the last to be 

held no later than 24th February 2023. T he Planning 

Authority envisages that the final Plan will be adopted in 

February 2023 and come into effect six weeks later.  

 

Looking ahead to next year, there will be progress on major 

projects such as the Swords Cultural Quarter ɀ the creation 

of a new Cou nty Library and Arts venue for the local 

community as well as a public space linking Swords Castle 

and a proposed civic centre building, bringing new life to the 

centre of the town, and The ɄOur BalbrigganɅ regeneration 

project. Work on the project is ongo ing and when complete, 

the town of Balbriggan will have benefitted from a more 

than ɚ50 million  investment to completely transform the 

town and harbour area to create a dynamic and attractive 

space which will further highlight BalbrigganɅs position as an 

exciting, vibrant location in Fingal. Supported by next yearɅs 

robust budget, works will also continue in earnest on our 

works programmes  across all departments including 

Operations, Planning and Strategic Infrastructure, Housing 

and Community Development,  Green Infrastructure and 

Active travel.  

 

On behalf of myself and the Executive Management Team I 

would like to thank the Elected Members for their support 

and commitment this year and I also wish to thank Fingal 

County Council staff who constantly strive to deliver quality 

services to the people of Fingal.  

 

I would like to wish you and your families a Merry Christmas 

and a happy and prosperous New Year.   

 

AnnMarie Farrelly  

Chief Executive  
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People Services  

People Services have a large scale recruitment 

campaign continuing in  December 2022. This 

brings the total amount of recruitment campaigns 

to 122 to date. There was an increase of 170 

Appointments in comparison to the figures for 

2021 

 

 Recruitment Programme 2022  

Recruitment Campaigns  122 

Campaigns  Completed  74 

Current Campaigns  43 

Campaigns Pending  5 

Applicants  to date  2289 

Interviews Held to date   1918 

Number of Appointments  481 

New Starters  292 

Internal Promotions  189 

Number of Leavers    180 

Resignations  115 

Number of  Retirements   65 

Number of Job Offers Year to date  731 

Number of Offers Declined  205 

Number of Current Job Offers  45 

Job Offers Internal  6 

Job Offers External  39 
 

Wellbeing Strategy:  

The first meeting of the Wellbeing Committee took 

place on November 28th. Wellbeing Champions 

will meet on December 9th. These meetings will 

help to facilitate staff input into the plans for 2023Ʌs 

Wellbeing initiatives and supports. These meetings 

are a great two way communication tool for staff 

wellbeing issues and there is great representation 

across all staff levels and departments. A list of 

committee members and champions will be placed 

on staff messages so that staff can contact them 

with feedback an d suggestions.  

 

Mental Health Workshops are taking place on 

December 1st, 8th and 14th for employees and 

managers. These workshops will include:  

 

¶ An introduction to mental health and 

wellbeing  

¶ Common mental health issues and their 

signs and symptoms  

¶ Taking stock of your own mental health 

and ways to protect and improve it  

¶ How to start a conversation about mental 

health  

¶ How to appropriately support someone in 

distress or crisis  

¶ Support services available, how to access 

them or direct others to wards them.  

 

More Seminars will be announced in December to 

include Building Resilience, Managing Stress and 

Making Changes.  

 

The Winter Wellbeing competition was a great 

success. The competition was designed to increase 

engagement with the Wellbeing Platform and app 

available to staff. The competition has increased 

the registration on our staff wellbeing app from 80 

in September to 401 by end of November. We hope 

staff will find great resources on the app to help 

them improve their physical and mental wellbeing.  

 

¶ Applications for Flu Vaccination refund 

scheme are still open and can be 

forwarded to wellbeing@fingal.ie  

 

¶ The (NFF) Network Fingal Forum Staff 

Health Checks took place from November 

14th to 23rd at County Hall and Grove 

Road.  

 

mailto:wellbeing@fingal.ie


 
 

Blended Working  

People Services have launched  new online 

Blended Working App. All employees were invited 

to apply for a Blended Working arrangement for 

2023 via this new App. The Blended Working App 

was open for applications from Monday 28 th  

November to Friday 9 th  December 2022. Approval 

decisions will be made by Friday 16 th  December 

2022. 

 
Learning & Development:  

November was anot her busy month for training 

with the following courses completed. A new 

course this month was Skid pan training for Gritter 

Drivers and operations drivers who drive in 

adverse weather conditions. This received great 

feedback and a short information video w as 

released by communications to showcase this 

training.  

 

Business & Interpersonal Skills  

ü Time Management  

ü Minute Taking  

ü Effective writing  

ü Personal effectiveness Grade 3 & 4  

ü A to Z Local Government  

ü Grade 8 Programme 2&3  

ü Supervisory Management  

ü Presentation Skills  

ü Managing Aggressive behaviour  

ü Diversity & Interculturalism  

ü Dignity & Equality Training  

ü Employment Law  

ü Ignite Programme 5&6  

 

Health and Safety  

ü Chainsaw training  

ü Vehicle inspection  

ü Safe pass training  

ü Lugs  

ü Scaffolding training  

ü MEWP training  

ü Tractor Training  

ü Road Opening & Reinstatement  

ü First Aid Training  

ü Skid Pan Training  

ü Confined Space Medium Risk  

ü Manual Handling  

 

 

 

IT 

ü Intro to Excel  

ü Working Smart Outlook  

 

ɈHSU ɀ Health & Safety Unit   

Monitoring of staff self-isolations as a result of 

Covid-19 illness continues with incidences 

remaining in single digits for November.  Fingal 

County Council achieved a Higher Distinction 

Award along with an Exceptional High Achiever 

Award at the recent National Irish Safety 

Organisation & Northern Ireland Safety Group 

awards ceremony.   This all-Ireland annual safety 

award ceremony has been in existence for 31 

years.  Safety audits and site safety inspections 

continued for the month of November with 4 

audits and 23 inspections  to date.   2 ancillary 

safety statements were completed and published 

on Share point while an increase in staff queries 

pertaining to remote VDU assessments for 

blended working were answered towards the end 

of the month.ɉ   

 

Customer Services  

For the month  of November the CouncilɅs 

Customer Care Agents dealt with -  

 

Calls                    16,581 

Emails                 611 

Footfall               2,698 

 

CRM 

Staff continue to work on the Customer 

Relationship Management System (CRM) and issue 

responses to representations from Elected 

Members (Councillors, TDs and Senators) and 

complaints submitted by the public. The month of 

November had a total of 642 Elected  MembersɅ 

representations.  

 

 
 
 



 
 

The table below shows the total number of Elected 

MembersɅ representations assigned to each 

Department to date in 2022.  

 

 
 

 

Digital Services  

¶ Digital Working  

¶ Digital Services Infrastructure & Support  

¶ Smart Dublin Showcase 

 

 

Digital Working  

In November staff took part in 8,920 Teams 

meetings, 29,069 calls took place, and 1,019,121 

emails were received or sent by the Council.  

 

 
 

 

Digital Services Infrastructure & Support  

1,512 support calls were logged by Council staff 

with the Digital Services Service Desk in the past 

month and 15 calls were logged by Councillors with 

Sord.  98.28% server availability and 100% network 

availability was achieved in the month of 

November.  

 

Smart Dublin Showcase at International Smart 

City Conference   

 

In November, Smart Dublin represented the 4 

Dublin Local Authorities at EuropeɅs leading Smart 

City Conference, the ɄSmart City Expo World 

CongressɅ. The aim of the event is to help create 

sustainable and inclusive cities.  The Smart Dublin 

regional team held a stand at the event to 

showcase the variety of smart places projects 

happening across the 4 Dublin Local Authorities.    

 

 

At the event, the Smart Dublin regional team with 

DCC, were successful in securing an award for their 

work on  Accelerating the Potential of Drones for 

Local Government - Smart Dublin .   

  

From Smart Balbriggan, the team presented the 

Balbriggan 3D Model, IoT and citizen science 

projects.    

 

https://smartdublin.ie/accelerating-the-potential-of-drones-for-local-government-2/
https://smartdublin.ie/accelerating-the-potential-of-drones-for-local-government-2/


 
 

Communications  

The Communications Unit has worked with the 

Economic Enterprise Tourism and Cultural 

Development Department to organise a Shop 

Fingal campaign this Christmas with print, online 

and outdoor advertisements targeted at residents 

across the county.  

 

 
 

 

Media  

The Communications Unit issued 14 press releases 

during November which included the TaoiseachɅs 

visit to the housing construction site at Church  

Fields. Other topics included the passing of the 

2023 Council Budget, the Residential Zoned Land 

Tax, Fingal Inclusion Week, Light Up Your Bike and 

Girls Get Active. The Unit dealt with 30 media 

queries during the month with almost one -third 

relatin g to Housing.  

 

Social Media  

The best performing social media post in 

November was on Facebook when a post on 

November 30 announcing the switching on of the 

Christmas Lights for the Coolmine/Clonsilla area 

by the Mayor of Fingal recorded a reach of 113,047 . 

The next best post on Facebook was a reach of 

24,761 for a post about the Enchanted Garden at 

Shackleton Gardens in Clonsilla.  

 

The best performing tweet during the month was 

the announcement of a major water outage across 

North Fingal on November 22 whi ch generated 

13,830 impressions. The following day saw 11 

tweets generate 45,917 impressions which was 

three times the average for the month.  

 

Posts that day included updates on the water 

outage, the development plan consultation, Fingal 

Coastal Way consultation, the Vacant Property Tax 

and the Malahide Santa Parade.  

 

 

 
 

 

On Facebook our corporate page had a reach of 

139,925 while the reach on Instagram was 10,003.  

Facebook now had 29,450 followers while 

Instagram has 6,014.  

 

There are 862 subscribers t o the CouncilɅs You 

Tube channel and 6,432 followers on LinkedIn. 

Twitter has 22,916 followers.  



 
 

Videos  

Our Digital Content Officer was part of a Council 

organised cycling study trip to the Netherlands and 

collected many hours of video footage which will 

be used to make promotional and educational 

material to support the CouncilɅs Active Travel 

programme. Th e first video from the trip has just 

been published and can be viewed at 

https://youtu.be/NtNn8RmHmcQ  
 

Website  

The fingal.ie website recorded 114,971 visitors 

during November and 303,402 page views. The 

average amount of time spent on the site was 2 

minutes.  

 

Chambers Ireland  

The Council was nominated along with Donegal 

County Council, Dún Laoghaire Rathdown County 

Council, Kildare County Council and Limerick City & 

County Council for the first Communications 

Award at the Chambers Ireland Excellence in Local 

Government Awards.  

 

The nomination was for the campaign to promote 

the use of goats on Howth Head as part of a 

biodiversity plan to tackle wildfires. The award 

went to Kildare County Council.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/NtNn8RmHmcQ


 
 

ECONOMIC, ENTERPRISE, TOURISM & CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT  
 

Contents  

 

Tourism Development  

Events 

Tourism  

Heritage Properties  

 

Cultural Development  

Arts 

Libraries  

Economic Development  

Balbriggan Socio -Economic Strategy  

LEADER Programme  

Local Community Development Committee  

Enterprise Centres  

 

Local Enterprise Development  
 

TOURISM DEVELOPMENT 

EVENTS 

 

THE SANTA PARADE IN MALAHIDE   

 

This event took  place on Sunday 27 th  of November 

and was a huge success with over 12 different 

groups and 1000 participants and up to 10,000 

viewing the parade.  

 

   
 

CHRISTMAS MARKETS  

 

  
 

  

Markets have begun  in Bremore, Balbriggan and 

Swords. SantaɅs Grotto is available in Swords from 

12-5pm on Saturday & Sunday 3 rd  & 4 th  December. 

Organised visits are also being arranged  from the 

Ukrainian Rest Centres to Swords.  

 

THE ENCHANTED GARDEN IN CLONSILLA 

 

 
 

This event  was a great success with around 400 

visitors per night mid -week and over 1000 on 

Saturday nights.  

 

BLANCHARDSTOWN TREE LIGHTING  

 

 
 

This event  took  place on Thursday 1 st of December 

with the Mayor, Santa, and Blanchardstown Choir 

& Brass Band.  



 
 

FESTIVE ILLUMINATIONS  

 

 
 

This years Illuminations have been adjusted to 

take into account the current energy challenges 

and are operating under reduced hours 

throughout the county. Compared to previous 

years we are saving over 1,500 hours of energy and 

as usual all illuminations are using low energy LED 

lights.  

 

It is intended to illuminate the following buildings 

for the festive season;  

 

ü Blanchardstown Library  

ü Draiocht  

ü Balbriggan Court House  

ü Bremore Castle  

ü Swords Castle  

ü Lusk Round Tower  

ü Rush Library  

ü Ballyboughal  

 

 

TOURISM DEVELOPMENT 

TOURISM 

TOURISM STRATEGY 2023 ɀ 2029 

 
 

The consultation phase of the strategy is 

continuing with individual and focus group 

interviews nearing  completion.  

The Consultants on the project are collating and 

conducting  consultation analysis  and will present  

key findings to the in -house team in December.  

 

FINGAL FOOD NETWORK 

 

 

 

 

 

The Fingal Food and Drink Network had its official 

launch on the 16 th  November. The launch provided 

an opportunity of local food and drink businesses 

to network and engage with the new network 

committee.  

They also heard about the exciting plans for 2023 

and the benefits for food business in joining the 

network.  

The new network committee met on the 29 th  

November to update actions for 2023, set a 

calendar of networking events for the coming year 

and set add itional objectives for the network.  

PROPOSED FINGAL FOOD POLICY 

 

 
 

A review of the Fingal AgriFood Strategy has been 

conducted and plans to develop a new Fingal Food 

Policy are underway. Development of a new food 

& drink policy which will further progres s the key 

aims developed under the original Fingal Agrifood 

Strategy.  

The policy will develop 2 key overlapping strands;  

 

¶ Develop Fingal Food & Drink Tourism 

Offering  

¶ Grow of the Fingal Food and Drink sector  

The food tourism strand will be reflected in the 

Fingal Tourism Strategy.  



 
 

TOURISM RECOVERY IN DUBLIN  

    
 

¶ Tourist spend in Dublin from key overseas 

markets is up +72% YoY.  

¶ STR Market Recovery Monitor - 1st October 

2022 reports a strong accommodation 

occupancy levels at 86.8%.  

¶ Google Mobility data for the period suggests a 

fall of 6% in retail, public transport down by 1% 

and parks and recreation areas are up by 16%. 

¶ 2,037,600 overseas passengers arrived in 

Ireland in August 2022 this is a substantial 

increase on August 2021, when 821,700 

overseas passengers arrived. (CSO Air and Sea 

August 2022)  

HERITAGE PROPERTIES 

 

SWORDS CASTLE 

 

 
 

The design team for Phase III conservation and 

consolidation works at Swords Castle has now 

been appointed and work has begun on detailed 

design with the intention of issuing the tender  for 

works  in early February 2023.   

 

GUINNESS BRIDGE 

 

 
 

Letters of Acceptance have issued to the 

contractor in relation to conservation works to the 

Guinness Bridge that spans the River Liffey near 

Lucan. The contractor is due to commence works 

in early January and the works programme will last 

5 months.    

 

 NEWBRIDGE HOUSE 

 

 
 

Preparations for the Santa experience at 

Newbridge House are in full swing and this popular 

annual event is now sold out.  

 

CATERING SERVICES 

 

 
 

A Dynamic Purchasing System (DPS) framework 

has now been established to provide catering 

services across Fingal owned buildings.  

 

Mini -competitions will now be issued before 

Christmas in respect of the following:  

 

- Coachhouse Café, Newbridge  

- Ardgillan Castle  

- The Seamus Ennis Centre.  

 

CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT 

ARTS OFFICE 

 

Seanchaí Micro Forest  

 
 

Seanchaí Micro Forest  has been shortlisted in 

the Chambers Ireland Local Government 

Awards 2022 under  Sustaining the Arts 

category.  

 



 
 

Seanchai Micro Forest was shortlisted for an 

Excellence in Local Government Award in  

November. The project team ɀ Julie Clarke of Fingal 

County Council, artist Gareth Kennedy and Mary 

Quinn art teacher with Blakestown Community 

School were in attendance. Micro forest is an art 

and ecology project, delivered in partnership with 

Superprojects and located in Blakestown CS. The 

programme consists of artist -led activities to teach 

young people about art and our environment. 450 

native trees now exist on the school grounds and 

are maintained by the students throughout the 

year. This month the students are developing the 

micro forestɅs habitat for insects and birds under 

the guidance of artist Gareth Kennedy, Eoin 

Donnelly, Eileen Hutton and Michael Fortune. The 

forest is an outdoor site for learning, used by 

teachers across the curriculum ɀ including science, 

geography, art and history. This is a living project 

that will continue to evolve for years to come. 

www.fingalarts.ie/education  

 

 
MUSIC GENERATION FINGAL 

  
 

Fingal County Council has partnered with The 

Dublin and Dún Laoghaire Education and Training 

DDLETB and Music Generation to improve music 

education opportunities available to children and 

young people in the county.  

 

Seven youth music projects have been delivered 

across diverse communities since august. ɄReverbɅ 

is a week music programme teaching the 

fundamentals of performance in vocals, bass, 

guitar and drums to young people in Oberstown 

ChildrenɅs Detention School. ϥt will finish this 

December wit h great success. A five week music 

programme is taking place on Saturdays in 

Castlemill Education Centre, Balbriggan. This is a 

pilot project to ascertain interests and needs 

alongside the development of a working 

relationship between the music educators a nd 

young people.  

 

Preparations to evolve a rap and song 

development project in January are underway. This 

10 week project will take place in Phibblestown, 

with young people from Mulhuddart and Corduff 

travelling to participate. A Tech Lab for TY students 

in Deis second level schools in 2023 will be 

considered. Fingal will also collaborate with Dublin 

City, South Dublin, Wicklow, Meath, Kildare County 

Councils on a cross county music festival for young 

people to take place in June 2023 for ages 12yrs +. 

The development of three key youth music hubs in 

Fingal is a priority for developments in 2023.  

www.fingalarts.ie/education  

 

 
 

 
 

 

https://eur04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fingalarts.ie%2Feducation&data=05%7C01%7CEoghan.Finn%40fingal.ie%7C898df08a168b4b81d2ee08dad2e8350b%7C72dcfc23757145948154afe2c0bdea98%7C0%7C0%7C638054192004161377%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=sGOBFNkZd%2FnW1m1A%2BNFgoNBUwsEj1jWJQFzlZib7RXE%3D&reserved=0
https://eur04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fingalarts.ie%2Feducation&data=05%7C01%7CEoghan.Finn%40fingal.ie%7C898df08a168b4b81d2ee08dad2e8350b%7C72dcfc23757145948154afe2c0bdea98%7C0%7C0%7C638054192004161377%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=sGOBFNkZd%2FnW1m1A%2BNFgoNBUwsEj1jWJQFzlZib7RXE%3D&reserved=0


 
 

EXPLORING & THINKING EARLY CHILDHOOD 
ARTS PARTNERSHIP 2022/2023 
 

 
 

Exploring & Thinking is a collaborative framework 

for early childhood arts in the Dublin region. It 

came about in 2016 when the four Dublin Local 

Authorities partnered for the first time to 

collectively consider early childhood arts provision 

and policy in Dublin. Following a suc cessful 

partnership spanning six years, the partnership 

have engaged a consultant to research and 

evaluate the impact of the Exploring & Thinking 

Artist Bursary on artistsɅ practice and on arts 

provision for children. All recipients have been 

interviewed a nd the data will be analysed for 

submission in December 2022. Alongside this 

research the partnership have announced the 

Bursary 2022/23 for artists, which is now open for 

applications until December 9 th  2022. For more 

information visit www.fingalarts.ie/education   

 

TIME 4EU  

Time4EU is a European funded initiative targeting 

those workin g in the child and youth cultural 

sector. It involves eight countries including Ireland. 

Our Balbriggan is the project lead for Fingal, 

Ireland, and Julie Clarke (Youth & Education 

Officer) participates on the Fingal steering group. 

On December 5 th  the Fingal steering group 

welcomed delegates from the seven European 

countries to Balbriggan to share insights on local 

arts and cultural provision and practice through a 

series of talks, workshops and site visits.   

 

CONTEMPORARY DANCE FOR CHILDREN & 

YOUNG PEOPLE  

Fingal Arts Office is working in partnership with 

Dublin Youth Dance Company to research new 

opportunities for children and young people to 

engage with contemporary dance as participants, 

creators, and audien ce members. The partnership 

now wishes to engage a consultant to undertake a 

feasibility study to inform the development of 

contemporary dance opportunities for children 

from diverse and new communities in Fingal.  

 

It is the intention to consult with loca l stakeholders 

in the assessment of local needs, available 

opportunities, and viable models of delivery. We 

aim to commission the study in December with a 

view to receiving a completed report with a set of 

recommendations by Q2 2023.  

 

LIBRARIES 

 

Winter Time at Fingal Libraries  

As we come to the end of another bustling year of 

events, Fingal Libraries have a Winter program in 

store for all, including Christmas story -time, Family 

Time at your Library and Christmas themed arts 

and crafts for children and adults. As a treat for the 

whole family, library staff across the branches have 

organised a fun -filled programme of events for 

Family Time at your Library: a Right to Read  

national literacy initiative encouraging families to 

visit their local library in December. Not forgetting 

the adults, there will be workshops demonstrating 

how to create your own Scandinavian style wreath 

using natural materials: beautiful pieces which can 

be hung on the door or used as table centrepieces. 

During their visit at the library, members of the 

public c an also access the large collection of 

Christmas themed books, eBooks and 

eAudiobooks. To check out the full programme of 

events this Winter, you can view the Autumn 

Winter events  brochure  here  

 

 
 

 

NEW FINGAL LIBRARY MOBILE STOP 

INTRODUCED FOR READERS IN DUBLIN 15 

 

A new Fingal Mobile Library stop has been 

introduced at Castleknock Community Centre 

every second Thursday afternoon from 3:15pm ɀ 

https://eur04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fingalarts.ie%2Feducation&data=05%7C01%7CEoghan.Finn%40fingal.ie%7Ca46e897b340f437e736108dad2e2afa9%7C72dcfc23757145948154afe2c0bdea98%7C0%7C0%7C638054168300007215%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=H%2BrUvwAhk9S0utDwBmAplje8FQfng4wdT9yh%2BnXc%2BrM%3D&reserved=0
https://www.fingal.ie/sites/default/files/2022-09/B23515%20Fingal%20Libraries%20Autumn%202022%20Brochure%20rev3.pdf


 
 

4:15pm. The new stop was officially announced on 

Thursday 27 October with a visit from the Mayor of 

Fingal Cllr. Howard Mahony , County Librarian Betty 

Boardman and Senator Emer Currie. The mobile 

library is a fantastic way for people who canɅt easily 

get to Blanchardstown Library to still benefit from 

the joy of reading and access to books. The fleet of  

4 Mobile Library vans are a valuable service to 

those in rural areas, schools, crèches and residents 

with limited access to public transport. The 

timetable can be viewed on the Fingal Libraries 

website  https://www.fingal.ie/fingallibraries  

 

 
 

FINGAL LIBRARIES MARKS THE DONATION OF 

100 UKRAINIAN LANGUAGE BOOKS FOR 

CHILDREN 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Libraries recently  received a very special donation 

of childrenɅs books written in the Ukrainian 

language. The books, suitable for children aged 

from 0 to 15 years, are available to borrow from 

any Fingal Library and it is hoped that they will 

provide much comfort and joy to Ukraini an 

children and their families. On Friday, 4 November, 

Donabate Library hosted a special event for local 

Ukrainian families (up to 30 people attended) to 

officially mark the arrival of the collection. Mayor 

of Fingal Cllr. Howard Mahony opened the event 

and along with County Librarian Betty Boardman 

met with Edel Finn who kindly donated the books 

to Fingal.  This valuable new addition to the 

LibraryɅs collections will complement the wide 

range of foreign language books currently in stock, 

and the array of s pecialist on -line language 

learning tools. You can use our online catalogue  to 

search the entire library collections of Fingal and 

all other local authority libraries in the Republic of 

Ireland.  

 

ɄUNϥTEDɅ: UKRAϥNϥAN PHOTOGRAPHϥC 

EXHIBITION ARRIVES AT BLANCHARDSTOWN 

LIBRARY 

 UNϥTEDɅ, a collaborative photographic exhibition 

between Irish and Ukrainian photographers is 

currently on display at Blanchardstown Library. 

The exhibition consists of powerful images of the 

war in Ukraine as well as poignant portraits of 

displaced Ukrai nian families living and settling in 

Ireland.   The purpose of the exhibition is to 

highlight the war in Ukraine and to encourage Irish 

families to host displaced Ukrainian families in 

their homes. On Thursday 17 November, Mayor of 

Fingal Cllr. Howard Maho ny opened the event and 

along with Chief Executive AnnMarie Farrelly and 

County Librarian Betty Boardman met with some 

members of the ɄUNϥTEDɅ team: Helen Smirnova 

and Ukrainian photographer Ulyia Ger from Kyiv. 

The ɈUNϥTEDɉ photographic exhibition was on 

display during Fingal Inclusion Week and will 

remain on display at Blanchardstown Library up to 

Wednesday 30 November 2022 when it moves on 

to Swords Library.   

 

SPRING 2023 PROGRAMME OF EVENTS AT 

FINGAL LIBRARIES 

 

Planning and scheduling for the Spring 2023 

programme of library events is well under way. 

Fingal Libraries aims to meet a diverse spectrum of 

peopleɅs needs in the areas of information, 

learning, culture, literacy, life skills, enterprise and 

leisure acti vities. Each month a range of 

programmed free events and activities will take 

place in libraries around Fingal. The Spring 2023 

programme will include an exciting range of 

talks/workshops some of which will deal with 

current issues including supporting cit izens 

through the cost of living crisis, an interactive 

programme to inspire people to kick start a more 

sustainable lifestyle, digital skills for everyday 

living, positive ageing talks, sensory friendly 

events, Fingal Maker Space workshops which 

facilitat es STEAM learning in an informal setting for 

school students, a Fingal World Book Tour with 

Alan Nolan and for St. BrigidɅs Day, we will 

celebrate inspirational Fingal Women both past 

https://www.fingal.ie/fingallibraries
https://eur04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffingal.spydus.ie%2Fcgi-bin%2Fspydus.exe%2FMSGTRN%2FWPAC%2FHOME&data=05%7C01%7CBetty.Boardman%40fingal.ie%7Cdc2be5980b29407281e808daced5a97b%7C72dcfc23757145948154afe2c0bdea98%7C0%7C0%7C638049714327350248%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2FrgEGsOmRBkUMdz%2B7sInXRQfM0rK6z70gLTyjunkPr8%3D&reserved=0


 
 

and present.  Look out for our brochure which will 

be released mid -January across branches and on 

https://www.fingal.ie/fingallibraries . 

 

 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

 

FINGAL SKILLS STRATEGY 

 
 

Planning for a Student Skills Expo in 2023 has 

commenced. Three focus group sessions have 

been held with teachers from schools in Dublin 15, 

Swords, Balbriggan and Malahide/Portmarnock 

areas and education providers to gather their 

input into the plans for the Expo. Topics covered 

include dates, venue, content and best practice. 

The feedback and participation from the 

secondary schools on the Student Skills Expo has 

been excellent.  

The Council has engaged with Balbriggan Chamber 

and local businesses to provide mentoring 

assistance to secondary schools in Balbriggan. 

Mentoring traini ng has been provided to more 

than 16 no. mentors through the Trinity Access 

Programme.  

A Skills Strategy meeting was held on 8 th  November 

in Balbriggan where plans for the Student Skills 

Expo were discussed. The Chair of the Skills 

Strategy and EETCD staff presented on the Fingal 

Skills Strategy at the Intreo Roadshow held on the 

8th  November in the Bracken Court Hotel.  

 

URBACT PLAYFUL TOWNS 

 

 
 

     

Members of the Rush Urbact Local Group (ULG) 

attended a network event in Sligo Town on the 15 th  

November 2022. The event included presentations 

from keynote speakers including Päivi Raivio, Co-

founder of Parkly, from Helsinki on ɈPlaying and 

making spacesɉ, Adam Roigart, Project Leader, By 

Rum Skole from Copenhagen on ɈMaking spaces to 

get in touchɉ and Denise Cahill, Healthy Cities Co -

ordinator from Cork on ɈOpen for Play-a way to 

change a cityɉ. The meeting also showcased the 

activities of the network partners over the course 

of the project.  

 
 

 

CITIZENS, EQUALITY, RIGHTS AND VALUES 

PROGRAMME (CERV) 

 

CERV is an EU Funding Programme for citizensɅ 

engagement and the implementation of EU rights 

and values. Fingal County Council has been 

awarded CERV funding to participate in 2 separate 

projects, which will commence in Q1 2023:  

 

1. Green IT Your Work  

The project aims to encourage young 

people in the green transition & promote 

green jobs.  

Project Term: 24 months  

Partners: Cities in Romania; Spain; Greece; 

Cyprus; Slovenia; Croatia & Italy  

Funding Awarded to FCC as a project 

partner: ɚ18,500 

 

2. InclusEU 
This project aims to encourage volunteer 

action as a social response for an inclusive 

Europe.  
Project Term: 24 months  
Partners: Cities in Spain; Romania; 

Netherlands; Poland; Hungary; Portugal & 

Italy  
Funding Awarded to FCC as a project 

partner: ɚ18,500 

 

 

https://www.fingal.ie/fingallibraries


 
 

OUTDOOR RECREATIONAL INFRASTRUCTURE 

SCHEME (ORIS) 

 

 
 

The Department of Rural & Community 

Development under the Outdoor Recreational 

Infrastructure Scheme (ORIS) is providing funding 

of ɚ23,400 for the development of the Castleknock 

Historical Walking Trail. ORIS is also providing 

funding of ɚ28,800 for enhancements to the 

Balbriggan Historical Walking Trail. Consultation 

on both projects has commenced with local 

groups.  

 

Turner & Townsend and Langan Engineers have 

been appointed to carry out a Feasibility Study for 

a tidal swimming pool/sea -swimming platform in 

Balbriggan with ORϥS funding support of ɚ50,000. 

An initial focus group consultation has been 

completed and a further stakeholder engagement 

session is scheduled on the 6 th  November 2022.  

SUSTAINABLE FINGAL  

The Council continues to work with SEAI Energy 

Academy to encourage businesses to apply for the 

Support Scheme for Energy Audits (SSEA) to access 

a ɚ2,000 voucher towards the cost of a high-quality 

energy aud it to help reduce energy bills. Further 

information on the grant is available at:  

https://www.seai.ie/business -and-public -

sector/small -and-medium -

business/supports/energy -audits/  

 

 
 

DUBLIN BELFAST ECONOMIC CORRIDOR 

Fingal County Council has been awarded ɚ150,000 

by the Department of Housing, Local Government 

& Heritage under the Shared Island Local Authority 

Development Funding Scheme for a Feasibility 

Study for the development of regional 

innovation/enterprise hubs along the Dublin 

Belfast Economic Corridor. The Council is leading 

on the project with the support of the eight local 

authorities and two universities of the DBEC 

partnership and is preparing the brief to engage 

consultants to carry out the feasibility stu dy. 

 

OUR BALBRIGGAN 2019 ɀ 2025 REJUVENATION 

PLAN ɀ A SOCIO-ECONOMIC STRATEGY 

 

 
The Our Balbriggan Programme Office continues 

to support the Leadership Group and its five 

pillars, who meet regularly, to progress work 

across a range of economic and social measures 

including: Growing the Local Economy, Public 

Realm & Infrastructure, Education, Skills & 

Employment, Community Integration, Health & 

Well Being and Community Safety.  

The Education, Skills & Employment Pillar Group 

met on 22 nd November and w ork continues 

developing the Loves Learning Festival 2023. The 

festival now in its third year, celebrates Life -Long 

learning opportunities, led by the Dublin and Dún 

Laoghaire Education & Training Board  (DDLETB) it 

involves local schools, and a broad range  of local 

regional and national agencies.    

A series of launches and cultural happenings will 

take place between the 15 th  ɀ 17th  December.  The 

events are a culmination of early -stage 

commitments in the Local Economy Pillar & 

URBACT IPLACE EU project and a prelude to the 

launch of a Creative Arts Strategy in 2023 

developing Balbriggans value proposition as a 

premier destination for the Arts.  

https://eur04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.seai.ie%2Fbusiness-and-public-sector%2Fsmall-and-medium-business%2Fsupports%2Fenergy-audits%2F&data=05%7C01%7CAoife.Sheridan%40fingal.ie%7C93b599c2b43143a8e98908da971b85c2%7C72dcfc23757145948154afe2c0bdea98%7C0%7C0%7C637988441708791090%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=sQvZ0yi%2Bn4Zcs%2BTBiH7q1vTUtdJmnyN1cTzpscIuVJI%3D&reserved=0
https://eur04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.seai.ie%2Fbusiness-and-public-sector%2Fsmall-and-medium-business%2Fsupports%2Fenergy-audits%2F&data=05%7C01%7CAoife.Sheridan%40fingal.ie%7C93b599c2b43143a8e98908da971b85c2%7C72dcfc23757145948154afe2c0bdea98%7C0%7C0%7C637988441708791090%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=sQvZ0yi%2Bn4Zcs%2BTBiH7q1vTUtdJmnyN1cTzpscIuVJI%3D&reserved=0
https://eur04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.seai.ie%2Fbusiness-and-public-sector%2Fsmall-and-medium-business%2Fsupports%2Fenergy-audits%2F&data=05%7C01%7CAoife.Sheridan%40fingal.ie%7C93b599c2b43143a8e98908da971b85c2%7C72dcfc23757145948154afe2c0bdea98%7C0%7C0%7C637988441708791090%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=sQvZ0yi%2Bn4Zcs%2BTBiH7q1vTUtdJmnyN1cTzpscIuVJI%3D&reserved=0


 
 

 

 

 

 

The Quay Street and Harbour Project has now 

moved to final Detailed Design Phase with works 

anticipated to commence in late 2023/2024 and be 

completed on a phased based in 2025.  

 

 

 

In advance of the full transformation of the 

Harbour (former OɅSheas Night Club) the site has 

been levelled out to create a Ʉmeanwhile spaceɅ.  

Steel Corten planters with timber framed seating, 

bins and bike racks have been installed .  A 

temporary tarmac finish completes this newly 

defined  safe allowing a free flow of  pedestr ian and 

cyclists. 

Local & Rural Development  

 
 

FINGAL LOCAL COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

COMMITTEE 

The Fingal LCDC continues to oversee and 

administer the key areas of LEADER and SICAP and 

the various Local Development and Community 

Development funding programmes under its 

remit. The LCDC also manages the Healthy Ireland 

Initiative and the Social Enterprise Grants Scheme. 

The next Meeting of the Fingal LCDC was held in 

early December.  

 
 

FINGAL LOCAL ECONOMIC COMMUNITY PLAN 

2022-27 

The Guidelines for preparing new LECPs have been 

published by the Department of Rural and 

Community Development. The new Fingal LECP 

will be a ɄWhole-of -Council PlanɅ and will involve 

extensive consultation and engagement with 

internal and external stakeholder s. Introductory 

seminars on the statutory role, consultation 

process and suggested thematic areas to be 

addressed in the new LECP have been held online 

and recordings of these can be viewed on the 

Department of Rural & Community DevelopmentɅs 

website. A pr esentation on the guidelines with 

detailed discussion on next steps was held at the 

October LCDC Meeting. It is planned to give the 

same presentation on the guidelines to the 

Economic, Enterprise and Tourism Development 

SPC. 

 



 
 

SICAP        

 

The resources and staff of the Fingal SICAP 

Programme continue to be leveraged to assist with 

the Ukrainian Refugee Crisis response. The SICAP 

Programme continues to help in the response to 

this crisis and is a central resource to the work of 

the Ukrainian Ref ugee Community Response 

Forum. Additional funding has been received from 

the DRCD to help with the delivery of services to 

Ukrainian Refugees in Fingal and additional 

staffing resources from the Ukrainian community 

have been employed on the ground to assis t with 

this.  

The KPIs and Annual Plan for the 2023 SICAP 

Programme were agreed in principle by the SICAP 

Oversight Committee in November and will be 

approved by the Fingal LCDC at its meeting in 

December.  

 
 

LEADER PROGRAMME 

 

The Dublin Rural LEADER Local Action Group and 

the Dublin Rural LEADER Programme continues to 

deliver funding and support to eligible projects in 

the administrative areas of Fingal, Dun Laoghaire 

Rathdown and South Dublin.  

The updated 2021/22 Transitional Funding 

Arrangements for the LEADER Programme cover 

both projects funding and administration funding 

for the period April 2021 ɀ December 2022. 

Funding is available for LEADER Project 

Applications under the categories of Ru ral 

Enterprise, Social Inclusion and Rural 

Environment. Historically, Fingal Projects comprise 

65-70% of the total LEADER Projects approved, 

roughly corresponding to FingalɅs share of the 

Dublin Rural LEADER Geographical Area. Under the 

Transitional Arrang ements the Dublin Rural 

LEADER LAG and LEADER Programme will continue 

to be funded by the Department of Rural and 

Community Development under the same 

eligibility and LEADER implementation rules as 

before. LEADER continues to approve and fund 

new projects as usual. The most recent LAG 

Meeting was held in September.  

 

Three projects with a total value of ɚ166,000 were 

approved for LEADER Funding at the most recent 

Dublin Rural LEADER LAG Meeting in November., 

among them a programme delivering Smart Village 

Training for Community Groups and Town Teams  

The DRCD has announced details of the new 

LEADER Programme from 2023 and the selection 

process for LAGs to implement the new 

programme. The Dublin Rural LEADER LAG will 

endeavour to maximise the levels of funding  

secured for Rural Dublin in the new programme. 

An Expression of Interest to manage the new 

LEADER Programme in Dublin will be submitted in 

December  

 

ENTERPRISE CENTRES 

 

FingalɅs Enterprise Centres continue to participate 

in ConnectedHubs.ie .  

ConnectedHub s.ie is a one-stop -shop for remote 

working hubs throughout Ireland.  

 

 
 

All three Enterprise Centres currently have space 

available to start -up businesses and businesses/ 

individuals who wish to avail of remote working 

options and facilities. Bespoke optio ns or generic 

office fitouts can be considered.  

Occupancy rates at the CouncilɅs three enterprise 

centres at the end of November were all over 90%. 

The three Enterprise Centres currently support 65 

businesses and over 320 direct jobs.  

 

 



 
 

Demand for the new Remote Working Hubs in 

BASE and Beat remain strong particularly after the 

Connected Free Voucher Scheme during August. A 

second Connected Hubs Free Voucher Scheme has 

now also been launched generating further 

interest which will run until Christmas.  

Fingal County Council was approved for ɚ50,000 in 

new funding to promote Remote Working Hubs in 

the County under the Town and Village Renewal 

Scheme Marketing Measure. A cross -departmental 

team within the Council will be implementing 

numerous initiatives ove r the next 12 months to 

promote Fingal as a Remote Working Hub base for 

remote workers.  

 

Town and Village Renewal Scheme 2022  

 

The outcome of the 2022 application process is 

awaited. The 2022 Town and Village Renewal 

Scheme was launched in early Summer by the 

Department of Rural & Community Development. 

As in previous years, Fingal County Council sought 

expressions of interest from Community Groups / 

Promoters for potential projects in Fingal, that 

could be submitted for funding to the DRCD.  A 

number of pr ojects were submitted for 

consideration by the DRCD in the following Towns 

and Villages: Balrothery, Portmarnock, Donabate, 

Ballyboughal, Garristown, Naul, Loughshinny, 

Oldtown and Portrane.  

 

Streetscape Enhancement Scheme 2022  

 

The DRCD approved the nomination of Rush as a 

selected town for funded streetscape 

enhancement projects. Residents, businesses and 

community groups in Rush were asked during 

September to apply with expressions of interest 

for grants for various enhancement measures 

such as pain ting, shopfront repair, signage, lighting 

and planting. Projects will be 80% funded by the 

DRCD, with 20% co-funding from Fingal County 

Council. The maximum funding per building is 

ɚ10,000 overall. The Local Development Section 

engaged with groups in Rush further to 

expressions of interest received. Following a 

review of expressions of interest received. 30 

properties in Rush were submitted to the DRCD for 

funding. Approval from the DRCD is awaited.  

 

 
 

LEO Fingal provides a broad suite of support 

services to stimulate enterprise and enable small 

businesses to succeed. Some of the LEO highlights 

for November 2022 are as follows:  

Look for Local Campaign  

 

Back by popular demand this year, Local 

Enterprise Office Fingal will once again host a 

number of competitions under the - Ʉ12 Hampers 

of ChristmasɅ banner and will feature Fingal 

businesses daily on our social media channels. The 

competition will promote the ɈLook for Localɉ & 

Shop Fingal message by asking social media 

followers to recommend  a local business to 

purchase goods/services from this Christmas 

period. Anybody who makes a suggestion will be in 

with a chance to win a fantastic hamper full of 

locally produced goods.  

 

Fingal Enterprise Awards 2023  

 

Applications are currently being acc epted for the 

Fingal Enterprise Awards 2023. The Fingal 

Enterprise Awards competition is organised 

annually by the Local Enterprise Office to 

acknowledge the achievements of small 

businesses.  

 



 
 

This is part of a national competition in which one 

overall winner from each of the 31 Local Enterprise 

Office areas will compete for the National awards. 

The deadline for applications in the  Fingal 

competition  is 5pm on Friday the 13th of January 

2023. Following an assessment of eligible 

applications, a sh ortlist of Fingal applicants will 

emerge to the judging phase. Each of these 

finalists who complete the full judging process will 

be awarded a ɚ1,000 prize for their business, with 

the overall winner securing the top prize of ɚ5,000 

to be invested in their  business. The Fingal winner 

will be announced and presented at an event to be 

held during Local Enterprise Week 2023.  

 

Fingal Export Development Programme  

 
 

The Fingal Export Development Programme 

provides businesses with a structured programme 

to drive  their move into the export market. The 

programme consists of workshops, one -to -one 

mentoring sessions, and toolkits that will aid 

businesses in engaging new markets and export 

opportunities. The Export Development 

Programme takes place as a series of four  

workshops in the LEO Business Training Facility in 

County Hall, Swords and is open to businesses 

based in the Fingal area, 13 small business owners, 

are participating in the current Export 

Development Programme.  

 

Start your own Business Course ɀ Ukraine  

 

The Start your own Business course for Ukrainian 

Refugees will take place in the Riasc Centre 

Kinsealy on Thursday January 20th. This initiative is 

being run at the request of the Irish Red Cross and 

will be open to all Ukrainian refugees within the 

Dubli n area.  

 

FINGAL BUSINESS BRIEFING 

 
 

The final Fingal Business Briefing of 2022 ran on 

Thursday December 1st in the Riasc centre 

Kinsealy. The briefings have been very well 

received by the small business community and are 

an easy informal way for people to find out about 

LEO Supports available to them.  

 

FINGAL BUSINESS NETWORK 

 
 

The second meeting of the Fingal Business 

Network will be held on Friday January 20th in the 

Riasc Centre in Kinsealy. The theme of the meeting 

will be ɈMeet the Board you canɅt affordɉ and will 

give the attendees a chance to pitch their business 

to a grou p of like -minded small business owners, 

receive feedback and hone their elevator pitch. 

The Fingal Business Network encourages 

information sharing, discussion, peer to peer 

learning and facilitated networking among local 

businesses.  

 



 
 

LEO FINGAL Q4 ENHANCED TRAINING 

SCHEDULE 

 

 

 
LEO Fingal has relaunched our Certificate in Social 

Media and Digital Marketing. This is a multi -session 

course that will have both in -person and online 

classes. The first course started on Monday 7th 

November in County Hall, Swords and was fully 

booked within 5 days of being advertised. Due to 

the overwhelming demand for the course a second 

one was added which started on Thursday 24th 

November.  

 

TRADING ONLINE VOUCHER SCHEME 

 

An initiative under the GovernmentɅs National 

Digital Strategy, the TOV (Trading Online Voucher) 

scheme continues to support small businesses by 

allowing them to enhance their online offering by 

providing a grant of up to ɚ2,500 for ecommerce 

and digital marketing activities. 103 applications 

have been a pproved in 2022 (ytd), in the amount 

of ɚ218,559. There is still strong interest in E -

trading with applications and approvals running at 

nearly double pre -covid years.  

 

FINGAL ENTERPRISING WOMEN NETWORK 

 

LEO Fingal will host the fourth in -person Fingal 

Enterprising WomenɅs networking event of 2022  

ɈCircle of Friendshipɉ on Thursday the 8th of 

December with Guest Speakers Helen Creegan 

Walsh and John Murray. This is an unmissable 

opportunity for Fingal Fem ale entrepreneurs to 

connect with like -minded businesswomen in a 

warm and welcoming environment. Over 550 

female entrepreneurs have attended the FEWN 

Networking events so far in 2022.  

 

EVALUATION AND APPROVALS COMMITTEE 

The November & December Evaluation a nd 

Approvals Committee (EVAC) meeting is scheduled 

to take place on Wednesday 14th December and 

will be the final meeting of 2022. Year to date, 40 

applications have been approved for a total of 

ɚ891,645.  

 

BUSINESS ADVICE CLINICS AND MENTORING 

Business Advice Clinics and mentoring services 

continue to be offered online and now have an 

option for clients to meet in person in the Business 

Advice Clinic based in County Hall, Swords. In 

addition, clients are continuing to receive one to 

one business mentoring with our panel of 

mentors. In November 2022 10 Business Advice 

Clinic days were held, offering advice and support 

to 62 clients in Fingal. The Mentoring Programme 

continues and year to date 221 clients have 

received One to One Mentoring.  

MICROFINANCE IRELAND LOANS  

LEO Fingal provides a loan scheme through its 

partnership with Microfinance ϥreland, with Ɉsoftɉ 

loans of up to ɚ25,000. LEO Fingal is actively 

promoting the availability of loans from businesses 

that have difficulty raising finance from their bank. 

14 applications have been processed, assessed 

and submitted to MFI (Microfinance Ireland) in 

2022 year to date.  

SHOWCASE IRELAND 

 



 
 

Local Enterprise Office Fingal is continuing our 

support and commitment of the Home & Gift, 

Fashion and Jewellery sectors by offering a limited 

number of exhibition spaces to clients at Showcase 

2023. Following a selection process, 9 LEO Fingal 

craft/design businesses have been offered a stand 

at Showcase 2023.  Showcase Ireland 2023 will take 

place from 22n d ɀ 24th January, 2023 at the RDS, 

Dublin. Showcase is presented by Design & Crafts 

Council Ireland, Enterprise Ireland and Local 

Enterprise Offices and supported by the 

Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment. 

This four -day trade show is recognised  as one 

ϥrelandɅs largest international trade shows and 

offers manufacturers, designers and craft makers 

the opportunity to exhibit their new collections.  

 

STUDENT ENTERPRISE PROGRAMME 

 
 

The 2022/23 Fingal Student Enterprise Programme 

is well underway. 26  Second level schools across 

Fingal are participating in this yearɅs programme.  

The savvy students will develop their own actual 

businesses, researching, resourcing, trading 

services and products, with the guidance of 

business mentors. Fingal LEO boasts t he largest 

enterprise programme prize fund for second level 

students in the country with prizes including an 

international educational trip to a European City 

for the senior category winning student and 

teachers.  

 

UKRAINE ENTERPRISE CRISIS SCHEME 

 

 

Assistance for business energy costs is being 

awarded to qualifying businesses affected by the 

increase in input costs or supply chain issues in 

relation to the Ukraine war. Clients are being 

advised to speak to the Local Enterprise Office to 

assess eligibility and to apply.  
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Works Programmes  

Balbriggan/Swords Area  
Ward River Valley ɀ Replacement Steps  

 

The contract to replace three sets of existing steps 

at the Ward River Valley Park is progressing well 

and the first set of steps are nearing completion. It 

is expected that the contract will be complete by 

April 2023. To avoid closure of all the steps at the 

same time the steps are being done one at a time.  

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Broadmeadow Community Garden ɀ New 

Boundary Fencing  

 

Replacement boundary fencing and new entrance 

gates have been installed at Broadmeadow 

Community Garden as part of the 2023 

Programme of W orks.  

 

 
 

Pine Ridge Open Space - Tree Works  

Tree works have been carried out to the trees 

along the recently resurfaced path on the Open 

Space at the rear of JCɅs, Swords. Lower branches 

have been removed to ensure clear head heights 

for pedestrians walki ng along this new access path.  

 

 
 

 



 

 

The Hastings  Estate Balbriggan ɀ New 

Boundary Fence  

 

Replacement boundary fencing has been installed 

on the Open Space at The Hastings Estate 

Balbriggan as part of the 2023 Programme of 

Works.  

 

 
 

Dun Emer Estate Lusk ɀ New Boundary Fence  

Replacement boundary fencing has been installed 

on the Open Space at Dun Emer Lusk as part of 

the 2023 Programme of Works.  

 

 
 

 

 

Bulb & Perennial Wildflower Planting ɀ 

Countywide  

Bulb & Perennial Wildflower planting has been 

ongoing onsite during November. All will be 

revealed in Spring Summer 2023.  

 

 
 

 
 

St CatherineɅs Estate Rush - Goal Post Storage 

Area  

A newly installed Goal Post Storage area has been 

added to St CatherineɅs Estate Rush for Rush AFC. 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

Leaf Collections  

Seasonal collection of leaves in residential estates 

in the Swords Area by Operations Team based in 

Watery Lane.  

 
 

 
 

 

Naul ɀ Footpath Works  

New Footpath construction in Bun an Cnoic Estate 

Naul Co Dublin by Operations Team based in 

Fancourt Depot.  

 

 
 

 
 

 

Skerries & Lusk ɀ Laneway Clearance  

The Operations Team based in Fancourt Depot 

have assisted the housing department in clearance 

of laneways in Mourne Estate Skerries and Kelly 

Park Lusk. 

 

 
 

 
 



 

 

Programme of Works ɀ Road 

Resurfacing  
Fancourt Heights  

Road resurfacing works have commenced week 

commencing the 28th of November in Fancourt 

Heights Estate.  

 

These works involve the inlaying of bituminous 

macadam over an existing ageing concrete road 

course. This work will see an improvement to a 

smoother running road pavement surface and 

reduction in noise disturbance for the local 

residents.  

 

 
 

 
 

 

Howth/Malahide Area  
Baltray Park, Howth - Tennis Courts  

The tennis courts in Baltray Park, Howth have had 

a new lease of life with recent works to resurface 

and reline the 3 courts.  These courts are free to 

use by locals, who can enjoy a game of  tennis and 

the amazing views across Dublin Bay.  

 

 
 

 
 

Seagrange Park Entrance Signage  
 

Signage boards have been installed at two 

entrances into Seagrange Park.  At Bayside Train 

Station underpass and at the R809 entrance.  

 
 

 



 

 

Seagrange Park Entrance at Bayside Underpass  

 

Upgrades to the ramp and path surface leading to 

the underpass are now complete.  The new 

handrail and non -slip ramp surface make access 

much safer for the public using this shortcut to the 

train station.  

 

 
 

Moyclare Residents Planting Schemes  

 

Residents of Moyclare have made excellent use of 

the perennial plants requested by them to 

improve the entrance areas to Moyclare Estate.  

The Operations Department supplied the plants 

and the Residents carried out the planting.  

 

 
 

 
Upgrade works in Malahide Playground  

 

Out with the old and in with the new.  A new 

drainage system to alleviate flooding was installed 

in the junior section and other areas prone to 

flooding.  

As part of these improvement works, the area 

team are also upgrading some of the existing 

springers with new units, installed two new 

music al units and are removing the old Woodfibre 

surface and replacing it with a new Tiger Mulch 

surface.  

 

Flooding relieved with new drainage  

 

 
Old unit removed and replaced with a brand -new clean 

surface  

 

 



 

 

      
 

Drainage installation  

 

 

Newly constructed Boules Courts at Malahide 

Demesne  

 

 
 

Pitch Maintenance - Resodding of goal mouths  

 

 
 

Ongoing Tree Works ɀ Burial Grounds  

 

 

 
 

 
 



 

 

Vandalised portaloo burnt out at the Red Arches 

Allotments  

 

 
 

Installation of new antivandal portaloo toilet 

replacement at the red arches park allotments  

 

 

Castleknock/Mulhuddart Area  

 

Operations recently completed the installation of a 

new set of calisthenics and conditioning 

equipment in Beechpark , Dublin 15.  

 

 
 

 
 

 

 



 

 

Ice-Skating Rink  

We are delighted to see the return of the Ice Rink 

to Millennium Park.   

In advance of the opening o f the Rink on the 18 th of  

November, the Operations Department carried 

out extensive drainage works to the surface 

grounds  
 

 
 

 
 

Handrails - New Handrails for the Slide in Millennium 

Park Built by our Carpenter in Coolmine Depot  

 
 

 

Tyrrelstown  ɀ  Improvement works on the 

roundabouts  

 

 
 

St CatherineɅs Park - New wall and built in Water 

Fountain.  

 

 



 

 

Hedge Cutting - N3 Navan Road  

 

 
 

The Village, Porterstown  

Improvement works to the Cast Iron pump is 

ongoing.  The surrounds have been re-built with a 

new pump camp fabricated and installed.  

 

The remaining landscaping and painting of the 

pump is scheduled for completion over the 

coming 2 weeks.  

 

 
Before  

 

 
After  

Corduff Place - Before and after photos of ivy and 

trees cut back from Boundary wall.  

 

 
Before  

 

 
After  

 


