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Itis a plan based on best practice in urban development from across the world and
will create an accessible, inclusive, child-friendly, and healthy urban environment in
Swords which will, in turn, increase the resilience of the local economy.

The draft Sustainable Swords Strategy contains 16 projects across five themes that
can be funded through different streams and create a place where people will want
to live, work, visit and do business. It is anticipated this series of short, medium, and
long-term projects will be delivered in a phased manner over time and will transform
Swords into a modern European city that celebrates its unique history.

The strategy has been developed over the last two years and is now being presented
to the people of Swords for their feedback. It can be viewed and downloaded at

www.fingal.ie/sustainableswords while copies are available to read at County Hall
and Swords Library.

Itis important for the Council to receive feedback from residents,
business owners, workers, students, investors and visitors on what
they like and don't like about the plan because it is going to be
part of the blueprint for the future development of Swords.

Submissions can made to
https://consult.fingal.ie before
Tuesday, October 18, 2022.

Collaboration and investment
will see Swords town centre
transformed to a more vibrant,
attractive and accessible town
centre, a beating green heart
for Fingal.




There are five themes in the Sustainable Swords

Strategy from which 16 transformational projects
have emerged. Over the next few years Fingal
County Council will apply for funding from
different streams, such as the Urban
Renewal Development Fund, to
deliver these projects.



THEME 1: MAIN STREET

Under this theme, Main Street, the heart of Swords, will be
transformed into a more attractive and vibrant place, encouraging
people to stay longer, spend more and have a more enjoyable
experience in the centre of the town.

Project 1: Swords Main Street Transformation

This project will include:

- Completion of Swords Cultural Quarter public realm

- Creation of new public space outside The Old Borough.

- Extended footways and enhanced pedestrian crossings

- Creation of pedestrian amenity zones with coordinated street
furniture, activity elements and rain gardens

- Cycles lanes both sides of road, integrated with the public realm

- Replacement street trees, with linked root cells where possible.

- Continuous southbound and northbound bus routes

- Northbound only general traffic

- Bus stops rationalised and upgraded

- Raised tables at junctions with Bridge Street, Malahide Road and
Forest Road/Church Road, for traffic calming and place making

- On-street parking significantly reduced and loading bays rationalised

- Enhanced pedestrian links to public car parks and the riverside

- Essential service/emergency vehicle access retained

—
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THEME 2: REIMAGING OUR PUBLIC REALM

This theme envisages a majorimprovement in the quality of the
public space in Swords town centre. The focus is on a phased
enhancement of the public realm that will provides space for all and
add to the attractiveness of the town centre.

Project 2: Swords Liveable Laneways Strategy

The Liveable Laneways project will provide accessible, convenient, and
desirable pedestrian access on seven laneways off Main Street in order
to facilitate greater footfall, vibrancy, activity and investment in the Town
Centre. Related benefits include enhancing the perception of safety,
making them more welcoming and attractive for all, and developing a
strengthened sense of community.

Project 3: Swords Key Local Streets Enhancement

There are a number of key roads which link Main Street to the rest of
Swords and beyond. These will see an improvement in provision for
pedestrians and cyclists together with traffic calming and road upgrades
and open space improvements. There will also be rationalisation of on-
street car-parking and upgrading of street lighting and signage.

Project 4: Enabling Shopfront Enhancements

Fingal County Council in partnership with the Dublin Fingal Chamber of
Commerce, Balbriggan Chamber of Commerce and Malahide Chamber
of Commerce have developed a Shopfront and Main Street Residence
Painting and Improvement Grant Scheme for Fingal County. Fingal
County Council will promote this shopfront improvement scheme within
Swords town focusing on properties on Main Street as well as lanes and
streets leading directly off Main Street.

Project 5: Swords Smart Streets

Smart Streets aim to combine the physical infrastructure of streets

with digital infrastructure which provides good quality information for
betterand informed decision making. The implementation of smart
infrastructure such as smart bins, smart benches, smart water filling
stations and smart lighting enables the owner and operator to get more
out of their assets and provide additional servicers to the population.



THEME 3: IMPROVING ACCESS, PERMEABILITY

AND CONNECTIVITY

Enabling ease of movement and more active travel is critically
important to deliver on ambitions with regards to reducing private
car use which in turn will have a positive impact on the environment,
physical health and reducing greenhouse gas emissions. These
interventions will seek to showcase Swords rich natural and built
heritage and capitalise on investment in Metrolink, BusConnects
and the R132.

Project 6: Swords Cycle Network

The proposed Swords Cycle Network comprises five radial routes
linking the outer residential areas to Swords Town Centre, as well

as key destinations such as community facilities, schools, and
employment hubs. Development of these routes, in association
with complementary measures such as a low traffic neighbourhood
approach, will be a critical element in encouraging and facilitating a
cycling culture in Swords.

Project 7: Swords Greenway Network Initiative

Swords boasts extensive natural assets including the Ward River,
Ward River Valley Park, the Town Park, and the Broadmeadow River.
This network of green and blue corridors has significant potential to
facilitate more sustainable modes of transport to places of work and
study as well as enabling recreation and tourism throughout Swords.
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Project 8: Swords Quietways and Home Zones g
Quietways will improve permeability for people walking and cycling _1. y
which, together with public realm and junction upgrades, will also help I 2
create Safer Routes to Schools. Quietways also provide the framework -'-'_ S,y
forintroducing traffic calming and shared priority measures to entire ; =
residential neighbourhoods. The concept of Home Zones is where
people and vehicles share the whole of the street space safely, and
on equal terms, and where the quality of life takes precedence over
the ease of traffic movement. Lightly trafficked residential streets and
laneways in Swords, where vehicular traffic is generally quieter and
calmer, have been identified and will appeal particularly to new and
inexperienced cyclists.

Project 9: Swords Safe Routes to School/School Zones

The Safe Routes to School Programme delivers a suite of proposed
solutions such as front of school improvements, traffic calming, footpath
improvements, crossing points, filtered permeability and point closures
to make walking and cycling to school a safer, more convenient option
forall. There are seven primary and secondary schools within the
Sustainable Swords Study Area, with more in the wider catchment. Green
Schools Audits and Universal Walkability Audits will be undertaken

to inform school-specific interventions, complemented by the wider
aims and recommendations of the Sustainable Swords Transport and
Placemaking Strategy.

Project 10: Swords Western Distributor Road

The delivery of the Swords Western Distributor Road is a key objective of
the South Fingal Transport Study and the Fingal Development Plan, and
is considered a critical enabler for Sustainable Swords as it is expected
to play a multi-modal function, with high-quality, segregated walking
and cycling facilities and the potential to incorporate bus priority where
appropriate. Along with the R132, it will direct vehicular through-traffic
away from Swords Town Centre, allowing public realm and urban design
enhancements to take place to make it a healthier, more attractive and
vibrant place to live, work, invest and spend time in. It will also improve
connections to MetroLink Estuary Station and Park and Ride.



THEME 4: PROTECTING AND

PROMOTING OUR HERITAGE

The built heritage of Swords provides the basis for the story of the
evolution of the settlements. The projects included here enhance
and protect that heritage for future generations, as well as new
experiences for visitors which in turn will encourage increased
tourism spend in the town.

Project 11: Swords Cultural Quarter

Swords has an important and significant heritage town centre with
many civic and cultural landmarks including, the castle, courthouse, the
civic offices and park. Swords Castle is being transformed into a new
cultural hub, including a theatre and library, that will instil and foster

a sense of place and civic pride and also act as a counterpoint to the
shopping and business areas of the town.

Project 12: Swords Stories Study

Swords has a rich and evocative history. Many people in the town
have stories of the past that would be of interest to current and future
generations. ‘Swords Stories’ would capture these stories and provide
an immersive and compelling experience. These stories could be
integrated with the Greenways and Quietways to tell a story about
Swords and provide a visitor attraction within and around the town
which could include both a heritage trail around the town and an
exhibition space located in Swords Cultural Quarter.

Project 13: St Columba’s Church and Round Tower Visitors
Experience Feasibility Study

Itis recommended that a feasibility study is conducted on the creation
of a Visitor Experience at St Columba’s Church and Round Tower. The
development of such an attraction in Swords would celebrate the
town’s built and cultural heritage, adding to a sense of place. It would
also encourage more visitors to Swords and for those visitors to stay
longer, increasing local revenue generation from tourism.



WEBINAR

The team that produced the Sustainable
Swords Strategy will host a webinar on Thursday,
September15 at 7pm which will feature
presentations as well as a Q&A session.

Register at: https://consult.fingal.ie/en/
content/sustainable-swords-webinar




THEME 5: SUPPORTING AND CELEBRATING

A SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITY

Swords has a thriving community. The aim is to support this
community and position Swords as the best place to live, work and
visit in County Dublin. This theme includes a focus on enhancing
the natural environment, supporting community initiatives, and
celebrating Swords through promotion and branding which will
include a wayfinding strategy.

Project 14: Swords Community Forest

The Swords Woodland Association has formulated an advanced plan
for a tree planting initiative around Swords town. This project would
be supported as a Swords Community Forest in line with the policies,
objectives and actions outlined in the Council’'s adopted tree strategy
“The Forest of Fingal, A Tree Strategy for Fingal”. It would provide
green corridors around the town and linking into the centre of Swords.

Project 15: Swords Sustainable Community Initiative

Community led sustainable energy initiatives will be supported and
promoted by Fingal County Council. SEAI have already engaged
with Swords Tidy Town to assist the group move Swords towards a
Sustainable Energy Community. Other community initiatives will be
organised to raise awareness of the need for energy saving measures
such as a ‘local energy show'.

Project 16: Swords Promotional and Branding Initiative

Business community initiatives aimed at rebuilding the local economy
in Swords will encourage the public to shop local and support the
town'’s service and retail providers. Developing a brand identity for
Swords and consistently maintaining this brand will be key for this
project’s successful implementation.
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There will be a Sustainable Swords Strategy
Information Stand in Swords Pavilions on
Tuesday, September 20, from 10am
todpm.

There will be an information stand
in The Atrium at County Hall,
Swords, from September 7
to October18
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