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These catalogues were created not just as a
celebration of our LGBTQ+ community, but also with
a purpose. A purpose of inclusion, representation, an
acknowledgement of our diversity and as a small platform
of equality provided through literature. Every day there is
an opportunity for stories to be told, stories that capture
the essence of a wider world view, breaking down barriers
to show us common ground, from shared experiences to
shared emotions, stories of growth, overcoming adversity,
recognising our differences, finding our own identity and
a celebration of one’s true character.

The opportunity for these stories to be told grows
greater day by day. Over the decades, there has
been an enormous change in cultural acceptance,
acknowledgement and support of the LGBTQ+
community, both in Ireland and all over the world.

The literature collected here is aimed to educate, inform
and inspire those who are part of the LGBTQ+ community
and indeed further guide its own allies of this community
also.

Fingal Libraries have always been progressive in their
view of literature, knowledge and information. Public
libraries today are so much more than a repository of
books. Now, more than ever, people need and seek out a
welcoming and adaptable space in which to take refuge
from everyday pressures. As a public library, we aim

to provide safe, non-judgmental spaces to enable and
support positive social change; we want this catalogue of
works to be cultivated, shared and used by all members
of the library, schools and the general public.
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Last Night at the Telegraph Club
Malinda Lo

Seventeen-year-old Lily Hu can’'t remember exactly when the
question took root, but the answer was in full bloom the moment
she and Kathleen Miller walked under the flashing neon sign of

a lesbian bar called the Telegraph Club. America in 1954 is not a
safe place for two girls to fall in love, especially not in Chinatown.
Red-Scare paranoia threatens everyone, including Chinese
Americans like Lily. With deportation looming over her father -
despite his hard-won citizenship - Lily and Kath risk everything to
let their love see the light of day.

Hani and Ishu’s Guide to Fake Dating
Adiba Jaigirdar

Everyone likes Hani Khan - she's easy going and one of the most
popular girls at school. But when she comes out to her friends
as bisexual, they don't believe her, claiming she can’t be bi if
she's only dated guys. Panicked, Hani blurts out that she's in a
relationship... with a girl her friends can’t stand - Ishu Dey. Ishu
is the polar opposite of Hani. An academic overachiever, she
hopes that becoming head girl will set her on the right track for
university. Her only problem? Becoming head girl is a popularity
contest and Ishu is hardly popular. Pretending to date Hani is
the only way she'll stand a chance of being elected. Despite their
mutually beneficial pact, they start developing real feelings for
each other. But some people will do anything to stop two Bengali
girls from achieving happily ever after.

The Black Flamingo
Dean Atta

This is not about being ready, it's not even about being fierce,

or fearless, IT'S ABOUT BEING FREE. Michael waits in the stage
wings, wearing a pink wig, pink fluffy coat and black heels. One
more step will see him illuminated by spotlight. He has been on
a journey of bravery to get here, and he is almost ready to show
himself to the world in bold colours ... Can he emerge as The
Black Flamingo?

Treoirleabhar Léitheoireachta LADTA do Phaisti agus don Aos Og



Young Adult Books

What Love Looks Like
Jarlath Gregory

Ben is 17, gay, and happy most of the time. He's finished school
and is on track to a great career - all that's missing is falling in
love. Romantic but a little naive, Ben meets Peter online. But the
guy of his dreams is still in the closet, his pal Soda is suddenly
more interested in nights in than nights out, and his old school
bully seems determined to ruin his life. Then, on top of everything
else, his best friend, Chelsea, goes AWOL - just when he needs
her most.

Everything is changing and Ben’s not sure what to do. But change
brings all kinds of possibilities. You just have to be ready to see
them.

Can Ben navigate the pitfalls of modern gay dating, with all its
highly sexualised expectations, and be true to himself?

Heartstopper: Vol 1
Alice Oseman

Charlie and Nick are at the same school, but they've never met
... until one day when they're made to sit together. They quickly
become friends, and soon Charlie is falling hard for Nick, even
though he doesn't think he has a chance.

But love works in surprising ways, and Nick is more interested in
Charlie than either of them realised

Where We Go From Here
Lucas Rocha

Henrique has had HIV for three years. lan has just tested positive.
Victor got with Henrique last night and thinks he might have it.
lan, Victor and Henrique must navigate treatment, friendship
and love, and eventually learn to trust each other. Because with
judgement and ignorance lurking round every corner, the real
challenge isn't the disease - it's other people
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History Is All You Left Me
Adam Silvera

You're still alive in alternate universes, Theo, but [ live in the real world
where this morning you're having an open casket funeral. | know
you're out there, listening. And you should know I'm really pissed
because you swore you would never die and yet here we are. It hurts
even more because this isn't the first promise you've broken.

Griffin has lost his first love in a drowning accident. Theo was his
best friend, his ex-boyfriend and the one he believed he would end
up with. Now, reeling from grief and worsening OCD, Griffin turns to
an unexpected person for help. Theo’s new boyfriend. But as their
relationship becomes increasingly complicated, dangerous truths
begin to surface. Griffin must make a choice: confront the past, or
miss out on the future...

All Out
Saundra Mitchell

Take a journey through time and genres to discover stories
where queer teens live, love, and shape the world around them.

Seventeen young adult authors across the queer spectrum have
come together to create a collection of beautifully written diverse
historical fiction for teens.

From a retelling of Little Red Riding Hood set in war-torn 1870s
Mexico featuring a transgender soldier...to two girls falling in

love while mourning the death of Kurt Cobain...to forbidden

love in a sixteenth-century Spanish convent...and an asexual girl
discovering her identity amid the 1970s roller-disco scene, All Out
tells a diverse range of stories across cultures, time periods, and
identities, shedding light on an area of history often ignored or
forgotten.
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Simon vs The Homo Sapiens Agenda
Becky Albertalli

Straight people should have to come out too. And the more
awkward it is, the better.

Simon Spier is sixteen and trying to work out who he is - and
what he's looking for.

But when one of his emails to the very distracting Blue falls into
the wrong hands, things get all kinds of complicated.

Because, for Simon, falling for Blue is a big deal ...
It's a holy freaking huge awesome deal.

I Will Not Be Erased
gal-dem

gal-dem, the award-winning online and print magazine, is created
by women and non-binary people of colour. In this life-affirming,
moving and joyous collection of fourteen essays, gal-dem’s
talented writers use raw material from their teenage years -
diaries, poems and chat histories - to give advice to their younger
selves and those growing up today.

gal-dem have been praised by the Guardian for being “the agents
of change we need” and these essays tackle important subjects
including race, gender, mental health and activism, making this
essential reading.

If | Was Your Girl
Meredith Russo

Amanda Hardy is the new girl at school. Like everyone, all she
wants is to make friends and fit in. But Amanda is holding back.
Even from Grant, the guy she's falling in love with. Amanda has
a secret. At her old school, she used to be called Andrew. And
secrets always have a way of getting out.

Treoirleabhar Léitheoireachta LADTA do Phaisti agus don Aos Og



Young Adult Books

Pumpkin
Julie Murphy

ER Waylon Russell Brewer is a fat, openly gay boy stuck in the small
' West Texas town of Clover City. His plan is to bide his time until
? he can graduate, move to Austin with his twin sister, Clementine,
and finally go Full Waylon so that he can live his Julie-the-hills-are-

alive-with-the-sound-of-music-Andrews truth.

So when Clementine deviates from their master plan right after
Waylon gets dumped, he throws caution to the wind and creates
an audition tape for his favorite TV drag show, Fiercest of Them All.
What he doesn't count on is the tape getting accidentally shared
with the entire school. . .. As a result, Waylon is nominated for
prom queen as a joke. Clem’s girlfriend, Hannah Perez, also
receives a joke nomination for prom king.

Waylon and Hannah decide there's only one thing to do: run—
and leave high school with a bang. A very glittery bang. Along
the way, Waylon discovers that there is a lot more to running for
prom court than campaign posters and plastic crowns, especially
when he has to spend so much time with the very cute and
infuriating prom king nominee Tucker Watson.

Waylon will need to learn that the best plan for tomorrow is living
for today . . . especially with the help of some fellow queens... .

Jay’'s Gay Agenda
Jason June

There's one thing Jay Collier knows for sure—he's a statistical
anomaly as the only out gay kid in his small rural Washington
town. While all his friends can't stop talking about their
heterosexual hookups and relationships, Jay can only dream of
his own firsts, compiling a romance to-do list of all the things he
hopes to one day experience—his Gay Agenda.

Then, against all odds, Jay’s family moves to Seattle and he starts
his senior year at a new high school with a thriving LGBTQIA+
community. For the first time ever, Jay feels like he's found where
he truly belongs. But as Jay begins crossing items off his list, he'll
soon be torn between his heart and his hormones, his old friends
and his new ones . . . because after all, life and love don't always
go according to plan.
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Meet Cute Diary
Emery Lee

Noah Ramirez thinks he's an expert on romance. He has to be for
his popular blog, the Meet Cute Diary, a collection of trans happily
ever afters. There's just one problem—all the stories are fake.
What started as the fantasies of a trans boy afraid to step out

of the closet has grown into a beacon of hope for trans readers
across the globe.

When a troll exposes the blog as fiction, Noah's world unravels.
The only way to save the Diary is to convince everyone that the
stories are true, but he doesn't have any proof. Then Drew walks
into Noah's life, and the pieces fall into place: Drew is willing to
fake-date Noah to save the Diary. But when Noah's feelings grow
beyond their staged romance, he realizes that dating in real life
isn't quite the same as finding love on the page.

In this charming novel by Emery Lee, Noah will have to choose
between following his own rules for love or discovering that the
most romantic endings are the ones that go off script.

All Kinds Of Other
James Sie

Two boys are starting over at a new high school.

Jules is still figuring out what it means to be gay...and just how out
he wants to be.

Jack is reeling from a fall-out with his best friend...and isn't ready
to let anyone else in just yet.

When Jules and Jack meet, the sparks are undeniable. But when
a video linking Jack to a pair of popular trans vlioggers is leaked
to the school, the revelations thrust both boys into the spotlight
they'd tried to avoid.

Suddenly Jack and Jules must face a choice: to play it safe and stay
under the radar, or claim their own space in the world--together.
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Stay Gold
STAY
&COLD Tobly McSmith

Pony plans to fly under the radar this year. Tired of getting too
much attention at his old school after coming out as transgender,
he's hoping for a fresh start as a Hillcrest High senior. But it's hard
to live your best life with the threat of exposure lurking around
every corner.

Georgia is beginning to think there's more to life than
cheerleading. She just wants to keep a low profile until
graduation . . . which is why she promised herself that dating is a
nonstarter for the foreseeable future.

Then, on the very first day of classes, the new guy and the
cheerleader lock eyes...

All Boys Aren’t Blue
George M. Johnson

This powerful YA memoir-manifesto follows journalist and
LGBTQ+ activist George M. Johnson as they explore their
childhood, adolescence, and college years, growing up under the
duality of being black and queer.

From memories of getting their teeth kicked out by bullies at
age five to their loving relationship with their grandmother, to
their first sexual experience, the stories wrestle with triumph
and tragedy and cover topics such as gender identity, toxic
masculinity, brotherhood, family, inequality, consent, and Black

Joy.
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We Are Totally Normal
Naomi Kanakia

Nandan’s got a plan to make his junior year perfect, but hooking
up with his friend Dave isn't part of it—especially because
Nandan has never been into guys.

Still, Nandan's willing to give a relationship with him a shot. But
the more his anxiety grows about what his sexuality means for
himself, his friends, and his social life, the more he wonders
whether he can just take it all back.

Is breaking up with Dave—the only person whao's ever really
gotten him—worth feeling “normal” again?

I Wish You All The Best
Mason Deaver

When Ben De Backer comes out to their parents as nonbinary,
they're thrown out of their house and forced to move in with
their estranged older sister, Hannah, and her husband, Thomas,
whom Ben has never even met. Struggling with an anxiety
disorder compounded by their parents’ rejection, they come out
only to Hannah, Thomas, and their therapist and try to keep a
low profile in a new school.But Ben's attempts to survive the last
half of senior year unnoticed are thwarted when Nathan Allan,

a funny and charismatic student, decides to take Ben under his
wing. As Ben and Nathan'’s friendship grows, their feelings for
each other begin to change, and what started as a disastrous turn
of events looks like it might just be a chance to start a happier
new life.
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Like A Love Story
Abdi Nazemian

It's 1989 in New York City, and for three teens, the world is
changing.

Reza is an Iranian boy who has just moved to the city with his
mother to live with his stepfather and stepbrother. He's terrified
that someone will guess the truth he can barely acknowledge
about himself. Reza knows he's gay, but all he knows of gay life
are the media’s images of men dying of AIDS.

Judy is an aspiring fashion designer who worships her uncle
Stephen, a gay man with AIDS who devotes his time to activism as
a member of ACT UP. Judy has never imagined finding romance...
until she falls for Reza and they start dating.

Artis Judy's best friend, their school's only out and proud teen.
He'll never be who his conservative parents want him to be, so he
rebels by documenting the AIDS crisis through his photographs.

As Reza and Art grow closer, Reza struggles to find a way out of
his deception that won't break Judy’s heart--and destroy the most
meaningful friendship he's ever known.

| e | As Far As You'll Take Me
M? * Ml Phil Stamper

" 'AS 0y Marty arrives in London with nothing but his oboe and some
X {1 savings from his summer job, but he's excited to start his new

QYOFG%A%KE' life--where he's no longer the closeted, shy kid who slips under

the radar and is free to explore his sexuality without his parents’

‘@ ME ‘ disapproval.

From the outside, Marty’s life looks like a perfect fantasy: in the
span of a few weeks, he's made new friends, he's getting closer
with his first ever boyfriend, and he's even traveling around
Europe. But Marty knows he can't keep up the facade. He hasn't
spoken to his parents since he arrived, he's tearing through his
meager savings, his homesickness and anxiety are getting worse
and worse, and he hasn't even come close to landing the job

of his dreams. Will Marty be able to find a place that feels like
home?
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Verona Comics
Jennifer Dugan

Jubilee has it all together. She's an elite cellist, and when she’s not
working in her stepmom’s indie comic shop, she's prepping for
the biggest audition of her life. Ridley is barely holding it together.
His parents own the biggest comic-store chain in the country,
and Ridley can't stop disappointing them--that is, when they're
even paying attention. They meet one fateful night at a comic
convention prom, and the two can't help falling for each other.
Too bad their parents are at each other’s throats every chance
they get, making a relationship between them nearly impossible
... unless they manage to keep it a secret. Then again, the feud
between their families may be the least of their problems. As
Ridley’s anxiety spirals, Jubilee tries to help but finds her focus
torn between her fast-approaching audition and their intensifying
relationship. What if love can't conquer all? What if each of them
needs more than the other can give?

The Sky Blues
Robbie Couch

Sky Baker may be openly gay, but in his small, insular town,
making sure he was invisible has always been easier than being
himself. Determined not to let anything ruin his senior year, Sky
decides to make a splash at his high school's annual beach bum
party by asking his crush, Ali, to prom—and he has thirty days to
doit.

What better way to start living loud and proud than by pulling off
the gayest promposal Rock Ledge, Michigan, has ever seen?

Then, Sky's plans are leaked by an anonymous hacker in a deeply
homophobic e-blast that quickly goes viral. He's fully prepared

to drop out and skip town altogether—until his classmates give
him a reason to fight back by turning his thirty-day promposal
countdown into a school-wide hunt to expose the e-blast
perpetrator.

But what happens at the end of the thirty days? Will Sky get to
keep his hard-won visibility? Or will his small-town blues stop him
from being his true self?
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o The Athena Protocol
AR Shamim Sarif

e

/%T HES Jessie Archer is a member of the Athena Protocol, an elite

ﬂ THENT organization of female spies who enact vigilante justice around
1R

PRE H]E ol the world.

Athena operatives are never supposed to shoot to kill--so when
Jessie can't stop herself from pulling the trigger, she gets kicked
out of the organization, right before a huge mission to take down
a human trafficker in Belgrade.

Jessie needs to right her wrong and prove herself, so she starts
her own investigation into the trafficking. But going rogue means
she has no one to watch her back as she delves into the horrors
she uncovers. Meanwhile, her former teammates have been
ordered to bring her down. Jessie must face danger from all sides
if she's to complete her mission--and survive.

The Henna Wars
Adiba Jaigirdar

When Nishat comes out to her parents, they say she can be
anyone she wants - as long as she isn't herself. Because Muslim
girls aren't lesbians. Nishat doesn't want to lose her family, but
she also doesn’t want to hide who she is, which only gets harder
once Flavia walks into her life.

Beautiful and charismatic, Flavia takes Nishat's breath away. But
as their lives become tangled, they're caught up in a rivalry that
gets in the way of any feelings they might have for each other.

Can Nishat find a way to be true to herself... and find love too?
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Cool For The Summer
Dahlia Adler

Lara's had eyes for exactly one person throughout her three
years of high school: Chase Harding. He's tall, strong, sweet, a
football star, and frankly, stupid hot. Oh, and he’s talking to her
now. On purpose and everything. Maybe.. flirting, even? No, wait,
DAHLIA ADLER he's definitely flirting, which is pretty much the sum of everything
Lara's wanted out of life.

Except she’s haunted by a memory. A memory of a confusing,
romantic, strangely perfect summer spent with a girl named
Jasmine. A memory that becomes a confusing, disorienting
present when Jasmine herself walks through the front doors of
the school to see Lara and Chase chatting it up in front of the
lockers.

Lara has everything she ever wanted: a tight-knit group of
friends, a job that borders on cool, and Chase, the boy of her
literal dreams. But if she's finally got the guy, why can't she stop
thinking about the girl?

0 Koiuvnhhye Date Me Bryson Keller
/414/]7 | Kevinvan Whye
] 'QUN Everyone at Fairvale Academy knows Bryson Keller, the super-hot
F soccer captain who doesn't believe in high-school relationships.

They also know about the dare Bryson accepted - each week he
has to date the first person who asks him out.

Assingle school week is all anyone gets. There have been no
exceptions to this. None.

Until me, that is.

Because brilliant Bryson Keller forgot one thing. He never said it
could only be girls . ...
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s The Meaning of Birds
Jaye Robin Brown

Before: Jess has always struggled with the fire inside her. But
when she meets Vivi, everything changes. As they fall for

each other, Vivi helps Jess deal with her anger and pain and
encourages her to embrace her artistic talent. And suddenly Jess's
future is a blank canvas, filled with possibilities.

After: When Vivi unexpectedly dies, Jess's perfect world is erased.
As she spirals out of control, Jess pushes away everyone around
her and throws out her plans for art school. Because art is Vivi
and Vivi is gone forever. Right when Jess feels at her lowest, she
makes a surprising friend who just might be able to show her a
new way to channel her rage, passion, and creativity. But will Jess
ever be able to forge a new path for herself without Vivi?

This Is Kind Of An Epic Love Story
Kacen Callender

Nathan Bird doesn't believe in happy endings. Although he’s the
ultimate film buff and an aspiring screenwriter, Nate's seen the
demise of too many relationships to believe that happy endings
exist in real life.

7&1.',‘./5)@}1;'/. Icy;'aa-

Playing it safe to avoid a broken heart has been his MO ever since
his father died and left his mom to unravel—but this strategy is
not without fault. His best-friend-turned-girlfriend-turned-best-
friend-again, Florence, is set on making sure Nate finds someone
else. And in a twist that is rom-com-worthy, someone does come
along: Oliver James Hernandez, his childhood best friend.

After a painful mix-up when they were little, Nate finally has the
chance to tell Ollie the truth about his feelings. But can Nate find
the courage to pursue his own happily ever after?
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THETMES | The Times | Knew | Was Gay
| KNEW ==~ Eleanor Crewes

——

Ellie always knew she was different. Contrary and creative,

she wore black, obsessed over Willow in Buffy and somehow
never really liked boys. As she grew, so did her fears and a deep
sense of unbelonging. From her first communion to her first
girlfriend via a swathe of self-denial, awkward encounters and
everyday courage, Ellie's journey is told through tender and funny
illustrations - a self-portrait sketched out from the heart.

Ace
A' Angela Chen
et What exactly is sexual attraction and what is it like to go through
s e life not experiencing it? What does asexuality reveal about
el gender roles, about romance and consent, and the pressures
ANBELA of society? This accessible examination of asexuality shows that

the issues that aces face--confusion around sexual activity, the
intersection of sexuality and identity, navigating different needs
in relationships--are the same conflicts that nearly all of us will
experience. Through a blend of reporting, cultural criticism, and
memoir, Ace addresses the misconceptions around the “A” of
LGBTQIA and invites everyone to rethink pleasure and intimacy.
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How To Understand Your Gender
Alex lantaffi

Have you ever questioned your own gender identity? Do you
know somebody who is transgender or who identifies as non-
binary? Do you ever feel confused when people talk about
gender diversity?

This down-to-earth guide is for anybody who wants to know
more about gender, from its biology, history and sociology, to
how it plays a role in our relationships and interactions with
family, friends, partners and strangers. It looks at practical

ways people can express their own gender, and will help you to
understand people whose gender might be different from your
own. With activities and points for reflection throughout, this
book will help people of all genders engage with gender diversity
and explore the ideas in the book in relation to their own lived
experiences.

The New Queer Conscience
Adam Eli

Pocket Change Collective is a series of small books with big ideas
from today’s leading activists and artists. In this installment, The
New Queer Conscience, Voices4 Founder and LGBTQIA activist
Adam Eli offers a candid and compassionate introduction to
queer responsibility. Eli calls on his Jewish faith to underline how
kindness and support within the queer community can lead to a
stronger global consciousness. More importantly, he reassures
us that we're not alone. In fact, we never were. Because if you
mess with one queer, you mess with us all.
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Queer
Kathy Belge

Teen life is hard enough with all of the pressures kids face, but for
teens who are LGBT (lesbian, gay, bisexual, or transgender), it's
even harder. When do you decide to come out? To whom? Will
your friends accept you? And how on earth do you meet people
to date?

Updated in 2018, Queer is a humorous, engaging, and honest
guide that helps LGBT teens come out to friends and family,
navigate their new LGBT social life, figure out if a crush is also
queer, and rise up against bigotry and homophobia.

Queer also includes personal stories from the authors and
sidebars on queer history. This updated and revised edition is
a must-read for any teen who thinks they might be queer - or
knows someone who is.

Trans Mission
Alex Bertie

| guess we should start at the beginning. | was born on 2
November 1995. The doctors in the hospital took one look

at my genitals and slapped an F on my birth certificate. ‘F for
female, not fail - though that would actually have been kind of
appropriate given present circumstances.

When | was 15, | realised | was a transgender man. That makes
it sound like | suddenly had some kind of lightbulb moment. In
reality, coming to grips with my identity has taken a long time.

Over the last six years, I've come out to my family and friends,
changed my name, battled the healthcare system, started taking
male hormones and have had surgery on my chest. My quest to
a beard is almost complete. This is my story.
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wiei=e-| A Quick And Easy Guide To
% IDENTITIES Queer and Trans Identities
7 Mady G

In this quick and easy guide to queer and trans identities,
cartoonists Mady G and JR Zuckerberg guide you through the
basics of the LGBT+ world! Covering essential topics like sexuality,
gender identity, coming out, and navigating relationships, this
guide explains the spectrum of human experience through
informative comics, interviews, worksheets, and imaginative
examples. A great starting point for anyone curious about

queer and trans life, and helpful for those already on their own

journeys!
THE SUNDAY TIMES BISTRELLER Trans.l.
" E Kathryn Gonzales
= A Trans+: Love, Sex, Romance, and Being You by Karen
: Rayne, PhD, and Katherine Gonzales, MBA, is an all-inclusive,
N e uncensored guide for teens who are transgender, nonbinary,
S gender-nonconforming, or gender-fluid. TRANS+ answers
HELEN JOYCE all your questions, easy and hard, about gender and covers

mental health, physical health and reproduction, transitioning,
relationships, sex, and life as a trans or nonbinary individual. It's
full of essential information you need -- and want -- to know and
includes real-life stories from teens like you!
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Yay! You're Gay! Now What?
Riyadh Khalaf

In this personal, heartfelt go-to guide for young queer guys,
broadcaster, YouTuber and LGBT+ advocate Riyadh Khalaf shares
frank advice about everything from coming out to relationships,
as well as encouragement for times when you're feeling low.
There's a support section for family and friends written by
Riyadh's parents and LOADS of hilarious, embarrassing, inspiring
and moving stories from gay boys from around the world.

Plus inspirational gay men including Stephen Fry, Clark Moore
and James Kavanagh share the advice they would give to their
younger selves.

How To They/Them
Stuart Getty

Ever wonder what nonbinary or gender nonconforming really
mean? And how the heck do you use they/them pronouns for
just one person? Isn't it supposed to be plural?

This charming and disarming guide unpacks all these questions
and more with a fun, visual approach. From a real-deal they/
them-using genderqueer writer, this book makes it humorous
and easy to learn so that everyone can get it. No soap boxes

or divisive comment section wars here. Sometimes funny,
sometimes serious, always human, this 101 primer is about more
than just bathrooms and pronouns. It's about gender expression
and the freedom to choose how to identify. While they might only
be for some, that freedom is for everyone!
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Brave Face: A Memoir
Shaun David Hutchinson

“I wasn't depressed because | was gay. | was depressed and gay.”

Shaun David Hutchinson was nineteen. Confused. Struggling to
find the vocabulary to understand and accept who he was and
how he fit into a community in which he couldn’t see himself.
The voice of depression told him that he would never be loved or
wanted, while powerful and hurtful messages from society told
him that being gay meant love and happiness weren't for him.

A million moments large and small over the years all came
together to convince Shaun that he couldn't keep going, that he
had no future. And so he followed through on trying to make that
a reality.

Thankfully Shaun survived, and over time, came to embrace how
grateful he is and how to find self-acceptance. In this courageous
and deeply honest memoir, Shaun takes readers through the
journey of what brought him to the edge, and what has helped
him truly believe that it does get better.

Queer Icons From Gay To Z
Patrick Boyle

This illustrated picture book is an alphabetic celebration of queer
| activists, artists, comedians, writers, philosophers, musicians,

J' }?WWW' . poets and Olympic gold medallists. These icons of the LGBTQ+

: community have collectively championed civil rights, radically

increased queer visibility and provided means of escapism

through their soul-affirming artistry.

Just some of the trailblazers featured in Queer Icons from Gay

to Zinclude Josephine Baker, Laverne Cox, Ellen DeGeneres,

Keith Haring, Neil Patrick Harris, Marsha P Johnson, Harvey Milk,
Martina Navratilova, Cynthia Nixon, Frank Ocean, Ruby Rose, and
so on - all the way to Z. Loaded with trivia and factoids about
each icon - this colourfully illustrated book unites pop culture
icons of the current day with the activists and revolutionaries who
fought (sometimes literally to the death) for the right to be who
they are, and the right to love whoever they damn well please.
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Resistance
Avery Cassell

Resistance: The LGBT Fight Against Fascism in WWIl is a 2019
Lambda Literary Award Finalist! London, Paris, and Berlin were
exciting and vibrant hubs for LGBT culture in Europe in the 1920s
and early 1930s, flush with gay clubs, newspapers, drag shows,
literature, art, and more. All that changed with the rise of fascism
and Hitler's power grab in 1933. In a few short years, the liberal
Weimar Republic in Berlin--a progressive democracy--gave way
to a Nazi-led dictatorship. Lesbians, gay men, bisexuals, and
transsexuals fought against the Nazis, but their struggles have
often been overlooked by history books. In Resistance: The
LGBT Fight Against Fascism in WWII, we honor those people.
This important book is a collection of fully-illustrated historical
biographies of 41 LGBT freedom fighters with illustrations by 21
contemporary LGBTQ+ activists.

T Quick Easy Guide To They/Them
PRONOUNS Pronouns
Archie Bongiovanni

Archie, a snarky genderqueer artist, is tired of people not
understanding gender neutral pronouns. Tristan, a cisgender
dude, is looking for an easy way to introduce gender neutral
pronouns to his increasingly diverse workplace. The longtime
best friends team up in this short and fun comic guide that
explains what pronouns are, why they matter, and how to use
them. They also include what to do if you make a mistake, and
some tips-and-tricks for those who identify outside of the binary
to keep themselves safe in this binary-centric world. A quick and
easy resource for people who use they/them pronouns, and
people who want to learn more!
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. The Queer and Trans Resilience
4« & Workbook
B Anneliese Singh

TRANSGENDER

WORKSIOK Resilience is a key ingredient for psychological health and
e Wellness. [t's what gives people the psychological strength to cope
with everyday stress, as well as major setbacks. For many people,
stressful events may include job loss, financial problems, illness,
natural disasters, medical emergencies, divorce, or the death of

a loved one. But if you are queer or gender non-conforming, life
stresses may also include discrimination in housing and health
care, employment barriers, homelessness, family rejection,
physical attacks or threats, and general unfair treatment and
oppression-all of which lead to overwhelming feelings of
hopelessness and powerlessness. So, how can you gain resilience
in a society that is so often toxic and unwelcoming?

In this important workbook, you'll discover how to cultivate

the key components of resilience: holding a positive view of
yourself and your abilities; knowing your worth and cultivating a
strong sense of self-esteem; effectively utilizing resources; being
assertive and creating a support community; fostering hope and
growth within yourself, and finding the strength to help others.
Once you know how to tap into your personal resilience, you'll
have an unlimited well you can draw from to navigate everyday
challenges.

By learning to challenge internalized negative messages and
remove obstacles from your life, you can build the resilience you
need to embrace your truest self in an imperfect world.
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LGBTQ
Kelly Huegel Madrone

LGBTQ is the indispensable resource for lesbian, gay, bisexual,
transgender, queer, and questioning teens and their allies.

This fully revised and updated third edition includes current
information on LGBTQ terminology, evolving understandings
of gender identity and sexual identity, LGBTQ rights, and much
more. Other advice covers topics such as coming out, confronting
prejudice, getting support, making healthy choices, and thriving
in school and beyond.Resources point the way to books and
websites with more information, and quotes from LGBTQ teens
(and allies) share stories of personal experiences. Created with
input from PFLAG, GLSEN, GLAAD, and others, this book is

for young people who are beginning to question their sexual
orientation or gender identity, those who are ready to work for
LGBTQ rights, and those who may need advice, guidance, or
reassurance that they are not alone.

Trans Teen Survival Guide

Owl Fisher
TEEN | Frank, friendly and funny, the Trans Teen Survival Guide will leave
SURVIVAL transgender and non-binary teens informed, empowered and

GUIDE

armed with all the tips, confidence and practical advice they need
to navigate life as a trans teen.

Wondering how to come out to your family and friends, what
it's like to go through cross hormonal therapy or how to put on
a packer? Trans youth activists Fox and Owl have stepped in to
answer everything that trans teens and their families need to
know.

With a focus on self-care, expression and being proud of your
unique identity, the guide is packed full of invaluable advice from
people who understand the realities and complexities of growing
up trans. Having been there, done that, Fox and Owl are able to
honestly chart the course of life as a trans teen, from potentially
life-saving advice on dealing with dysphoria or depression, to
hilarious real-life awkward trans stories.
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Gender Quest Workbook
Rylan Jay Testa

If you are a transgender and gender nonconforming (TGNC)
teen, you may experience unique challenges with identity and
interpersonal relationships. In addition to experiencing common
teen challenges such as body changes and peer pressure, you
may be wondering how to express your unique identity to others.
The Gender Quest Workbook incorporates skills, exercises,

and activities from evidence-based therapies-such as cognitive
behavioral therapy (CBT)-to help you address the broad range of
struggles you may encounter related to gender identity, such as
anxiety, isolation, fear, and even depression.

Despite outdated beliefs, gender no longer implies being simply
male or female, but rather a whole spectrum of possibilities. This
fun, engaging workbook is designed specifically for teens like you
who want to explore the concept of gender and gender identity
and expression-whether you already identify as TGNC or are
simply questioning your gender identity.

The activities in this book will help you explore your identity
internally, interpersonally, and culturally. And along the way, you'll
learn how to effectively express yourself and make informed
decisions on how to navigate your gender at home, school, work,
or in relationships.
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Junior Books

Fev ":—."7‘-11
baby's

first

BOARD BOOKS

Love Makes a Family
Sophie Beer

Love is baking a special cake. Love is lending a helping hand.
Love is reading one more book. In this exuberant board book,
many different families are shown in happy activity, from an
early-morning wake-up to a kiss before bed. Whether a child has
two moms, two dads, one parent, or one of each, this simple
preschool read-aloud demonstrates that what's most important
in each family’s life is the love the family members share.

Baby'’s First Words
Stella Blackstone & Sunny Scribens

Spend the day with a busy baby and her two dads, and learn the
words for things you do and see along the way! This innovative
first-words book features labels for objects, actions and sound
effects, as well as a fun seek-and-find element.

PICTURE BOOKS

The Pirate Mums
Jodie Lancet-Grant

Billy’s family is not what you'd call ordinary. His mums won't listen
to NORMAL music. They love to sing sea shanties and dance jigs
in the lounge. Their clothes are highly unusual, they have a rude
parrot for a pet, and their taste in house design is, well . .. FISHY.
Billy wishes his family could be more like everyone else’s. Until a

swashbuckling adventure changes everything!
Age 2-4
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My Daddies!
Gareth Peter
A funny, heartfelt picture-book celebrating same-sex parents and

shared story time, perfect for introducing children to the different
kinds of family in the world today.

Set off on a series of incredible adventures with an adorable
family as the stories they read burst into colourful life. Battle
dragons, dodge deadly dinosaurs, zoom to the moon and
explore the world in a hot air balloon, before winding down in a
Julian is a Mermaid

wonderfully cosy bedtime ending.
Jessica Love

While riding the subway home from the pool with his abuela one
day, Julidn notices three women spectacularly dressed up. Their
hair billows in brilliant hues, their dresses end in fishtails, and
their joy fills the train car. When Julian gets home, daydreaming
of the magic he's seen, all he can think about is dressing up just
like the ladies in his own fabulous mermaid costume: a butter-
yellow curtain for his tail, the fronds of a potted fern for his
headdress. But what will Abuela think about the mess he makes
— and even more importantly, what will she think about how
Julidn sees himself? Mesmerizing and full of heart, Jessica Love's

author-illustrator debut is a jubilant picture of self-love and a
radiant celebration of individuality.
Age 2-4
SN Julian at the Wedding
BN | |cssica Love

N ﬁ Julidn and his abuela are going to a wedding. Better yet, Julian is
in the wedding. Weddings have flowers and kissing and dancing
and cake. And this wedding also has a new friend named Marisol.
It's not long before Julidan and Marisol set off for some magic and
mischief of their own, and when things take an unexpected turn,
the pair learns that everything is easier with a good friend by your
side. Jessica Love returns with a joyful story of friendship and
individuality in this radiant follow-up to Julian Is a Mermaid.

Age 2-4
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o This Love: A Celebration of

: ﬁm i Harmony Around the World
p e @l Isabel Otter

-8 [OVE?
{f This Love is a language that is understood and shared by people

all around the world. Whether we're reading quietly with a loved
one or playing on the beach with friends, all across the globe, the

love we feel for one another is the same.
Age 2-4

My Friends and Me: A Celebration
of Different Kinds of Families
Stephanie Stansbie

Jamie has a lot of friends—a lot of friends with different kinds of
families. Kate has two dads. Olivia has two moms. And Jade has
her very own butler! But no matter what the families look like, the

love they feel for each other is all the same.
Age 2-4

Al Called A Fox Called Herbert
rhert
- e'i- ert | Margaret Sturton

" oy ’ Meet Herbert: the rabbit who knows he was born to be a fox.

When his mummy isn't looking, he puts on pointy fox ears, makes
himself a bushy tail, and asks his sister to paint him orange, just
like a fox. But Mummy doesn’t understand: why can't he just be a
good rabbit?

"

b s

A Fox Called Herbert is a true celebration of being ourselves and
supporting our loved ones. Let this joyful tale inspire you to be

who you are and follow your dreams.
Age 2-4
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The Girl With Two Dads
Mel Elliot

Matilda is a new girl at Pearl's school, but there’s something really
different and cool about her family she has TWO dads!

Pearl is sure that Matilda’s family must be very different to her
own but, as they become friends, she starts to discover that
maybe Matilda's family aren't so different after all ...

A funny and heart-warming tale featuring a same-sex parent
family. This light-hearted story will open up discussion and
encourage children to be open minded and inclusive. This
charming tale of friendship is all about celebrating what makes
us different and similar to one another and is perfect for sharing

with children aged 3 years and up.

And Tango Makes Three

Justin Richardson and Peter Parnell
At the penguin house at the Central Park Zoo, two penguins
named Roy and Silo were a little bit different from the others.

But their desire for a family was the same. And with the help of a
kindly zookeeper, Roy and Silo got the chance to welcome a baby

penguin of their very own.
Age 2-4

Frockodile
Jeanne Willis

Celebrating acceptance and being who you really are, this joyful
story is about Cliff, the crocodile who wants to wear a dress.
When the hyenas laugh at Cliff, he pretends he's dressing up for
a play. But no play exists! Luckily his friend Freddy comes to the
rescue and creates a show for Cliff to star in. But what will his
dad say when he sees him? A funny story about inclusion and

supporting your friends and family.
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Uncle Bobby's Wedding
Sarah Brannen

Chloe loves, loves, LOVES her special uncle Bobby. So when

she learns that Uncle Bobby is going to be getting married

to his boyfriend Jamie she’s not at all pleased. What if Uncle
Bobby doesn't have time to play with Chloe anymore? But after
spending a fun-filled day with Bobby and Jamie, she soon realises
she's not losing an uncle, but gaining a whole new one!

An uplifting celebration of love in all its forms, this book is perfect
for any child who has a special grown-up in their life.

Elmer

David McKee

Elmer the elephant is bright-colored patchwork all over. No
wonder the other elephants laugh at him!If he were ordinary
elephant color, the others might stop laughing. That would make
Elmer feel better, wouldn't it? David McKee's comical fable about
everyone's favorite patchwork elephant teaches readers to be
themselves and celebrates the power of laughter. First published
in 1989, Elmer has become an icon of celebrating difference. A
modern classic.

Red: A Crayon's Story

Michael Hall

Red has a bright red label, but he is, in fact, blue. His teacher tries
to help him be red (let's draw strawberries!), his mother tries to
help him be red by sending him out on a playdate with a yellow
classmate (go draw a nice orange!), and the scissors try to help
him be red by snipping his label so that he has room to breathe.
But Red is miserable. He just can't be red, no matter how hard he
tries! Finally, a brand-new friend offers a brand-new perspective,
and Red discovers what readers have known all along. He's blue!

This funny, heartwarming, colorful picture book about finding
the courage to be true to your inner self can be read on multiple

levels, and it offers something for everyone!
Age 2-4
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Fred Gets Dressed
Peter Brown

The boy loves to be naked. He romps around his house naked
and wild and free. Until he romps into his parents’ closet and is
inspired to get dressed. First he tries on his dad's clothes, but they
don't fit well. Then he tries on his mom'’s clothes, and wow! The
boy looks great. He looks through his mom'’s jewelry and makeup
and tries that on, too. When he's discovered by his mother and
father, the whole family (including the dog!) get in on the fun, and
they all get dressed together.

This charming and humorous story was inspired by bestselling
and award-winning author Peter Brown’s own childhood, and
highlights nontraditional gender roles and self-expression.

Age 2-4

e A Day in the Life of Marlon Bundo
MARLON BUNDO . -
LN Jill Twiss

Nt

S Shs HBO's Emmy-winning Last Week Tonight with John Oliver

P == presents a picture book about a Very Special boy bunny who falls
in love with another boy bunny.

Meet Marlon Bundo, a lonely bunny who lives with his Grampa,
Mike Pence - the Vice President of the United States. But on this
Very Special Day, Marlon's life is about to change forever...

With its message of tolerance and advocacy, this charming
children’s book explores issues of same sex marriage and
democracy. Sweet, funny, and beautifully illustrated, this book is
dedicated to every bunny who has ever felt different.

Age 2-4
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PINK I¢ Pink is for Boys

gg;c Robb Pearlman
l& An empowering and educational picture book that proves colors
= _E— o are for everyone, regardless of gender.

Pink is for boys ... and girls . . . and everyone! This timely and
beautiful picture book rethinks and reframes the stereotypical
blue/pink gender binary and empowers kids-and their grown-
ups-to express themselves in every color of the rainbow.
Featuring a diverse group of relatable characters, Pink Is for
Boys invites and encourages girls and boys to enjoy what they
love to do, whether it's racing cars and playing baseball, or loving
unicorns and dressing up. Vibrant illustrations help children learn
and identify the myriad colors that surround them every day,
from the orange of a popsicle, to the green of a grassy field, all
the way up to the wonder of a multicolored rainbow.

Parents and kids will delight in Robb Pearlman’s sweet, simple
script, as well as its powerful message: life is not color-coded.

Age 2-4

Strong
Rob Kearney and Eric Rosswood

A fresh, charming picture book that shows there are lots of ways
to be STRONG.

Rob dreams of becoming a champion strongman. He wants to
flip huge tires, lug boulders, and haul trucks -- and someday be
the strongest man in the world! But he feels like he can't fit in with
his bright leggings, unicorn T-shirts, and rainbow-dyed hair. Will
Rob find a way to step into his true self and be a champion?

With bold illustrations and an engaging, informative text, Strong
introduces readers to Rob Kearney and his journey from an
athletic kid trying to find his place to the world's first openly gay

professional strongman.
Age4-8
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Prince and Knight
Daniel Haack

Once upon a time there lived a charming prince. His parents
knew he couldn't rule the kingdom alone, so the three of them
set out on a long journey across the land, to find him a suitable
bride. But it soon became clear that the Prince was looking for
something very special, and none of the princesses were right for
him.

Then, when a terrible dragon threatens the kingdom, the Prince
meets a brave knight. Could this be the Prince’s one true love?
This Day in June

Gayle E Pitman

This day in June.... Parade starts soon.... Rainbow arches.... Joyful
marches!

In a wildly whimsical, validating, and exuberant reflection of

the LGBT community, This Day In June welcomes readers to
experience a pride celebration and share in a day when we are all
united.

Also included is a Note to Parents and Other Caregivers with
information on how to talk to children about sexual orientation
and gender identity in age-appropriate ways as well as a Reading
Guide chock-full of facts about LGBT history and culture. This Day
inJune is an excellent tool for teaching respect, acceptance, and
understanding of lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender people.

Age 5-8

e e The Bread Pet:
©redd | A sourdough Story
Kate DePalma

Cora promises to keep Uncle |B's Bread Pet alive but didn't
anticipate its exponential growth! She needs to come up with a
solution - and fast! This whimsical STEM story of family, creativity
and community will inspire young makers to experiment and
share their gifts with others. Includes sourdough starter and

sourdough bread recipes.
Age 5-8
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Nen and the Lonely Fisherman
lan Eagleton

Far out to sea and deep below the whispering waves lives

a merman called Nen. Nen spends his days exploring his
underwater kingdom, but something is missing: his heart is
empty. So, Nen ventures to the forbidden world above and it

is here that he meets Ernest, a lonely fisherman. But can two
people from different worlds be together and what will happen
when a terrifying storm gathers? A lyrical, beautiful celebration of
love, acceptance and faith, with a gentle message about how we

treat our oceans, and each other.
Age 5-8

Little People, Big Dreams: Alan Turing
Ma Isabel Sanchez Vegara

lan grew up in England, where his best friends were numbers
and a little boy called Christopher. When his young friend died,
Alan retreated to the world of numbers and codes, where he
discovered how to crack the code of the Nazi Enigma machine.
This moving book features stylish and quirky illustrations

and extra facts at the back, including a biographical timeline
with historical photos and a detailed profile of the brilliant
mathematician’s life.

Little People, BIG DREAMS is a bestselling series of books and
educational games that explore the lives of outstanding people,
from designers and artists to scientists and activists. All of them
achieved incredible things, yet each began life as a child with a
dream.

Age 5-8 « Non-Fiction
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Little People, Big Dreams: Elton John
Ma Isabel Sanchez Vegara

As a child, Elton started playing his grandmother’s piano in
Harrow, London. He could pick tunes out by ear and was soon
attending lessons at the Royal Academy. After answering an
advertisement in a newspaper, Elton teamed up with a lyric-
writing buddy: Bernie Taupin. The rest was history.

Elton’s songwriting talent, musical skill and dazzling outfits have
made him one of the all-time greats. This moving book features
stylish and quirky illustrations and extra facts at the back,
including a biographical timeline with historical photos and a
detailed profile of the musician’s life.

Little People, BIG DREAMS is a bestselling series of books and
educational games that explore the lives of outstanding people,
from designers and artists to scientists and activists. All of them
achieved incredible things, yet each began life as a child with a

dream.
Age 5-8 « Non-Fiction

s newsiart | F@IiIX'S New Skirt
Kerstin Brichzin

Felix likes to wear skirts. He thinks they're fun—plus he likes the
way his legs move in them. His family doesn't mind, but that's
not the case for Felix's classmates. Their merciless teasing makes
him want to give up school for good. Can Felix's parents come up
with a way to validate Felix's expression, while also teaching the
other children a lesson in acceptance? A timely picture book that
tackles themes of empathy and tolerance in a world where it's

tough to be different.
Age 5-8

Treoirleabhar Léitheoireachta LADTA do Phéisti agus don Aos Og
LGBTQ+ Reading Guide for Junior and Young Adults



Junior Books

CHAPTER BOOKS

To Night Owl from Dogfish

' A Holly Goldberg Sloan

=NIGHT OWL Avery (Night Owl) is bookish, intense, likes to plan ahead, and is
afraid of many things. Bett (Dogfish) is fearless, outgoing, and

..... e lives in the moment. What they have in common is that they are
W N/ both twelve years old, and their dads are dating each other.

Bett and Avery are sent, against their will, to the same camp
for the summer vacation. Their dads hope that they will find
common ground and become friends - and possibly, one day,
even sisters.

Against all odds, the girls soon can'timagine a life without each
other. But when the worst happens, and their dads break up,
Avery and Bett must figure out a way to get them to fall in love
again. Is keeping a family together as easy as they think it is?

Age 9-11

Proud of Me
Sarah Hagger-Holt

An accessible child-centred story about self-acceptance and the
importance of opening up to those closest to you.

Becky and Josh are almost-twins, with two mums and the same
anonymous donor dad.

Josh can't wait until he's eighteen, the legal age when he can
finally contact his donor, and he'll do anything to find out more -
even if it involves lying.

Becky can't stop thinking about her new friend, Carli. Could her
feelings for Carli be a sign of something more?

Becky and Josh both want their parents to be proud of them...but
right now, they're struggling to even accept themselves.

Age 9-11
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Hurricane child
Kacen Callender

Caroline Murphy is a Hurricane Child. Being born during a
hurricane is unlucky, and 12-year-old Caroline has had her share
of bad luck lately. She’s hated and bullied by everyone in her
small school on St. Thomas of the US Virgin Islands, a spirit only
she can see won't stop following her, and - worst of all - Caroline’s
mother left home one day and never came back.

But when a new student named Kalinda arrives, Caroline’s luck
begins to turn around. Kalinda, a solemn girl from Barbados with
a special smile for everyone, becomes Caroline's first and only
friend -- and the person for whom Caroline has begun to develop
acrush.

Now, Caroline must find the strength to confront her feelings

for Kalinda, brave the spirit stalking her through the islands, and
face the reason her mother abandoned her. Together, Caroline
and Kalinda must set out in a hurricane to find Caroline’s missing

mother -- before Caroline loses her forever.
Age 9-12

Ivy Aberdeen’s Letter to the World
Ashley Herring Blake

When a tornado rips through town, twelve-year-old Ivy
Aberdeen’s house is destroyed and her family of five is displaced.
Ivy feels invisible and ignored in the aftermath of the storm--and
what's worse, her notebook filled with secret drawings of girls
holding hands has gone missing.

Mysteriously, Ivy's drawings begin to reappear in her locker with
notes from someone telling her to open up about her identity.
Ivy thinks--and hopes--that this someone might be her classmate,
another girl for whom Ivy has begun to develop a crush. Will lvy
find the strength and courage to follow her true feelings?

Age 9-12
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Cattywampus
Ash Van Otterloo

In the town of Howler’s Hollow, conjuring magic is strictly off-
limits. Only nothing makes Delpha McGill's skin crawl more than
rules. So when she finds her family’s secret book of hexes, she’s
itching to use it to banish her mama’s money troubles. She just
has to keep it quieter than a church mouse -- not exactly Delpha'’s
specialty.Trouble is, Katybird Hearn is hankering to get her hands
on the spell book, too. The daughter of a rival witching family,
Katy has reasons of her own for wanting to learn forbidden
magic, and she's not going to let an age-old feud or Delpha'’s
contrary ways stop her. But their quarrel accidentally unleashes a
hex so heinous it resurrects a graveyard full of angry Hearn and
McGill ancestors bent on total destruction. If Delpha and Katy
want to reverse the spell in time to save everyone in the Hollow
from rampaging zombies, they'll need to mend fences and work

together.
Age 9-12

The Best at It
Maulik Pancholy

Rahul Kapoor is heading into seventh grade in a small town

in Indiana. The start of middle school is making him feel
increasingly anxious, so his favorite person in the whole world,
his grandfather, Bhai, gives him some well-meaning advice: Find
one thing you're really good at and become the BEST at it.

Those four little words sear themselves into Rahul's brain. While
he's not quite sure what that special thing is, he is convinced that
once he finds it, bullies like Brent Mason will stop torturing him
at school. And he won't be worried about staring too long at his
classmate Justin Emery. With his best friend, Chelsea, by his side,
Rahul is ready to crush this challenge.... But what if he discovers

he isn't the best at anything?
Age 9-14
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The Whispers
Greg Howard

Eleven-year-old Riley believes in the whispers, magical fairies that
will grant you wishes if you leave them tributes. Riley has a lot of
wishes. He wishes bullies at school would stop picking on him. He
wishes Dylan, his 8th grade crush, liked him, and Riley wishes he
would stop wetting the bed. But most of all, Riley wishes for his
mom to come back home. She disappeared a few months ago,
and Riley is determined to crack the case. He even meets with a
detective, Frank, to go over his witness statement time and time
again.

Frustrated with the lack of progress in the investigation, Riley
decides to take matters into his own hands. So he goes on a
camping trip with his friend Gary to find the whispers and ask
them to bring his mom back home. But Riley doesn't realize the
trip will shake the foundation of everything that he believes in

forever.
Age 9-12

The Insiders
Mark Oshiro

San Francisco and Orangevale may be in the same state, but for
Héctor Mufioz, they might as well be a million miles apart. Back
home, being gay didn't mean feeling different. At Héctor's new
school, he couldn't feel more alone.

Most days, Héctor just wishes he could disappear. And he does.
Right into the janitor’s closet. (Yes, he sees the irony.) But one
day, when the door closes behind him, Héctor discovers he's
stumbled into a room that shouldn’t be possible. A room that
connects him with two new friends from different corners of
the country—and opens the door to a life-changing year full of

friendship, adventure, and just a little bit of magic
Age 9-12
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Junior Books

Better Nate than Never
Tim Federle

Billy Elliot meets Glee! in this award-winning book about a small-
town boy with big ambitions. Thirteen-year-old Nate Foster has
always wanted to star in a Broadway show. (In fact, he'd settle for
seeing a Broadway show.) With best pal Libby's help, Nate plans a
daring overnight escape to New York. There's an open casting call
for E.T.: The Musical, and Nate knows this could be the difference
between small-town blues and big-time stardom. Tim Federle's
hilarious and touching debut is full of broken curfews, second
chances and the adventure of growing up - because sometimes
you have to get four hundred miles from your back garden to
Rick

finally feel at home.
Age 9-14
Alex Gino

Rick's never questioned much. He's gone along with his best
friend Jeff even when Jeff's acted like a bully and a jerk. He's let his
father joke with him about which hot girls he might want to date
even though that kind of talk always makes him uncomfortable.
And he hasn't given his own identity much thought, because
everyone else around him seemed to have figured it out. But now
Rick's gotten to middle school, and new doors are opening. One
of them leads to the school’s Rainbow Spectrum club, where kids
of many genders and identities congregate, including Melissa,

the girl who sits in front of Rick in class and seems to have her life
together. Rick wants his own life to be that . . . understood. Even
if it means breaking some old friendships and making some new

ones..
Age 9-14
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Junior Books

The Deepest Breath
Meg Grehan

Stevie is eleven and loves reading and sea- creatures. She

lives with her mum, and she’s been best friends with Andrew
since forever. Stevie's mum teases her that someday they'll get
married, but Stevie knows that won't ever happen.

There's a girl at school that she likes more. A lot more. Actually,
she's a bit confused about how much she likes her. It's nothing
like the way she likes Andrew. It makes her fizz inside. That's a
new feeling, one she doesn't understand.

Stevie needs to find out if girls can like girls - love them, even -
but it's hard to get any information, and she’s too shy to ask out
loud about it. But maybe she can find an answer in a book. With
the help of a librarian, Stevie finds stories of girls loving girls, and
builds up her courage to share the truth with her mum.
Age9-14
King and the Dragonflies
Kacen Callender
Twelve-year-old Kingston James is sure his brother Khalid has
turned into a dragonfly. When Khalid unexpectedly passed away,
he shed what was his first skin for another to live down by the
bayou in their small Louisiana town. Khalid still visits in dreams,

and King must keep these secrets to himself as he watches grief
transform his family.

It would be easier if King could talk with his best friend, Sandy
Sanders. But just days before he died, Khalid told King to end
their friendship, after overhearing a secret about Sandy-that he
thinks he might be gay. “You don't want anyone to think you're
gay too, do you?”

But when Sandy goes missing, sparking a town-wide search, and
King finds his former best friend hiding in a tent in his backyard,
he agrees to help Sandy escape from his abusive father, and

the two begin an adventure as they build their own private
paradise down by the bayou and among the dragonflies. As
King's friendship with Sandy is reignited, he’s forced to confront
questions about himself and the reality of his brother’s death.

Age 9-14
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Ca bhfuil mo leabharlann is congarai?
Where is my nearest library?

Balbriggan 01 870 4401 balbrigganlibrary@fingal.ie
Baldoyle 01890 6793 baldoylelibrary@fingal.ie
Blanchardstown 01 890 5560 blanchlibrary@fingal.ie
Donabate 01 890 5609 donabate.library@fingal.ie
Garristown 01 8355020 garristownlibrary@fingal.ie
Howth 01 890 5026 Howth.library@fingal.ie
Malahide 01 8704430 malahidelibrary@fingal.ie
Rush 018708414 rushlibrary@fingal.ie
Skerries 01890 5671 skerrieslibrary.library@fingal.ie
Swords 01 890 5582 swordslibrary@fingal.ie
Mobile Library 01890 6719 mobile libraries@fingal.ie
ri(l)al:::;g::v?ce 01 860 4290 housebound.library@fingal.ie
AL 01890 4486 Local Studies@fingal.ie

and Archives

Ta Leabharlanna Fhine Gall ar na Meain Shoisialta
Fingal Libraries are on Social Media
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