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These catalogues were created not just as a 
celebration of our LGBTQ+ community, but also with 
a purpose. A purpose of inclusion, representation, an 
acknowledgement of our diversity and as a small platform 
of equality provided through literature. Every day there is 
an opportunity for stories to be told, stories that capture 
the essence of a wider world view, breaking down barriers 
to show us common ground, from shared experiences to 
shared emotions, stories of growth, overcoming adversity, 
recognising our differences, finding our own identity and 
a celebration of one’s true character.

The opportunity for these stories to be told grows 
greater day by day. Over the decades, there has 
been an enormous change in cultural acceptance, 
acknowledgement and support of the LGBTQ+ 
community, both in Ireland and all over the world.

The literature collected here is aimed to educate, inform 
and inspire those who are part of the LGBTQ+ community 
and indeed further guide its own allies of this community 
also.

Fingal Libraries have always been progressive in their 
view of literature, knowledge and information. Public 
libraries today are so much more than a repository of 
books. Now, more than ever, people need and seek out a 
welcoming and adaptable space in which to take refuge 
from everyday pressures. As a public library, we aim 
to provide safe, non-judgmental spaces to enable and 
support positive social change; we want this catalogue of 
works to be cultivated, shared and used by all members 
of the library, schools and the general public.
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Guapa
Saleem Haddad
Set over the course of twenty-four hours, Guapa follows Rasa, a 
gay man living in an unnamed Arab country, as he tries to carve 
out a life for himself in the midst of political and social upheaval. 
Rasa spends his days translating for Western journalists and 
pining for the nights when he can sneak his lover, Taymour, into 
his room. One night Rasa’s grandmother — the woman who 
raised him — catches them in bed together. The following day 
Rasa is consumed by the search for his best friend Maj, a fiery 
activist and drag queen star of the underground bar, Guapa, who 
has been arrested by the police. Each new encounter leads him 
closer to confronting his own identity, as he revisits his childhood 
and probes the secrets that haunt his family. As Rasa confronts 
the simultaneous collapse of political hope and his closest 
personal relationships, he is forced to discover the roots of his 
alienation and try to re-emerge into a society that may never 
accept him.

Orlando
Virgina Woolf
Virginia Woolf’s Orlando playfully constructs the figure of Orlando 
as the fictional embodiment of Woolf’s close friend and lover, 
Vita Sackville-West. Spanning three centuries, the novel opens 
as Orlando, a young nobleman in Elizabeth’s England, awaits a 
visit from the Queen and traces his experience with first love as 
England under James I lies locked in the embrace of the Great 
Frost. At the midpoint of the novel, Orlando, now an ambassador 
in Constantinople, awakes to find that he is now a woman, and 
the novel indulges in farce and irony to consider the roles of 
women in the 18th and 19th centuries. As the novel ends in 1928, 
a year consonant with full suffrage for women. Orlando, now a 
wife and mother, stands poised at the brink of a future that holds 
new hope and promise for women.
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Detransition, Baby 
Torrey Peters
Reese almost had it all: a loving relationship with Amy, an 
apartment in New York City, a job she didn’t hate. She had 
scraped together what previous generations of trans women 
could only dream of: a life of mundane, bourgeois comforts. 
The only thing missing was a child. But then her girlfriend, Amy, 
detransitioned and became Ames, and everything fell apart. 

Swimming in the Dark
Tomasz Jedrowski
Set in early 1980s Poland against the violent decline of 
communism, a tender and passionate story of first love between 
two young men who eventually find themselves on opposite 
sides of the political divide—a stunningly poetic and heartrending 
literary debut for fans of Andre Aciman, Garth Greenwell, and 
Alan Hollinghurst.

With Teeth
Kristen Arnett
A surprising and moving story of two mothers, one difficult son, 
and the limitations of marriage, parenthood, and love. If she’s 
being honest, Sammie Lucas is scared of her son. Working from 
home in the close quarters of their Florida house, she lives with 
one wary eye peeled on Samson, a sullen, unknowable boy who 
resists her every attempt to bond with him. Uncertain in her own 
feelings about motherhood, she tries her best--driving, cleaning, 
cooking, prodding him to finish projects for school--while growing 
increasingly resentful of Monika, her confident but absent wife. 
As Samson grows from feral toddler to surly teenager, Sammie’s 
life begins to deteriorate into a mess of unruly behavior, and her 
struggle to create a picture-perfect queer family unravels.
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The Danish Girl
David Ebershoff
Loosely inspired by a true story, this tender portrait of marriage 
asks: what do you do when the person you love has to change? It 
starts with a simple favour asked by a wife of her husband while 
both are painting in their studio, setting off a transformation 
neither can anticipate. Uniting fact and fiction into an original 
romantic vision, The Danish Girl eloquently portrays the unique 
intimacy that defines every marriage and the remarkable story 
of Lili Elbe, a pioneer in transgender history, and the woman 
torn between loyalty to her marriage and her own ambition and 
desires.

Tin Man
Sarah Winman
This is almost a love story. But it’s not as simple as that. Ellis and 
Michael are twelve-year-old boys when they first become friends, 
and for a long time it is just the two of them, cycling the streets 
of Oxford, teaching themselves how to swim, discovering poetry, 
and dodging the fists of overbearing fathers. And then one 
day this closest of friendships grows into something more. But 
then we fast-forward a decade or so, to find that Ellis is married 
to Annie, and Michael is nowhere in sight. Which leads to the 
question: What happened in the years between? With beautiful 
prose and characters that are so real they jump off the page, Tin 
Man is a love letter to human kindness and friendship, and to 
loss and living.
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The Argonauts
Maggie Nelson
An intrepid voyage out to the frontiers of the latest thinking 
about love, language, and family. Maggie Nelson’s The Argonauts 
is a genre-bending memoir, a work of “autotheory” offering 
fresh, fierce, and timely thinking about desire, identity, and the 
limitations and possibilities of love and language. At its center is 
a romance: the story of the author’s relationship with the artist 
Harry Dodge. This story, which includes Nelson’s account of 
falling in love with Dodge, who is fluidly gendered, as well as her 
journey to and through a pregnancy, offers a firsthand account of 
the complexities and joys of (queer) family-making.

Giovanni’s Room
James Baldwin
In a novel that has resonated with the queer community since 
it was first published decades ago, a young man finds himself 
caught between desire and morality in 1950s expat Paris. While 
much has changed since Baldwin wrote it, many aspects of life, 
love and heartbreak remain the same.  

The Color Purple
Alice Walker 
Walker’s masterpiece about the love between women isn’t just 
an LGBT classic, it’s a must-read book in just about every way. 
Made into a major motion picture, this National Book and Pulitzer 
Prize-winner follows the story of two sisters living very different 
lives and the unbreakable bond between them, even through 
impossible circumstances.  
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Peaces
Helen Oyeyemi
‘Peaces is the story of Otto and Xavier Shin, a couple who embark 
on a mysterious train journey that takes them far beyond any 
destination they could have anticipated.

As the carriages roll along they discover each is more curious and 
fascinating than the last, becoming embroiled in this strange train 
and its intrigue. Who is Ava Kapoor, the sole full-time inhabitant 
of the train, and what is her relationship to a man named Prem? 
Are they passengers or prisoners? We discover who orchestrated 
the journey, hurtling them all into their past for clues. This is a 
brilliant, wise, strange and, above all, beautiful novel.’

The Price of Salt
Patricia Highsmith
A chance meeting, an illicit romance, and the freedom of the 
open road — this classic has it all. That is, until one of the women 
is forced to choose between her lover and her child. Grab the 
tissues before picking up this suspenseful LGBTQ book. If you 
didn’t think a thrilling story could also make your heart sing, let 
this one change your mind.

The Gods of Tango
Carolina De Robertis
Seventeen-year-old Leda arrives in Bueno Aires in 1913 with just 
a suitcase and her father’s cherished violin. But when she arrives, 
she discovers the husband she traveled there to reach is dead. 
What follows is a love story with tango and with an authenticity 
she discovers through it all.  
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Oranges are not the Only Fruit
Jeanette Winterson
For anyone who has ever grappled with the complexities of 
sexual orientation within a religious context, this coming-out 
novel will feel all too familiar. The evangelical Jeanette considers 
herself one of God’s children, but when she discovers her 
sexuality, it throws a wrench into her family’s plans for her.

Under the Udala Trees
Chinelo Okparanta
After getting displaced by civil war in Nigeria, a young girl begins 
a love affair with a fellow refugee. The cards are stacked against 
them in a variety of ways: They’re from different cultures, 
different places, and they’re the same gender. The way this book 
reckons with both culture and sexuality is beautiful, and worth a 
read.

The Seven Husbands of Evelyn Hugo
Taylor Jenkins Reid
Aging and reclusive Hollywood movie icon Evelyn Hugo is finally 
ready to tell the truth about her glamorous and scandalous life. 
But when she chooses unknown magazine reporter Monique 
Grant for the job, no one is more astounded than Monique 
herself. Why her? Why now?

Starless
Jacqueline Carey
Destined from birth to serve as protector of the princess Zariya, 
Khai is trained in the arts of killing and stealth by a warrior sect 
in the deep desert; yet there is one profound truth that has been 
withheld from him. In the court of the Sun-Blessed, Khai must 
learn to navigate deadly intrigue and his own conflicted identity.
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In at the Deep End
Kate Davies
A deliciously disarming debut novel about a twenty-something 
Londoner who discovers that she may have been looking for 
love—and pleasure—in all the wrong places (i.e., from men).

Love after Love
Ingrid Persaud
An electrifying novel of an unconventional family in Trinidad 
mended by their individual, and collective, quests for love. 
After Betty Ramdin’s husband dies, she invites a colleague, Mr. 
Chetan, to move in with her and her son, Solo. Over time, the 
three become a family, loving each other deeply and depending 
upon one another. Then, one fateful night, Solo overhears Betty 
confiding in Mr. Chetan and learns a secret that plunges him into 
torment.

Rainbow Milk
Paul Mendez
An essential and revelatory coming-of-age narrative from a 
thrilling new voice, Rainbow Milk follows nineteen-year-old Jesse 
McCarthy as he grapples with his racial and sexual identities 
against the backdrop of his Jehovah’s Witness upbringing.

Red, White & Royal Blue
Casey McQuiston
Red, White & Royal Blue centres around the character of Alex 
Claremont-Diaz, the First Son of the United States, and his 
relationship with Prince Henry, a British prince.
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All Russians Love Birch Trees
Olga Grjasnowa
An award-winning debut novel about a quirky immigrant’s 
journey through a multicultural, post-nationalist landscape. 
Set in Frankfurt, All Russians Love Birch Trees follows a young 
immigrant named Masha. Fluent in five languages and able to 
get by in several others, Masha lives with her boyfriend, Elias. Her 
best friends are Muslims struggling to obtain residence permits, 
and her parents rarely leave the house except to compare gas 
prices. Masha has nearly completed her studies to become an 
interpreter, when suddenly Elias is hospitalized after a serious 
soccer injury and dies, forcing her to question a past that has 
haunted her for years.

You Exist Too Much
Zaira Arafat
Told in vignettes that flash between the US and the Middle East, 
Zaina Arafat’s powerful debut novel traces her protagonist’s 
progress from blushing teen to creative and confused adulthood.

Never Anyone but You
Rupert Thomson
The true story of a love affair between two extraordinary women 
becomes a literary tour deforce in this novel that recreates the 
surrealist movement in Paris and the horrors of the two world 
wars with a singular incandescence and intimacy.
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The Last Watchman of Old Cairo
Michael David Lukas
In this wonderfully rich novel from the author of the 
internationally bestselling The Oracle of Stamboul, a young man 
journeys from California to Cairo to unravel centuries-old family 
secrets.

We the Animals
Justin Torres
A bildungsroman about three wild brothers of white and Puerto 
Rican parentage who live a rough and tumble childhood in rural 
upstate New York during the 1980s. The youngest brother, who 
is the protagonist, eventually breaks away from the rest of the 
family.

Queer Love: an Anthology of Irish Fiction 
Paul McVeigh
Queer Love seeks to go some way to redress the lack of 
acknowledgement of the LGBTQI+ community in Irish literary 
anthologies, with a mixture of established writers of international 
standing, writers who have been making a splash in recent 
years and new emerging writers. The anthology has a mixture 
of previously published stories, newly commissioned work and 
those entered through the Munster Literary Centre’s call out.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bildungsroman
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Protagonist
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After Francesco
Brian Malloy
Return to New York City and Minneapolis in 1988, at the peak 
of the AIDS crisis, in this stunning novel of relationships and 
surviving heartbreaking loss. Published on the 40th anniversary 
of the disease’s first reported cases, this story is both a tribute 
to a generation lost to the pandemic as well as a powerful 
exploration of heartbreak, recovery, and how love can defy grief.

Two years after his partner, Francesco, died, twenty-eight-year-
old Kevin Doyle is dusting off his one good suit jacket for yet 
another funeral, yet another loss in their close-knit group. They 
had all been young, beautiful, and living the best days of their 
lives, though they didn’t know it. That was before New York City 
began to feel like a war zone, its horrors somehow invisible, and 
ignored by the rest of the world.

Honey Girl
Morgan Rogers
With her newly completed PhD in astronomy in hand, twenty-
eight-year-old Grace Porter goes on a girls’ trip to Vegas to 
celebrate. She is not the kind of person who goes to Vegas and 
gets drunkenly married to a woman whose name she doesn’t 
know…until she does exactly that.

The Sweetness of Water
Nathan Harris
In the waning days of the Civil War, brothers Prentiss and 
Landry—freed by the Emancipation Proclamation—seek refuge 
on the homestead of George Walker and his wife, Isabelle. The 
Walkers, wracked by the loss of their only son to the war, hire 
the brothers to work their farm, hoping through an unexpected 
friendship to stanch their grief.
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Maurice
E.M. Forster
Maurice is heartbroken over unrequited love, which opened his 
heart and mind to his own sexual identity. In order to be true to 
himself, he goes against the grain of society’s often unspoken 
rules of class, wealth, and politics.

Forster understood that his homage to same-sex love, if 
published when he completed it in 1914, would probably end his 
career. Thus, Maurice languished in a drawer for fifty-seven years, 
the author requesting it be published only after his death (along 
with his stories about homosexuality later collected in The Life to 
Come).

Fun Home: A Family Tragicomic
Alison Bechdel
In this graphic memoir, Alison Bechdel charts her fraught 
relationship with her late father. Distant and exacting, Bruce 
Bechdel was an English teacher and director of the town funeral 
home, which Alison and her family referred to as the Fun Home. 
It was not until college that Alison, who had recently come out as 
a lesbian, discovered that her father was also gay. A few weeks 
after this revelation, he was dead, leaving a legacy of mystery for 
his daughter to resolve.

The Song of Achilles
Madeline Miller
Achilles, “the best of all the Greeks,” son of the cruel sea 
goddess Thetis and the legendary king Peleus, is strong, swift, 
and beautiful, irresistible to all who meet him. Patroclus is an 
awkward young prince, exiled from his homeland after an act 
of shocking violence. Brought together by chance, they forge an 
inseparable bond, despite risking the gods’ wrath.
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The Book of Salt
Monique Truong
Binh, a Vietnamese cook, flees Saigon in 1929, disgracing his 
family to serve as a galley hand at sea. The taunts of his now-
deceased father ringing in his ears, Binh answers an ad for a 
live-in cook at a Parisian household, and soon finds himself 
employed by Gertrude Stein and Alice B. Toklas. Toklas and Stein 
hold court in their literary salon, for which the devoted yet acerbic 
Binh serves as chef, and as a keen observer of his “Mesdames” 
and their distinguished guests. But when the enigmatic literary 
ladies decide to journey back to America, Binh is faced with a 
monumental choice: will he, the self-imposed “exile,” accompany 
them to yet another new country, return to his native Vietnam, or 
make Paris his home?  

Written on the Body
Jeanette Winterson
In a quiet English suburb, a love affair ignites. For our nameless 
narrator, Louise is the last in a long line of explosive passions, but 
the first to have broken their heart. With Louise’s husband, Elgin, 
blocking love’s course, their affair is doomed to unravel - until, 
that is, a terrible choice must be made.

With its witty and masterful prose, Written on the Body takes the 
reader on a beguiling and defying exploration of love and its 
physical forms.

From the Notebooks of Melanin Sun 
Jacqueline Woodson
Jacqueline Woodson’s remarkable, award-winning story of a boy 
coming to grips a sudden change in his family.

Melanin Sun’s mother has some big news: she’s in love with a 
woman. Now he has many decisions to make: Should he stand by 
his mother even though it could mean losing his friends? Should 
he abandon the only family he’s ever known? Either way, Melanin 
Sun is about to learn the true meaning of sacrifice, prejudice, and 
love.
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Shuggie Bain 
Douglas Stuart
Shuggie Bain is the debut novel by Scottish-American writer 
Douglas Stuart, and won the Booker Prize in 2020. It tells the 
story of the youngest of the three children, Shuggie, growing up 
with his alcoholic mother Agnes in 1980s post-industrial working-
class Glasgow. A heartbreaking story of addiction, sexuality, and 
love, Shuggie Bain is an epic portrayal of a working-class family 
that is rarely seen in fiction.  

Milk Fed
Melissa Broder
Twenty-four-year-old Rachel has made calorie restriction her 
religion. By day, she maintains an illusion of existential control, 
by way of obsessive food rituals, while working as an underling 
at a Los Angeles talent management agency. At night, she pedals 
nowhere on the elliptical machine. Rachel is content to carry on 
subsisting--until her therapist encourages her to take a ninety-
day communication detox from her mother, who raised her in 
the tradition of calorie counting.

Early in the detox, Rachel meets Miriam, a zaftig young Orthodox 
Jewish woman who works at her favorite frozen yogurt shop and 
is intent upon feeding her. Rachel is suddenly and powerfully 
entranced by Miriam--by her sundaes and her body, her faith 
and her family--and as the two grow closer, Rachel embarks on a 
journey marked by mirrors, mysticism, mothers, milk, and honey.

All Adults Here
Emma Straub
A warm, funny, and keenly perceptive novel about the life cycle of 
one family--as the kids become parents, grandchildren become 
teenagers, and a matriarch confronts the legacy of her mistakes. 
From the New York Times bestselling author of Modern Lovers and 
The Vacationers.
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A Beautiful Crime
Christopher Bollen
When Nick Brink and his boyfriend Clay Guillory meet up on the 
Grand Canal in Venice, they have a plan in mind—and it doesn’t 
involve a vacation. Nick and Clay are running away from their 
turbulent lives in New York City, each desperate for a happier, 
freer future someplace else. Their method of escape? Selling 
a collection of counterfeit antiques to a brash, unsuspecting 
American living out his retirement years in a grand palazzo. With 
Clay’s smarts and Nick’s charm, their scheme is sure to succeed.

Bestiary
K-Ming Chang
Three generations of Taiwanese American women are haunted 
by the myths of their homeland in this spellbinding, visceral 
debut about one family’s queer desires, violent impulses, and 
buried secrets.

Boys of Alabama
Genevieve Hudson
In this bewitching debut novel, a sensitive teen, newly arrived in 
Alabama, falls in love, questions his faith, and navigates a strange 
power. While his German parents don’t know what to make of a 
South pining for the past, shy Max thrives in the thick heat. Taken 
in by the football team, he learns how to catch a spiraling ball, 
how to point a gun, and how to hide his innermost secrets.
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Cleanness
Garth Greenwell
Sofia, Bulgaria, a landlocked city in southern Europe, stirs with 
hope and impending upheaval. Soviet buildings crumble, wind 
scatters sand from the far south, and political protesters flood 
the streets with song.

In this atmosphere of disquiet, an American teacher navigates a 
life transformed by the discovery and loss of love. As he prepares 
to leave the place he’s come to call home, he grapples with 
the intimate encounters that have marked his years abroad, 
each bearing uncanny reminders of his past. A queer student’s 
confession recalls his own first love, a stranger’s seduction 
devolves into paternal sadism, and a romance with another 
foreigner opens, and heals, old wounds. Each echo reveals 
startling insights about what it means to seek connection: with 
those we love, with the places we inhabit, and with our own 
fugitive selves.

The Death of Vivek Oji
Akwaeke Emezi
One afternoon, in a town in southeastern Nigeria, a mother 
opens her front door to discover her son’s body, wrapped in 
colorful fabric, at her feet. What follows is the tumultuous, 
heart-wrenching story of one family’s struggle to understand 
a child whose spirit is both gentle and mysterious. Raised by a 
distant father and an understanding but overprotective mother, 
Vivek suffers disorienting blackouts, moments of disconnection 
between self and surroundings. As adolescence gives way to 
adulthood, Vivek finds solace in friendships with the warm, 
boisterous daughters of the Nigerwives, foreign-born women 
married to Nigerian men. But Vivek’s closest bond is with Osita, 
the worldly, high-spirited cousin whose teasing confidence masks 
a guarded private life. As their relationship deepens—and Osita 
struggles to understand Vivek’s escalating crisis—the mystery 
gives way to a heart-stopping act of violence in a moment of 
exhilarating freedom.  
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Memorial
Bryan Washington
Benson and Mike are two young guys who live together in 
Houston. Mike is a Japanese American chef at a Mexican 
restaurant and Benson’s a Black day care teacher, and they’ve 
been together for a few years -- good years -- but now they’re 
not sure why they’re still a couple. There’s the sex, sure, and the 
meals Mike cooks for Benson, and, well, they love each other.

But when Mike finds out his estranged father is dying in Osaka 
just as his acerbic Japanese mother, Mitsuko, arrives in Texas for 
a visit, Mike picks up and flies across the world to say goodbye. In 
Japan he undergoes an extraordinary transformation, discovering 
the truth about his family and his past. Back home, Mitsuko and 
Benson are stuck living together as unconventional roommates, 
an absurd domestic situation that ends up meaning more to 
each of them than they ever could have predicted. Without Mike’s 
immediate pull, Benson begins to push outwards, realizing he 
might just know what he wants out of life and have the goods to 
get it.

Real Life
Brandon Taylor
Almost everything about Wallace is at odds with the Midwestern 
university town where he is working uneasily toward a biochem 
degree. An introverted young man from Alabama, black and 
queer, he has left behind his family without escaping the long 
shadows of his childhood.

For reasons of self-preservation, Wallace has enforced a wary 
distance even within his own circle of friends—some dating each 
other, some dating women, some feigning straightness. But over 
the course of a late-summer weekend, a series of confrontations 
with colleagues, and an unexpected encounter with an ostensibly 
straight, white classmate, conspire to fracture his defenses while 
exposing long-hidden currents of hostility and desire within their 
community



Adult Books Fiction

Treoirleabhar Léitheoireachta LADTA do Dhaoine Fásta
LGBTQ+ Reading Guide for Adults

18

Something to Talk About
Meryl Wilsner
A showrunner and her assistant give the world something to talk 
about when they accidentally fuel a ridiculous rumor in this debut 
romance.Hollywood powerhouse Jo is photographed making her 
assistant Emma laugh on the red carpet, and just like that, the 
tabloids declare them a couple. The so-called scandal couldn’t 
come at a worse time—threatening Emma’s promotion and Jo’s 
new movie.As the gossip spreads, it starts to affect all areas of 
their lives.

These Violent Delights
Micah Nemerever
When Paul and Julian meet as university freshmen in early 
1970s Pittsburgh, they are immediately drawn to one another. 
A talented artist, Paul is sensitive and agonizingly insecure, 
incomprehensible to his working-class family, and desolate with 
grief over his father’s recent death. 

Paul sees the wealthy, effortlessly charming Julian as his sole 
intellectual equal—an ally against the conventional world he finds 
so suffocating. He idolizes his friend for his magnetic confidence. 
But as charismatic as he can choose to be, Julian is also volatile 
and capriciously cruel. And admiration isn’t the same as trust.
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Under the Rainbow
Celia Laskey
When a group of social activists arrives in a small town, the lives 
and beliefs of residents and outsiders alike are upended, in this 
wry, embracing novel.

Big Burr, Kansas, is the kind of place where everyone seems to 
know everyone, and everyone shares the same values—or keeps 
their opinions to themselves. But when a national nonprofit 
labels Big Burr “the most homophobic town in the US” and sends 
in a task force of queer volunteers as an experiment—they’ll 
live and work in the community for two years in an attempt to 
broaden hearts and minds—no one is truly prepared for what 
will ensue.

Pilcrow
Adam Mars-Jones
Meet John Cromer, one of the most unusual heroes in 
modern fiction. If the minority is always right then John is 
practically infallible. Growing up disabled and gay in the 1950s, 
circumstances force John from an early age to develop an intense 
and vivid internal world. As his character develops, this ability 
to transcend external circumstance through his own strength 
of character proves invaluable. Extremely funny and incredibly 
poignant, this is a major novel from a writer at the height of his 
powers. 

The Prettiest Star
Carter Sickels
Small-town Appalachia doesn’t have a lot going for it, but it’s 
where Brian is from, where his family is, and where he’s chosen 
to return to die. At eighteen, Brian, like so many other promising 
young gay men, arrived in New York City without much more 
than a love for the freedom and release from his past that it 
promised. But within six short years, AIDS would claim his lover, 
his friends, and his future. With nothing left in New York but 
memories of death, Brian decides to write his mother a letter 
asking to come back to the place, and family, he was once so 
desperate to escape.



Adult Books 
Non-Fiction
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Why be Happy when You Could be Normal?
Jeanette Winterson
Why Be Happy When You Could Be Normal? is a memoir about a 
life’s work to find happiness. It is a book full of stories: about a girl 
locked out of her home, sitting on the doorstep all night; about a 
religious zealot disguised as a mother who has two sets of false 
teeth and a revolver in the dresser, waiting for Armageddon; 
about growing up in a north England industrial town now 
changed beyond recognition; about the universe as a cosmic 
dustbin.

Outlaw Marriages: The Hidden Histories of 
Fifteen Extraordinary Same-Sex Couples
Rodger Streitmatter
Among the high-profile couples whose lives and loves 
are illuminated within these pages are Nobel Peace Prize 
winners Jane Addams and Mary Rozet Smith, literary icon 
Gertrude Stein and Alice B. Toklas, authors James Baldwin and 
Lucien Happersberger, and artists Jasper Johns and Robert 
Rauschenberg.

In Outlaw Marriages, cultural historian Rodger Streitmatter reveals 
how some of these unions didn’t merely improve the quality of 
life for the two people involved but also enriched the American 
culture.

We Are Everywhere: Protest, Power, and 
Pride in the History of Queer Liberation
Matthew Riemer and Leighton Brown
Through the lenses of protest, power, and pride, We Are 
Everywhere is an essential and empowering introduction to the 
history of the fight for queer liberation. Combining exhaustively 
researched narrative with meticulously curated photographs, 
the book traces queer activism from its roots in late-nineteenth-
century Europe—long before the pivotal Stonewall Riots of 
1969—to the gender warriors leading the charge today.
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When we Rise: My Life in the Movement
Cleve Jones
By turns tender and uproarious, When We Rise is Jones’ account 
of his remarkable life. He chronicles the heartbreak of losing 
countless friends to AIDS, which very nearly killed him, too; his 
co-founding of the San Francisco AIDS Foundation during the 
terrifying early years of the epidemic; the bewitching story of 
1970s San Francisco and the magnetic spell it cast for thousands 
of young gay people and other misfits; and the harrowing, 
sexy, and sometimes hilarious stories of Cleve’s passionate 
relationships with friends and lovers during an era defined by 
both unprecedented freedom and violence alike.

Becoming Nicole: The Extraordinary 
Transformation of an Ordinary Family
Amy Ellis Nutt
When Wayne and Kelly Maines adopted identical twin boys, they 
thought their lives were complete. But it wasn’t long before they 
noticed a marked difference between Jonas and his brother, 
Wyatt. 

A transgender girl’s coming-of-age saga, a civil rights time capsule, 
a tear-jerking legal drama and, perhaps most of all, an education 
about what can happen when a child doesn’t turn out as his or 
her parents expected.

The Stonewall Riots:  
Coming out in the Street
Gayle E Pitman
This book is about the Stonewall Riots, a series of spontaneous, 
often violent demonstrations by members of the gay (LGBTQ+) 
community in reaction to a police raid that took place in the 
early morning hours of June 28, 1969, at the Stonewall Inn in the 
Greenwich Village neighborhood of Manhattan, New York City. 
The Riots are attributed as the spark that ignited the LGBTQ+ 
movement.
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Transgender History:  
The Roots of Today’s Revolution
Susan Stryker
Covering American transgender history from the mid-twentieth 
century to today, Transgender History takes a chronological 
approach to the subject of transgender history, with each chapter 
covering major movements, writings, and events. Chapters 
cover the transsexual and transvestite communities in the years 
following World War II; trans radicalism and social change, which 
spanned from 1966 with the publication of The Transsexual 
Phenomenon, and lasted through the early 1970s; the mid-’70s 
to 1990-the era of identity politics and the changes witnessed 
in trans circles through these years; and the gender issues 
witnessed through the ‘90s and ‘00s.

Boy Erased: A Memoir 
Garrard Conley
When Garrard was a nineteen-year-old college student, he was 
outed to his parents, and was forced to make a life-changing 
decision: either agree to attend a church-supported conversion 
therapy program that promised to “cure” him of homosexuality; 
or risk losing family, friends, and the God he had prayed to 
every day of his life. He was supposed to emerge heterosexual, 
ex-gay, cleansed of impure urges and stronger in his faith in 
God for his brush with sin. Instead, Garrard found the strength 
and understanding to break out in search of his true self and 
forgiveness.

How We Fight for Our Lives
Saeed Jones
Haunted and haunting, Jones’s memoir tells the story of a young, 
black, gay man from the South as he fights to carve out a place 
for himself, within his family, within his country, within his own 
hopes, desires, and fears.
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Odd Girls and Twilight Lovers: A History 
of Lesbian Life in 20th Century America
Lillian Faderman
In this groundbreaking book, Faderman reclaims the history of 
lesbian life in twentieth-century America, tracing the evolution 
of lesbian identity and subcultures from early networks to more 
recent diverse lifestyles. She draws from journals, unpublished 
manuscripts, songs, media accounts, novels, medical literature, 
pop culture artifacts, and oral histories by lesbians of all ages and 
backgrounds, uncovering a narrative of uncommon depth and 
originality.

The Deviant’s War
Eric Cervini
In 1957, Frank Kameny, a rising astronomer working for the U.S. 
Defense Department in Hawaii, received a summons to report 
immediately to Washington, D.C. The Pentagon had reason to 
believe he was a homosexual, and after a series of humiliating 
interviews, Kameny, like countless gay men and women before 
him, was promptly dismissed from his government job. Unlike 
many others, though, Kameny fought back. Based on firsthand 
accounts, recently declassified FBI records, and forty thousand 
personal documents, The Deviant’s War unfolds over the course 
of the 1960s, as the Mattachine Society of Washington, the 
group Kameny founded, became the first organization to protest 
the systematic persecution of gay federal employees. It traces 
the forgotten ties that bound gay rights to the Black Freedom 
Movement, the New Left, lesbian activism, and trans resistance. 
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Queer: A Graphic History
Meg-John Barker
Activist-academic Meg-John Barker and cartoonist Jules Scheele 
illuminate the histories of queer thought and LGBTQ+ action in 
this groundbreaking non-fiction graphic novel.

From identity politics and gender roles to privilege and exclusion, 
Queer explores how we came to view sex, gender and sexuality 
in the ways that we do; how these ideas get tangled up with 
our culture and our understanding of biology, psychology 
and sexology; and how these views have been disputed and 
challenged.

Queer Intentions: A (Personal) Journey  
Through LQBTQ+ Culture
Amelia Abraham
Today, the options and freedoms on offer to LGBTQ+ people 
living in the West are greater than ever before. But is same-sex 
marriage, improved media visibility and corporate endorsement 
all it’s cracked up to be? At what cost does this acceptance come? 
And who is getting left behind, particularly in parts of the world 
where LGBTQ+ rights aren’t so advanced?

Combining intrepid journalism with her own personal experience, 
Amelia Abraham searches for the answers to these urgent 
challenges, as well as the broader question of what it means to 
be queer in 2019. With curiosity, good humour and disarming 
openness, Amelia takes the reader on a thought-provoking and 
entertaining journey.
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It Gets Better: Coming Out, Overcoming 
Bullying, and Creating a Life Worth Living
Dan Savage
Growing up isn’t easy. Many young people face daily tormenting 
and bullying, and this is especially true for LGBTQ kids and teens. 
In response to a number of tragic suicides by LGBTQ students, 
syndicated columnist and author Dan Savage uploaded a video 
to YouTube with his partner, Terry Miller. Speaking openly about 
the bullying they suffered, and how they both went on to lead 
rewarding adult lives, their video launched the It Gets Better 
Project YouTube channel and initiated a worldwide phenomenon.

It Gets Better is a collection of original essays and expanded 
testimonials written to teens from celebrities, political leaders, 
and everyday people, because while many LGBTQ teens can’t see 
a positive future for themselves, we can. 

Sissy: A Coming-of-Gender Story
Jacob Tobia
Naturally sensitive, playful, creative, and glitter-obsessed, as a 
child Jacob was given the label “sissy.” In the two decades that 
followed, “sissy” joined forces with “gay,” “trans,” “nonbinary,” and 
“too-queer-to-function” to become a source of pride and, today, 
a rallying cry for a much-needed gender revolution. Through 
revisiting their childhood and calling out the stereotypes that 
each of us have faced, Jacob invites us to rethink what we know 
about gender and offers a bold blueprint for a healed world--one 
free from gender-based trauma and bursting with trans-inclusive 
feminism.
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And the Band Played On:  
Politics, People, and the AIDS Epidemic
Randy Shilts
And the Band Played On is the definitive history of the spread 
of AIDS throughout the USA in the 1980 s. Randy Shilts was 
employed by the San Francisco Chronicle to cover gay issues in 
1981, the year AIDS came to international attention, and from 
1982 Shilts devoted himself to covering the story of the disease 
and its medical, social and political implications. Shilts asks: 
how was this epidemic allowed to spread so far before it was 
taken seriously? Extensively researched, weaving together the 
personal stories of those in the gay community and the medical 
and political establishments with political and social reporting, he 
exposes how AIDS was ignored, or denied, as a threat by many 
national institutions. And the Band Played On shows that the 
greatest health crisis of the twentieth-century spread wildly as the 
Federal government put its budget ahead of public health while 
scientists were often more concerned with maintaining their 
prestige than saving lives.

The Secret Diaries of Miss Anne Lister
Helena Whitbread
LGBTQ people are largely absent from the history books. 
So personal testimony such as that of 19th Century English 
landowner Anne Lister is a vital way to see that we have always 
existed.

Lister, known as “Gentleman Jack” by Halifax locals, kept diaries – 
written in code – which describe in detail her life as a woman who 
‘could love, and only love the “fairer sex”’.

 Celebrated as “the first modern lesbian”, on account of how she 
conducted her life in an era so radically different from now, Lister 
was an example of courage in action.
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We Have Always Been Here:  
A Queer Muslim Memoir
Samra Habib
Samra Habib has spent most of her life searching for the safety 
to be herself. As an Ahmadi Muslim growing up in Pakistan, she 
faced regular threats from Islamic extremists who believed the 
small, dynamic sect to be blasphemous. From her parents, she 
internalized the lesson that revealing her identity could put her in 
grave danger.

When her family came to Canada as refugees, Samra 
encountered a whole new host of challenges: bullies, racism, 
the threat of poverty, and an arranged marriage. Backed into a 
corner, her need for a safe space--in which to grow and nurture 
her creative, feminist spirit--became dire. The men in her life 
wanted to police her, the women in her life had only shown her 
the example of pious obedience, and her body was a problem to 
be solved.

So begins an exploration of faith, art, love, and queer sexuality, a 
journey that takes her to the far reaches of the globe to uncover 
a truth that was within her all along. A triumphant memoir of 
forgiveness and family, both chosen and not, We Have Always 
Been Here is a rallying cry for anyone who has ever felt out of 
place and a testament to the power of fearlessly inhabiting one’s 
truest self.

Fairest: A Memoir
Meredith Talusan
Fairest is a memoir about a precocious boy with albinism, a “sun 
child” from a rural Philippine village, who would grow up to 
become a woman in America. Coping with the strain of parental 
neglect and the elusive promise of U.S. citizenship, Talusan found 
childhood comfort from her devoted grandmother, a grounding 
force as she was treated by others with special preference or 
public curiosity. As an immigrant to the United States, Talusan 
came to be perceived as white. An academic scholarship to 
Harvard provided access to elite circles of privilege but required 
Talusan to navigate through the complex spheres of race, class, 
sexuality, and her place within the gay community.
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Gay Bar: Why We Went Out
Jeremy Atherton Lin
From leather parties in the Castro to Gay Liberation Front touch-
ins; from disco at Studio One to dark rooms in Vauxhall railway 
arches, the gay bar has long been a place of joy, solidarity and 
sexual expression. But around the world, gay bars are closing. 
In the wake of this cultural demolition, Jeremy Atherton Lin 
rediscovers the party boys and renegades who lived and loved in 
these spaces.

To Believe in Women: What Lesbians  
Have Done for America - A History
Lillian Faderman
This landmark work of lesbian history focuses on how certain 
late-nineteenth-century and twentieth-century women whose 
lives can be described as lesbian were in the forefront of the 
battle to secure the rights and privileges that large numbers 
of Americans enjoy today. Lillian Faderman persuasively 
argues that their lesbianism may in fact have facilitated their 
accomplishments. A book of impeccable research and compelling 
readability, To Believe in Women will be a source of enlightenment 
for all, and for many a singular source of pride.

Beyond Magenta: Transgender Teens 
Speak Out
Susan Kuklin
A groundbreaking work of LGBT literature takes an honest look at 
the life, love, and struggles of transgender teens.

Author and photographer Susan Kuklin met and interviewed 
six transgender or gender-neutral young adults and used 
her considerable skills to represent them thoughtfully 
and respectfully before, during, and after their personal 
acknowledgment of gender preference. Portraits, family 
photographs, and candid images grace the pages, augmenting 
the emotional and physical journey each youth has taken.
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The Pink Line: Journeys Across the  
World’s Queer Frontiers
Mark Gevisser
Mark Gevisser’s The Pink Line: Journeys Across the World’s Queer 
Frontiers is an exploration of how the conversation around 
sexual orientation and gender identity has come to divide―
and describe―the world in an entirely new way over the first 
two decades of the twenty-first century. No social movement 
has brought change so quickly and with such dramatically 
mixed results. While same-sex marriage and gender transition 
are celebrated in some parts of the world, laws are being 
strengthened to criminalize homosexuality and gender 
nonconformity in others. As new globalized queer identities 
are adopted by people across the world―thanks to the digital 
revolution―fresh culture wars have emerged.

Sorted: Growing Up, Coming Out and  
Finding My Place: (A Transgender 
Memoir)
Jackson Bird
When Jackson Bird was twenty-five, he came out as transgender 
to his friends, family, and anyone in the world with an internet 
connection.

Assigned female at birth and raised as a girl, he often wondered 
if he should have been born a boy. Jackson didn’t share this 
thought with anyone because he didn’t think he could share 
it with anyone. Growing up in Texas in the 1990s, he had no 
transgender role models. He barely remembers meeting anyone 
who was openly gay, let alone being taught that transgender 
people existed outside of punchlines. Jackson chronicles the 
ups and downs of growing up gender-confused. Illuminated by 
journal entries spanning childhood to adolescence to today, he 
candidly recalls the challenges and loneliness he endured as he 
came to terms with both his gender and his bisexual identity.
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Queer Love in Color
Jamal Jordan
Queer Love in Color features photographs and stories of couples 
and families across the United States and around the world. 
This singular, moving collection offers an intimate look at what 
it means to live at the intersections of queer and POC identities 
today, and honors an inclusive vision of love, affection, and family 
across the spectrum of gender, race, and age.

Equal Before The Law
Marc Hansen / Tom Witowsky
The court’s decision in Varnum v. Brien made Iowa only the 
third state in the nation to permit same-sex couples to wed―
moderate, midwestern Iowa, years before such left-leaning 
coastal states as California and New York. And unlike the earlier 
decisions in Massachusetts and Connecticut, Varnum v. Brien was 
unanimous and unequivocal. It catalyzed the unprecedented and 
rapid shift in law and public opinion that continues today.

At the center of the story are the six couples who sacrificed their 
privacy to demand public respect for their families. Through 
these voices, Witosky and Hansen show that no one should have 
been surprised by the 2009 decision. Iowans have a long history 
of leadership on civil rights.

Surpassing the Love of Men
Lillian Faderman
Draws a variety of sources from the writings of Henry James 
to the Ladies Home Journal to explore 500 years of friendship 
and love between women and to cast light on shifting female 
sexuality theories.
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Boots of Leather: Slippers of Gold
Elizabeth Lapovsky Kennedy
Boots of Leather, Slippers of Gold traces the evolution of the lesbian 
community in Buffalo, New York from the mid-1930s up to the 
early 1960s. Drawing upon the oral histories of 45 women, it 
is the first comprehensive history of a working-class lesbian 
community. These poignant and complex stories show how 
black and white working-class lesbians, although living under 
oppressive circumstances, nevertheless became powerful agents 
of historical change.

Dirty River: A Queer Femme  
of Color Dreaming Her Way Home
Leah Lakshmi Piepzna-Samarasinha
In 1996, poet Leah Lakshmi Piepzna-Samarasinha ran away from 
America with two backpacks and ended up in Canada, where she 
discovered queer anarchopunk love and revolution. Through it 
all, she works her way through the personal and the political of 
intersectionality as she comes to identify as a mixed-race person 
and queer femme of colour, as a disabled person grappling with 
chronic illness (she has suffered from fibromyalgia since 1998) 
and as an abuse survivor. This passionate and riveting memoir is 
a mixtape of dreams and nightmares.

Zami: A New Spelling of My Name
Audre Lorde
ZAMI is a fast-moving chronicle. From the author’s vivid childhood 
memories in Harlem to her coming of age in the late 1950s, the 
nature of Audre Lorde’s work is cyclical. It especially relates the 
linkage of women who have shaped her.
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Girls Can Kiss Now: Essays
Jill Gutowitz
In these honest examinations of identity, desire, and self-worth, 
Jill explores perhaps the most monumental cultural shift of 
our lifetimes: the mainstreaming of lesbian culture. Dusting off 
her own personal traumas and artifacts of her not-so-distant 
youth she examines how pop culture acts as a fun house mirror 
reflecting and refracting our values—always teaching, distracting, 
disappointing, and revealing us.

Girls Can Kiss Now is a fresh and intoxicating blend of personal 
stories, sharp observations, and laugh-out-loud humor. This 
timely collection of essays helps us make sense of our collective 
pop-culture past even as it points the way toward a joyous, 
uproarious, near—and very queer—future.

Naked in the Promised Land: A Memoir
Lillian Faderman
The daughter of an unmarried immigrant Jewish garment 
worker whose family had perished in the Holocaust, Lillian 
Faderman dreamed of being an actress. Instead she worked 
her way through college by posing for nude photographs, and 
by stripping. She slowly discovered that her deepest erotic and 
emotional connections were to women. After nearly losing 
herself in a dangerous underworld of addicts, pimps, and 
prostitutes, she became a brilliant student, eventually earning 
a Ph.D. And she became a loving partner, a devoted mother, 
an influential writer, and a groundbreaking scholar of gay and 
lesbian studies.

Sister Outsider 
Audre Lorde
In this charged collection of fifteen essays and speeches, Lorde 
takes on sexism, racism, ageism, homophobia, and class, and 
propounds social difference as a vehicle for action and change. 
Her prose is incisive, unflinching, and lyrical, reflecting struggle 
but ultimately offering messages of hope.
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Inseparable: Desire Between  
Women in Literature
Emma Donoghue
From a writer of astonishing versatility and erudition comes 
this brave and remarkable book exploring the little-known 
literary tradition of love between women in Western literature, 
from Chaucer and Shakespeare to Charlotte Brontë, Dickens, 
Agatha Christie and many more. Donoghue writes about the 
half-dozen contrasting girl-girl plots that have been told and 
retold over the centuries, metamorphosing from generation to 
generation. Inseparable reveals a centuries-old literary tradition 
that is brilliant, amusing and, until now, has been deliberately 
overlooked.

When Brooklyn Was Queer: A History
Hugh Ryan
Hugh Ryan’s When Brooklyn Was Queer is a groundbreaking 
exploration of the LGBT history of Brooklyn, from the early days 
of Walt Whitman in the 1850s up through the queer women 
who worked at the Brooklyn Navy Yard during World War II, and 
beyond. No other book, movie, or exhibition has ever told this 
sweeping story. Not only has Brooklyn always lived in the shadow 
of queer Manhattan neighborhoods like Greenwich Village and 
Harlem, but there has also been a systematic erasure of its queer 
history.
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That’s Revolting: Queer Strategies for 
Resisting Assimilation
Mattilda Bernstein Sycamore
As the gay mainstream prioritizes the attainment of straight 
privilege over all else, it drains queer identity of any meaning, 
relevance, or cultural value, writes Matt Bernstein Sycamore. 
This timely collection shows what the new queer resistance 
looks like. Intended as a fistful of rocks to throw at the glass 
house of Gaylandia, the book challenges the commercialized, 
commodified, and hyperobjectified view of gay/queer identity 
projected by the mainstream (straight and gay) media by 
exploring queer struggles to transform gender, revolutionize 
sexuality, and build community/family outside of traditional 
models.

Are You My Mother?: A Comic Drama
Alison Bechdel
Alison Bechdel’s Fun Home was a literary phenomenon. While Fun 
Home explored Bechdel’s relationship with her father, a closeted 
homosexual, this memoir is about her mother - a voracious 
reader, a music lover, a passionate amateur actor. Also a woman, 
unhappily married to a gay man, whose artistic aspirations 
simmered under the surface of Bechdel’s childhood... and who 
stopped touching or kissing her daughter goodnight, forever, 
when she was seven. Poignantly, hilariously, Bechdel embarks on 
a quest for answers concerning the mother-daughter gulf.
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Real Queer America:  
LGBT Stories from Red States
Samantha Leigh Allen
In Real Queer America, Allen takes us on a cross-country road-
trip stretching all the way from Provo, Utah to the Rio Grande 
Valley to the Bible Belt to the Deep South. Her motto for the 
trip: “Something gay every day.” Making pit stops at drag shows, 
political rallies, and hubs of queer life across the heartland, she 
introduces us to scores of extraordinary LGBT people working for 
change, from the first openly transgender mayor in Texas history 
to the manager of the only queer night club in Bloomington, 
Indiana, and many more.

Capturing profound cultural shifts underway in unexpected 
places and revealing a national network of chosen family 
fighting for a better world, Real Queer America is a treasure trove 
of uplifting stories and a much-needed source of hope and 
inspiration in these divided times.

A Woman Like That
Joan Larkin
The act of “coming out” has the power to transform every aspect 
of a woman’s life: family, friendships, career, sexuality, spirituality. 
An essential element of self-realisation, it is the unabashed 
acceptance of one’s “outlaw” standing in a predominantly 
heterosexual world.

These accounts -- sometimes heart-wrenching, often exhilarating 
-- encompass a wide breadth of backgrounds and experiences. 
From a teenager institutionalized for her passion for women to 
the mother who must come out to her young sons at the risk 
of losing them -- from the cautious academic to the raucous 
liberated femme -- each woman represented here tells of forging 
a unique path toward the difficult but emancipating recognition 
of herself.
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Charity and Sylvia:  
A Same-Sex Marriage in Early America
Rechel Hope Cleves
Charity and Sylvia is the intimate history of two ordinary women 
who lived in an extraordinary same-sex marriage during the early 
nineteenth century. Based on diaries, letters, and poetry, among 
other original documents, the research traces the women’s lives 
in sharp detail. Charity Bryant was born in 1777 to a consumptive 
mother who died a month later. Raised in Massachusetts, 
Charity developed into a brilliant and strong-willed woman with 
a passion for her own sex. After being banished from her family 
home by her father at age twenty, she traveled throughout 
Massachusetts, working as a teacher, making intimate female 
friends, and becoming the subject of gossip wherever she lived. 
At age twenty-nine, still defiantly single, Charity visited friends 
in Weybridge, Vermont. There she met Sylvia Drake, a pious 
and studious young woman whose family had moved to the 
frontier village after losing their Massachusetts farm during the 
Revolution. The two soon became so inseparable that Charity 
decided to rent rooms in Weybridge. Sylvia came to join her on 
July 3, 1807, commencing a forty-four year union that lasted until 
Charity’s death.

The Gay Revolution:  
The Story of the Struggle
Lillian Faderman
The fight for gay, lesbian and trans civil rights is the most 
important civil rights issue of the present day. Based on rigorous 
research and more than 150 interviews, The Gay Revolution tells 
this unfinished story not through dry facts but through dramatic 
accounts of passionate struggles, with all the sweep, depth and 
intricacies only an award-winning activist, scholar and novelist like 
Lillian Faderman can evoke. A defining account, this is the most 
complete and authoritative book of its kind.
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Love Wins: The Lovers and Lawyers Who 
Fought the Landmark Case for Marriage 
Equality
Jim Obergefell
In June 2015, the Supreme Court made same-sex marriage the 
law in all fifty states in a decision as groundbreaking as Roe v 
Wade and Brown v Board of Education. Through insider accounts 
and access to key players, this definitive account reveals the 
dramatic and previously unreported events behind Obergefell v 
Hodges and the lives at its centre. This is a story of law and love-
-and a promise made to a dying man who wanted to know how 
he would be remembered.

Twenty years ago, Jim Obergefell and John Arthur fell in love in 
Cincinnati, Ohio, a place where gays were routinely picked up by 
police and fired from their jobs. In 2013, the Supreme Court ruled 
that the federal government had to provide married gay couples 
all the benefits offered to straight couples. Jim and John--who was 
dying from ALS--flew to Maryland, where same-sex marriage was 
legal. But back home, Ohio refused to recognize their union, or 
even list Jim’s name on John’s death certificate. Then they met Al 
Gerhardstein, a courageous attorney who had spent nearly three 
decades advocating for civil rights and who now saw an opening 
for the cause that few others had before him.

This forceful and deeply affecting narrative chronicles how 
this grieving man and his lawyer, against overwhelming odds, 
introduced the most important gay rights case in U.S. history. It is 
an urgent and unforgettable account that will inspire readers for 
many years to come.
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The Man Who Ate Too Much:  
The Life of James Beard
John Birdsall
In the first portrait of James Beard in twenty-five years, John 
Birdsall accomplishes what no prior telling of Beard’s life and 
work has done: He looks beyond the public image of the “Dean of 
American Cookery” to give voice to the gourmet’s complex, queer 
life.

I Promised Not to Tell:  
Raising a Transgender Child
Cheryl B. Evans
This is a uniquely written and thought provoking true story which 
transitions beautifully between the family’s personal journey 
and some of the larger societal issues that face the transgender 
community today.

Gender Queer: A Memoir
Maia Kobabe
In 2014, Maia Kobabe, who uses e/em/eir pronouns, thought that 
a comic of reading statistics would be the last autobiographical 
comic e would ever write. At the time, it was the only thing e felt 
comfortable with strangers knowing about em. Now, Gender 
Queer is here. Maia’s intensely cathartic autobiography charts 
eir journey of self-identity, which includes the mortification and 
confusion of adolescent crushes, grappling with how to come 
out to family and society, bonding with friends over erotic gay 
fanfiction, and facing the trauma and fundamental violation 
of pap smears. Started as a way to explain to eir family what 
it means to be nonbinary and asexual, Gender Queer is more 
than a personal story: it is a useful and touching guide on 
gender identity―what it means and how to think about it―for 
advocates, friends, and humans everywhere.  
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Cá bhfuil mo leabharlann is cóngaraí?
Where is my nearest library?

Balbriggan 01 870 4401 balbrigganlibrary@fingal.ie

Baldoyle 01 890 6793 baldoylelibrary@fingal.ie

Blanchardstown 01 890 5560 blanchlibrary@fingal.ie

Donabate 01 890 5609 donabate.library@fingal.ie

Garristown 01 835 5020 garristownlibrary@fingal.ie

Howth 01 890 5026 Howth.library@fingal.ie

Malahide 01 870 4430 malahidelibrary@fingal.ie

Rush 01 870 8414 rushlibrary@fingal.ie

Skerries 01 890 5671 skerrieslibrary.library@fingal.ie

Swords 01 890 5582 swordslibrary@fingal.ie

Mobile Library 
Service 01 890 6719 mobile.libraries@fingal.ie

Housebound 
Library Service 01 860 4290 housebound.library@fingal.ie

Local Studies 
and Archives 01 890 4486 Local.Studies@fingal.ie

Tá Leabharlanna Fhine Gall ar na Meáin Shóisialta
Fingal Libraries are on Social Media


