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Francis Joseph Lawless was born on 10 October 1870 to
Joseph and Mary Anne Lawless at Saucerstown, Swords. The
path that Francis’ (known throughout his life as Frank) life
would follow, both professionally and politically, was one that
was laid out by the generations that preceded him. Farming was
the family profession: Frank’s grandfather, Richard, was a farmer,
and his father Joseph was listed on his marriage record as a grazier.
Frank’s mother Mary Anne came from an agricultural background
and her father, Edward Ennis, was also a farmer. Both the Lawless and
Ennis families appear in the 1847 Griffith Valuation, and the record shows that the
Lawless farm was a sizable enterprise, valued at over £350.

T

However, Frank did not just inherit his farming livelihood from his grandfather and
father, he also inherited their involvement in nationalist politics. Like the majority
of those who worked the land in 19th century Ireland, the Lawless family did not
own their own farm and it is no surprise therefore that they were involved in the
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various nationalist movements of the time. Richard Lawless is recorded as having
been involved in the anti-tithe movement in the 1830s, which was a campaign
against the rates paid by Catholics to maintain the Church of Ireland. As part of
this, Richard was a frequent contributor for Rolestown and Oldtown Catholic and
nationalist funds throughout the 1840s. He was also a prominent Repealer and
appeared at a large rally held in Swords in July 1843. Richard’s son, Joseph, was a
member of Balrothery Board of Guardians and also appeared regularly in the list
of those who donated to nationalist collections such as the Isaac Butt Testimonial.
In addition, Joseph was a member of the Dublin County Grand Jury and was also
involved in the County Dublin Tenants Defence Association. Therefore, Frank’s
political education would have been steeped in nationalist politics at both the
county and country level.

Frank Lawless was also involved
in Irish cultural associations

at an early stage. His first
recorded involvement in the
GAA is from November 1391,
when Fingallians were recorded
as having beaten Eoin Roe
O’Neills by 1-5 to 0-2 and Frank
was listed as club president. In
January 1892, he was elected as
the Fingal representative on the
Dublin GAA central committee.
He was present at the founding
meeting of the Swords branch
of the United Irish League (UIL) in May 1900 and was elected secretary of the
branch the following month. The UIL was a nationalist party launched in the
aftermath of the Parnellite split in the Irish Parliamentary Party, and one of its
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aims was land reform — so it is unsurprising that Frank Lawless was a
key figure. In March 1901, he was recorded as seconding a motion
in favour of the Irish Parliamentary Party. At the same time, his
involvement in the cultural nationalist scene was also growing:
in January 19o2 he was listed as provisional treasurer of Swords
Gaelic League branch, as well as being re-elected president
of Fingallians GAA in December. Signing himself Pronsias
O’Laoidhleis he was responsible for collecting the Swords
contributions to the National Language Fund and was a
noted singer at feiseanna and Aeridheacht across the county.
In 1905, he became involved in the North County Dublin
Farmers Association, and was elected to the committee of
that body in January 1906.

However, from 1905 onwards, Lawless’ politics appear to
have evolved away from the constitutional nationalism of the
Irish Parliamentary Party and in a more radical direction. There
is some evidence of him getting impatient with the local political
establishment: in May 19og he was part of a heated argument ata
Local Government Board meeting about nominations for local elections.
His frustration with the status quo may have been compounded by a petty
incident in November 1905 in which his mother Mary Anne was fined under the
terms of the 1857 Summary Jurisdiction Act, which directed owners of carts to
write their name legibly on the vehicle — the Lawless cart had their details written
in Irish. This was one of a series of fines issued in 19o5 across the country by the
police, all of which were issued to cart owners who had used the Irish language
for their signage, details of which appeared in An Claidheamh Soluis throughout the
year. Mary Anne refused to pay the fine and the Lawless home was subsequently
raided by the police, who
seized a couch as payment,
before reportedly requesting
use of the offending cart
to transport the furniture
back to the barracks. In £ P sy
October 1907 Frank Lawless  |[==|"C= | “g““““gg' e v e e =
presided over a meeting : O - '
in Swords to set up a branch of the National Council, an organisation set up to
expand republican membership of local councils. His speech, recorded in the
Irish Peasant on 26 October, showed the extent to which he had emerged from his
father’s shadow and was becoming more radical: ‘I was a member of the Land
League, and later of the United Irish League’ he said, ‘but since Parnell’s death
every year that passes strengthens my belief that no good can come to this country
through Parliamentarism.’ It was via the Irish cultural scene that his path crossed
with Kerryman Thomas Ashe, who had moved to Lusk to take up a teaching post
in March 1908. Like Lawless, Ashe was deeply interested in Irish language and
, y sports, and was
an energetic
organiser. Both
became central
figures in Fingal
GAA and would
often set up
and referee
matches.
Crucially, both
were members
of the Irish
Republican
Brotherhood:
it is unknown
when Lawless
joined, but is described by his son Joseph as a ‘leading light’ in the organisation,
a fact that was also noted by the authorities in his police file. Ashe probably was
a member in Kerry before he moved to Fingal and subsequently became a key
figure in Lusk IRB circle. The presence of two such committed and enthusiastic
individuals, dedicated to the cause of Irish independence, would be pivotal to
Fingal’s role in the revolution.
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1. Frank Lawless c1921
Image Courtesy of the Lawless Family

2. Registration of Birth of Frank Lawless 10 October 1870
www.irishgenealogy.ie

3. Main Street, Swords c1909
Fingal Local Studies & Archives

4. Fingallians Football Team 1909
Frank Lawless — back row, last right
Fingal Local Studies & Archives

5. Registration of the Marriage of Frank Lawless and Catherine Howard 14 November 1896
www.irishgenealogy.ie

6. Frank Lawless and his family c1915
Back line left to right: Barney, Kathleen, Colm, Evelyn, Joe, Ita
Front line: Nuala, Frank snr., Feilim, Catherine, Kieran, in front Aidan
Image Courtesy of the Lawless Family
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Immediately, profound divisions appeared in the Fingal Volunteers.
The Northern Whig reported that Balbriggan and Swords declared
for Redmond; Lusk Volunteer company sent a statement of
support to Redmond and paraded 500 men on 4 October. On
11 October Garristown followed Redmond; on 17 October
Naul company declared for him, while Skerries split, with
two-thirds of the company endorsing Redmond. On 17
October, a notice written by the ‘Swords Corps’ appeared
in the Irish Volunteer; signed by Richard Coleman and FJ
Lawless, it declared its support for the original Volunteer
constitution and repudiated any declarations to the contrary.
By December, the split had become so pronounced in Fingal
that there were rival companies in some areas. A letter in the
Drogheda Independent lamented the fact that ‘Our streets no
longer resound with the tramp of marching men...Skerries is
reputed to have two corps, but in reality they are only in name.
Swords has also two

From 1908 onwards, Frank Lawless’ involvement in
republican politics began to accelerate. In February he
attended the North Leitrim by-election, which was lost by Sinn
Fein’s Charles Dolan. In March, he attended a national Sinn
Fein meeting at the Mansion House along with Arthur Griftith,
Sean T O’Kelly, Jenny Wyse Power, Catherine Lawless, Bulmer
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: independent corps.
Hobson and W.T. Cosgrave; the following month he was elected to LALIE oﬁ e gﬁt spot K N N B ) e
the National Executive. In September 1909 he was elected to the Sinn HEN O ,County T O NEDA L;J_fé;fiii;ﬁ;f IN) =9
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Fein resident council, while also president of Fingal Football and Hurling now fast becoming notorious for its PN Thelamonl @xammng W&

league, a member of the Gaelic League and holding a seat on Balrothery Board of
Guardians. When his mother died in February 1911, his status in Sinn Fein was
such that the executive voted a resolution of sympathy.
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domestic squabbles, which certainly
do not emanate from an excessive love
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Frank Lawless was heavily involved QI 4L Byl &
in the re-founding of the Volunteer R e i |

movement from the very start. On 6 ot 22, Py
December 1914 the General Council (el N
of the Irish Volunteers met at 41 G0N N\
Kildare Street to appoint new central NS NNV SSSINS L{i‘m

administrative officers; Lawless
attended as the representative for
Dublin County. At the same time,
he was extremely vocal in his opposition to the war. At a Guardians meeting in
February 1915, he refused to support a motion praising the action of Edwin Landy,
a Skerries man who had joined the Royal Navy; in May he threated to withdraw if

This Interesting obd taken 25 yen the oocaslon of the Arst Aonach, on the 11th December, 1908, . i : .

(Froat Kow, L., to .)—Sean Mac Diarmands, :'ﬂ:n Clare, Bulmer Hobson, T, O Caolmb, Kevin J. Keany, and the local council followed through with a motion to become the local recruitment

i Middle Row, L. to B.)—Miss Moloney, Mles n:.r,}.;,Tm.. :m.. Wyse-Power, Frank Lawless, Con Colllnis, committee.

{Back Row, L. to R.)—Alndris O Breln {sﬂm:"r: of Sian Feln), Seamus Deakin, Hugh Holoban, Tom Kelly, : . c L

director, Slnn Fein Ba nk (new T..), Joo Ryan, Aribur Griflith, and Liam Hickey. e On 10 June 1915 Patrick Pearse, in his
capacity as Director of Organisation,
In November 1913, the Irish Volunteers was founded in response to the a officially designated the Fingal Volunteers
establishment of the Ulster Volunteers the previous year. A company was VDiARMUID as the Fifth Battalion of the Dublin
established in Swords during April 1914, followed by Lusk and Skerries in May, 6 Brigade, while Lawless was appointed
Donebate in June, as well as St. Margarets, Naul and Howth in July. In August DoOnnabiin Battalion Quartermaster shortly afterwards.
1914 a company was formed in Malahide and a branch of Cumann na mBan was ROSA The antagonism between the pro- and
established in Lusk. Lawless attended the meeting in Donabate and was recorded anti-Redmond Volunteer factions was
as saying that the Irish people ‘should claim the right as citizens to carry arms. suspended briefly after the death of the
Very soon perhaps they might be called upon to use them; and, on the other hand, noted Fenian Jeremiah O’Donovan Rossa,
the occasion might never arise.” The Irish Independent reported that “The most whose funeral at Glasnevin in August
important thing, said Mr Frank Lawless, was to be ready and to be qualified to take 1831 - 1915 1915 was turned into a spectacular act of
the field if called upon.’ On 5 July 1914 Lawless was on the platform when Douglas republican publicity; Thomas Ashe and
Hyde addressed the Fingal Feis at Balbriggan, while on the same day a meeting to ' Frank Lawless left a training camp in the
set up a Volunteer company in the town was attended by members from Skerries Wicklow mountains to attend. Volunteers
and Swords. e SOUVERIR OF PUBLIC FUNERAL 10 OLASHHENIN - from bo.th sides of the dlYlde paraded at the
TR wiiiaii DUBLIN, AUGUST tst, 1915 M™% funeral in a show of public unity, but there
However, the movement as a whole Mr Frank Lawless, Sion Fein, Swords, said be did 5%, 6.
nos propose to speak in support of any of the resola was no actual reconciliation between the
was plagued by a shortage of weapons.  tjons before the meeting except the first one, which two factions. On 1= A t. the Volunteer
- S wag the one thats nﬁed chiefly to him. The e " el SR RS UL

Swords company, for example, initially y SRSy ol y : -
L AL i 5 :i.’hunld claim Ltll:: right as citizens to carry arms intercepted a shipment of arms at North

Ex it LR S TGRS & SR SO0R, JrWpe Ty ENGL N e uge (0 Wall that were destined for Redmond’s National Volunteers; four crates of rifles
between members for drill. However, on 8¢ them; aod, on the other baud, the occasion : ,

i ; might never ariso. The important thing was to be were subsequently hidden at the Lawless farm in Saucerstown.
26 July 1914 - two days before Archduke mdr-{ “:h w.‘;& qualified to take the field if called
upon (applause). .

Franz Ferdinand was assassinated in While all this was happening, the war in Europe continued to impact on Fingal. On

Sarajevo, sparking the First World War - the yacht Asgard landed 1500 Mauser rifles 4 May 1915, it was reported that James Gosson of Skerries had been killed in France
at Howth: 50 of these went to the Skerries Volunteer company, two were sent to while serving with the 2™ Battalion of the Royal Dublin Fusiliers; before he joined
Howth and a further two to Swords. Local Volunteers also bought weapons when the British army, he had been drill instructor for the Skerries Volunteer company.

they became available. The Weston brothers, for example, bought a rifle each from
Lawless for 50 shillings each, while they also purchased pistols and ammunition

from Thomas Ashe.
1. Frank Lawless c1916
At the first public drill of the Swords Volunteer company on 12 April 1914, a Image Courtesy of the National Library of Ireland

total of 12 recruits turned out. By contrast, the first parade in Lusk brought out 2. Frank Lawless with Arthur Griffith 1908
8o Volunteers. However, the fledgling movement almost immediately fell apart. BRI Ry ccomber 19283

5 j g - : Courtesy of the Irish Newspaper Archives
Having seized control of the Volunteers in June 1914, Irish Parliamentary Party 3 Frank Lawloss 0droceos SinmT e E .

leader John Redmond delivered a speech at Woodenbridge in Wicklow on 20 Drogheda Independent 27th June 1914
September 1914, in which he both declared support for the war and urged the Courtesy of the Irish Newspaper Archives
Volunteers to join the British forces. Consequently, the entire Volunteer movement 4. School Report from St. Enda’s School, Rathfarnham for Feilim Lawless 1920

split: the vast majority, around 158,000, sided with Redmond and this group 10390, COTTIRSY QL WieHiaigee =ity
5. Souvenir of O’Donovan Rossa’s funeral 1 August 1915

rebrgnded itself the Irish National V.olunt.eers. The. small minority thgt rema{ned BN | wless SHERdod with ThomaseiEha
— estimated to be around 10,000 nationwide — retained the original title of Irish Fingal Local Studiies & Archives
Volunteers and were fiercely opposed to any Irish participation in the European

war.
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The wider Lawless family played a central role in the revolution in Fingal. Frank’s
brother Edward was a prominent Volunteer, and had travelled to South Africa to
join the struggle against the British during the Boer War of 1899 - 1901, although
he arrived too late to fight. Another brother, James, commanded the St Margaret
Volunteer company and was president of the Dublin branch of the National
Committee. Frank’s son Joseph was a member of the First Battalion and co-owned
a bicycle shop in Parnell Street, where arms were manufactured in the basement,
while Frank’s daughter, Eibhlin, was one of Michael Collins’ stenographers.

The story of the Fingal Battalion during Easter Week 1916 was one of the few
success stories of the Rising. The rebellion had originally been scheduled for
Easter Sunday, 23 April but was countermanded by the Volunteer Chief-of-Staft
Eoin MacNeill. In the confusion, the Fingal Volunteers mobilised with around 120
men on April 23. However, in the words of Christopher Moran of Swords, ‘it was
quite apparent that something had gone wrong with the plans for the day’. Having
been fed at the Lawless farm, and an impromptu dance in the barn, the rebels were
dispersed but told to be ready to remobilise at a moment’s notice.
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The next day, 24 April, a message arrived at the farm that
Pearse had ordered the rebellion to proceed at ipm. Frank
Lawless delivered the news to his son Joseph, ‘his eyes
alight with the excitement of joyful news, and with the
announcement ‘the day has come at last”’. Fifth Battalion
mobilised again on the morning of 24 April at Knocksedan,
but only 8o came out this time. The Battalion was extremely
active during the week and, instead of occupying static
positions as the rebels did in the city centre, it divided into
fast-moving columns. On the first day it bombed the railway
bridge at Rogerstown and marched to camp in Finglas. The
following day, 25 April, after receiving a request directly
from James Connolly, Ashe sent 20 men, including Richard
Coleman, Thomas Peppard, Peter Wilson and Edward
Lawless, into the city as reinforcements. On 26 April Fifth
Battalion captured Swords, Donabate and Garristown RIC
barracks and camped in Baldwinstown; the next day, 27 April,
it moved to Borranstown.

On the morning of 28 April the Volunteers attacked the RIC station at Ashbourne
and then ambushed a column of cars filled with RIC reinforcements close to Rath
Cross. A fierce five-hour firefight developed with eight RIC, three civilians and
two Volunteers being killed. During the battle, Volunteer Jack Crenigan, who had
been in school with Joseph Lawless and employed on the Lawless farm, was shot
dead by RIC District Inspector Harry Smith. Joseph Lawless later recounted that
Smyth had fired at his father, but hit Crenigan instead: at the same moment, Frank
Lawless shot Smyth in the head from close range. Following the police surrender,
Dr Richard Hayes and Molly Adrien distributed first aid to the police as they

were stripped of their arms. The Battalion subsequently camped at Borranstown
and Newbarn, where they received the stunning news that Pearse had ordered
their surrender. Frank Lawless was court-martialled at Richmond Barracks on

9 May; he was sentenced to death which was immediately commuted to ten

years imprisonment and he was moved to Mountjoy prison the next day, before

being sent to Lewes. One immediate
consequence of his absence was that the
burden of farm work fell onto family: on
14 June 1916 Catherine Lawless advertised
multiple animals and assorted farming
implements for sale, as well as advertising

102 acres for rent.

Frank Lawless was released on 16 June
1917 as part of the general amnesty for

\'

republican prisoners and immediately

returned to republican activism. In September 1917 he presided over the creation
of the North County Sinn Fein clubs executive, and the following month he
attended the establishment of Rush Sinn Fein branch. The same month, Eamon
de Valera addressed the North County Sinn Fein clubs at a large public meeting
in Balbriggan, which Lawless attended. In November, he spoke alongside Count
Plunkett at a republican meeting in Skerries; in December he was appointed the
Director of Sinn Fein’s Agriculture Department.
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On 18 May 1918 he was rearrested " : 4 ' S
during the so-called ‘German Plot’: o e e e e
30 police arrived at 2am to take him
into custody. Richard Coleman,
O/C of Swords company, was also
arrested. Both were deported via
Dun Laoghaire to Usk prison,
where Coleman died of influenza

in December 1918. Lawless was
granted parole to accompany his
friend’s body home and, while still
in prison, was selected as the Sinn
Fein candidate for County Dublin. In the run-up to
the December 1918 general election, meetings were
held across Fingal to support Lawless’ candidacy in

NINE MEN LIBERATED. .
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The results of the 1918 election were a seismic
shock: Lawless was elected as part of a Sinn Fein
landslide, while the Irish Parliamentary Party, which had dominated Irish politics
for decades, was decimated and won only 6 seats. Lawless defeated the Irish
Parliamentary Party incumbent JJ Clancy — who had held the seat since November
1885 - by 9,138 votes to 4,428. However, John Gaynor of Balbriggan noted that the
Volunteers ‘did a huge amount of personation on behalf of Sinn Fein.’

Lawless spent most of the war of independence between 1919 and 1921 in prison.
He missed the meeting of the First Ddil in the Mansion House on 21 January

1919 and was released only on 8 March. On 17 June he was appointed to the

Ddil Housing Committee as part of the Department of Local Government. On

10 September 1919 D4il Eireann was declared illegal by the authorities; on 16
October all Sinn Fein clubs, the Volunteers, Cumann na mBan and Gaelic League
branches were suppressed in Dublin city and county. On 11 November, Lawless was
arrested when the police raided the D4il Eireann offices at 6 Harcourt Street, and
imprisoned in Mountjoy until 11 February 1920. In the interim, his brother James
was arrested and deported to Wormwood Scrubs prison in London, where he joined
other republicans on hunger strike.

On 13 July, the Lawless farm at Saucerstown was raided by the military; it was
searched again on 6 August. Frank was arrested, along with his son Colm, at
Smithfield market on 13 December 1920 by Auxiliaries and Special Branch. On

30 December, he was interned at Ballykinlar camp in County Down, with his

sons Colm and Brendan, and registered as internee no. 1504. Ironically, the camp
commander was Colonel Hely-Hutchinson, a native of Swords. Lawless remained
at Ballykinlar for the next eight months and was re-elected as TD for Dublin County
in May 1921 while still incarcerated.
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1. Arrest at Dail Eireann Headquarters, 11 November 1919
Irish Independent 12 November 1919
Courtesy of the Irish Newspaper Archives

2. Raid on Lawless & Heron’s Bicycle Shop in Parnell St, Dublin, 1920.
The shop, part owned by Joseph Lawless, Frank’s son, housed a
munitions factory, making grenades & experimental weapons.
Image Courtesy of the National Museum of Ireland

3. Jail Release of Frank Lawless after 3 months in Mountjoy
Irish Independent 12 February 1920
Courtesy of the Irish Newspaper Archives

4. Frank Lawless Election Pamphlet 1918
Image Courtesy of the Lawless Family
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; When Frank Lawless was
released from Ballykinlar on
8 August 1921, a ceasefire
had been in place between

4 +
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[

LIET oF MEMBERS oF DAXL, or PARLIAMERT INTERNED IN BALLYRINLAR, Camp By

——— the IRA and the British
HAME SERIAL HUT onY. REMARTE.
N forces for almost two
months. The Truce came
Derhan, Mlghasl James 1581 1o F 3 b 1
RS RR 5 2 Into ope.rat}on.on 11 July
Hayes, Nichael g3z 38 B and, while it did not mean
Lawlses, Prank 1241 28 o that all fighting had ceased
WL1oKy Bean e . — for instance, violence
n il 12 F e

AR e ; in Ulster peaked after July
o'Doharty, Josoph 1204 35 g Y k
N R A i g 1921 — it did mean that

some semblance of peace
returned to large parts
of the island. The war of
independence in Fingal may
not have been as intensive as it was in other parts of the country, yet north county
Dublin saw some of the most notable incidents of the conflict. In March 1919 an
IRA raid on a British military post at Collinstown netted 70+ rifles and thousands of
rounds of ammunition, which would supply the IRA across Dublin for most of the
war. In February 1920, the county was declared to be ‘in disturbance’ by the police,
joining Louth, Longford, Sligo, Westmeath and Wicklow. In September 1920, RIC
Head Constable Peter Burke was shot dead in an altercation in Balbriggan. Shortly
afterwards, Auxiliaries from Gormanstown camp raided the town, burning fifty
buildings and killing two men — James Lawless and John Gibbons. The ‘Sack of
Balbriggan’ as it became known, created worldwide headlines and the town was
visited by the American Committee for Relief in Ireland, ensuring that British rule
in Ireland came under international scrutiny, and provided many parallels with
German actions during the First World War: the Manchester Guardian referred to the
event as ‘Ireland’s Louvain’, referring to the German destruction of the Belgian
city in 1914. The attack on
Balbriggan became one of the
most notorious events of the
war of independence, along
with the burning of Cork in
December. Further houses were e
burned in Swords in November ’ ) 4 7 Wi
1920 while Thomas Hand, e
secretary of the local branch
of the ITGWU was shot dead :
at his home in Skerries. What Lt
all this means is thatwhenthe =/, , ., |, /
Truce was announced in July - = £
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1921, it most likely came as
a relief to the inhabitants of "
North County Dublin. o At aoq ¢ s, Z5

Frank Lawless’ frequent stints
in prison between 1918 and ' (
1921 meant that he was not e
closely involved with the IRA

in Fingal during the war of
independence. However, the

Truce offered republicans the a

chance to solidify their claims

to be the legitimate government ot ,
of the country. During the :
war of independence, the

RIC withdrew from its more
exposed barracks, which were
generally then burned by the IRA. The ensuing vacuum was filled by republican
police, who undertook investigations into petty crime, robbery and lesser offences.
For example, on 14 October 1921, Volunteer police cleared the pubs at closing

time in Skerries and evicted lodgers from rented property in Athlone. At the same
time, the pause in fighting allowed the Dail and republican courts to entrench

and solidify their authority, and Frank Lawless returned to these activities as

soon as he was released. On g August 1921, a single day after he left Ballykinlar
internment camp, he attended an informal meeting of the D4il in the Mansion
House; on g September he was recorded as being present at a republican meeting
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in Swords; and on 8 October he was listed as an officer of the republican court held
in the Carnegie Hall. In December 1921 the Irish Product League, which Lawless
had helped to establish in Ballykinlar and which promoted Irish manufactured-
products, asked the Balbriggan IRA to support them by smoking Irish tobacco and
cigarettes made in Ireland.

These local events occurred against the backdrop of negotiations between the
republican movement and the British Government, which had started in earnest in
September 1921. The Lawless family had a direct connection to the talks: Frank’s
daughter Eithne had been one of Michael Collins’ stenographers and left to become
a nun, leaving a vacancy in the administrative team. Frank recommended his

nieces Alice and Ellie Lyons as replacements, and both were part of the secretarial
team during the Treaty negotiations in London. After two months of difficult and
complex negotiations, the Anglo-Irish Treaty was signed on 6 December 1921,
establishing the Irish Free State as a British dominion, while the six counties

of Northern Ireland remained inside the UK, as had been envisaged by the 1920
Government of Ireland Act. This was far less than what some republicans wanted
and caused an immediate split in the movement. The Dail itself debated the terms
of the Treaty for a full nine days, from 19 December 1921 to 7 January 1922, with
passionate arguments being offered both for and against. Frank Lawless was listed
as being present at the debates but is not recorded as having spoken; on 7 January
the Treaty was ratified by the D4il by 64 votes to 57, with Lawless voting in favour of
it. The vote led to dramatic scenes in the chamber. On 10 January, amidst rancorous
arguments, De Valera walked out in protest, followed by his supporters, while
Michael Collins shouted ‘Deserters all!’ as they left. Frank Lawless was one of those
who was listed as remaining in his seat and Arthur Griffith was elected as President
to replace de Valera. Lawless left behind no record of his thoughts on the Treaty but
the split over the Treaty began the slide towards civil war, which eventually broke
outin June 1922.
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1. List of Dail Members interned at Ballykinlar Camp 2 1921
Image Courtesy of the National Library of Ireland

2. Letter from Frank Lawless to Mrs. Pearse regarding late payment of school fees at St. Enda’s
Image Courtesy of the National Library of Ireland

3. Frank Lawless and his wife Catherine leaving the Dail 17 August 1921
Image Courtesy of the National Library of Ireland

4. Lawless Farm Land to Rent Advertisement
Freeman’s Journal 14 June 1916
Courtesy of the Irish Newspaper Archives
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On the morning of 17 April
1922, Joseph Lawless was
woken by his uncle James
with the solemn words ‘The
Boss is dead’. The previous
evening, a pony and trap in
which Frank and his son
Colm were travelling was
involved in an accident in
which the horse took fright
and the vehicle overturned.
Colm escaped without being
seriously hurt; Frank suffered
catastrophic head injuries.
He was treated locally by
Doctor R.J. May in Swords
before being transferred to the

Pembroke Private Hospital at 4 Upper Pembroke Street, where he died without ever
regaining consciousness. Officially he was recorded as having died of a fractured
skull. He was the third TD elected to the first Dail to die prematurely and in tragic
circumstances, following Pierce McCann’s death from influenza in March 1919 and
Terence MsSwiney’s death on hunger strike in October 1920. ‘The sense of his loss
was quite overwhelming’ wrote his son Joseph in his BMH Witness Statement, ‘and
I had not recovered from the shock when the funeral was over’.

Frank Lawless’ funeral was a remarkable event for its scope, timing and attendees.
The funeral mass was held at the Pro-Cathedral at 11 am on 18 April and was
attended by a veritable who’s-who of nationalist Ireland. Among the prominent
government and public figures at the service were Richard Mulcahy, W.T. Cosgrave,
Dr Richard Hayes, Peadar
O’Keefe, Art O’Connor, Dublin
Lord Mayor Laurence O’Neill,
Arthur Griffith, Michael
Collins, Joe McGrath, George
Gavan Dufty, Ernest Blythe,
Eamon De Valera, Cathal
Brugha, Margaret Pearse,
Harry Boland, Sean T O’Kelly,
Joe McDonagh, Desmond
FitzGerald, Con Collins, Sean
Etchingham, Michael Staines,
Darrell Figgis, Diarmaid
O’Hegarty, and Jenny Wyse
Power. The tricolour-draped
coffin was accompanied by a
12-strong firing party, a large
body of National Army troops,
members of the Dublin IRA
battalions, and a parade of

100 Civic Guards — the first B "~
time the new police force had

publicly paraded on any occasion in Ireland. Lawless’ body was brought to the
graveyard at Rolestown and buried in the family plot, where three volleys were fired
over the grave and a photographer captured an image of Arthur Griffith standing
beside the headstone.

. -Members of Dail Eireanin marching four deép in_the funeral, procession,

The long list of notable personalities at the funeral is even more remarkable when
viewed in the political and military context at the time. The republican movement
had fractured over the Anglo-Irish Treaty, which had been ratified by the Dail on

7 January 1922, triggering de Valera’s resignation as president. On 17 March, de
Valera gave his notorious speech at Thurles, in which he stated that the IRA might
have to ‘wade through Irish blood’ to achieve freedom. On 26 March, the IRA
convention rejected the Treaty and repudiated civilian control, while in the same
month violence was very narrowly averted in Limerick between the pro- and anti-
Treaty IRA factions. On 14 April — two days before the accident while ultimately led

1. Civic Guards march for the first time at Frank Lawless Funeral
Image Courtesy of An Garda Siochana

2. Dail Members marching at Lawless Funeral
Irish Independent 19 April 1922
Courtesy of the Irish Newspaper Archives

3. Arthur Griffith at the Graveside of Frank Lawless
Image Courtesy of RTE Archives

4. Registration of the Death of Frank Lawless on 16 April 1922
www.irishgenealogy.ie

5. Description of Frank Lawless Funeral
Evening Herald 18 April 1922
Courtesy of Irish Newspaper Archives

ibraries.
fingal.ie

st

Frank Lawless and the
of Independence in Fingal

T —
e

= e
SOLEMN SCENES

Funaral of the Late Mr. Frank
J. Lawless, T.D.

FULL MILITARY HONOURS

i [

l The fonemst wod woterment of dr, Toapr
13, Easiuoa, T.0h, waech %ok ploce boder
wish il walitary Benoers, wos & ecdemn ]

A pmpresive =lgut.

Clw cufee wmutainbsy the remoins Sy
veeTiigt o the Fro-Uathedral, aod Bolenn |
Bequan Mlass wes ochefiretesd af 11 2'clora,
thes moreing by tho Ber, J. Borlay, G55
E-I'W"L:ql:hblrﬂ.

1

The chorch wap eredes] with moprnes
{lsinlleg Mincters sod mombers of Lasl
Firvipn ged the Pryrisicpe] Qeverbsesl

Tha elisl puidom inchirkd M. Law- 'I

5!1& (wife), Jou, Celm, Brenden, Kieraa
lll-i Fooiim, el Aldas ossh, Muods asd I'EI.H'-';.
lI_|'I-':-|:*:- wlnapheere), dames and Peker I.-:nlnrwl

{ihrechers), Mr, J. lawless snd Mum M
Nawnnl  isteraindawl, Fevin Lawialy
imephee), and Moevs Lawhoss (nicee), ‘ .
Thy Linerul procsssich wee hedinl BF -
dnng party of 12 solderm from Beggar
iy Uniercks. The cotho e dioped 1@
g S=tokour Hag, ord smoediotely whwer tha
benrss eame che carriages with ha r!lul‘i
| mIrEr. T O'Coonelll Fife nod Lirnm |
itaml nnd goother apifermed parcty of eob
dierm fmm fegpae’s Aush fellormed,

O&IL MEMBDERE

ik
Ui

ok

i Aites Chésn, marchizg four deep, camn

p | fhe i Sbinestors ood  members, wod

uficiols # the |Yrovisinas] {Gureprsasanl,
“ |Meacq incloded Presideas A, Gritlith, M, !
B ioe, Me. B. Maoloaksy, 7. dom
| MFurath, 30r. M. Fagyes, Mr F. Lyueh, b
Ahl, W, T. Comgrave, Mr. Garan ul, 4

e Nr, . 3, Wul:h, Llr, FErzost Hizth [
a8 J. imgpan. . e Yalems, Mr. Cothel
Hrigh , Lew, ez, M, 1), Bpad, M. !
imin M UCarthy, Me Bean T O'kolly, Mr i
LN IJ'-:|_| AlPmngh, Mr, B Fibsperall, ME. Smb 4
s Wkleag, e, S M'Uuinness, Coosnrdaet
F. Wrennuo, Mr. Phil Cesgrare. Mr. Phil |}
tBhopehan, Mr. Cop Colles, Mr. Sean ||
LMy, Moo Art 0'Crannr, Mre, Willlam |,
Baury, blr, Bnam Etchingaam, Slr. Peior I
- linglies, Me 5. Headnes, M- Dacmll
i
i

aw

Figgin, Ay Dinrduid O"Hegnrte.
Ex | orher rrerernkn b Wﬁﬁﬁflld'lﬂ:d_ﬁ
im Ldhhl L, TP e, Loed Sager; Mr. 8L Frinod,
a | Chnlrmnn Ca, Connesli Couscillons Mis.
N v Pawer, Joi Mosney, oo, Lyoms. !
pFurrell, T. ), Lowghlia, J, J. Wherphys),
i | Mewsrs 1. Burphrr, Tewn Clerk: m
. |11 Muwirthille. Phil Hean, CoiC; Fred F-I'_
"1 Allan, J=n Marray {14 Clob], E. P. Bowsn |
i pasd Dnghl B Con=hadla, X, Duklis Comvb- |
wh [eida Ceonnfeic; AL O i"l:‘!lllr'-h:lh-tl- {!'-:-'lr"i
oy | Dsdfin Crmardyapey J. I, EErly. BOCT |
it | fie. Onfw, ™, J. Bfurphy. Chiol Cletk, Ges.
me | Baakre Clerk ol TWorks, (rebpegonman |-
Meninl Mospikal, &z, 1l
£ GLEREY PRESENT-

Amorest the elor wifr Har,
nai]"r, reminia, O4.Y.0,, wiks was it 254
| I & [iismer wilh dlesisedd in Ellngin-
S0 T joif; Rew, o Feo Alevslus, lee, Y.
i | Tober, lfee, L1 Eras, Nev, W, Pucke;, Bas.
mf | 2. Meddle, Vares L. £, K i, E'l"-'-r

J, Flieille, lev. M, Kotas, Bed. X, der-|
k| b, Bev. B OReefo, Juv. Fr, Deviow
i Uifoars frnn DBesmira Umsh  poeeesd

3
wuig Diegasire J, Hlatiery, whe huad change
ot ikg fareml areingewenss ) ColLoesdT. |
"'"'i FF. Thoruten, nyesaenbing ad  Earesn,
el | Lisrasion: Crmredt. lanis, Cemulin Boisior,

LomiedL Shisk, wnd Cpmmls, Melwuy.
mr rikes of pficers b GigA L-tg'mnhrrrlg-
sam |t Bsl, Emd. 3ed, (th, end Gth Helis of
gin | Ahe Trahlis Bripade, and deinchments of |

TAE A, frome Piarlbaicigh W=il, spd Elsik:
IR pid mies of Khe Cirhe Ldand uk IIu:E-hruh.in
- | glen wnreehisd. The biter beidy ot men, nll
cm | 050F aln foet, ullraclsl nbidesibla al-

Limdbal.
thn | B0 tonem! preesensd fo Hiloesr Larinae-
flis | Birp, whare Lhe Lasg F'rr rors wers qegibal,
oo Nthrmme eniters were fircll orer tho grave
|r-||| sl Fhe " Loel Past” waiinded. i
big| A Yerge nouikes of beanl ful weenthe, in-

ilindicir eome frree Thiil mcisbera god Eho
deveasale eomeeilm, aflierms med mee of
ib= Pnzal Vripsdo, THA., =ere laid 2a

s irrevm 1

e TR LB AL ST |
Fd

to Frank Lawless’ death — a group of anti-Treaty
IRA lead by Rory O’Connor and Liam Mellows
occupied the Four Courts in central Dublin, in a
direct and provocative challenge to the authority
of the Provisional Government, and civil war
seemed likely. By the time of the funeral, the
lines of the Treaty split were very firmly drawn,
and it is entirely possible that that the funeral
was one of the last times that the pre-split
leadership gathered in one place. Joseph Lawless
recalled in his Witness Statement that Eamon
de Valera and Arthur Griffith stood facing each
other over his father’s grave. Both Griffith and
Michael Collins were dead a mere four months
later; Griffith died suddenly on 12 August

1922, while Collins was killed in an ambush

at Bealnablath in Cork ten days later. Justas
O’Donovan Rossa’s funeral in 1915 saw both
sides of the original Volunteer split temporarily
put aside their differences to mourn a fallen
leader, Frank Lawless’ funeral saw both sides of
the Treaty divide united in grief.

Despite the gravity of these events, the
practical results of Frank’s death still had to
be attended to. His death left his family with
the considerable task in managing the farm
and handling a formidable list of creditors.
The Provisional Government undertook to

' pay the cost of the funeral, which totalled

£100, and subsequent documents show that
Michael Collins was involved in a decision to
grant the family £1oo0 from the Dail special
fund. The Government also arranged to pay

the outstanding balance of Frank’s special
allowance as a TD from September 1920 to the
date of his death, a total of £395, 16s 8d. In June
1922, Michael Derham was elected to Frank’s
Ddil seat, while Matthew Coul was co-opted to
replace him on the county council. Negotiations
to resolve the debts associated with the Lawless
farm continued for several years and took quite a
while to resolve.
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Frank Lawless’ death was felt keenly both nationally and locally. On
26 April 1922, President Arthur Griffith provided a moving tribute in
the Dail, stating that Lawless was
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In the days following his remarkable
funeral, tributes poured in from
Aty across the country. Recounting
i _J the battle of Ashbourne in the Irish
o - . ¥ Independennt on 19 April 1922, Richard
Mulcahy wrote that ‘The Last Post has
sounded over Frank Lawless too. Never has it sounded over a more faithful or more
unobtrusive Irish soldier.” A poem in the Fermanagh Herald on 6 May 1922 declared
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Frank Lawless was still there

With worth and word and silent deed

To do the good man’s share;

He held the faith of men who died refusing to bave his children vaccinated.
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Locally, Balbriggan Town Commissioners stated on 19 April 1922 that Lawless was
‘the beacon light in this area of everything that stood for Irish independence for the
ultimate freedom of this country...In this work he was actuated by one motive only,
honesty of purpose.” On 22 April a special meeting of Dublin Corporation passed a
vote of sympathy and Lord Mayor Laurence O’Neill said that he ‘saw around him so
many of the leaders of the people he felt a joyful hope that over the grave of Frank
Lawless they would once more unite for the welfare of Ireland.” Much later, in 1937,
his contribution to Fingal GAA was recognised when Swords GAA was named
Frank Lawless Memorial Park.

On a more practical level, his death placed his family in great difficulty. His wife
Catherine was left to care for nine children and to run a substantial farm and
victualling business. A detailed accounting carried out after his death showed
that he had left behind a formidable list of debts, from payments for the purchase
of the farm under the 1903 Land Act to school fees owed to Margaret Pearse and
overdrafts secured against his land. While the government paid the funeral costs
in full, and granted Catherine Lawless £1000 from a special fund, this was still not
enough to cover the debts that had accrued. In the months and years following
his death, local newspapers often carried notices regarding the letting out of large
portions of the Lawless farm — one in December 1923 advertised 70 acres of the
farm for rent. Even a decade after her husband died, Catherine was noting the
difficulty she was having in managing the farm’s substantial operations.
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While his importance to the republican movement in Fingal is
unquestioned, there are two other aspects to Frank Lawless
that are less well-known. As a member of the County Dublin
Farmer’s Association, he arguably took a stand against
organised labour. During the Lockout of 1913, which
lasted from August to January 1914, when James Larkin’s
Irish Transport and General Worker’s Union (ITGWU)
was engaged in a tense and sometimes violent standoff
with Dublin employers, the County Dublin Farmer’s
Association publicly condemned Larkin. Swords was
badly aftected by strikes and unrest; in October 1913 there
were clashes in the town between the United Irish League
and striking workers. In May 1914, Larkin’s newspaper
it The Irish Worker called on the people of north county
® Dublin not to vote for Frank Lawless in the local elections,
declaring ‘What short memories these fellows think the
workers have. Will you be sold again, boys?’

Even more remarkable was Lawless’ stance as an opponent
of vaccination. Swords became the centre of anti-vaccination
activity in north county Dublin, leading the Irish Independent to
report in 1915 that ‘In Swords, for some reason, Sinn Feiners
and anti-vaccinators are regarded as identical in opinions.’
Lawless refused to vaccinate his children against smallpox, arguing
that it was ineffective, that it was cruel to subject children to the

procedure and that he objected to the formulation of the vaccination laws in
Ireland, which differed from them in the rest of the UK. As he stated at one meeting

y - of Balrothery Guardians, ‘As long as we

are under British law, then let us have the
best as well as the worse of it.” Lawless
was prosecuted on 24 April 1915 for his
stance and eventually served 14 days in
Mountjoy prison upon refusing to pay
the resulting fine. A crowd of 500 people
turned out to welcome Lawless home
from his sentence and the crowd was
addressed by Ernest Bannister, secretary
of the Irish Anti-Vaccination League.

In many ways, the Irish revolution rested on
the efforts of people such as Frank Lawless:
organisers who provided the crucial energy in
building up a local network to drive forward
the cause of Irish independence. He was

at the centre of every cultural, sporting and
revolutionary association in Fingal, and the
remarkable list of attendees at his funeral
shows the esteem he was held in by his
colleagues. Writing at the end of April 1922,
Dr Richard Hayes, who had been the Volunteers Medical Officer in Fingal, summed
Lawless up thusly:

‘He was very loveable, very chivalrous, very true. And in the tragic
divisions of these latter months while he took the side he thought
best for Ireland he never showed a trace of bitterness — always
attributing to those on the other side the highest and purest
motives. Little wonder that all his old comrades, forgetful of
passing differences, gathered around his open grave in Killossory,
where he sleeps his last sleep...President Griffith speaks a few
fitting words of praise of this dead Irish soldier, whose whole life
was a valiant battle for Irish ideals, and so we leave him here in
the heart of old Fingal, where he worked and fought for Ireland.’

1. Lawless Family Grave, Rolestown Cemetery 2021
Image Courtesy of Bernard Kelly
With permission of the Lawless Family

2. Frank Lawless’s Dublin Castle Intelligence File — in the
bottom left corner is written “Dangerous Man”
Courtesy of the Fingal Old IRA Commemorative Society

3. Violent Scenes at Swords
Irish Independent 8 June 1915
Courtesy of the Irish Newspaper Archives

4. Catherine Lawless and her Adult Children 1933
Image Courtesy of the Lawless Family

5. Lawless Family on the Lawn at Saucerstown c1935
Image Courtesy of the Lawless Family
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