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PREFACE

Bremore Castfe a 18" / 16" century fortified house and manor associated with Anglo-
Norman Barnewall family is located in Bremore toamdf, on the northern outskirts of
Balbriggan town, in north County Dublin (Fig. 1)hd townland name is derived from the
Irish wordsBri (bree)- which signifies a hill or rising ground aktibr meaning big, together
meaning big hill (Joyce 1995, Vol |, 390), refegito the hills that lie to the east (Fig. 1)

The Castle is located less than one kilometre rafrthe town centre and lies to the east of the
Drogheda Road and to the west of th& ééntury Drogheda—Dublin Railway line.
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Figure 1 Location of Bremore, low lying coastal laiscape surrounded by hills
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The complex is located in an undulating low-lyingastal landscape that slopes gently
towards the sea. Bremore is drained naturally byRlver Devlin and its tributaries, the fields

are largely subdivided by deep drainage ditcheshvbarry water off the surface of the open
fields.

It occupies a dominant location within a coastalimmment and lies within the newly
established Bremore Regional Park, a significanblipuamenity that is undergoing

enhancement (Fig. 2).

i =
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Figure 2 An aerial view of Bremore Castle and emvs and the recorded monuments in its vicinity

The upstanding structures at Bremore Castle comsighe reconstructed fortified house
(referred to as the Castle), the ruins of St Mdkghurch and graveyatdogether with its
associated enclosure, garden and boundary walls. cbmplex of structures is generally

referred to as Bremore Castle and for the purpokt® plan it is described as such.

% (RMP) Reference DU002-002002 and DU002-002003
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Since 1994, under support of Fingal County Couanad the Balbriggan and District Historical
Society, and in conjunction with a FAS trainingtiative, the Castle has undergone the
comprehensive reconstruction of what was by the0’59& single storey ruin within a

farmyard (Plate 1). It contains significant oridifiabric at ground floor level that has been

consolidated and repaired.

Plate 1 Bremore ruins (kitchen extension area) 1986

The present castle structure is primarily a late @htury rebuild (Plate 2).

Plate 2 View towards the north east of the recansted Bremore Castle, from within the walled garde

The rebuilt elements of the castle and its interémreate elements of a typical late and post
medieval fortified manor house. The quality andlesa# the rebuilding and the traditional
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skills and craftsmanship employed in the woodworid anasonry is an extraordinary

achievement.

BACKGROUND

The Conservation Plan has been commissioned baF@munty Council in order to:-

. enhance the understanding of the monument by atfudly and survey,

. create a record of the existing knowledge base,

. inform the policy makers at local authority and ioa&l level in relation to

decisions about the monument and its environs.

The context for commissioning this ConservatiomnPias been the desire to find a suitable
modern day use for Bremore Castle in order to ae®anterest and public access to the site

while maintaining and preserving the significan€éhe monument.

OBJECTIVES

The objectives of the Conservation Plan are: -

. To study the monument; assess its significance awm@ument and its significance
within its wider environment.

. To provide a tool to inform and manage the futige and maintenance of the castle.

. To look at future uses for the buildings and exaéspaces within the buildings.

To achieve this essential elements of the study-are

. To understand the history and development of tiee si

. To understand the significance of the visible strees and the underlying archaeology.
. To understand the vulnerabilities that may give tis damage or degradation of the

conservation value of the monument.
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From that understanding, it devises:-

. A plan for necessary repairs and conservation works
. Policies that advocate the appropriate terms efegice for protection and management

of a monument or place now and in the future.

and

. Makes recommendations for the development of oomkedge and understanding of
the site.

. Makes recommendations for the future uses and neamegt of the site.

SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANCE

The significance of Bremore Castle is derived fiitsrownership, history, and evolution since
early medieval times when the area was first gktifeto the present day. Aspects of the castle
that the Plan has identified as important are sgti Section Il and are summarised as

follows:-

« lts association with the early medieval Saint Malagnd the c. "7 century early
ecclesiastical foundation afann Beachaireand with bee keeping;

e Its association with the greatly influential Andisrman Barnewall family, who were
dominant in the Fingal area, a strand of whichttihié castle at Bremore in the mid®16
century;

* Its association with the late medieval agriculttragde and industry of Fingal,

* It houses or is associated with numerous carvedaveldarchitectural fragments;

- Bremore Castle and St Molaga’s Church are protestedacture$ and are National
Monuments in the ownership of Fingal County Council

e Its public ownership;

e Its coastal setting within a regional park publicemity;

*  New found dominance and visibility in the moderndscape and its potential ‘landmark’
quality;

e The rebuilt Castle is a showcase of traditiondlskind craftsmanship (woodworking and

masonry).

“ Bremore Castle Record of Protected Structure (F%)No. 13, St. Molaga's Church (in ruins) &
Graveyard Ref. No. 14
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SUMMARY OF VULNERABILITIES

The vulnerabilities and threats to the proper cor®n of the site are set out in Part IV
under the following headings: -

. Threats to the Fabric

. Protecting and Enhancing the Setting

. Resources/Sustainable Future Use
. Access
. Research and Knowledge Gaps

Bremore Castle, with its complex of buildings ahd enclosed central space has not enjoyed
widespread public appreciation and interactiontdlits having been in private ownership and
used as a working farm until the laté"2fentury, and then as a building site for nearlgrtty
years. The rebuilding works is approaching a caicluand the next step is to enhance the
public areas of the site to make it safe and dt'd¢o draw people to the site. The biggest

threat to any structure is redundancy.

SUMMARY OF POLICIES
The vision for Bremore Castle involves ensuring pihetection, long-term survival, use and
enhancement of the complex, in addition to prongpéind interpreting the history of the site

and its historic associations to the public.

The policies stem from the vision for the monumeamd are to be developed in a consultative
framework, as the conservation plan progresses. gian presents an opportunity to assemble
and assess all information associated with the membd and provide an integrated
multidisciplinary approach for future works andtigiives. An essential aspect of this vision
is for the continued protection of the structures #he subsurface archaeological remains
while garnering a greater understanding of the mmmnt and promoting the active use of the

site.

The Conservation Plan has noted current conservéigislation, along with statutory and
guidance policies. Underpinning the policies areimber of key objectives-

. Protect the monument and sense of place.

. Address the urgent consolidation/stabilisation wamrdquired for vulnerable areas

of the site.
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. Complete weather proofing of Bremore Castle angriratl fit out

. Improve the presentation and information on the umoent.

. Improve access to and from the monument.

. Improve connectivity with the Regional Park beirgyeloped.

. Creation of a site archive.

. Enhance the monument and site so the significancetained and complies with

all statutory obligations pertaining to National Monent and Protected Structure

status.

The Plan also seeks to establish guidance for pgpte and sustainable reuse in the short,
medium and long term. To ensure the retention efsifgnificance of the castle and to guide
the protection of the monument and assist in theesmary conservation, repairs and
enhancement the following overarching policies@mposed both in the short term and in the

longer term:

POLICY 1 PROTECTION OF THE MONUMENT
To place the protection of the Bremore Castle cempind the retention of its significance|at

the centre of future planning and management praigos

POLICY 2 CONSERVATION, REPAIR AND MAINTENANCE
To establish programmes for the repair and mainteeain the immediate—short term,
medium and long term, while also protecting thenifigance and historic integrity and

observing best practice conservation standards.

POLICY 3 INTERPRETATION, COMMUNICATION AND LEGIBILI ~ TY

Ensure that the significance of the site is comiated to visitors, to seek opportunities

—

0
improve the legibility and understanding of theesihd to enhance its interpretation to meet

the needs of a variety of users

POLICY 4 HEALTH AND SAFETY AND UNIVERSAL ACCESS
To provide a safe environment for visitors and passworking at the site and also to provide

dignified physical and intellectual access to trestle and its setting so that all the values in

this monument and its context can be safely enjagddunderstood.
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POLICY 5 INCORPORATE BREMORE CASTLE INTO THE REGION AL

PARK
To establish the castle complex as a focal poidtlandmark site in Bremore Regional Park

POLICY 6 INFORMATION, RECORDING AND RESEARCH
To develop further understanding of the castle whgioinformed archaeological investigation

and research, and encouraging future research ef thonument by creating an accessible

comprehensive archive.
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PART |
PROCESS AND METHODOLOGY
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1.1

PROCESS

The Conservation Plan principals enshrined inphicess

‘seek to guide the future development of a placeutih an understanding of its significance.
The objective is to evolve policies to guide wdhieg are feasible as well as compatible wijth
the retention, reinforcement and even revelationsighificance. These twin concepts | of
compatibility and feasibility are the base on whikb policies are built{Kerr 1999).

It is a pro-active process that defines:

. The location, physical composition and current @ngation of a monument or
place;
. Why that monument or place is culturally or matérisignificant;

. How that significance may be vulnerable.

The conservation plan was carried out in two stagke primary stage involved research and
information gathering; it included an examinatidrpablished and unpublished documentary
and cartographic sources (as listed in the bibdipgy). Documentary research has been

carried out in the following repositories:

. National Library

. National Archives

. University College Dublin, Architecture Library

. Trinity College Dublin Library

. Dublin City Council, Gilbert Library

. Archaeological Survey of Ireland

. National Museum of Ireland

. Fingal Local Studies and Archive Department, Fingalinty Council

. Field notes and photographic archive of archaestdgto Swan (kindly supplied

with thanks from archaeologist Christine Baker)

The second stage is the review stage, and inclpdiésy formation and the preparation of

recommendations. Based on the information gatharecdassessment of Bremore Castle’s

11
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significance and a statement of the site’s vulnétaltould be made. The review sought to
identify:-

. Threats to significance

. Gaps in understanding

. Conflict between different significances

. Policies to guide ongoing issues

. Feasible and sustainable recommendations
1.2 SOURCES

Historic Sources

The castle and church site at Bremore are notdeeiimented and there are a limited number
of primary and secondary historical sources thigresce it. The main source for the church
site in the early medieval period are the variausiging sets of Irish Annals for example the
Annals of Inisfallen, primarily the Annals of Ulstethe Martyologies O’Gorman (1166-74)
and of Donegal (1630), the Annals of Tigernach #mel Calendar of Archbishop Alen’s
Register (McNeill 1950).

Moving into the medieval, late and post-medievalqaks, there is a variety of source material
available including the surviving manorial exteatsl documents relating to land and property
ownership, inquisitions and valuations such as@hgl Survey, the Books of Survey and

Distribution. Bremore Castle and townland is alsentioned in various secondary sources.

The sources consulted are included in the relesegtton of the bibliography.

Cartographic Sources

Historical mapping for the site and study area rpt the establishment of the Ordnance
Survey is limited, comprising the Down Survey Mapi$55), Rocque (1765), Taylor and
Skinner’s maps (1777) and Duncan’s Map of the CpomtDublin (c. 1821) none of which
are particularly detailed. The Longfield Map Cotlen held in the National Library of
Ireland had two maps of the Bremore area ‘A mapaift of the Lands of Bremore in the
Barony of Balrothery’ by Joseph O'Brien 1795 andtar map of 1820 of the same name. The
maps show the land divisions and indicated thatidhd belonged to Mr. King at the time;

they did not show or refer to the castle.

12
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Antiquarian Descriptions and lllustrations

Possibly the key historic source for a descriptbithe castle at a specific point in time is an
illustration ‘A View of Bremore Castlddy the eighteenth century antiquarian Austin Coape
1783 (Fig. 4). It was discovered by David Newmahn#mn during the early studies of the
site. This source has been the principal ‘bluepffimt the reconstruction of the site. This
drawing provided a record of the nature, conditeord extent of many of the upstanding
elements of the site in the™8entury. It appears to be the last representatidhe castle site
before it fell to ruin and it is to this late l8entury state to which the fortified house is bein
returned, with additional conjectural embellishnsent

The subsequent f9century descriptions of the site by Lewis (183Re Dublin Penny
Journal (1883), D’Alton (1907) and Cummins (1946%ctibe only the ruins of the castle. As

yet no surviving early photographs of the site hiaeen sourced.

Previous Appraisals and Studies of the Site

In order to understand Bremore Castle, which is moan advanced stage of reconstruction, it
is vital that the history and sequence of the worllertaken to date is identified and outlined
as far as the available information allows. The pastoration and reconstruction of the site
commenced in 1986. Assessments of the ruins weried¢aut, the earliest by Healy in 1985
followed by Heritage International Ireland, a catismn of consultants, including David
Newman Johnson and Leo Swan employed by the Logtiokity a year later. These surveys
provide a preliminary analysis of the building. the absence of a comprehensive
archaeological archive these documents form thg mnal-reconstruction record of the site and
are in themselves an important record of the pasmihg part of the ‘story’ of the
reconstruction of Bremore. There are illustrateawdings of the site prior to the works that
were carried out and of the proposed conservatidir@storation works at the castle and in its
immediate environs. These show the highly ambitieigon’ for the redevelopment of the
site and its environs. There are pre-reconstruct@ated ground floor plans by Healy (1985),

Heritage International (1986, Figure 3) and in hlighed form by Newman Johnson (2009).

13
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Figure 3 Heritage International illustrated surveyf the site c. 1986 showing the extent to whicteth
house survived at that point in time.

Field Survey
In addition to the desk based assessments fordaheetvation Plan physical research included
specialised surveys, multidisciplinary team vistdsBremore Castle and a review of existing

interventions.

Archaeological Geophysical Survey

An electrical resistivity survey was carried out fiee Conservation Plan throughout the
available interior of the walled garden and thedcethe immediate east of the Castle. The

results of which are included in Appendix D.

14
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Measured Survey
A measured survey was carried out, the resultshiétware included in Appendix E, the data

points in the surveys have been related to theoNalkiGrid.

Consultation

Consultation with relevant stakeholders took plém®ughout the process, these included
discussions with David Newman Johnson and Michgekh. It was under the guidance and

expertise of these professionals that the conamptreigional parks was developed and a
multidisciplinary approach to the reconstructiorrkgat the castle was adopted. Consultation
with the National Monuments Section of the Departtref Arts Heritage and the Gaeltacht,

the National Museum of Ireland was also carried ioutelation to queries regarding the

artefacts and the recorded monuments.

15
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PART I
UNDERSTANDING THE MONUMENT — THE RECORD

16
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2.1 HISTORY AND CHRONOLOGY

2.1.1 Prehistoric Period

The townland of Bremore is a coastal one consisifrftat to undulating lowlands that slope
down towards the coast to the east. It is a lanstzat has attracted settlement and activity
from all periods. There is evidence for settlenierihe area that dates to the Neolithic period
(c. 4000—c. 2200 BC), and given its coastal locatéohugely rich natural resource, it can be
assumed that foraging activity in the area alsaed prior to that in the Mesolithic Period
(c. 7000-4000 BC).

A nationally important passage tomb cemetery idsitn a prominent headland in Brenfore
over 1.3km north of Bremore Castle. It comprises& ftombs and an associated site in
Knocknagin. The tombs are part of a larger complehxich includes the tombs at
Gormanstown to the north of the river Delvin in @bou Meath. The location of these
complex of tombs at the mouth of the river Delvéna significant one, according to Hartnett
(1957) the Bremore/Gormanstown group of tombs seprethe point of entry at a ‘natural
landing point’ of the ‘Fourknocks Group’ and can temarded as the predecessor of the
Passage Grave Culture in Ireland the likes of whighbe seen in the great ritual complexes
such as the Bri na Boinne cemetery which is domihby Newgrange, Knowth and Dowth
(O Riordain 1979). Fifty seven pieces of workeatfland cheft (were also identified in
Bremore in the environs of the passage tomb complex

Also on the Bremore headland two mound sites acerded in Bremore these sites
demonstrate a continued focus of ritual activitytbé coastal promontory area into the
Bronze Age period (c. 2200—c. 600 BC). In additarulacht fiadf, a cooking site, was
identified in the townland as a large spread ohbstone with charcoal and black soil near
the shoreline in a field under tillage indicatidmat activity in this area continued into this

period.

® Preservation Order No: 22/76, RMP Ref: DU002—001005, RPS Ref: 003
® National Museum of Ireland 1999:216

"RMP Ref: DU002—-013, DU002—-003

8 RMP Ref: DU001-0016
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2.1.2 Early Christian/ Early Medieval Period

The plains of north Co. Dublin, in the"snd &' centuries AD, formed part of the
geographical region of Brega. Up to this time [dit supremacy in the area, was still
contested by thé&aigin, or Leinstermen, a dynastic confederation thatduhe southeast
and midland regions of Ireland. The earliest reedrtuling lineages of the Laigin included
Dal Messin CorbUi Failge andUi Chennselaigalong with theJi Bairrche (Byrne 1973:
137-8, 142; Smyth 1992: 16-8). The pre-Norman degess suggest that minor branches
of these lineages survived north of the Liffey watb the early medieval period, although
the attribution of particular localities with pailar kindships is rarely straightforward.
Local kingship of the area, later represented ey Blalrothery baronies, belonged to the
ruling line of Saithne although the overkingship of Brega, from the s#veuntil the
eleventhcentury, was dominated I§il nAedo Slainea dynasty of the Southetsi Néill
(Byrne 1973: 88).

2.1.3 The ‘site of’ Lann Beachaire, the Churchhef Bee Keeper

St Molaga’s late medieval churctvas the manorial chapel associated with Bremostl€a

Its ruins are located in an enclosed and disusadegard, c. 45m to the south of the castle,
and is attached to the garden wall. Early recordsmace name evidence suggests that this
church lies upon the reputed early monastic siteaoh BeachaireThe Lannelement of the
name is a Welsh word meaning church (similar tontbed Kill in Irish) andbeachis an Irish
word for bees, together meaning ‘the church ofttbekeeper’. It was founded by St Molaga
in the 7" century (Walsh 1888, Gwynn and Hadcock 1988) Wémgend has it, brought some
bees from Wales with him and introduced bee keejpitgireland.

Bee keeping was a prevalent part of medieval Iglawvery comfortable householder kept

hives to ensure a steady supply of honey and bee&e&s were kept in hives, called skeps,

made of wicker smeared with cow manure or wovesmstiThe skeps were housed in alcoves
called bee boles built into stone walls, or in beeses, special enclosures that allowed the
bees free access to the outside while protectieghilies from the elements. It was so

important to the economy that old Irish Law trabe Beachbrethaor bee-judgments

governed the rights of the various parties conagrb@ swarms, hives, nests, and honey

° RMP DU002-002002




CONSERVATION PLAN BREMORE CASTLE

(Joyce, 1906). The association of bee keeping Biitimore survived into the later medieval
period, there is a carving on a fireplace lintethaf saint holding a bee skep (Plate 3).

Plate 3 The carved door lintel in St Molaga’s Churcdated 1689, amongst the highly decorated piexa i
possible representation of St Molaga holding a tskep and a long staff

Bee keeping seems to have been carried out attéhendil quite recently; there are possible
bee boles in the outbuilding at the site (PlateT#g tradition is still evident in the area, the
adjacent school is dedicated to the St Molaga adrekaskep is their official logo.

Plate 4 Possible bee boles in the outbuilding

19



CONSERVATION PLAN BREMORE CASTLE

There are indications that the early foundation associated with two different sainip-
laga or Mo-Lucéand Mo-Domnéc(Duffy 1997; MacShamhrain 2004). Though both saint
are provided with Irish pedigrees, both are alss@nted as students of St. David in Menevia
in Wales. An early medieval ‘Life’ of the saint deibes how, when returning from studying
in Wales, he founded a town (oppidum), near Dublhjch was called Lannbeachaire. It
was a significant early monastic settlement thatiged into the later medieval period where

it continued as a local church and burial grouneheafter the reformation.

Excavation of early monastic foundations of thisiqgek has indicated that these sites were
delimited by series of concentric enclosures, dluwg formed by large ditches or stone
walls. These enclosures demarcated a hierarchyarudtisy which separated ecclesiastical
buildings from domestic buildings; the innermostlesure contained a church and burial
ground and the outer enclosure, usually dividedatigdinto smaller cells, was reserved for

domestic and industrial activity.

While no features or structures of the early margsturvive, documentary evidence such as
the Martyrology of Oengusr Felire provides early references to the church and firdalies

to the last decade of the seventh century, whists lLann Bechiar | mBregaibin the
territory of Brega. The foundation is important &shas links with other early Irish
monasteries and as tHarin' element of the placename links it with Welsh Ghainity of the

period.

In 1164 the Annals of Inishfallen refers to theyslg of the Co-arb (lay ruler of the
monastery) which indicates its continued existemger three and half centuries. References
in the Martyologies of O’'Gorman (1166-74) and ofriegal (1630) indicate an association
between this monastery and those at LabbamolgdokKdry and Timoleague in Cork, as
well as that of Tibberaghny in Co Kilkenny (Stoke395, O’Donovan 1864, Healy 1985).

Shortly after, ‘Lambecher’ was recorded as a chapder the mother church of Lusk, but in
1200 the churches of Bremore, Baldungan and Bargtlwere granted by Archbishop
Comyn to the Augustinian Priory of Kilbixy or Tre&snagh in Co. Westmeath, which had
been founded in 1192 as a monastic hospital foicére of Lepers. It is after this that the
church of Bremore disappears from the recordss itgt mentioned in the Crede Mihi of
1275, the Ecclesiastical Taxation of 1306, or tihehhishop’s Visitations of 1615 or 1630.
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2.1.4 The Medieval Church, St. Molaga’s Church @éndveyard

The present remains comprise a late medieval ch(Rtite 5), which was the manorial
chapel for Bremore and had a continued dedicatdatt Molaga. It is not known how long
this chapel continued in use. There is referenc@ebe. John Corcoran, the parish priest of
Balbriggan from 1700-25 who said mass there (H&8B5). The burial-ground was still in
use when Samuel Lewis visited the site in the 1830d more recent interments have taken

place within the church but not in living memoryg@y & Goucher 2009).

Plate 5 View of the church and graveyard, attachedthe southwestern corner of the walled gardentiesly
overgrown with dense vegetation

Fragments of decorated seventeenth-century stokelyiorg inside the church including
moulded door lintels and two double-light, highlycdrated window heads (Plate 6) bonded
into the church wall. A plain lintel also lies omet ground adjacent to the gate piers at the
entrance to the graveyard. Many graveslabs andstare also lying within the graveyard
(Plate 7).
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Plate 7 Headstone covered with vegetation

2.1.5 Medieval Period

The Barnewall family’s arrival to Ireland
The Barnewall family were of French Norman originiginally from the town of Berneval le
Grand sur Mer in NormandyThough Richard Stanihurst recorded in the lateesixth

22



CONSERVATION PLAN BREMORE CASTLE

century that the Barnewalls had arrived in Irelavith the earliest invaders in the mid*12
century, it appears to have been the early déhtury before they appear in the records in
Ireland, when, in 1216, Hugh de Barnewall is reedrds holding the lordship of Drimnagh
and Terenure. This estate was held directly of ¢hmwvn, in capite and provided the
springboard for a gradual elevation which resultedthe acquisition of large estates
elsewhere in County Dublin and in Counties Meatld &outh, culminating in the 15
century in the grant of the title Baron Trimlestquafter one of their principal seats in
County Meath. After the Dissolution of the Monagsy further acquisitions followed, while
high public office was frequently held by membefdhe family: Sir Christopher Barnewall
was Chief Justice of the King’'s Bench in 1435, JBannewall was Chancellor of Ireland in
1534 and Sir Patrick Barnewall was Master of thélsRgrior to his death in 1552 (Duffy,
1997).

After the death of the first Irish Barnewall, Siugh, in 1221, the family’s still modest
estates, as yet centred on Drimnagh and Terenassed to his brother Reginald, and then to
another member of the family of the same name. He wucceeded by Wolfran de
Barnewall, who was prominent in public affairs,dmpconstable of Dublin and sheriff of the

county prior to his death at the close of th& @¢&ntury.

The Barnewalls at Bremore

It was Wolfran de Barnewall’s son and successogiridd, who acquired Bremore for the
family. In 1316, Reginald arranged the marriagéisfson, Wolfran Il, to Nichola, daughter
of Robert de Clahull, and as a consequence thelyfamsiquired Ballyfermot and large
possessions in north county Dublin. By the timetle death of Wolfran’s son, another
Reginald, some time before 1395, the Barnewallsewd#scribed as lords of Bremore,
Balrothery and Balbriggan. These lands remainettis branch of the family for centuries
thereafter, the principal residence being Drimn&sstle, junior members of the family
acquiring some of the other outlying estates. Tieag well have been an early castle on the

Bremore lands during this period.

By 1535 the head of this branch of the family walsverd Barnewall, whose father Robert
had bequeathed to him the manors of Drimnagh, Bedrg and Ardee, County Louth.
Bremore and further lands at Clonusk were heldhiatoint by a cadet line, represented by
James Barnewall, married to Margaret St Laurenddafth. In an inquisition of 1567 the
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estate at Bremore is stated to have consistech afastle, 8 messuages or buildings, a
dovecote, 8 gardens and 132 acrisivas said to have been held by Edward Barnewall o
Drimnagh, ‘as of his manor of Balrothery', perhapgplying that for accounting purposes
Bremore was regarded as an outlier of the man&atbthery. This is the first mention of a
castle on the lands.

In 1832 D’Alton records a stone in front of therffshouse’ at Bremore which hathé
armorial bearings of the families of Buriford, Hdwtand Barnewall’ He refers to a mantel
piece which celebrates the marriage of James BalhéwMargaret St Lawrence which is
now housed in Lusk Church. It comprises a sub-negtiar limestone plaque that is
decorated with six-shields bearing arms, at thdreeof which is an annunciation scene
which commemorates the union (Plate 8). Accordmléwman Johnson this bridal mantel
provides a mid-sixteenth century date (c. 1546}Hervaulted hall-house which is thought to
be the earliest standing phase of the caste. \Whelenantel provides a relative date it could

be argued it was inserted into an already existasjle.

Plate 8 Mantel tree piece originally from the castht Bremore. It celebrates the marriage of Jamearewall
to Margaret St Laurence of Howth in the mid 16thmteiry c. 1546.

James may have been responsible for the developshdatNewhaven of Brymore’, which
lay c.1km northeast of the castle. The CalendaCafew Manuscripts (1515-1574) record
that James Barnewall and his wife Margaret weratgrhto build in 1562 at Newhavea *
qguay or harbour and fisher town&hich would have provided important docking fd@k
on the nearby shorde'Newhaven of Brymatés recorded in one of his land deeds of 1592.

James and his wife were stated to have earliemptal to grant, without royal licence, ‘the
manor of Brymore and lands in Brymore and Clondis&eRichard Barnewall of Dublin,
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merchant, and to Nicholas Taaffe of Bremore. Thafféa did come to acquire a stake in the
lands at Bremore when, in 1565, James and Margeaated Peter Taaffe of Bremore gent.
and Edward Barnewall of Dublin gehtll their lands and appurtenances fkemingstown
(near Bremore) and HarbardstanThe latter, which is located near Balscadden, nBou
Dublin, took its name from Herbert Russell, who,1#410, was granted it by Sir William
Russell; the latter held an estate in Derbyshird&mgland but was described as lord of
‘Brimore in Ireland; implying that it had temporarily passed out o€ thands of the

Barnewalls.

By 1607 Bremore was held by John Barnewall andvifis, Eleanor, daughter and heiress of
Sir James Dowdall. The estate, describedtss manor of Brymore’and including lands at
Clonusk, Flemingstown, Harbardstown, Balscaddenbrigman, Balrothery and elsewhere
nearby was estimated to consist in total of 60@scand to have been held of the main line
of the Dublin Barnewalls, the lords of Drimnagly, the nominal service of one red rose.
Both lines were reunited when James Barnewall efriérre married Elizabeth, the daughter
and heiress of Marcus Barnewall of Drimnagh (d.}606

The Barnewalls were a staunchly Catholic family dndng the insurrection of 1641 James
Barnwall was one of the leaders of the ConfedeZat#olics. During the insurrection several
barks (a sailing vessel with three or more masts)gl off the coast of Skerries were
plundered by the Confederates and the spoil wagedaout Barnewall of Bremorewhere
there was a store house used (Ni Mhurchadha 280&nnon ball was found in the field to
the north of the castle and may relate to the latvacthe castle during the 1641 Confederate
Wars (Plate 9, O'Carroll 2003a, 2003b, 2009).

Plate 9 Image of the canon ball found in the fields the north of Bremore Castle
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By the period of the Cromwellian wars, Bremore \uafd by Matthew Barnewall, who was
attainted for his adherence to Roman Catholicism.1654, Matthew Barnewall, ‘Irish
Papist’, was stated in the Civil Survey to holeemore and Newhaven, a fishing towne on
ye said land’ 300 acres, of which 150 were arable, 140 pasauré,10 meadow (Simington
1945). ‘Breemore’ was said to contaiane burnt castle with a great barne and eight
tenements, one orchard & parke with some youngtres® while at Newhaven there were
said to be ten small cottages, both of which, whembined, a jury valued at £110. It
describes the settlement at Newhaven the North of the Barony stands a point or Narth
land (extending itself into the sea) called New éfaut being by the industrie of the
inhabitants of the towne which stands; near thimpmade a secure harbour for boates and
is a considerable place for fishinghis settlement is illustrated in the Down survey
Remnants of the harbour still survive today (Pl

Plate 10 View of the remnants of New Haven pier,eBrore castle can be seen in the middle distanceset:
Newhaven as represented in Down Survey map 1655)

From the reference to the burnt castle it wouldeappthat James leading role in the
Confederate Catholic cause led to the burning disie

In the Civil Survey of 1654 the bounds of Bremorerevrecorded as: the sea on the east; the
lands of Tankerdstowrieon the south; the land of ‘fflemingstowne’ on tiwest; and the land
of ‘Knockhenge'mon the north (Simington. 1945).
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Some or all of the lands were recovered following testoration of the monarchy in 1660,
Mathew's son James regained the estate in 1663etnabout refurbishing the then ‘burnt’
castle (Newman Johnson, 2007). At that time tineldawere found to be worth £100 per
annum and contained 405 acres. A decorated dotal lin St Molaga’s Church which
includes a date 1689 is likely to have been pathisf work and is at present in the church
yard. According to Healy the date on the lintel hasadditional significance, it may not be a
coincidence that this is also the year that Kingneés Il passed an Act for Liberty of
Conscience that granted religious freedom to ath@u&s and Protestants in Ireland (Healy
1985); it appears that the Barnewall's responsthito was to restore that old church with
elaborate cut stone doors and windows with religisgmbols (Plate 11).

Plate 11 The crucifixion in its former location, iivas removed to Ardgillan for safe keeping (afteingal
Graveyard Survey)

In the Hearth Money Rdfl of 1664, there is still a distinction between Bremore and th
fishing village in Newhaven with seven hearths beafiocated to Bremore and nine hearths
noted in Newhaven. Of the seven in Bremore twothedrelonged toVir. James Barnewell’

(possibly refers to the newly refurbished castle).

9 The Hearth Tax was introduced to Ireland in 166@rovided alist the names of householders who
were liable to pay tax at the rate of two shilligsevery hearth or fireplace they had.
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Bremore and other estates were finally lost to Blagnewalls when the male line in this
branch of the family died out in the early™8entury (Ball 1906, Duffy 1997). Walter
Bagenal married the heiress to Bremore, Eleand706 and Bremore was sold by him in
1727 to Henry the Earl of Shelbourne, from whomassed to the Marquis of Lansdowne. It
is from this point forward that Bremore ceaseddwehan importance as a principal residence
and was just part of a collection of lands owned liyealthy and prominent family who were

landowners in both in Ireland and Britain (Swan @99

It would appear that prior to 1736 the castle wasupied by Richard Cadell who also
farmed the land. In that same year there was aidispver the tenancy of the castle when
Captain McCullough and his dependants who occuthiectastle were besieged in the castle
and eventually captured by Captain Vernon the $hefrCo Dublin who was ordered to
give possession of the castle to Mr. Timmin. Theas an exchange of shots to and from the
castle and later to an outhouse, the Sherriff thekgarrison prisoners and brought them to
Kilmainham (Healy 1985, Cooper 1783, Swan 1996)

Cooper describes the castle in 1783 as:
‘...situated on a rising ground very near the sea & m@nding a delightful prospect thereof.
It seems rather a modern building with good limestquoins, window frames, muinnions
&c.. ...... The lower part of this Case [sic]. isryestrong & arched in a very irregular
manner, & appears to me to have beehmany years ago inhabited. Besides a number of
Garden walls & such like inclosures still to bedeal are the walls of a Chapel in wch.
nothing is remarkable’ .

He provides the following valuable sketch of theta(Fig. 4):
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Figure 4 Austin Cooper’s ‘A View of Bremore Castle’ 1783,uiod by David Newman Johnson when
researching the castle

The sketch gives a valuable representation of wheatwestern facade of the castle looked
like at a specific point in time i.e. in June 1788it the castle rises to three or possibly four
stories, the large upper story windows are showm,with details of a mullion. The kitchen

extension is thatched and appears to have a céngahrough the ridge.

Cooper describes the doorway that he illustratethenvestern facade as:
‘particularly neat, ornamented on each side withlagper wch. support a suitable pediment
in the space of wch. are two coats of arms partdd Wist.—Ermine, a border engrailed on
the sinister side—(Barnewall) & a fess between Bima3 & 2 on the dexter side’ .

The coat of arms represents Barnewall and the Dib\atailies, and would provide a date
range of the door to between 1567 and 1606 a pevitdn which the marriage of John
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Barnewall to Eleanor Dowdall occurred and whensitikely that they set about making
grandiose improvements to the structure, includinglaborate new entrance to the house.

Cooper’s illustration and historical evidence sigigethat the kitchen extension and the
erection of an alternative entrance in the wedirade are likely to have been carried out in
the late 18 and early 1% century. This date range is further confirmedtsy discovery in
1996, of four finely carved stones belonging taachitrave found within rubble that blocked

a window embrasure in eastern facade of the cabttearchitrave appears to be the one that
is illustrated by Cooper. The fragments comprisedaeved calp limestone keystone and
upper voussoir which was carved out of one stome, houlded pilaster capitals and the
inner three quarters of a capital. The decoratetaithas dateable comparables to the end of
the 18" century (Plate 12) (Newman Johnson 2007).

Plate 12Architrave now inserted into the internal porch #te principal seventeenth century
entrance into the monument

Based on the evidence outlined it has been sugbéisét this door was inserted into the
castle at the same time that the original entrasidbe northern end of the western facade
was incorporated into the kitchen extension, thaomewhere between the late 16th or early
17th century (Newman Johnson 2007). The pieces baea incorporated into the inner
porch of the castle to preserve them from beingsag to the elements. The discovery of
this architecturally significant fragment is wediported on, however, there are many other
reused fragments within the reconstructed strudamrahich there is no written record of its
find spot or their new location e.g. the many daod window jambs are reused in the

reconstruction.
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2.1.6 The Eighteenth Century and the Demise of 8rem

In Taylor and Skinners road map of 1778 Bremoradicated as a castle in ruins. In 1783
the walls of the castle were more or less intattifb@ little over 50 years later the castle is
described by Lewis (1837) &ke ruins of Bremore castle, the ancient seat bfanch of the
Barnewall family, consisting of somethé& out-buildings and part of a chapel, with a ladwi

ground, which is still used by some of the inhatiga

By 1883 it is noted in the Dublin Penny Journal tfsxemore Castle...to the discredit of the
present proprietor has been taken doyho 28 Vol. I).

D’Alton (1844) describesthe wreck of the ancient castle may be traced orsite,
commanding a most extensive and sublime prospear N are the remains of the old
church, within which may be seen a stone, that seerhave formed the arching of the castle
doorway, and bears the date of 1689. On the grdanidont of the farm-house is another
stone of the same edifice, charged with the arnmhdréarings of the families of Buriford,

Howth, and Barnewall.

The ‘stones’ he refers to are the aforementionathbmantelpiece and the door lintel. While

he suggests that they belong to the castle, thisatdoe known for certain.

The Tithe Applotment books of 1833 reveal that Jélimg was the occupant at Bremore
Castle and its surround lands. In 1904 the Lansddfamily sold their estates to the Land
Commission. The King family remained in possessintil 1926. It was then owned by John
Cuffe and in 1936 by the Bell family until it wascuired by Dublin County Council in 1984
and was subsequently passed onto Fingal Countydtawnership.

A newspaper article by C. W Cummins (1946) uponisét to the castle describes it as
having fittle of its former ecclesiastical importance abdronial splendour. A few grey
stones, over-grown with weeds, an armorial crestall that time has left to us of a once

flourishing centre of spiritual and secular actiyit

With the subdivision of the councils the lands pdssto the ownership of Fingal County
Council in 1994. Since then, under support of Hitg@unty Council, initially led by Michael
Lynch from the the Parks Department and the Bajfarigand District Historical Society, the
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castle has undergone the comprehensive reconstruatiwhat was by the 1980’s a single

storey ruin (Plates 13 and 14).

Plate 13 The kitchen extension in 1985 (after Heaghowing a complete gable end with a narrow opepin it
with brick repair. There is a pointed Gothic dooryan the first floor of this extension which wouldave lead
to the head of the stairs in the main hall-housewstture, for which there was evidence of a stainivel

Plate 14 The south-western wall of the hall-housentrally placed is a round headed loop with a tapg
external chamfer and inward splay, this is typicsikteenth century type (after Healy 1985)

The expertise of David Newman Johnson, consultanservation architect and the late Leo
Swan (archaeologist) were called upon. The workitsnwas carried out by trainees under a
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FAS training initiative, overseen by Frank Whelamd astonemasons Richard Perry and Per
Steppe, who designed and made some of the firepiadhe castl&" (Plate 15).

Plate 15 New fireplace and example of new decoradethitectural detailing

The sourcing of the materials that were used, thaity and scale of the rebuilding, the
traditional skills and craftsmanship used in theodand masonry work is an extraordinary

achievement and story in its own right.

Adjacent to the castle in 1989 a National Schoalpiih Molaga was opened and to the north
in 2004 a residential development ‘Cardy Rocks’ e@sstructed.

2.1.7 The Landscape of Bremore, Historical Context

The fishing village of New Haven and the castle

Bremore is associated with the former village ofwNedaven; the village is indicated on
Rocque’s 1760 map (Fig. 9). Newhaven Harboisrlocated on the southern side of Bremore
Head and runs in a north-northeast direction alrpastllel to the headland. It comprises a
rubble stone pier that survives relatively intdcts approximately 62m in length and varies
from 8- 10m in width (Brady et al 2007). It isesitin a sheltered location in an enclave of

high sea cliffs and a level sandy beach which wdade facilitated the unloading of cargo

1 Murphy, H (2003) Helping to bring good times backBremore By Hubert in the Fingal Independent
(Friday 1st August 2003)

12 RMP DU002-015
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from vessels. Field survey for the Balbriggan anderBore Historical Landscape
Characterisation (HLC) identified what appears & narrow ¢ 1m wide) and steeply
sloping sunken-way leading from the site of the N¢aven settlement down the cliff edge to
the pier (Deery & Goucher 2009). It had what appédp be a metalled surface which was
exposed in places by hill wash.

In other written sources it is referred to &rdmwells Harbour or ‘Balscadden Bdy
(Cluskey 1999). It is said that the majority otfimnded here were herrings which were then
transported by horse cart on a road that ran thrtheg village of Knocknagin and then a road
to Balscadden for preparation and sale, this roayeig shown on Rocque’s map, on
Duncan’s 1821 map it is referred to by D’Alton agretty hedge rodd1838).

On the coast nearby the harbour is a cairn of steknewn locally as the ‘sailor's grave’ from

the shipwreck of the Belle Hill. The Belle Hill wéast in 1875, only one sailor in the crew
survived, six bodies were recovered and buried alrdBhery Cemetery and the remaining
bodies were washed up on the coastline of thedtl®an and the Cumberland (Dunne
1999). A small stone cairn to the south of Newhadanbour honours the men that lost their
lives. This wreck was also visible during the 19508 1960 at low tide at Newhaven Point
and it is likely that there is quite a large zohevoeckage today.

The Bell Hill is one of the many shipwreck stor@&the coast of Balbriggan. Upwards of 17
vessels are recorded in the Underwater Units Aechiv having been wrecked off the coast
from Barnageeragh to Knocknagin (Plate 16).

Plate 16 Bell Hill cairn, ‘sailor’s grave’
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Martello Tower

The Martello Towe? (Plate 17 and 18) in Balbriggan overlooksrigs Strand it is in poor
condition and lies derelict. Martello towers weréltbetween 1804 and 1806, in response to
a perceived threat of an invasion of England védaind by Napoleon. They are named after,
and their design is based on, a tower at Cape NwiteCorsica, which was captured by the
British in 1793. They were short lived and werehdiawn from military use after the death
of Napoleon. Over 70 towers were planned and tweight towers were built between
Balbriggan and Bray, each with overlapping fieldsadtillery fire, twenty-one of which
survive (Enoch 1970), some were removed for thesttoation of the railway and others
were washed out to sea. South Dublin towers amgrariite ashlar, whereas those in Fingal
are mostly of rendered rubble masonry (Deery anac@er 2009, Bolton et al. 2012).
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Plate 17 View from roof of Bremore Castle to Mari@tower and coastline to the southeast

13(RPS No. 017, RMP DU002-004)

35



CONSERVATION PLAN BREMORE CASTLE

S BRLBRIREAN.

e~ el 7 e X R AT R
Plate 18 Black Rocks Balbriggan’, ¢.1930-50awving the Martello tower and boat houses. Valergin
Photographic Collection, NLI (Ref: VAL 59598)(afteBolton et al. 2012)

NE. BLA
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2.1.8 Bremore Castle Chronology

Date Event

Christian church at Bremore founded by St Molaga wis associate
600-700 with St David of Menevia.

The Annals of Inishfallen refer to the monasterpamg under th
1164 control of the Augustinian Priory of Tristernaghp @/estmeath.

‘Willam Rosel de Brimor' is referred to in the Catiar of Document
1299-1300 Relating to Ireland
‘Wyll liam Rosselle, lord of Dunbegh in Co Derbi in Eargl, anc

c. 1300 Bremore in Ireland’ is referred to in the GormansRegister

The Barnewall family obtained substantial holdimgaorth Co Dublir
1316 through the marriage of Wolfran de Barnewall to daeighter of Robert

de Clahull.

‘Wolfran de Barnewe' grandson of his namesake above listed as o
1395 of holdings in north Co Dublin including ‘Brymore’.

Wolfran Barnewall vested his lands, including ‘threeaises, two mills
1435 and a dovecote’ with a trustee Luke Barnewall.

Death of John Barnewall, Lord Chancellor, ‘JamemBwall ancestor t
1538 family of Brymore’ is described in family pedigrae the son of theé3

Baron of Trimleston.
James Barnewall appointed to the office of Jusif the Liberty of Cc

1550 Wexford, he later served as Attorney General.
An inquisition describes the wealth of James Baaikof Bremore a
1567 the time; the family had clearly gathered considkratatus and wealth

through their intermarriages with families of swtrste.

Death of James Barnewall of Bremore who had matheceiress of
1617 senior branch of the family at Drimnagh thus coiasding and

expanding the strength of the Bremore Barnewalls.

Matthew Barnewall son of James was a Ir of The Confederate arn

1642 in north Co Dublin; he was attainted for treason.
The Civil Survey gave a list of the propertieMstthew Barnewall ir
1654-6 Dublin and Meath
166¢ Death of Matthew Barnewall, lands passed on tibrother Jame
Barnewall.
James’ daughter and heir marries Walter Bagen@bobw and lives it
1706 Carlow, Bagenal was forced to sell the Barnewddtes for only £

7,000.00 (much less than their estimated value f40,000.00).
Bremore owned by Earls of Shelbne, it would appear the castle v

1706 occupied by their tenants during this period.
Incident when resident tenant Captain McCullougk exicted forcibly
1736 from Bremore Castle.
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1783

1833

1984

1994-
present

2011
201¢

Austin Cooper visited Bremore and found it uninitediand drew
sketch of the West Elevation

John King occupies land adjoining castle with a $&9Dffice and Lan
on 265 acres.

Dublin Penny journal gives description of Bremosepartially taken
down.

Bremore Castlpurchase by Dublin Ccunty Counci anc ther passec
into the ownership of Fingal County Council

Supported bMichael Lynch formerly of ththe Parks Dept of Fing:
Co Council and the Balbriggan and District Histali€ociety
reconstruction works were carried out at the sjiterdinees from a FAS
training initiative with advice of David Newman Jafton, Conservation
Architect

Conservation Plan for Bremore Castle commissionelligal County
Council

Conservation Plan Comple!
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2.2 GENERAL SITE DESCRIPTION OLD AND NEW

2.2.1 Bremore Castle —Prior to Reconstruction

Bremore Castle is defined in the RMP as a fortifiedsé®. Prior to its reconstruction it was
described in previous studies as a rectangulathioalée and eastern flanking tower dating to
the 18"/ 16" century, with a two storey extension introducedtmnnorth-western facade of
the principal structure in the late "16- early 17 century (Swan 1996, 1997, Heritage

international Ireland N.D).

Present knowledge would indicate that the hall-boiasireland originated in the west but
developed towards the tower house tradition anch fior the east which are later examples,
having vaults over the ground floor, angle towerd machicolations in common with tower
houses (Sweetman 1999 89-104: Mc Neill 1997, 148-Bdey were essentially a domestic
residence, which also had strong military capaédit Their defining characteristics can be
summarized as a two-storied rectangular plan, wittall or living area at first floor level,
with larger windows. They generally had a firstofloentrance which was accessed via a
wooden external stair or super structure, but tlaeeeexceptions to this where the entrance
was via the ground floor. The ground floor was defee having narrow slit-opes, a base

batter and large wicker centered vaults to careyttsil above (Plate 19).

They are most common in the west of Ireland andewtbought to be relatively rare in
Leinster; however the Archaeological Survey is @asingly identifying further hall-house
sites. Sweetman (2002) argues that they are a owonenon type of castle than previously
suggested. In Leinster examples include KindlestoBastle, Co. Wicklow which is
described as a ‘text book’ example, other examiplelside Dunmoe Castle, Co. Meath and
Delvin Castle, Co. Westmeath. Hall-houses are somest found in association with

earthworks or churches and can be seen as a mamse hs well as a defensive structure.

4 The RMP defines a fortified house as * a stoneshdaid out on an elongated plan as opposed to the
vertical arrangement of a tower house. Internalfes, such as stairs, floors and partitions anallys
wooden. Fortified houses also possess, in additidhe above, one or more of the following featuees
defended bawn; dun loops, bartizans, machicolaticormer towers or wings designed to allow flanking
fire. These houses date to the period c. 1580-0.165
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Plate 19 Hall houses in Coolhull, Co Wexford and Baycarbery, Co Kerry (After Sweetman

Similar to the hall house form, the ruins of Brem@astle has been described as having a
rectangular plan form, a large ground floor wickentered stone vault carrying the first floor
above, narrow slit openings to light the groundifland a wide base batter. Bremore was a
Barnewall holding from the 14th century onwards andnanorial seat of the Barnewall
family in the 16th and 17th centuries and had gpeh¢st Molaga’s) associated with it.

2.2.2 The Reconstruction of Bremore Castle
Bremore has been rebuilt to an idealised versiona frtified house based mainly on the
sketch of the western view of the castle made bstiAuCooper in 1783 (Fig. 5).
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Plate 20 Bremore Castle as reconstructed

Cooper's sketch has been used as an aide in tbesteaction of the castle (Plate 20), albeit
with embellishments. The reconstruction is not clataby faithful to this drawing as many
additional details have been inserted such as dttkeimented roof on the kitchen wing and
the gable chimney to the kitchen. The height ofghees appears higher than in the sketch
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and the array of small square windows a little dherfine second floor windows suggests an
attic floor rather than a full third floor as hasem included in the reconstruction. Also a
series of additional lights for the new stair h&een inserted. Another anomaly that we can
see from Cooper’s sketch is the scarring on thé ofa steep gable at the kitchen extension
and a partially blocked opening which may suggest this extension was higher. The

original entrance to the castle is thought to Haeen here.

Plate 21 View looking south along the southwestemall, indicating what little had survived of this
elevation. At this location the wall had been brakéhrough in antiquity, a new doorway and porch hdeen
constructed and a new stone spiral stair well

The remaining reconstructed elements of the casden the first floor upward are
conjectural, based on designs by the consultahitact. There is no architectural evidence
for the appearance of the south, east and nortadésc although the location of the
garderobes and the first floor access were estaulisby archaeological means. The
reconstructed interior of the castle is also cdnjet based on historic examples from a
variety of sites.

Using early site photographs from a variety of aaghnd a visual archaeological inspection
of the site it was possible to identify those saiof the castle that belonged to the original
ruin, these are illustrated in Plates 22 to 25Hh(nigpted in blue) with the original working
shots of both the castle in ruin and under constmPlates 22—-25).
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Plate 22 The northern elevation
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Plate 23 The western facade
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Plate 24 The southern elevation. The old and new ¢se seen clearly in the break indicated by the rofv

larger darker stone. The original round headed loapndow has splayed jambs flared toward the base.

Some of the new openings replicate this style. i@ tipper right of the loop is a possible putlog kol
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A

Plate 25 The eastern elevation with projecting towie its ruined form and in its rebuilt form

2.2.3 The rebuilt structure

The rebuilt Castle structure has been carefullyomstucted to be soundly built using
traditional methods and materials. The stone usetd construction of the castle was local
calp limestone that is found widespread throughwmrth Co Dublin and almost certainly

obtained from a nearby quarry. The new stone sood®uo windows are in Irish cut

limestone salvaged from various sources that has berked with decorative tooling in

some cases.

The Castle as reconstructed consists of a rectandalver containing four stories of

accommodation (c. 20.5m long and 9.5m wide) aligmexth to south; there is a single storey
kitchen wing attached at the northeastern corner ramning in an east—west direction.
Approximately at mid point on the east elevatiogaaderobe tower (3.3m wide and 2.75m)

deep projects from the facade line.
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There is an oriel projection at first floor on tbeuth facade and two oriel projections (Plate
26) at third floor on the east facade.

Plate 26 Third Floor view of oriel window in the sth gable

The reconstruction details seem to have been basedurviving specimens from an

appropriate era, such as Dunsoghly Castle in CoDutylin (timber roof), Clara Castle in

County Kilkenny (timber floor), and Athclare CastteCounty Louth (vaulted masonry floor

on wickerwork centering). Some of the reconstructwork was undertaken as part of a
traditional craftsmanship training course.

Accommodation is on four floors plus a small fioor over the north end of the tower, the
lowest floor being a stone-vaulted basement of vhisubstantial part is original fabric (Fig.

27 and 28). Above that is the hall, the princigdm of the building as denoted by the large
oriel projection on the south elevation.

47



CONSERVATION PLAN BREMORE CASTLE

Plate 27 View from the Kitchen Wing through to thestibule and into the vaulted chamber, as reconsted

Plate 28 View within the Vaulted Chamber towardstKitchen wing, as reconstructed
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Plate 29 The second floor, main area as reconstagstview to south, note three fireplaces

Above the hall are two further floors of living/slging accommodation. At the north end of
the tower there are two stone-vaulted chambersaatdne spiral stair and these are repeated
on all floors (except on the fourth floor where tiv® chambers are joined to form one larger
chamber) while the stone spiral stairs at the npdadt where the kitchen block is connected
to the main block continues through to provide asde the wall-walk at roof level. On the
east wall a new mural stairs has been includechénreconstruction for the purpose of
providing a second means of access/egress.

The new timber floors as reconstructed are basedxamples seen at Clara in Co Offaly
while the roof structure to the top floor is a cesivform. New doors have been incorporated
in the works using boarded construction with larga decorative strap hinges.
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Plate 30 Third floor as reconstructed, note the ead roof

The vaulted kitchen is a reconstructed examplelafeamedieval kitchen and contains at its
west end an open range fireplace estimated by Newdwhnson as big enough to roast an
ox (Plate 31).

Plate 31 View of reconstructed stone vaulted groutabr with wicker centring and timber lintel to cgn range
fireplace in background
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Plate 32 View of reconstructed timber roof to kitchen wingtension

During the recent works an Elizabethan doorway wasovered hidden behind facing
stonework on the east facade, this has been destyseviously, it been reinstated in the
west wall of the castle under the guidance of Nemadehnston (image shown previously,

Plate 12).

The architectural details of the reconstructedding we now see are consistent with & i

17" century fortified house. The records indicate thatbuildings were extensively repaired
after being severely damaged by fire at the timthef1641 Rebellion. Fire would certainly
have caused extensive damage to the roof, inted@mdwork — doors and timber floors. If
the fire was a major one it would also have causigdificant damage to stonework and

interior detail.
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2.3 THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL RECORD

2.3.1 Archaeological Investigations at Bremore Gast

Prior to and during the early stages of the reitoravorks at Bremore Castle archaeological
investigations were carried out at various timesLbySwan. Archaeological testing was

carried out on the site in 1995 (Swan 1996, 199/st-trenches were dug under

archaeological supervision to test the deposithiwithe three main compartments of the
castle interior (the main hall, the vestibule ahd kitchen). In all cases these were dug to
reveal the underlying natural deposits. The testindicated that there was extreme

disturbance in the interior at all levels for deptip to 0.65m or 0.7m. In all areas no
consistent evidence for original floor levels wasavered although spreads of burnt material

and charcoal were identified in a number of cases.

An examination of some hand written and typed mities and photographs has revealed that
further monitoring of the removal of non-archaedadydeposits in the interior of the castle
was carried out. The finds recovered reflect thmesaange as identified in the course of
testing which included recent to modern delf, pgtend dairy crock, glass bottles, clay pipe

stems and in the northwestern area of the sitetifjiggnof iron waste including a furnace

bottom.
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During these excavations a series of rubble linmestwalls were revealed within the 'Main
Hall' (Plate 33, Fig. 7). These were identifiedatsr than the original construction phase of
the castle and were probably used to subdividertieeior area of this large compartment.
The present reconstructed subdivisions in the bastfevel do not appear to reflect what
was identified here, with the possible exceptionhef wall running from the flanking tower
to the west falling short of the western wall, urrently blocks access to the tower, but this

was not originally the case.

Plate 33 Mid excavation photographs showing Main Haiewed towards the southeast end, showing iteta
subdivision. The remnants of the curving stone vead roof can be seen and a mid-excavation of theividall
viewed towards the northwest end showing its lasebdivision (site photographs Swan, mid-1990’s, gse
date unknown)

In the Vestibule (Plate 34, Fig 7), the line of thiéginal doorway was identified on the

western wall, two well-constructed stone-built amals which appeared to form part of the
original structure were revealed. The larger ofs¢éhevas a garderobe sluice. The three
garderobes chutes suggested in the ruins of thetgte would have existed on the second
and third storey in the northern wall. These gasldes were reconstructed. The second
channel which also probably functioned as a draragannel was on a much smaller scale
and commenced from the small under croft in thehsastern corner of the castle and ran

through the stairwell and into the kitchen.
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Plate 34 Swan excavation photo, (mid-1990’s, prediate unknown), showing view to the Vestibule aowynd
floor and the first two steps of newel stairs

In the kitchen area extension a small area of gaainthe southern opening was revealed
outside the opening at a higher level than therifhgoat the interior. A pit adjacent to the
entrance into the main hall was identified; it mead 70cm deep and had a very wet moist

deposit. It was filled with irregularly placed stoand faint traces of marl type material.

Apart from some bone and much shell, including dargiantities of whelk and limpet,
together with 17th- to early 20th-century pottaeryg,archaeological deposits or artefacts were
identified and no pottery datable to a period eatlian the 17th century was recovered.

Archaeological Monitoring Around the Circumfererafehe Site

Archaeological monitoring was carried out in 19%4nmeechanically opened holes for the
foundation where steel uprights were inserted fopratective fence line around the
monument. No occupational material of any kind vdgstified nor were any archaeological
deposits or artefacts noted. Along the westeraddime, in what was the courtyard of the
castle and of the farm yard adjacent, debris frostracture which was shown on the 1837
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OS map was found. The presence of brick fragmeantise deposits reduces the likelihood of

this being an early structure.

As part of the site clearance work the refurbishadigthe modern sheds allowed for the
provision of a site workshop, offices and secuceestA programme of vegetation clearance
facilitated this and allowed the recovery of laggeantities of loose building stones lying all
around the site. Any stones which had evidence reging, working or carving were

removed to secure storage for future use. Them® i;ventory of the stones retrieved and
those that were reused in the reconstruction works.

No archaeological investigations have been caoigdvithin the church and graveyard area.
It has been subject to clean up operations in st put is now overgrown with briars and

elder.

Archaeological Investigations Immediately to thetN@f the Castle Lands
Archaeological investigations (O’Carroll 2003a; 30) provided evidence of medieval field
system& and the cultivation of the land to the north frtme medieval period up until the

site was developed for residential use.

Within the field plots deep pits with expanded dpga were identified, they penetrated the
water system which suggests that they may have bisesrns used for crop irrigation and
they were deliberately backfilled. Finds includeg414" century local glazed and 516"
century cooking wares, the majority of which wereirister Cooking Ware and very little
were imported wares. A former metalled laneway teat to the castle was identified. The
laneway extended into a yard where traces of atstr@i were identified. A streambed was
identified, which had been diverted to the northeoandary.

Evidence suggests that sometime in the lat8 6 early 1 century the field was
transformed into parkland or an orchard. During teriod the metalled lane way continued
in use, a coin dating from 1601-2 was identifiedhia eastern metalled surface. Pottery from
the 16" to 18" century comprising local and imported wares wasnified. A six-pound
cannonball possibly relating to the 1641 Confede¥aars was found in an engineer’s spoil

15 (DU002-014, RMP digital file)
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heap associated with the earthmoving works fordéneelopment of the site. A horizontal
sundial (mass dial), a rare find, was recoverethfome of the cisterns, its date is uncertain
and could range anywhere between th& disd 17 centuries (Plate 35). It is thought to have
come from the manorial chapel (O’ Carroll, 2008) 5t Molaga’s Church.

Plate 35 The mass dial discovered during excavasiom the north of Fingal (O’Carroll, 2009)

The subsequent analysis of plant remains taken fhapit, gullies and furrows excavated
contained large quantities of cereals comprisingathsome oats, and a very small sample of
barley. A smaller component of legumes were alsmdan the sample. The wheat recovered
was rivet wheatT(riticum turgidun) (Fig. 7) — a common type used in English medisital

but unusual in the Irish medieval context (Murping &otterton 2010, Johnson 2007).
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Grannenweizen.
— Wunderweizen.

Weisen.

Figure 7 Rivet whedf identified from organic remains found in the excation in the fields to
the north of Bremore Castle

This is in line with recent research undertakenNbyrphy and Potterton (2010) which
indicates that arable production was the most itaporfarming enterprise across the Dublin
region in the late medieval period. A model of ndxérming, with cereal-growing

predominant, is likely to have been the most pevaiarming system in the more productive
land-holdings during the period. Similarly the fisdp village at Newhaven would have
provided another economic source and additiontlstar the Barnewall family.

16 Otto Wilhelm Thomé: Flora von Deutschland, Ostietraind der Schweiz (1885)
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2.4 CARTOGRAPHIC SOURCES

2.4.1 Seventeenth and Eighteenth Century Depictions

The earliest historical map showing Bremore Castlihe Down Survey Map of 1655 (Fig.
8). Although there is a lack of reliable detaipdrtrays the castle as an imposing edifice with
high gables surrounded by trees. During this petiaidescribed in the Civil Survey (1654-
6) as a burnt castle with a great barn, eight temtsn one orchard and a park. The survey
also shows Newhaven with five structures on Brenhtead and a large pier, this settlement
is referred to in the Civil Survey as a fishingtieetent. No upstanding features of the village

survive today, however remnants of its long pigreshdure.
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Figure 8 Down Survey Map of 1655

Rocque’s Map of 1760 (Fig. 9), is the earliest rnitzgt shows field divisions and property

plots. There appears to be three access roadstfmmrogheda Road into Bremore Castle
lands. One road runs to the north of the castlecantinues to the village at Newhaven, the
central road leads into the main complex and thetraouthern one runs to the southeast
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corner of the complex. The central road is in ailaimalignment and location as the newly

constructed entrance off the Drogheda Road. A jyQisandicated at New Haven at an inlet.

Figure 9 John Rocque, An Actual Survey of the Coyritf Dublin, 1760

It is difficult to identify which of the structuredepicted is the castle, there is an L-shaped
structure but its return is at the southern enthefstructure rather than at the northern end
which is to be expected. The chapel is not inditate shows the site with no apparent
enclosed garden or visible walling. The site & thme is segmented and trees and scrub
shown occupying the area of ground that roughlyesponds with the site of the castle

bawn/walled garden area and St. Molaga's Grave.Yard

2.4.2 First Edition 6-Inch Ordnance Survey Map, 133

The first edition Ordnance Survey six-inch map (Bi@) for this area was published in 1843.
The access roads that were indicated on the previap from the Drogheda road have been
removed, indicating the lands to the west may hehenged ownership. Access is gained
solely from the laneway to the north and througbnaall courtyard which also led to a
number of outbuildings to the west. To the easthebe a Thrashing Machine is indicated.
The L-shaped plan of Bremore Castle with its pmitig eastern tower and the western
extension can be deciphered; the main hall is shhgleter suggesting that it may not have a
roof. A structure on the northern side of the kéticlelevation is shown as a return. There is a
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large enclosed rectangular yard to the west ofcthstle, defined to the north by a long

structure.

A rectangular walled area is shown immediately lssatutheast of the castle buildings. No
solid paths or entrance/exits are shown, yet tharst obviously have been access into the
area. The entire walled area is divided into muakivation plots that would have been used
for crop rotation. The north end and south endspdoe rectangular in profile and narrower
than the middle set of three plots all of which sgeare but not equally so. The square plots
on the west and east end appear to be empty. nfdygust be a seasonal variation that the

surveyor recorded.
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Figure 10 First edition 6 inch Ordnance Survey mb@37-43

Attached to the southwest corner of the walled gar the sub-rectangular graveyard,

within it a Chapel is indicated as being ‘in ruinEhe chapel is shown as a small rectangular

enclosure with a roughly east—west orientation jamgl that all four walls might have been

standing at this point in time and there may hasenba roof. Interestingly the surveyor has

depicted similar perimeter paths, running paralgh the wall in St. Molaga’s graveyard

and, faintly depicted, a path running north to baitggesting that the grave yard was divided

into three main plots akin to the walled garderhe Graveyard paths are facilitating narrow
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wall borders but it is unlikely that these weretimaltion plots and borders. A tree is shown

in its south west corner.

2.4.3 First Edition 25-InctDrdnance Surveylap 1865

Few changes to the structures occurred in thevieiémg years between the first survey and
the 25-inch 1865 revision (Fig. 11). Some of thébaildings have had minor additionghe
hall section of the Castle appears to be withautod and so does the Chapel. Unusually the
Chapel is depicted a slightly different orientatibvan the previous map and the garden wall
slightly bends to meet its northeastern corner

. 5
TN
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Figure 11 25-inch Ordnance Survey map, 1865

The map has a very detailed depiction of the wallgdden. Its layout has changed
considerably from the old nine plot layout of OSB1813. It is now a typical Victorian cross

path layout of cultivation plots, each of differeettangular dimensions and with perimeter
borders, the north wall and west wall borders witlan the east wall and south wall borders.

The path system forms the boundaries of the pludsb@rders. The four plots are populated
with fruit trees with the trees in the two northdeplots appearing to be planted nearer the
plot edges while the trees in the two south endspdme shown in more central planting

positions. The surveyor’s inking-in of such plagtidetails is often merely representational
so they cannot be fully accepted without invesiigato establish the actual sites of the

planting pits.
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Given the small size of the garden these trees hikest would have been espaliered, i.e. the
branchwork trained on a flat plane that would h&mened space effective, productive,
ornamental vegetal boundaries to the plots.

Three entrance gateways are now clearly depictatier25 inch 1865 map, one of which is
the old north-east cart entrance gate (OS 1837-F8g two entrance gateways also shown,
one is leading directly in from the castle courtdyand the other is at the most easterly
corner of the garden on the east end of the soath Whe one leading directly from the
castle court yard into the walled garden is a vgdteway of suitable width for horse drawn
carts.

2.4.4 Revised 6-Ind@rdnance Survelap 1871 Revision

The 1871 6-inch revision shows (Fig. 12) that thgolut of the structures on site has
remained unchanged, however it revision shows tamoitant changes. There is a wide path
route shown at the northeast end connecting thiedvghrden with the yard and buildings to
the southwest of the threshing machine. This @evenough to be a gated access cart route
into the walled garden and is more clearly showrhenlater of the 25 inch 1865 map. The
area graveyard is slightly larger and is now igila- gectangular in shape with the western

now incorporating a wider area.

o

Figure 12 6-inch Ordnance Survey map, 1871 revision
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The map shows that all nine walled garden plotsrang in cultivation. The previously
apparently empty plots are now diagonally hatcinelicating the lands are under cultivation.
Depicted also on this map outside the walled gaedertwo trees on the east facing side of
the east wall. This time a solitary tree depidtethe grave yard is in a more central position
on the west side and it follows the same pattera esv of trees shown running northwest,
part of the boundary planting. The field boundamymediately to the east has changed from a
straight line to a curved one and field boundaegsrare no longer shown.

A further two trees are also shown, these morerainplanted on the south east end plot.
All of the evident details are of a typical old Veal garden layout. Where the surveyor has
dotted in the plot divisions there must have bderaten earth’ gardener’s paths along each
rotation plot. Furthermore the trees are depictexhing on a north to south axis (actually a
north by north-west and south by south-east axisjhe dotted-in plots. This would be a
common planting layout for orchards. This pardculvalled garden, at this time, was
probably a simple working kitchen garden growinghise vegetables, cabbages and kales,
green salads, onions, roots, common fruits, arfdrsie, with no designed layout as shown on
the OS 25 inch map of 1865.

2.4.5 Revised 1937 25- Inch and 1906 6- Inch Orde&urvey Maps

One hundred years later the revised 25-inch 19061887 6-inch OS survey (Fig. 13) shows

that there had been little change in layout, bdiciates the decline of the site. On the 1837
edition the western extension of the castle appeatsave some form of roof as does the

northwest corner of the main castle structure, Bg71there is none shown. There are

breeches or entrances in the north-eastern, nortret western facades of the principal hall

house structure. The rectangular graveyard wasateti as not being in use and the remains
of St. Molaga’s Church which is ‘in ruins’ and teeuthern wall and a short section of the

eastern wall is indicated.

The farm structures in 1906 appear to have roofdpu 937 there are none. The plan form
of the castle and its thick walls are indicatedthie 1906 edition the the garden paths are no
longer shown, in the 1937 revision trees are stithwn in the walled garden in an orchard

layout.
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Figure 13 Revised 1906 25-inch and 1937 6 inch Oadce Survey maps

2.5 BUILDINGS DESCRIPTION AND STRUCTURAL CONDITION
SURVEY
25.1 Overall Condition (Noting Visible Defects)

The Castle structure has been carefully reconstlust modern times and appears to be
soundly built using traditional methods and materidhe ruinous structures (outbuilding

and St. Molaga’s Church) and boundary walls howestand in various states of disrepair.

Whilst some portions have been stabilised in modienes, others are showing signs that
urgent remedial work is required (the immediate ksorequired are discussed in detail in
Part V)

Boundary Walls

The Castle is central to a fragmented network sfonic masonry boundary walls in various
states of repair (Plate 36). The walling is tydicabndom rubble brought to courses of
weathered grey limestone in a well-graded lime aroifhe irregular face does not lend itself
to precise measurement of vertical alignment - géaflg¢ where extensive areas are covered
in lvy - but it is apparent (by eye) that most loé tmasonry is reasonably plumb. The walls
are about 2.8 metres high and taper slightly fraBd Ometres thickness at the base. It is
evident that much of the walling has been constdiflaand re-pointed. Medium term

maintenance works to the walls are discussed inWPar
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Plate 36 The Garden walls have been partially recatructed

Outbuilding

The ruinous out-building (Plate 37) to the northesfsthe Castle is probably the greatest
cause for concern at present. The historic maswalg are typically 2.4 metres high and 0.6
metres thick, but rise an extra 1.2 metres at #id#eg. A large modern industrial unit has
been constructed very close to the north gablereTiseevidence that portions of this gable
wall have been rebuilt or consolidated using modeoncrete block work. This gable

contains a crudely-formed window ope at high lew&dow which is very unstable and

about to collapse in the near future. Immediateke/dhat are required are discussed in Part
V.
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Plate 37 Aerial view of the outbuilding, view ofdtthe northern gable and damaged window ope

St. Molaga’s Church

The ruinous church is also a major concern at pteSene interior of the ruin contains a
graveyard which has been strategically maintainét dense ivy and brambles to deter
intruders who might vandalise the headstones. Qumesely, most of the masonry within the
ruin is obscured and inaccessible, and cannotdmeated. Outside the ruin, extensive areas

of dense ivy have been trimmed or removed to lag ba masonry.

The critical wall (Plate 38), facing the Castlealsout 13 metres long, 2.6 metres high and
0.7 metres thick. There is a central breach whégbrobably a formed door ope, but the head
has collapsed and the reveals are unravelling.eTierl formed window ope (Plate 39)
beside the door which is also collapsing. Theraaslintel or arched masonry to safely
support the masonry above the window, and thersigres that this masonry is unravelling

and collapsing (immediate works required are dbsdrin Part V.)
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Plate 39 St Molaga’s Church - defective masonrywmdow head

Architectural Fragments

The building contains or has associations with #eof considerable architectural/artistic

value. Original architectural fragments have besedun the reconstruction of the castle and
other pieces were collected and removed for saépikg. There is no available archive of
these fragments. The historical value of a stonseigerely diminished if we do not know

where and when it was discovered or introduced fetsawhere.
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The architectural fragments which are bonded toMslaga’s church wall are being

weathered over time and if left unchecked will loge detail. The most significant

buildings/parts of buildings/stone fragments ofsmmwation value found in the site as follows
(a full inventory of all the features on site sdly to uncover further fragments):-

St Molaga’s Church:

. The remaining superstructure of St Molaga’s Chuwrehtaining parts of walls,
stone arches, openings and built-in carved stoagnfents and outlying
fragments that are covered in vegetation.

. The carved stone door lintel dating 1689 and atkamme fragments built into the
church walls.

. Carved lintel on the ground outside the entrandbeayraveyard (Plate 40)

. Two ogee headed windows (Plate 41)

. The graveyard and headstones.

. Potential subsurface archaeological remains andlbur

Plate 40 Decorated lintel, lying outside the churaalls

Plate 41 Carved fragment, two ogee headed windiovike graveyard, bonded to the wall
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Bremore Castle and items in its curtilage:

The original fabric of the castle on the groundofloThe plan form of a hall-
house, the remnants of original wall fabric e.grneo quoins with punched
dressing, deep embrasures, ambries, remnants ofitfiral stone vaulted floor,
and the medieval loops remain (Plates 42 and 43)

The stone vaults on ground floor.

The fireplace in the kitchen.

The stone door-case fragments now incorporateldeiméw door-case on the west
facade.

The stone fragments of window framing built inte ttastle walls.

The stone boundary walls to the west of the castle.

The walled garden.

Plate 42

Ambry and deep embrasure in the Main Hall

69



CONSERVATION PLAN BREMORE CASTLE

Plate 43 Original window detail. The original round headetbop window (at the southern elevation) has
splayed jambs flared toward the base. Some of the/ mpenings replicate this style. To the upper tigi the
loop is a possible putlog hole.

Outbuilding:
. The sandstone trefoil window inserted into the wélihe outbuilding (Plate 44)

. The nesting boxes or bee boles built into the dldimg walls (Plate 4 above).

L w ; ol LY 2
J \ > 5 e -
i

Plate 44 Trefoil and dressed limestone reused ia tutbuilding

Stone fragments stored off site:

. The stone crucifix (temporarily in safe keepingAmdgillan House) (Plate 11
above).
. The stone lintel associated with the joining of B&mewall and St Lawrence

families through marriage (now in Lusk Church),1646 as part of a museum
display (Plate 8 above).
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2.6 GEOPHYSICAL SURVEY

An electrical resistivity survéywas carried out within the walled garden at thetisern side

of the castle and extended to the adjacent plagitah to the east. The farmyard area at

Bremore Castle could not be surveyed due to thertisd nature of the site and for similar

reasons the two earthen mounds within the gardeld cmt be surveyed.

Increased
Resistance Lt Trend

Possible Wall ? Former Path
- Wall / Drain / Site Boundary |:| ? Well
- 7 1 7 Natural

High Earthen r' 5— Surface
Resistance Mound Rubble
2 , - e

Bremore Castle
DU002-002001
Fortified House

Graveymd (Dlsused)

DU002 003 St. Molaga's Church

(in Ruins) DU002-002
Ecclesiastical Foundation

Figure 14 Geophysical survey site location and irgeetative drawing (see Appendix D)

7 Detection License No. 11R38
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The survey sought to identify any potential remaihfatures within the walled garden such
as paths or structures or additional features &sedc with the castle and church. A
concentration of anomalies suggesting buried resnamre identified within the walled
garden with several areas of modern disturbancri{€il4, Appendix D for full report).

At the western end of the garden is the remairsspdssible well/water feature (A in Fig. 14)
which corresponds to a hallow area in the groundjadent to St Molaga’s Church is a
possible rubble spread which may represent patteotollapsed northern wall of the church
(B in Fig. 14), there were no indications of cortderenclosing elements usually associated
with early churches in the area of the survey. edir anomaly (F in Fig. 14) along the
southern boundary of the garden was identifiedagniented remains of the southern wall;
however this feature may be related to recent dgginvorks. In the northeast area of the
garden three linear anomalies (C in Fig. 14) thaghmrelate to pathways or internal
divisions were identified; however no distinct patt could be deciphered, these features may
also represent recent disturbance. Weak trendsetedst of the castle (K, L, M in Fig. 14)
suggest a potential further access to Bremore €astly be present. At the south-eastern
corner of the garderobe tower a potential wallifap{(J in Fig. 14) was identified however

this is tentative.

Target invasive archaeological test excavation esllablish the nature of the geophysical

survey anomalies present.
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2.7 APPRAISAL OF THE HISTORIC GARDEN

Walled garden
area

Plate 45 Aerial view of the castle and the walleafden area

Bremore Castle, is situated in a rural agricultdaaidscape yet its close proximity to the
coastline and the town of Balbriggan ensured tha&d abundant resources when occupied it
did not have to be self-sufficient in its needseeding a larger walled area for cultivation.
It has a large court yard area and a walled gasiten(Plate 45). The walled garden may
occupy the site of its former Bawn (its size, gosit close proximity and walling suggests it

may well be).

From studying the historical maps it is clear thatever evolved, or was absorbed into a
demesne landscape like so many others of thatgéxig. Belgard Castle, Tallaght). It never
acquired an adjoining Georgian house, (e.g. Grabasgtle, Edenderry). Rather it stayed
small and compact, its curtilage and environs isgdab the scale of the castle and outhouses
while its outlying lands remained in agriculturaleuand in a relatively short period ceased to
be occupied as a dwelling. Essentially it wassiledarm like many others of the period.
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It has been suggested that the outbuilding cordaen®ee house’, which survives as a ruin.
This remains an enigmatic building — is it reallybee house or a dovecot. It has been
suggested that its niches (see Plate 4) were fes be pigeons but further investigation is
necessary to confirm its original purpose. Beepkegis traditionally associated with St.

Molaga (discussed previously in Section 2.1.3).

Bremore as a site in a rural landscape would hakahdiversity of wild native flora and
fauna surrounding it, however, as a coastal sitadta very exposed climate. References in
literature mention its orchard and beekeeping.s Tbhjures up the image of a landscape that
was tamed and managed. The shelter afforded lppitedary trees and enclosing walls, of

course, protected it.

According to various documentary sources, an otthletisted there and trees in formal
orchard spacing are evident on the historical O®snaThis opens up more information
about the site and its purported association wiébsband beekeeping. This enforces the
information from the historical ordnance survey smand other documentary sources that a
small orchard was there. Orchards are dependepblination by bees and other pollinators
for successful crops. To attract bees for the gaep of fruit pollination requires not only the
presence of the pollen of the target plants buéerogollen and nectar producing plants to
attract bees and other pollinators to the sitetivaspecies attractive to bees would have

been freely available in the surrounding field sgstand agricultural landscape.
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Plate 46 Bee collecting pollen from clovér

Beekeepers will still commonly cultivate nectar rta attractive to various pollinators to
encourage them in to a site to pollinate the tacgap, e.g. clover in orchard sites (Plate 46).
To what extent cultivation of plants for bees wagpopsely carried out in Bremore is
unknown and this needs to be established throufjernpand seed analysis, as part of an
archaeological investigation. The presence ofgnoftom ‘exotic’ and native plants would
provide critical evidence of purposeful bee keeging orchard production.

Gardens associated with modest castles and houses primarily functional rather than
ornamental although some ornamentation was desirabtl inevitably used. The most
modest architectural style of building influenced curtilage and environs, especially its
garden. Bremore would surely have had useful plgrdwing in and around its orchard and
garden for domestic use but there is no specifidemce that it had. Archaeological

investigation would be needed to seek it.

Cabbage gardens were common and in them were grovamge of green leaf crops and
edible herbs. The ‘potager’ or vegetable gardeviged herbs and vegetables for pottage
(Plate 47). Medicinal plants were commonly growmtovide remedies for various maladies
of the household and its livestock. Worm infestatifevers, skin ailments, rashes, cuts,
stings and bruises were curable using plants fre@soown garden. Odorous plants
counteracted malodorous though necessary activitiesid around any homestead. Dried

scented herbage was used for bedding and skinitgsras

18 - /www . flickr.com/photos/fruitbit/5620092872/ WisdCreative Commons )
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Night soil, animal dung and waste, including disebfowl, rotten meat and carcasses, blood
and ‘lights’ were recycled, often directly, intcetgarden as valuable organic manure. Buried

animal carcasses were a feature of old orcharsl site

Plate 47 Potager garden in Ardgillan Castfehttp://ardgillancastle.ie)

Others aspired to having roses and other plarfi their gardens with scent and colour and
to provide nosegays to ward off the smells andcstes of life.

Local knowledge is that during the most recent joes ownership the walled garden still
had a few fruit trees growing in it but it was oniged for cattle and livestock. Iron rings still
embedded in adjoining walls testify to their use tigng up bulls. The long usage of the
garden/orchard for cattle inevitably eliminated mgeound evidence. Grazing cattle would
have dispatched any remaining fruit trees so naymtive fruit trees survive. The place is
now grossly overgrown with rampant grass sward sordb species. There are a few self-
sown seedlings or suckers from old rootstocks efftimer fruit trees struggling to survive

close to the north wall.

There is no memory or visibility of the old pathsitact entrances. No paths or path routes

are evident now because of the gross vegetatiortheyt may come to light after careful

19 http://ardgillancastle.ie
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manual clearance and archaeological investigatioth eould then be re-instated using

traditional materials and methods.

What is still evident is its ‘microclimate’ or mogecisely its ‘macroclimate’. The castle
walls act as a thermal reflector as is obvioushmwalled area. The intensity of light from
the north and east is very evident and the gardmsgioning in relation to the castle and its
orientation all give credibility to the argumenathhe site was a purposely designed area, an

intrinsic part of the curtilage and environs of tastle.

The walled garden or ‘bawn’ of Bremore (Plate 4#)en compared to other castle sites, is
similar in its close proximity to the dwelling, iting to the south of the castle which
protects it and its orientation on a north-wessbyth-east axis as the most favoured position

for shelter. lIts size and scale is also comparabt¢her bawn sites.

What makes Bremore interesting is that it has saed/as a medieval site and thé"t@ntury
ordnance survey maps have captured the essentseushige as a walled garden and orchard.
Whether it is a walled garden that happened to d&d (in relatively recent times) as a
modest orchard or whether it was always a walletiand from the earliest period remains to

be determined by archaeological investigation.

The historical OS maps variously show the changeke walled garden from the early 19th
century (discussed in the cartographic section @boWrhe first edition OS map of 1837-43
(Fig. 10) shows a very simple kitchen garden withpdots running to walls and no evident
paths; the 1871 edition (Fig. 11) shows the arrarege with changes to the hatching in two
plots. The most informative edition is the 25 imohp of 1865 (Fig. 12) showing the most
detail, sufficient to have this layout accurateiierpreted and capable of being re-instated.

The 19th century historical OS maps show the prseaf trees in formal spacing and
arrangement in the bawn/garden area adjoiningdhthsast walls of the castle. Rocque’s
map gives no information so we are reliant on tf@Samaps for information on the layout of
the garden. A wide gap exists in the knowledgéhefearlier history of its court and bawn

and when it became a cultivated garden.
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The gap leading directly from the castle court yiatd the walled garden is a wide gateway

of suitable width for horse drawn carts.

Plate 48 entrance into the walled garden or ‘bawmnom the castle court yard

This entrance in recent decades has been condieatibred and widened to facilitate
farming activities in the walled garden. Closerdstigation of this entrance and wall after
removal of vegetation may reveal evidence of aptelal archway.

The north wall border (south facing) is a purposeige border because it has the most
desirable aspect for growing tender or exotic famid early crops.

The pedestrian gateway at the most easterly coffrtbe south wall leads out into the field to
the east of St Molaga’'s Grave Yard. No path issshin the field itself so what purpose it
served is not evident. This part of the south Wwal disappeared and is now replaced by
security railings. It would have bounded the sdmbhder (north facing) which is variably

narrower than the others and had the least favtauesipect.

The west wall border (east facing) is also a wideder and catching the morning sun would
have been ideal for a range of crops. The eadtheoatler (west facing) is actually quite

narrow despite its desirable aspect. It may haenkexclusively a fruit border.
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It is quite obvious from the variability betweerettvalls and borders that the layout has had
to fit into a much older walled enclosure. Ther@d evidence of a brick lining on any of the
wall faces, particularly the north wall which hasauth facing aspect. So much of the walls
has been rebuilt that it is difficult to say corgileely that there was no brick facing on any

part of the walls but it is unlikely. There isdkiin the ‘bee house’ niches.

Garden Reconstruction

The walled garden of Bremore has apparently evolk@d a bawn at its earliest period to a
humble ‘cabbage garden’ or ‘potager’, as shownhen1837-43 OS map (Fig. 10) when its
layout dramatically changes some time before 186§.(12) and it becomes a typical

‘Victorian’ walled garden and orchard layout.

A garden of that style of layout and using a tiadil palette of known plants from the 17th
to 19th century would make it a historically andtloulturally interesting garden without

being tied to a purist view of what its ‘restoraticshould entail. To encapsulate this
evolution from medieval bawn to Victorian gardemiew designs would be challenging but
exciting too. The dilemma is to strike a balanatween historical ‘restoration’ and

‘reinstatement’ and the need to design a gardenhhs to quickly become an attractive,
successful and viable tourism venue. Modern deslgments are unavoidable and while
they facilitate modern visitor expectations thelyii the authenticity of the medieval site and

should be kept to a minimum.

In the medium term the site does not have to Hg fatinstated as a garden but it could be
opened up as a calm space, lawned and provided seitts for quiet relaxation and
enjoyment of the castle and its environs. Shonnteneasures for the preparation and

reconstruction of the garden is detailed in Sectlbn

The ordnance maps provide a good basis for a f@vertunity to re-instate a garden. The
site has tremendous potential and if a gardenriogatyle were reinstated it would provide
a beautiful context and setting for the castledgaand outbuildings. To ignore its history
from the earliest period of occupation and simpésign a modern garden for a modern
purpose as a tourism centre would be a lost oppitytland contrary to the spirit and

principles of The Florence Charter for historicdgar sites (Appendix C).
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PART Il
ASSESSMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
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3.1 SIGNIFICANCE OF THE MONUMENT

The significance of Bremore Castle is derived fiitgrorigin, family associations, history and
evolution since early medieval times when the dsethought to have first been settled.
Bremore Castle is highly valued by the Balbriggad ®istrict Historical Society and Fingal
County Council who went through at considerablestand expense in its reconstruction.

The Bremore Castle complex, comprising the relfaitified house, its associated enclosure
and St Molaga’s Church and graveyard is a natiomaiument under Local Authority care
and ownership, it is also a designated protecterttsiré® in the Fingal County Development
Plan 2011-2017. This complex of monuments is ot batchitectural and archaeological

significance and is protected under the Planninig And the National Monuments Acts.

Fingal County Council, as the guardian and the damer of the monument as defined in the
National Monuments Acts 1930-200%ust apply for Ministerial Consent for any works that
occur within the complex.

Its significance can be borne out as follows:

Association with an Early Saint

The present remains at the site are thought totdatee late medieval period where it served
as the manorial church. It is dedicated to St MaJam early 7 century saint whose tradition
has survived in the area up to the present. lteisernlly accepted that the church and
graveyard lies on the site of the early ecclesiabfoundation of.ann Beachairgthe church

of the bee keeper). This early church is conneftigtie earliest stage of Christianity coming
to Ireland through connections with Wales and hasuthented links to other early Irish

monasteries in Ireland.

Association with the Barnewall Family
The fortified house at Bremore was the manoriat séahe hugely influential Barnewall

Family in the 18 and 1% centuries. The Barnewalls were one of the mostinam and

20 RPS Ref: 13 and 14
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important Anglo Norman families and landholdershie Fingal area through the late medieval

period.

Association with farming, fishing and trade

The settlement at Bremore is inextricably linkedhwthe once vibrant economic activity of the
area which reshaped the coastal landscape in n@dieves and gave the Barnewalls such
dominance in north county Dublin. Archaeologicat@vation has indicated that the Castle
was more than a residence, that it was a largeimgflerm concerned at one point with cereal
growing, it had a kitchen garden and orchards dad had fishing and in the trade links
through Newhaven Harbour. It remained as a farnil uetent times. The excavation also
provided evidence that the fields used for the gngwof arable crops changed its function
sometime in the late f6and early 1% century to a parkland or orchard which might
correspond to the improvements and phase of renatvéthe castle and the church site.
However the site also has stories of conflict theg also of interest, e.g. the Barnewalls
involvement in the 1641 Confederate Wars and a thsplite in 1736.

The site also has long associated links with thdition of bee keeping, one that is reflected in
the written sources, architectural fragments, loiwdklore and recent evidence for bee

keeping.

The farming aspect of the Castle is important aedds to be borne out as it provides an
insight into the daily lives of the castle dwellersd the extent to which they required support
and interaction from the neighbouring inhabitants.

The walled garden of Bremore has apparently evofi@ad a bawn at its earliest period to a
humble ‘cabbage garden’ or ‘potager’, as shown fan 1837-43 OS map when its layout
dramatically changes some time before 1865 andedbimes a typical ‘Victorian’ walled
garden and orchard layout. It is likely that anyestigative works in the walled garden will
provide further evidence for its layout and use.

Architectural/artistic elements

The Bremore Castle complex contains or has assmtsatvith items of architectural/artistic
value. Finely decorated architectural fragment®a@ased with the site have been identified
within the ruins of the church, lying in the chungdrd and reused in the outbuilding. Some of
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these pieces display workmanship of the late medli@eriod and are of architectural,
historical, social and artistic significance. Thieya potential that further decorated and carved
fragments are buried within the churchyard. Itlsodikely that the graveyard contains many
covered grave slabs that provide an important ceobtocal families.

Archaeological potential

The original fabric and surviving features of theund floor is of archaeological significance.
Existing available records has shown that thereaegas of archaeological potential within the
complex where in-situ archaeological remains &aylito be found. Areas include:

. The immediate vicinity of the reconstructed caatld its approaches
The current archaeological potential of the landrainding the Castle remains
uncertain. It is possible that the surrounding yacdommodated ancillary structures
associated with the site and there is a considenatlential for further archaeological
finds within the area. Approaches to the Castle adjdcent fields may have features
associated with the castle (as demonstrated bgxbavations carried out in the fields
to the north).

. The walled garden
The garden can be regarded as relatively undiduritem an archaeological
perspective and is considered to be of archaea@bgmnificance. There is an
opportunity in the garden area to carry out an agological investigation that will
inform the design and reuse of the garden, theijoa use of environmental sampling
etc. can be used in order to accurately interpeesite.

. St Molaga’s Church and graveyard
It is likely that the early ecclesiastical foundatiof Lann Beachaireontinued in use
into the later medieval period. There are many elamof early church sites with
proven continuity of use, recent examples incligte Mobhi's in Swords, Lusk, Glebe
(Parish Church of Drumkay) in Wicklow and St Nahiisbundrum.

The use of the site for burial would have commenuéith the foundation of the
ecclesiastical site and it is likely burial at thiée has continued unbroken until the
recent past and as such there is the potentialiteed is a considerable amount of burial
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here within the churchyard. While the graveyardcisrently bound by a walled

enclosure it is very likely that burials associateth it may extend into the adjacent
walled garden and fields. Geophysical survey witthia garden did not suggest the
presence of such features; however modern distoebaray have removed or masked

them from detection.

Contemporary interest

Bremore Castle has been rebuilt from the primayi¢avhich survived as a single storey ruin
into a four-storey structure based on aff ¢8ntury depiction. It was in an advanced state of
disrepair when the works on the site began anddsteriorating rapidly. The new structure is

an evocative demonstration of a monumental rebliiltbw represents:

A showcase of traditional skill and craftsmanship
From many perspectives the reconstruction mightibwed as an achievement in itself
and especially in the absence of detailed construair conservation plans, a huge
undertaking, one that required imagination and etarg traditional building skills.
The rebuilt Bremore Castle demonstrates the skithe craftsmen who worked at the
site over the years using traditional masonry aneddworking techniques throughout

the site to recreate the castle.

A landmark monument
The rebuilt Bremore Castle dominates the coastalsieape and seascape of northern
Balbriggan. It is of high visual quality and wilttaas a landmark building within the

Bremore Regional Park currently being developed.(Fb).
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Figure 15 The extent of Bremore Regional Park

e Community interest
Fingal County Council and the Balbriggan and DistHistorical Society have a shared
interest in the castle, this and its public owngrsiks significant as it brings both
responsibilities and opens up possibilities foufatuse and public amenity value.
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PART IV
ASSESSMENT OF VULNERABILITY
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4.1 ISSUES OF VULNERABILITY

411 Introduction

In order to develop policies and recommendationstiie@ management and protection of
Bremore Castle, it is necessary to identify theeptial threats that could adversely affect the

significance of the monument.

41.2 Threats to the Fabric

Bremore Castle

As the main body of the castle has been extensinadpnstructed there are no issues of
immediate consequence in relation to its upkeemuRe maintenance will be required to

ensure that roofs are maintained and that the sdiaterainwater gutters are kept clear of
obstruction.

Ruinous Structures

The ruinous structures stand in various statedsoéplair. The outbuilding has serious issues
of defective masonry, particularly at the north lgalall, repairs are urgent as they are a
danger to health and safety. The outbuildings atsttain architectural fragments and also
possible bee boles that must be safeguarded.

The ruins of St Molaga’s church and graveyard angdor condition, this is at a critical stage
where there is a concern that some of the churichigsrtant historic fabric will be damaged
or even lost completely. Repairs are urgent as #reya danger to health and safety. There
will be a requirement for adequate fencing to prbtee monument to prevent vandalism.

ral

The conservation, repair and maintenance worksapgect to the stringent requirements of

prior archaeological and architectural assessnentet out in this Plan. The works required
are described in Part V.
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Architectural Fragments
The architectural fragments which are bonded tocthech wall are being weathered over

time and if left unchecked may potentially losedigail.

Walled Garden

The garden is of historic and archaeological sigaifce. The ordnance survey maps provide a
good basis for a rare opportunity to re-instat@ren. The site has tremendous potential and
if a garden in period style were reinstated it wiopfovide a beautiful context and setting for
the castle, yards and outbuildings. To ignoréiigsory from the earliest period of occupation
and simply design a modern garden for a moderngserjps a tourism centre would be a lost
opportunity and contrary to the spirit and prinegplof The Florence Charter for historic

garden sites.

The two mounds of earth and rubble in the gardem llae potential to contain architectural

fragments associated with either the church océstle.

Archaeological potential

All future ground work within the immediate vicigibf the castle, yard, garden, church and
graveyard has the potential to reveal archaeolbgioaains. Any earthmoving works must be
carried out with the approval/consent from the Miei of Arts, Heritage and Gaeltacht

(AHG). It is an offence to do otherwise.

Authenticity/interpretation

While some of the medieval fabric survives in-sittthe ground floor and reused in the first
floor level, the architectural expression of thestleais now dominantly that of the recent
reconstruction works. Some of the original struetim the interior and exterior e.g. corner
qguoins with punched dressing, deep embrasures,iegsnbiemnants of the original stone
vaulted floor, and the medieval loops remain args¢horiginal features contribute to an
understanding of the site.

The difference between the ruins of the originalictire and the present rebuilt structure is
very subtle and not easily distinguished and a$ sloes not assist in the understanding or

legibility of the early phases of the building’sstury. A lack of understanding of the site’s
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significance may lead to inadvertent missed oppities for presentation and also mis-

informs some visitors.

As there is not a complete archaeological siteiaecand in the absence of detailed plans it is
difficult to ascertain to what extent archaeologfoimed the reconstruction on the ground
floor of the castle, and the degree to which amemation of historic sources, conjecture and
knowledge of the architectural styles of the periodormed the remainder of the

reconstruction. Examples include:

*  Future proposals to add a tower to the north of Kitehen. To date, archaeological
records pertaining to the presence of such a ktrgeture has not been found and there is
also no indication of it shown on Cooper’s 1789%shkeSuch a speculative reconstruction
would risk misinterpretation of historic forms amgnce would have an additional
adverse impact on the authenticity of the buildifibe question should be asked as to

whether an additional tower adds value to the iexjstructure?

e It is unlikely that the bawn walls had merlons ahé presence of these somewhat
degrade the authenticity of the site. It is congdehat their removal would be beneficial
to the future understanding and appreciation okiteeas a residence as well as a fortified

house.

In order to ensure the integrity of the site aral titonument any future proposed construction
and interpretation should be done on the basisabfagological evidence; any investigations

on the site must have a clear research agenda.
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The next phase of the work at Bremore will be it tand public presentation and
interpretation of the site. This may be guided hwy principles set out in the ICOMOS Ename
Chatrter for the Interpretation of Cultural Herite@jées (2007).

Lack of Awareness /Understanding and Security

The presence of workmen on the site and the pezinfiehcing have curtailed vandalism and
graffiti at the site. There is always a risk tHad bpening up of these sites might become the
subject of such actions in the future. A lack ofaseness and understanding amongst some
sections of the community can only be countereccdmgful management of activities and
promotion of events. The protection of the buildingnd the historic spaces within the
regional park will need to be addressed and theaterand risk of antisocial behaviour will

have to be assessed and the appropriate safebeandty measures devised.

The Site Archive

An ongoing problem is the poor quality of recoréfimg since the monument was taken into
ownership. There is no central archive for the Brarproject, there is however a wealth of
information in the form of an extensive photograptdcord of different stages of the rebuild
which is held at the site office. This has madehistory of recent interventions to the fabric
difficult to trace, in the case of St Molaga’sstdifficult to assess the rate of deterioration of
the historic fabric over time. The specificationtbé rebuild, the archaeological surveys and
monitoring record is patchy, although it is consédkto be of its time. A particular problem is
the lack of inventory for the medieval decoratiteng fragments on site both those reused in
the rebuild, loose around the site or held offfsitesafekeeping.

The gathering of information to create a singlehiase for all documentary, cartographic,
conservation and survey material has been an ogeat this plan. The organisation of this
information into a proper and coherent archive taat be universally accessed and available
for consultation by the authorities and generallipuis essential to the protection of the
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significance of the site. For the future presepratand use of the monument any new
information should be added to the archive as é@obees available so it can be used as a
planning management tool by those involved with pretection and promotion of the

monument.

4.1.3 Protecting and Enhancing the Setting

External threats — planning control

Development to the north of the site and to a less¢ent the south has impacted on the
setting of the monument. The coastal and semi-aatding of the site is significant; an overall
strategic planning framework should be devisechat the plans to integrate the site into the
regional park will be possible in the long term. Agreed strategy for development and/or
development control in the long term should be dihko a ‘vision’ for the identity and
preservation/presentation of the monuments se#timtjthe setting of the monuments within

the proposed park.

Bremore Castle enjoys the most impressive views theenorth Fingal coastline up to County
Meath and south to Balbriggan Harbour (Plate 48§ &xisting modern agricultural buildings
within the site detract from the setting (thoughstlis easily remedied once work is

completed).

Plate 49 Panoramic view towards the coast from thp of the Castle. From right to left it shows Bremre Head,
Cardy Rocks Development, the outbuildings and madsheds within the complex, the railway line, plagi
pitches, the Martello Tower and Balbriggan Harbotio Isaac’s Bower
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The castle is visible from the Drogheda Road asrgumessive and imposing edifice however
the wild nature of the fields in the background aotible mounds detract from this view

(Plate 50). The mature tree lined boundaries dmurttito the setting.

-

Plate 50 Panoramic views towards the Drogheda R&radh the top of the Castle. From right to left ihews the
fields to the west of the castle, mature tree lifmmlindaries. ‘Bell House at the northern entrancéae northern
laneway is defined by a linear row of trees adjatémthe modern Cardy Rocks development. In thesfground
are the western boundary walls of the castle/waltgtden.

There are opportunities to enhance the settingsdeclude improving the landscaping and
appearance in and around the castle, and approfioheshe coast and from the road. From
the west the mature trees should be maintainedttamaxisting key views into, from and

within the Castle must be conserved and protetteditth development control. Opportunities
must be sought to enhance key views towards andfdhe site when they arise.

Development of the Walled Garden

If the walled garden is to be ‘restored’ to someelef veracity and interest to justify opening
for visitors it would require ministerial consenefbrehand, being part of a national
monument. It is fundamental to a thorough undeditay of the site that archaeological
investigation should be undertaken to find evidewiciés layout and contents prior to the first

ordnance survey of 1837-43.

The walled garden of Bremore has apparently evofi@ad a bawn at its earliest period to a
humble ‘cabbage garden’ or ‘potager’, as shown len 1837-43 OS map when is layout
dramatically changes some time before 1865 andedbimes a typical ‘Victorian’ walled

garden and orchard layout.
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A garden of that style of layout and using a tiad! palette of known plants from the".®
19" century would make it a historically and horticuilly interesting garden without being
tied to a purist view of what its ‘restoration’ shd entail. To encapsulate this evolution from
medieval bawn to Victorian garden in new designsldide challenging but exciting too. The
dilemma is to strike a balance between historiegtbration’ and ‘reinstatement’ and the need
to design a garden that has to quickly become @acttve, successful and viable tourism
venue. Modern design elements are unavoidablewdnile they facilitate modern visitor

expectations they dilute the authenticity of thedieeal site and should be kept to a minimum.

Of course the site does not have to be fully réatesl as a garden but it could be opened up as
a calm space, lawned and provided with seats fi@t gelaxation and enjoyment of the castle

and its environs.

The ordnance maps provide a good basis for a grertunity to re-instate a garden. The site
has tremendous potential and if a garden in pestgld were reinstated it would provide a
beautiful context and setting for the castle, yandd outbuildings. To ignore its history from
the earliest period of occupation and simply designodern garden for a modern purpose as a
tourism centre would be a lost opportunity and @mtto the spirit and principles dte
Florence Charterfor historic garden sites (Appendix C). Works regd prior to the

development of the garden is provided in Part V.

414 Resources/Sustainable Future Use

Now that much of the complex is mostly stable amal remainder will be protected or made
stable the question of possible future uses anil tfmpacts on the conservation values is
coming to a head. Without sources of income loc#th@rities are now very limited in their

ability to support conservation works.

However Bremore Castle has a significant advantigs,located within a coastal regional
park is in the process of being developed and agapacity to be the central attraction. It
will benefit from being linked to a coastal parkiaelwill also enable better links to be made
with other historic and archaeological sites on ¢bast north of Balbriggan — the Martello

Tower, Newhaven harbour etc.
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Once made public realm area around the Castle ik reafe and accessible and the historic
structures made secure, outdoor use can occur ifatadand relatively inexpensively. The

key will be to use the promotion of the site ifljisas a park, with access to the garden and
the conserved St. Molaga’s and the provision oftéichguided access to the Castle and then

eventually as a potential venue (and income gem®riatthe long term.

Because of the value of the open areas of thduwgilee uses can be phased and carried out in
stages of development, this will provide groups eitidens with the opportunity to experience

the site as it evolves and is developed. How tke isiused on a day-to-day basis can be
assessed and the demographic of the users and figads can be established and the visitor

base broadened.

4.15 Access

Universal Access

Public bodies have a statutory obligation undeti®e@9 of the Disability Act 2005 to ensure
that, as far as is practicable, the whole or agfaatheritage site in its ownership, management
or control and to which the public has access,aderuniversally accessible. This includes the

structures within the site and also the externsh.ar

Given the nature of the layout and design of tlwemstructed building, access is restricted in
terms of health and safety. There will be requineihfer universal access to all floors of the
building and the provision of toilet facilities. &Hayout also minimises its capacity to safely

accommodate and manage large numbers of visitgyeowide open access.

There are limited options in relation to the metanprovide universal access and full access is
unlikely to be feasible but additional changes artdrventions may be required to improve
access within the structure. Facilities for carkpay, toilets, wheelchair access, path surfaces
and widths, steps, stairs, etc. are all elemeitshfive to be incorporated into the site without
having a negative impact on the significance of thenument. A very thin line exists
between what makes a site successful and what miak&sdl. However a reasonable
compromise must be achieved to satisfy accessysadetls and conservation needs.

95



CONSERVATION PLAN BREMORE CASTLE

There are two options to improve universal acceSseamore:

» the provision of an internal lift within the corétbe reconstructed building,

» the provision of a separate lift/stairs outside budding and linking to it at each

floor and an external structure for welfare faight

Both options would result in the loss of both amagi (at ground floor levels) and recently
reconstructed fabric. An external lift may have egative visual impact on the monument.
Where physical alterations are required, accessowgments must be sensitive to the original
historic fabric and the character of the rebuildl @& based on high-quality design and
materials.

Access and Egress

Access to Bremore is currently via a narrow sintgeriage laneway to the north of the site
from the Drogheda Road (Plate 51). An ample vehircgateway has been constructed off the
Drogheda road; this forms an excellent main engatoc Bremore. This approach is in a
similar position as an original entrance shown @tdrie’s 1760 map and its location frames
the approach to the castle. Using these accessspinumber of circulation routes can be
designed in association with the development of régional park. They can also control
access into the park for events. The provision ofa entrance to the castle has also been
made within the Cardy Rocks development, this rsetuly blocked by a hedgerow, however
this is not associated with the Bremore Castlewsiits development.
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ential
ing area

-

R

Plate 51 Current entry points to Bremore Castle.€ltwo eastern fields provide considerable opportyrior parking
and ancillary uses. Inserts: the entrance provisiah Cardy Rocks (top right) this is not an openipgovided by the
Co Council, existing entrance off the Drogheda Roddentre right), panoramic view of the the new vehlar
entrance from the Drogheda Road (foreground) inclind the derelict Bells Cottage (far right).

The field to the west at the new entrance provatespportunity for parking, ‘park and walk’
location from which to access the public park. Tdnea could also be used for events such as
markets, car boot sales, Christmas fairs, sumnwivéds, picnic areas etc. The Castle will
form an attractive backdrop to these events and emapurage people to want to explore it.
The provision of parking facilities and associaigtting etc. should not impact on the setting

or visual amenity of the site.
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RESEARCH AND KNOWLEDGE GAPS

The absence of detailed stratigraphic report antlinhe location, depth, nature and extent of
the archaeology identified at the site or the findintified within it does not assist in the
piecing together the phasing of the castle. Questi@main which cannot be immediately
solved. Future research excavations and surveypr@agde opportunities in contributing to
the further understanding. To follow are some dqaestthat have arisen during the research

and field work carried out for this plan:

Archaeological/historical gaps in our knowledge

. Physical evidence for the earliest phase of théecasthought to be in the north-eastern
barrel vaulted room and may represent part of aieeatructure- perhaps a hall house.
The presence of the corbels c. 0.5m above theirxi#bor level is unusual and should
be examined further.

. The nature of potential buried remains throughtwet ¢complex is also uncertain and
future excavations and survey may provide oppatimin contributing to the further
research.

. The relationship between Bremore Castle its comtidn to and influence on the
immediate landscape and the broader region coufdrtieer examined.

. Examination of the contribution that the Barnewrdimily have made to north Fingal
would enhance the significance of Bremore.

. Archaeological testing in the garden has the pitetat confirm its date and layout and
has the potential to identify features such asgyqilanters, ornamentation and drainage
features (e.g. cisterns). The walled garden maymcthe site of the Castle’s former
Bawn (its size, position, close proximity and wadlisuggests it is). Seed and pollen
analysis may also identify they type of plants gmothere. In addition features
associated with St Molaga’s Church and graveyaidd®eed the Castle may also extend
into this area.

. The fields to the west of Bremore Castle have axpiored archaeological potential to

reveal features associated with the castle orhihech.
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PART V
CONSERVATION ISSUES — PROTECTING THE
SIGNIFICANCE

99



CONSERVATION PLAN BREMORE CASTLE

5.1 CONSERVATION POLICIES AND RECOMMENDATIONS

5.1.1 Introduction

The policies outlined in the Plan aim to suppo& significance of the Bremore Castle complex
while advocating principles for the improved undensling, protection, conservation, use and
maintenance. The policies also focus on improvinglip awareness and enjoyment of the
monument and include recommended actions for stipgoand enhancing the integrity of the
site and its semi- rural and coastal setting a$ agpromoting the monument as a focal point

within the Bremore Regional Park.

There are six overarching policies that descrilfierdint areas of responsibility and activity, they

are described in detail below with suggestions @ysmo implement them and achieve their

objectives.

Policy 1 Protection of the Monument

Policy 2 Conservation, Repair and Maintenance

Policy 3 Interpretation, Communication and Legtkili

Policy 4 Health and Safety and Universal Access

Policy 5 Incorporate Bremore Castle into the BresriRegional Park
Policy 6 Information Recording and Research

These policies should be used as a guideline tsethovolved in the management and
maintenance of the monument and those with a stgttle in its protection.

The policies are ultimately derived from the valoéthe monument itself and the internationally

recognised procedures and protocols for the pioteof buildings, ruins and their artefacts.
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5.1.2 Policies

POLICY 1 PROTECTION OF THE MONUMENT
To place the protection of the Bremore Castle cemphd the retention of its significance at|the

centre of future planning and management proposals.

Policy 1.1 Acknowledge the status of the site as a natiomaiument and that ministerial

consent is required for any works carried out atdastle complex.

Policy 1.2 Acknowledge that the conservation and protectibriStoMolaga’s church and
graveyard and architectural fragments that lie iwithe site is now a matter of

great urgency and must be protected.

POLICY 2 CONSERVATION, REPAIR AND MAINTENANCE
To establish programmes for the repair and mainteeain the immediate—short term, medium
and long term, while also protecting the significarand historic integrity and observing best

practice conservation standards.

Policy 2.1 Carry out urgent conservation and repair worksht® ruinous structures, to
ensure the health and safety of the public angtbection of the historic fabric.
The works urgently required include (as detaile@.ih?2)

. the conservation and repair of St Molaga’'s Church

. stabilisation repair of the outbuilding

Policy 2.2 Ensure that the works are carried out by suitakperienced personnel under the
supervision of an archaeologist, where necessary,a osuitably qualified

conservation specialist.

Policy 2.3 Carry out annual monitoring/inspection of the sitel all its elements (including
the architectural fragments) and without delay ycamwut preventative

maintenance.
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POLICY 3 INTERPRETATION, COMMUNICATION AND LEGIBILI  TY
Ensure that the significance of the site is comeated to visitors, to seek opportunities |to
improve the legibility and understanding of theesihd to enhance its interpretation to meet the

needs of a variety of users

Interpretation and Communication
Policy 3.1 Provide an understanding of the extent of origihitoric fabric (i.e. single
storey ruin) prior to the reconstruction of Bremo@astle. Highlight the

decorated stone fragments that were reused imtbedr and exterior.

Policy 3.2 Identify the key elements within the complex whitéive the power to inform
and educate our understanding of the site. Prekergite using more than one
media with interpretation that will enable audiennde have more engaging
learning experiences. Interpretation should be dasethorough research and

should be clear, accurate and accessible to all.

Repatriate Associated Artefacts
Policy 3.3 Endeavour to return to the architectural fragmehét have been removed for
safekeeping (i.e. the bridal mantel piece and #rgerl crucifix) to a safe and

appropriate location within the Bremore complex.

Branding and promotion
Policy 3.4  Create a supportable brand identity for Bremorstl€aising a consistent graphic
design to create linkages between signage, inféemapanels, publications,

leaflets and maps.

Policy 3.5 The monument can then be presented independartthgilong term. Promote and
create a presence on the web, detailing openingshoar parking, accessibility

levels and amenities around the castle.

Celebration of Traditional Skills

Policy 3.6 Promote the reconstructed castle as a resourteega@sents a culmination of
many different building styles and techniques arsd aa showcase for the
traditional masonry and woodworking skills usedtlie reconstruction of the

102



CONSERVATION PLAN BREMORE CASTLE

castle. The reconstruction, the workmanship, thecsof the stone and wood
are engaging tales to be told and the work is targnt to the trainees and

skilled workers on the site.

POLICY 4 HEALTH AND SAFETY AND UNIVERSAL ACCESS
To provide a safe environment for visitors and pessworking at the site and also to provide
dignified physical and intellectual access to thestle and its setting so that all the values irsthi
monument and its context can be safely enjoyediaddrstood.

Policy 4.1 All works within the castle must be done in aceorck with the relevant Safety,

Health regulations.

Policy 4.2 Ensure equal access is provided throughout tlee €ibnsideration should be
made to the Department of Arts Heritage and Gagitagidelines on the
‘Access: improving the Accessibility of Historic Bdings and Places’ (2011)
and the National Disability Authority ‘Code of Ptme on Accessible Heritage
Sites’ (2011).

Policy 4.3 Implement a management solution to ensure the aafess and egress to the
reconstructed castle e.g. controlled guided acigss set number of visitors at
any given time. An access plan should be prepayadform the location and
extent of accessible facilities that are provid&tis information should be
available on the site specific website or on signaghin the site so visitors can

view it in advance.

Policy 4.4 Ensure adequate vehicular and pedestrian accedbetaite, including the

provision for accessible parking

Policy 4.5 Consider utilizing Bells Cottage to facilitate teed for welfare facilities

(toilets, refreshments etc.) in the short term.
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POLICY 5

To establish the castle complex as a focal poidtlandmark site in Bremore Regional Park

INCORPORATE BREMORE CASTLE INTO THE REGIONAL
PARK

Policy 5.1

Policy 5.2

Policy 5.3

Ensure that the proposed enhancement of the BeeRegional Park and its

implementation is framed in reference to the pefiaf the Conservation Plan.

Develop pedestrian/ vehicular access into Bren@astle in the context of the
overall strategic framework for the enhancementtta regional park and
circulation around it in order to ensure that it sastainable, universally
accessible and works in the the long term. Signdigecting walkers to the
several heritage points of interest along the rdatevide an interpretation of the
wider landscape for explorers of the regional pasging smart media e.g.
Barcodes/ QR codes to be scanned at Bremore Geastiee starting point for
walks which provide links suggested routes and geified interpretations (See
Policy 3).

Examine the feasibility of developing pedestrigakd from the site to the many
coastal sites of interest such as the megalithioby Newhaven Harbour,
Lowther Lodge, the Martello Tower, Balbriggan Haub@nd cultural heritage
sites such as the ‘Bell Hill' shipwreck memorialiroa There is also an
opportunity to also incorporate features of theurat coastal environment.
However this should also include an examinatioaafessibility and ownership

issues.

POLICY 6

To develop further understanding of the castle digio informed archaeological investigation
and research, and encouraging future research ef tmonument by creating an accessible

comprehensive archive.

INFORMATION, RECORDING AND RESEARCH

Creation of an archive

Policy 6.1

Create a stable archive, linked to the reconstootif Bremore Castle, for all

existing and future survey records related to siteks including copies of
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reports on relevant archaeological excavationsaile:grey literature’ and all

existing and future records of conservation intatiems should be created. The
archive should document all interventions at the. silt should be maintained
and kept in the Fingal County archives. The publiicaof results and an up-to-
date stable archive is a key requirement in thelatign of archaeological and

conservation work within a site.

Pre-restoration/repair recording

Policy 6.2

Require that all future work within the complex becorded before repair,
alteration, or major intervention. Recording shobtdcarried out in accordance
with the best practice procedures for the recordihBrotected Structures. New

records should be placed in the site archive.

Research Framework

Policy 6.3

Policy 6.4

Create a research framework for future archaecddgiarchitectural and
historical research and investigation of a targetatlire to reduce gaps in the
understanding of the date, role and significancetlid monuments when

opportunities arise in the context of developmet where resources permit.

Support the existing efforts of the local histatiand archaeological societies in
the promotion of public presentations of the resthtough publication, lectures

and display at the site.

Establish Archaeological Potential of Walled Garden

Policy 6.5

Funding
Policy 6.6

Implement a comprehensive archaeological assesswiém a clear research
framework prior to any works in the walled gardeeaa in consultation with and
consent from the Minister of DAHG. The results vifiform the interpretation,
conservation and management of the site and vell ieto the development of

detailed design proposals for the use and the Wedithe reinstated garden.

Seek Partnership funding for policy developmerd #re preparation of plans

arising from this Conservation Plan. Seek altewedfinding opportunities.
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PART VI
RECOMMENDED ACTIONS AND FUTURE USES FOR THE SITE
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6.1 IMMEDIATE ACTIONS TO PROTECT THE MONUMENT
6.1.1 Introduction

The reconstructed castle is structurally sound, dvaw elsewhere on the site there are
structures where the existing masonry is precdgobalanced and could with little force
come down causing both terrible loss of historiorii@a and also serious risk of damage to
persons in the vicinity. It is recommended in then€ervation Plan that all the vulnerable
areas be augmented by infilling with suitable magohy additional support or stitching in
ties or other appropriate structural measures icor@ance with best practice and in

accordance with the international guidelines cétbdve.

In order to ensure the future protection and usb@tastle the following is required:
1. To establish exact programme of works remairmgomplete works just to
Bremore Castle (interior and exterior)
2. To secure the outbuilding and graveyard

3. To resolve parking area at the entrance.

Following this, medium term works required include:

a) Resolution of access within Bremore Castle,

b) Identify the uses/vision for Bremore Castle,

c) Carry out further archaeological and gardeeagssh prior to the development of
the garden

The following recommended actions set out how thie® these requirements in the
immediate and medium term and suggests a frametlatican be put in place to assist in the

long term protection of the site.
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6.1.2

Immediate actions/works:

The Outbuilding

The condition of the outbuildingrequires urgent works to be carried out.

Action i

Action i

Action iii

Keep the building secured to prevent public actessuntil remedial works are

carried out.

Make safe the serious issue of defective masotrhe northern gable en

Whilst it may be possible to salvage the high lemakonry, it is quite likely tc

be too precarious to be safely consolidated and meay to be carefully reduced

to the common height of 2.4 metres in the interektgealth and safety.

Consolidation of loose and damaged stonework artmnging masonry is

recommended at specific locations, to restore strak integrity and ensurg

v

|

continued stability. This work should be undertaksrsoon as possible after the

removal of vegetation to minimise progressive detation. If necessary a

temporary roof structure should be installed.

St Molaga's Church and graveyard

St Molaga’s Church is a health and safety hazard gtresent, there is a danger of collapse

and a concern that some of the church’s important istoric fabric will be damaged or

lost completely. Urgent remedial works to St. Molag's include:

Action iv

Action v

Action vi

The church should immediately be protected by mez#na security fence an

locked gate to prevent unauthorized access ancerbsion of the surviving

stonework by casual vandalism (there is curremédg ficcess possible outside the

walled garden area into the southern part of theayrard)

Consolidation of loose and damaged stonework orhavgying masonry i
recommended, to restore structural integrity arglimncontinued stability. Thi
work should be undertaken as soon as possiblethfielemoval of vegetation t

minimise progressive deterioration.

If extensive repair works is required that may iweothe opening up o
engineering test pits etc. it should be precededrbarchaeological assessm
under ministerial consent and by an initial evabrabf the area to be affected,
be carried out by hand excavation to the top ofatisghaeological deposits.

"2}
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Action vii  Removal of rampant vegetatiofvy etc.) to prevent structural damage. The
removal of invasive roots needs great care and alag require localised

remedial consolidation.

The removal of vegetation should be done by thdicgijpn of a suitable herbicide by several
applications over a minimum period of 4 months ©grthe growing season until all root
growth has ceased and the remaining vegetatiotheaamoved without use of force. Advice
should be sought from an ecologist on any propdsatemove vegetation on the site and on
the appropriate time to do so (it is an offencerdmove vegetation in uncultivated land
between 15th April and 31st August) and any surtbgs might be required. Any temporary
disturbance required as part of conservation wonkst include an agreed programme of

archaeological mitigation in order to ensure that¢ is no adverse impact.

Once the cleanup of the graveyard is complete,rersstull graveyard survey, providing and a
full scaled, photographic and written survey. Destadf each stone such as location,
description, dimensions, materials, style of stanecription and any carving, etc. can be
recorded. The survey then becomes a complete re€dhg state of the graveyard at the time
of recording and a useful historical document. Sacturvey may be carried out by a local

community group under the supervision of an arcluayist.

Any work within the graveyard should be kept to amimum and should only include the
clearance of vegetation; no alteration to the gdosurface or excavation should be carried
out. Any crooked grave slabs should be left in-sit

Any below ground works must be subject to the &rlthaeological scrutiny detailed in the
Policy Recommendations. Conservation of St Mola@diarch and graveyard must be carried
out with the most minimal physical intervention passible with the aim of consolidating

eroded elements and removing intrusive elementstokigal interventions and additions to
fabric, where appropriate, where these do not dghithe integrity of the structure should be

retained.
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All work must be carried out under archaeologiemdervision with consent from the Minister

of AHG. Following the cleanup of the site a fullrgely of all gravestones, their inscriptions,

sculptural fragments, walls etc. must be recorded ghotographed. A full inventory of the

site is required prior to any alteration so an a&iuinterpretation of the site can be made.

In the continuing repair and stabilisation worksStoMolaga’s Church it may be necessary to
provide some new masonry and/or supports in ste@ber to ensure the ongoing security of

the remaining fabric.

6.1.3 Medium term action/works:

The Walled Garden

Advance work required for the re-instatement of thewalled garden

Action viii

Action ix

Action x

Action xi

Consolidation at specific locations within the Ilwd garden area, to resto
structural integrity and ensure continued stabiliy the freestanding walls
Works to consolidate and weather existing boundeajls should proceed t
minimise progressive deterioration.

The minimum action that should be undertaken imatetii to facilitate

archaeological investigation would be the removab@rub vegetation, whic

presently helps to protect the site, provided ithisn secured from vandalism.

No ground disturbance should occur during this wdtke removal of scrub ma
facilitate incursion into the adjoining grave yaalit too should be secured.

An archaeological investigation should be undemate discover tree plantin
pits, path routes, dimensions and materials, edgesedging stones, remna
ironwork, training wires, nails and metal gardelela etc. It is fundamental to
thorough understanding of the site that archaecdébgnvestigation should b
undertaken to find evidence of its layout and cotserior to the first ordnanc
survey of 1837-43.

As part of the archaeological works investigatevigous piles of earth, soil an
spoil debris that are dumped in and around theedadarden. Repair works
the garden walls should be completed using matchiatgrials and methods

the original sections still extant.
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Action xii - The mounds in the garden should be reduced to dh#eg level by removing

O

them carefully under archaeological supervisionugng that they contain n
fragments of historic material of architecturalawchaeological interest and that

any such fragments are put in safe storage, ptegpbgd and labelled.

Ornamentation or crenellations should not be agpiat would ‘gentrify’ the walls. These
are vernacular bawn walls as is evident in theigimy sections. In the absence of the original

capping a plain lime mortar capping should be &gl

Regardless of found evidence, or otherwise, foréhdy bawn garden do not plant in a
modern planting pattern or use modern varietiesuttivars to the exclusion of ones known
from other medieval sites. There are numerousaSkitvarieties and cultivars from the

medieval period still in cultivation elsewhere tibatld be utilised in Bremore.

6.1.4 Long Term Works:

Bremore Castle has been repaired and reconstructaedodern times and do not require
further consideration from a structural viewpoiAtl the structures on the site will require

cyclical monitoring of their conditions and a mainénce plan.
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6.2 IMPLEMENTATION AND REVIEW

The Conservation Plan is the beginning of a longntegrocess and its successful
implementation will depend on a wide acceptanceamtide support as possible. According to
the plan Bremore Castle will be developed and raaiatl in such a manner that it will retain
the significance of the place, facilitate publicegs and will be a landmark monument within

a the Bremore Regional Park for the enjoyment lof al

In order to achieve the aims of this plan it wil becessary to: -
* To set up a Steering Group comprised of peopleesgmting statutory authorities and
voluntary bodies (including the Balbriggan and BistHistorical Society) with an
interest in Bremore Castle whose remit is to ovetbe implementation and annual

review of the policies contained in the Conservattan.

e To incorporate an overarching general policy in @eunty Development Plan to
implement the policies and recommended actions afs€rvation Plans for the

Heritage Properties in Fingal County Council's oveaép.

e Commission further studies and archaeological eatias as required, continuing to

fill in the knowledge gaps and develop the undaditeg of the monument.
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6.3 FUTURE USES

ess
be

IMMEDIATE USE

To ensure the immediate future use of the monurtdatimperative that works to secure,
protect and stabilise buildings on the site inahgdessential repairs to building fabric are
carried out without delay and in accordance taustay obligations. Significant public realm

improvements should be also made.

Once the structures and public realm is made saffdoor use can occur immediately and
relatively inexpensively. The key to use is prorootdf the site as a regional park and then
eventually as a venue for other use in the long ter

Controlled guided access into the reconstructedle;dsniting the number of people at any
given time can occur in the short term. This mayfdmlitated by simple measures such as
guide ropes for the stairs etc.

Increased access to the castle can be provided thieeaccess issues have been resolved.
Future uses should be phased and done in staglevelbpment. This can provide interested

groups and locals with the opportunity to expergtite site as it evolves and is developed.
Developing the use of the site can be staged psodeiseach stage and development an

informal consultation with the users of the parlll wrovide an ongoing assessment of how

the site and the regional park are being used amat wight be enhanced in the future to

include the full use of the Castle structure.

The archaeological investigations for the gardenatanmence once the consents are in place

MEDIUM TERM

As outlined and proposed in Section 2.7, the rasitom of the original gardens could be

pursued and undertaken once a design has beerediesisl informed by archaeological

investigations. This restoration could be a visdtiraction, the results of the excavations and
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the vision behind the garden design could be awail view on story boards at the entrance
to the Walled Garden and also detailed in sociatlimeThis would involve the local
population and generate interest. The local comiywuiuld also get involved with the final
planting stages of the garden. Once the gardene haen enhanced they can be visited

immediately

Historic sites and landscapes make excellent bapkdfor events of a cultural nature e.g.
Fingal County Council has held, or permitted ottterbold, many such events in the historic
properties in their own possession. have beeniheaailar environments. It will be possible
to accommodate demountable structures for weltiitfes within the site and the provision
of lighting, paving and services to the interiooyided they are thought well through in

advance and there is no conflict with the poliayoramendations we have stated above.

Making use of the unique setting and space theoousdcan be used for:
. Farmers markets (specifically for to promote thealo market gardening

tradition) and food fairs

. Easter Fairs, Christmas Markets, seasonal festivals

. Carnivals/ice rink/outdoor cinema- to bring pedaehe site

. Outdoor concert venue

. Training site for traditional skills required fohe conservation, repair and

maintenance of the historic built environment

. Sculpture symposia

LONG TERM
As discussed in the main body of the Plan the acagsngement and the provision services
will be required as part of any conceivable usehim castle. The access audit will seek to

resolve this issue and reach a practical comproaridgow this can be achieved.

To achieve full access to the castle and to gemexatincome for it a specialised event
management company with experience in historic @erand business management skills can
be engaged or can tender to bring specialist efflentsions to the Castle and outdoors. Some
events might include:

. Exclusive- use venues

. The large halls would be suitable for classes sisctlance, music, art etc.
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. Temporary ‘pop up’ uses such restaurants (as dgikehin Thornton in unlikely
locations like the Rock of Cashel, artisan shops gadleries. These would serve
for only a single evening, or several days, or sugeeks.

. A partnership can be formed with a training insétto continue the tradition of
skills training at the site.

. Increase public participation in the use of thelding involve Balbriggan and
District Historical Society to have their meetirgdecture series there

. Genealogy centre

In addition to its use as a venue the Castle shoad@ a permanent exhibition/museum space

dedicated to the interpretation of the site.
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APPENDIX A SUMMARY OF THE VENICE CHARTER
DEFINITIONS

ARTICLE 1. The concept of an historic monument embraces migtthe single architectural work
but also the urban or rural setting in which isrfduhe evidence of a particular civilization, a
significant development or an historic event. Tdgiplies not only to great works of art but also to
more modest works of the past which have acquinitdral significance with the passing of time.

ARTICLE 2. The conservation and restoration of monuments hmaxgt recourse to all the sciences
and techniques which can contribute to the studlysafieguarding of the architectural heritage.

AIM

ARTICLE 3. The intention in conserving and restoring monuménto safeguard them no less as
works of art than as historical evidence.

CONSERVATION

ARTICLE 4. It is essential to the conservation of monumehtst they be maintained on a
permanent basis.

ARTICLE 5. The conservation of monuments is always facilitdig making use of them for some
socially useful purpose. Such use is thereforeralel® but it must not change the lay-out or
decoration of the building. It is within these limbnly that modifications demanded by a change of
function should be envisaged and may be permitted.

ARTICLE 6. The conservation of a monument implies preseranggetting which is not out of
scale. Wherever the traditional setting existsnitst be kept. No new construction, demolition or
modification which would alter the relations of masd color must be allowed.

ARTICLE 7. A monument is inseparable from the history to Whicbears withess and from the
setting in which it occurs. The moving of all orpaf a monument cannot be allowed except where
the safeguarding of that monument demands it orevhids justified by national or international
interest of paramount importance.

ARTICLE 8. Items of sculpture, painting or decoration whiomf an integral part of a monument
may only be removed from it if this is the sole mgaf ensuring their preservation.

RESTORATION

ARTICLE 9. The process of restoration is a highly specialiagdration. Its aim is to preserve and
reveal the aesthetic and historic value of the mment and is based on respect for original material
and authentic documents. It must stop at the peim¢re conjecture begins, and in this case
moreover any extra work which is indispensable nestlistinct from the architectural composition
and must bear a contemporary stamp. The restoriatiany case must be preceded and followed by
an archaeological and historical study of the mogwtm

ARTICLE 10. Where traditional techniques prove inadequatectimsolidation of a monument can
be achieved by the use of any modem techniquediosarvation and construction, the efficacy of
which has been shown by scientific data and prdoyeexperience.
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ARTICLE 11. The valid contributions of all periods to the blinlg of a monument must be
respected, since unity of style is not the aim ofeatoration. When a building includes the
superimposed work of different periods, the revenbf the underlying state can only be justified in
exceptional circumstances and when what is rem@ved little interest and the material which is
brought to light is of great historical, archaedtad) or aesthetic value, and its state of presewat
good enough to justify the action. Evaluation of importance of the elements involved and the
decision as to what may be destroyed cannot résiysan the individual in charge of the work.

ARTICLE 12. Replacements of missing parts must integrate haiounsly with the whole, but at
the same time must be distinguishable from theimalgso that restoration does not falsify the
artistic or historic evidence.

ARTICLE 13. Additions cannot be allowed except in so far asytkdo not detract from the
interesting parts of the building, its traditiors&ltting, the balance of its composition and itatieh
with its surroundings.

HISTORIC SITES

ARTICLE 14. The sites of monuments must be the object of apeare in order to safeguard their

integrity and ensure that they are cleared andepted in a seemly manner. The work of

conservation and restoration carried out in suelegd should be inspired by the principles set forth
in the foregoing articles.

EXCAVATIONS

ARTICLE 15. Excavations should be carried out in accordandh sgientific standards and the
recommendation defining international principles e applied in the case of archaeological
excavation adopted by UNESCO in 1956.

Ruins must be maintained and measures necessahefpermanent conservation and protection of
architectural features and of objects discoveredtrba taken. Furthermore, every means must be
taken to facilitate the understanding of the monutrend to reveal it without ever distorting its
meaning.

All reconstruction work should however be ruled tautpriori.” Only anastylosis, that is to say, the

reassembling of existing but dismembered partsbeapermitted. The material used for integration
should always be recognizable and its use shoultidéeast that will ensure the conservation of a
monument and the reinstatement of its form.

PUBLICATION

ARTICLE 16. In all works of preservation, restoration or exa@on, there should always be
precise documentation in the form of analytical anitical reports, illustrated with drawings and
photographs. Every stage of the work of clearirapsolidation, rearrangement and integration, as
well as technical and formal features identifiedinly the course of the work, should be included.
This record should be placed in the archives ofilalip institution and made available to research
workers. It is recommended that the report shoelg@ublished.
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APPENDIXB  EXTRACT FROM THE BURRA CHARTER, REVISED 1999

ARTICLE 18. Restoration and reconstruction
Restoratiorandreconstructiorshould reveal culturally significant aspects of pihece.

ARTICLE 19. Restoration
Restoratioris appropriate only if there is sufficient eviderafean earlier state of tHabric.

ARTICLE 20. Reconstruction

20.1 Reconstructionis appropriate only where @aceis incomplete through damage or alteration,
and only where there is sufficient evidence to edpce an earlier state of tfabric. In rare cases,
reconstruction may also be appropriate as part afs@ or practice that retains tloeltural
significanceof the place.

20.2Reconstructiorshould be identifiable on close inspection or tigtoadditionainterpretation.

ARTICLE 21. Adaptation

21.1 Adaptationis acceptable only where the adaptation has minimmgiact on thecultural
significanceof the place. Adaptation may involve the introdantof new services, or a new use, or
changes to safeguard the place.

21.2 Adaptation should involve minimal change to significant fabriachieved only after
considering alternatives.

ARTICLE 22. New work

22.1 New work such as additions to fllacemay be acceptable where it does not distort orurasc
the cultural significanceof the place, or detract from iiisterpretationand appreciation. New work
may be sympathetic if its siting, bulk, form, scalbaracter, colour, texture and material are simil
to the existing fabric, but imitation should be e,

22.2 New work should be readily identifiable astsuc
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APPENDIX C EXTRACT FROM THE FLORENCE CHARTER, (ON T HE
PRESERVATION OF HISTORIC GARDENS)

DEFINITIONS AND OBJECTIVES

ARTICLE 1.

"A historic garden is an architectural and hortigtdl composition of interest to the public froneth
historical or artistic point of view". As such,istto be considered as a monument.

ARTICLE 2.

"The historic garden is an architectural compositiechose constituents are primarily vegetal and
therefore living, which means that they are petidhand renewable." Thus its appearance reflects
the perpetual balance between the cycle of theoesashe growth and decay of nature and the
desire of the artist and craftsman to keep it peentdy unchanged.

ARTICLE 3.

As a monument, the historic garden must be prederveccordance with the spirit of the Venice
Charter. However, since it is a living monumerd,gteservation must be governed by specific rules
which are the subject of the Present charter.

ARTICLE 4.

The architectural composition of the historic gardecludes:

« Its plan and its topography.

« Its vegetation, including its species, proporsiocolour schemes, spacing and
respective heights.

« Its structural and decorative features.

« Its water, running or still, reflecting the sky.

ARTICLE 5.

As the expression of the direct affinity betweeviligation and nature, and as a place of enjoyment
suited to meditation or repose, the garden thusiiees)the cosmic significance of an idealised

image of the world, a "paradise” in the etymolog®anse of the term, and yet a testimony to a
culture, a style, an age, and often to the originaf a creative artist.

ARTICLE 6.
The term "historic garden" is equally applicablesioall gardens and to large parks,
whether formal or "landscape”.

ARTICLE 7.

Whether or not it is associated with a buildingwhich case it is an inseparable complement, the
historic garden cannot be isolated from its owntipalar environment, whether urban or rural,
artificial or natural.

ARTICLE 8.
A historic site is a specific landscape associatétl a memorable act, as, for example, a major
historic event; a well-known myth; an epic comlmatthe subject of a famous picture.

ARTICLE 9.

The preservation of historic gardens depends dnittentification and listing. They require several
kinds of action, namely maintenance, conservatiwh r@storation. In certain cases, reconstruction
may be recommended. The authenticity of a histgaen depends as much on the design and
scale of its various parts as on its decorativeufea and on the choice of plant or inorganic
materials adopted for each of its parts.

MAINTENANCE, CONSERVATION, RESTORATION, RECONSTRUTDN
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ARTICLE 10.

In any work of maintenance, conservation, restonatir reconstruction of a historic

garden, or of any part of it, all its constitueeatures must be dealt with simultaneously.To isolat
the various operations would damage the unity efwhole.

MAINTENANCE AND CONSERVATION

ARTICLE 11.

Continuous maintenance of historic gardens is afampaunt importance. Since the principal
material is vegetal, the preservation of the gaidean unchanged condition requires both prompt
replacements when required and a long-term progerafnperiodic renewal (clear felling and
replanting with mature specimens).

ARTICLE 12.

Those species of trees, shrubs, plants and floiwene replaced periodically must be selected with
regard for established and recognised practiceagh déotanical and horticultural region, and with
the aim to determine the species initially growd smpreserve them.

ARTICLE 13.

The permanent or movable architectural, sculptaradlecorative features which form an integral

part of the historic garden must be removed orlaégal only insofar as this is essential for their

conservation or restoration. The replacement doraton of any such jeopardised features must be
effected in accordance with the principles of thenie Charter, and the date of any complete
replacement must be indicated.

ARTICLE 14.

The historic garden must be preserved in apprapsatroundings. Any alteration to the physical
environment which will endanger the ecological &tium must be prohibited. These applications
are applicable to all aspects of the infrastructuvbether internal or external (drainage works,
irrigation systems, roads, car parks, fences, akirgg facilities, visitors' amenities, etc.).

RESTORATION AND RECONSTRUCTION

ARTICLE 15.

No restoration work and, above all, no reconstactvork on a historic garden shall beundertaken
without thorough prior research to ensure that swuolk is scientifically executed and which will
involve everything from excavation to the assenmblaf records relating to the garden in question
and to similar gardens. Before any practical wdekts, a project must be prepared on the basis of
said research and must be submitted to a grouppefrts for joint examination and approval.

ARTICLE 16.

Restoration work must respect the successive stafjewvolution of the garden concerned. In
principle, no one period should be given precedener any other, except in exceptional cases
where the degree of damage or destruction affectmtain parts of a garden may be such that it is
decided to reconstruct it on the basis of the gabat survive or of unimpeachable documentary
evidence. Such reconstruction work might be un#élertamore particularly on the parts of the
garden nearest to the building it contains in otddaring out their significance in the design.

ARTICLE 17.
Where a garden has completely disappeared or &xésts no more than conjectural evidence of its
successive stages a reconstruction could not k@demed a historic garden.

USE
ARTICLE 18.
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While any historic garden is designed to be seehvaalked about in, access to it must be restricted
to the extent demanded by its size and vulnergpgid that its physical fabric and cultural message
may be preserved.

ARTICLE 19.

By reason of its nature and purpose, a historiclayaris a peaceful place conducive to human
contacts, silence and awareness of nature. Thisepbion of its everyday use must contrast with its
role on those rare occasions when it accommodatéesstevity. Thus, the conditions of such
occasional use of a historic garden should be lgleifined, in order that any such festivity may
itself serve to enhance the visual effect of thelga instead of perverting or damaging it.

ARTICLE 20.

While historic gardens may be suitable for quietnga as a daily occurrence, separate areas
appropriate for active and lively games and spshisuld also be laid out adjacent to the historic
garden, so that the needs of the public may befatiin this respect without prejudice to the
conservation of the gardens and landscapes.

ARTICLE 21.

The work of maintenance and conservation, the ginofiwhich is determined by season and brief
operations which serve to restore the garden'seatitity, must always take precedence over the
requirements of public use. All arrangements faitgito historic gardens must be subjected to
regulations that ensure the spirit of the plagaréserved.

ARTICLE 22.
If a garden is walled, its walls may not be remowgthout prior examination of all the possible
consequences liable to lead to changes in its giheos and to affect its preservation.

LEGAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE PROTECTION

ARTICLE 23.

It is the task of the responsible authorities tmmd on the advice of qualified experts, the
appropriate legal and administrative measuresi@identification, listing and protection of histor
gardens. The preservation of such gardens mustdsédpd for within the framework of land-use
plans and such provision must be duly mentionedianuments relating to regional and local
planning. It is also the task of the responsibliauties to

adopt, with the advice of qualified experts, theaficial measures which will facilitate the
maintenance, conservation and restoration, andrevhecessary, the reconstruction of historic
gardens.

ARTICLE 24.

The historic garden is one of the features of thagipony whose survival, by reason of its nature,
requires intensive, continuous care by trained egp8&uitable provision should therefore be made
for the training of such persons, whether histarjaarchitects, landscape architects, gardeners or
botanists. Care should also be taken to ensurdghbe is regular propagation of the plant vargetie
necessary for maintenance or restoration.

ARTICLE 25.

Interest in historic gardens should be stimulatgdevery kind of activity capable of emphasising
their true value as part of the patrimony and mgKior improved knowledge and appreciation of
them: promotion of scientific research; internatibexchange and circulation of information;
publications, including works designed for the gah@ublic; the encouragement of public access
under suitable control and use of the media to Idpvawareness of the need for due respect for
nature and the historic heritage. The most outétgnof the historic gardens shall be proposed for
inclusion in the World Heritage List.
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Appendix D Geophysical Survey Report
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APPENDIXE  MEASURED DRAWINGS
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APPENDIX F
Arch, lancet

Arch, shouldered

Arch, ogee

Archaeological
excavation

Archaeological
resolution

Archaeological site

Archaeological
testing

Archaeological
monitoring

Artefact

Aumbry

GLOSSARY OF TERMS

pointed arch found in gothic architeetwhere the jambs of the opening
curve inwards above the springing to meet in atpoi

form of opening where the flatdinis supported at ends by corbel
stones, usually curved section.

pointed arch of double curved sides,uthiger curve convex, the lower
concave.

The systematic uncovering of archaeo&giremains through the
removal of the deposits of soil and the other ni@teovering them and
accompanying them. Archaeological excavation ispheciple method

by which archaeological remains are preserved tgree It is by its very
nature destructive, therefore, if the informatioontined in the
archaeological deposits is to be preserved theyt mesmeticulously
excavated and recorded: each change in soil c@adrfor texture is
noted, samples are taken to be analysed for amgnmrgemains, and
finds recorded as to exactly where they were foufide aim of

archaeological excavation is to preserve througlcorte the

archaeological deposits that are being destroyedudgfn excavation.
Ideally this means that should you so want to youwld recreate the site.

The preservation by record of all aetitagical remains

An archaeological site is aceldor group of physical sites) in which
evidence of past activity is preserved (either jstehic or historic).

'Test excavation is that form of archaeigklgexcavation where the
purpose is to establish the nature and extent afagological deposits
and features present in a location which it is peggal to develop (though
not normally to fully investigate those depositdemtures) and allow an
assessment to be made of the archaeological ingfattie proposed
development. It may also be referred to as archagewl testing'

(DAHGI 1999a, 27).

Archaeological monitoring involves 'anchaeologist being present in
the course of the carrying-out of the developmeatk& (which may
include conservation works), so as to identify anotect archaeological
deposits, features or objects which may be uncadvene otherwise
affected by the works' (DAHGI 1999a, 28).

An object used, modified or made by humans

a cupboard or storage opening in masonrysywabmetimes associated
with storage of religious vessels in the contexa ahapel.
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Bailey
Barbican
Barrel vault
Batter
Borough
Burgess
Centering
Constable
Crenellation
Cusp
Embrasure
Foil

Garderobe

Hall

Historic town

Hood

Hood Moulding

Keep

Loop

ward, courtyard of a castle

the outwork to a defensive gateway.

an extruded arch covering a room @mogpace supported on flank walls
the outward sloping lower part of a defeasower/wall to a castle

Town with the right of self government geathby royal charter

The holder of land or house within a bohoug

the formwork to support an arch or vduling construction e.g. wicker
centering used wicker rods supported on a timbeicttre that left a
characteristic indent in the mortar

in medieval society a Constable was asopewith judicial powers
appointed by a higher authority .

parapet battlements formed with a leagseries of openings (for archers
to shoot out from)

the point(s) within a gothic window where tbiés meet.

form of opening in masonry for a doondeiw or between merlons in a
crenellated parapet where the sides of the opeaiagwedge shaped
wide at the inside narrow at the outside.

each of small arc openings in tracery separdily cusps e.g. trefoil = 3
arcs; quatrefoil = 4 arcs; cinquefoil = 5 arcs

privy or latrine usually built on updlors of castle or fortified
building with a vertical chute discharging outsidear ground level

the main business, dining and living area afaatle or fortified house.
The principal resident presided over meals ahipb-table at the upper
end of the Hall.

a settlement of pre-1700 AD date thedupied a central position in the
communication network, functioned as a market eertnd had an
organised layout of streets with a significant dgnsf houses and
associated land plots.

canopy of stone or timber formed over a faep to collect smoke

form of protective hood over a windaw doorway in masonry which
follows the shape of the opening above the springind is dropped
vertically on both sides.

the tower within a castle or fortified buildinsually with the Solar (bed-
clamber of the principal resident) on top floor

narrow opening with for light, ventilation ardefence in medieval
buildings
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Newel
Ostmen
Merlon
Mullion

Pediment

Pentice, Pentise

Piscina

Postern

Portreeve

Prebend

Putlog hole

Seneschal

Shaft

Shingle

Slit

Solar

Soffit

Spandrel

Squint

the central pier around which a circular{ewel) staircase is formed.
Vikings (or the ‘old Norse men of the éast’

the solid part of the crenellated parapétvben the openings

vertical bar dividing the lights in a windo

a low pitched gable having a classicahfover a building or a building
element.

a structure outside the masonlty wfaa building used as a gallery and
normally constructed in timber.

stone basin set in a recess in the maswsallynear the altar for the
washing of hands during religious ceremonies.

the rear gate from a bailey.

a medieval term for a person appointed tposition of authority,
originally a port warden.

a cathedral or collegiate church beneficemally consisting of the
revenue from one manor of the cathedral estateshmibirnished a living
for one cathedral canon, or prebendary

A hole intentionally left in the suréa®f a wall for insertion of a
horizontal pole. Such holes held scaffolding usedngd) construction,
floor joists, or supported hoardings

a seneschal was an official in the hddisii@ sovereign or great noble,
to whom the administration of justice and entirantool of domestic
arrangements were entrusted. It is also been oseddr to the governor
of a city or province, and of various administratiw judicial officers.

a slender column.

a roofing tile made of cleft oak, commoniged on high quality
buildings in medieval architecture prior to the esgread use of slate
after ¢.1700..

a narrow window for defence, deeply splayed.

the private bed-chamber of the principaldesi of a castle or fortified
residence.

the underside of an arch, vault or floor.

the space over a door or window openirtgvdsn the arch and its
rectangular frame or between a flat lintel and #ineh above, usually
decorated.

interior window allowing view into adjoinirepartment.
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Squinch arch across internal angle of two walls
Transom the horizontal member dividing the ligitsistone or timber window
Vault(ing) a vault is the roof or floor above aragment which has been formed in

masonry e.g. a barrel-vault is a form of extrudexthaVaulting has many
forms fan, groined, lierne, quadripartite, ribbedxpartite and may be
divided by ribs

Voussoir stone cut to a wedge shape to be part afeh

Wall-walk the walkway formed at the top of a defgastower or wall, usually
protected by the battlements.

Ward see bailey.

Zone of archaeological potential (ZAP)
A ZAP is statutorily a recorded monument, and adicgly any works
which would impact on archaeological structurestidees or deposits
including demolition or alterations (major) to ailding in a Zone of
Archaeological Potential may require two monthsiageoto the DAHG
under section 12 of the National Monuments (Amenaijn&ct.
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